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In South Afri , whe e the Afr cans, Coloured and

Indians/zggstitute 80% of the pepulation*Enjoy almost no

poliecal rights and are held in a state of subjection and

poverty by the ruling white mmnority, one of the key

questions faced by the Communist Party since its formateon

has been the formulation of a correct policy on the national

question — that is, a nolicy which would most effectively

rally the African rural masses and the oppressed Inuien and

Coloured minorities into alliance with the proletariat and

under the leadership of the Marxist-Leninist Party in the

struggle to and national oppression, as an essential pafirt

K‘ k
or the 3.83;» to end capitalist exploitation.

Mn ‘3 ‘m

The hammering out I ef a correct policy wés made more

difficult by the fact that, unlike the struggle characteristic

0f the rest of Africa, in South Africa it was not simply a

question of fighting for indepenoence from foreigg white

rule. The substantial white minority is far from being

merely the direct agent of an overseas imperialist government.

THE whites as a whole, and in particular the Afrikaners who

constitute the majority of them, huve their roots deep in

South Africa and know no other home. They are white Africans.

And the situation is 111 the more complex in thet the

oppressed people, far from being a homogedBus community, are

themselves diviued up into a large number of different

national entitizes, the African 'pre—nations', the Coloureds

and the Indians. fine the oppressing whites are themselves

divided into Afrikaner and English natiofijentitifles with Very

severe economic conflicts straining their unity both internally

and in relation to one another. H'\d YEA (JORNJA
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Looking bcck-at the long and difficult road COVered by

the pion ers0 South African communism it is not surprising
KY) V A Lowe4~ N (z.\ )\ “no. he {Lawn (vuAFr \)

to findthaqntheystumbled often, did not always point out

the best route, and sometimes even had wearily to tetrtce

their footsteps down alleys which they htd not nerceived to

be dead-ends.

Because in a small movement like ours, such a fiescrivtion

of our past history might be thought to weaken the confluence

of those who look to us for a lead it is worth repeating the

words of D.N. Ain't, Secletary of the Indonesian Communist

Party, in a recent revemw4gi the history 01 that great party,

HOL the biggest in the curitalist world: "If we, today,

recall the entire period of the 1920's and even x if we

recall the entire period up to 1951, we will realise just how

shallow the Communists' knowledge of Miarxism—Leninism was at

that time. This is why we should not be surprised if, during

the periodprior to 1951, the welding of Marzism-Leninism

with the practice of the Indonesian Revolution did not proceed

Voo’nfikk'
in leading the Indonesian Rebolution. Cneech delivered in

well and rapidly, and some serious mistuEEE were committed

January 1959 to the Indonesian Peoples University, Marxism

Today, April 1959, p. lOé).

"But it was due to the fact that Marxism—Leninism had

entered into the Indonesian Indepenoence Movement that these

serious mistakes and failures did not weaken and certainly did

not destroy the revolutionary MOVement of the Indonesian people.

Marxism-Leninism helps the working class to analyse and draw

conclusions from mistakes and failures, and in this way to

raise the struggle of the Indonesian people to a higher level. "

These words are fully applicable to the history of the

South African Communist Party and in particular to its striving

for a correct policy with regard to the national liberaoty

movement.

—-- The South ---



 

The South African Communist Party is by far the Oluest 1n

hfrica. Established as the CPSA in 1921, it 2%5 t e direct
.S.L

successor of the International ocialist Leaguehwhich was

I‘nnx‘t \MMQq‘»; b4 thnL‘ \J\‘L I e 2\h\v‘\9!b)'\‘(’l‘ Knfiwfitmwffl ,}

forme ”In‘l912rgnd whkch applied for affiliation to the Third

Communist International shortly after thadxflfiéng=Q£-the first

Congress of the=£9min£ern—&n-l9l9.

These pioneers of Marxism—Leninism in South Africa were

all white men, predominantly British immigrant Wurkers on the

bhé%\industrial complex that had developed around the mines in

Johannesburg ang its vicinity. They were men whose political

experience we::;3¥¥ined to that of the British trade union end

Labour movement, and the organisations they formedf_ineéufling

th§;fihuthwh£ricaazLabeur”rat§g; were modelled on those in

Br 1 121311 u

Although their milltury and working class consciousness

made them seize eagerly on Marxist-Leninist ideas when the

Russian revolution brought these within their ken the founuers

of the I.S.L. were, at the time of its formation by no means

Marxists. £;3;Fwere militant socialist internationalists who

perceived that the first world was was simpLy a struggle

betweed rival capitalist power blocs and they refused to
t k e ‘NC‘KK | {\n‘

support it, but 'V were socialists of all hues,Afahlans,
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were in constant danger that as the African vauired indus—

trial skills, whites would be replaced by blacks, or would

have to accept thew far 10 er African wage rates.

t

The white trade union movement, therefore was dominated

by fear of the connetltlou of the hfrican workers and determi—

‘Lfi 9- \“EI‘ Sokg. “A~\ AP‘YU‘ /\

nation to keeb the Africans out of i y .
kt, kekt O“.+’ 1’ 0Q \QAMCH 0A\ o$¢\>h}_ ‘ omit \f_ "4‘ ra{

ek¥ics _

The men who formed the ISL were an integral part of thejLnrgwwk

white labour movement. The task which now faced them was to

break from the hostility of the Labour Party to the Africans,

and to discover the first principle of South African communiwm,

that the African worker and the white Aorker must be brothers.

In the period between 1916 and 1919, the years of inter—

national revolutionary upsurge highlighted by the great

October revolution,the ISL believed that the revolution was

imminent in South Africa too. It believed that the white

proletariat would seize power, but that it could only succeed

with the backing of the Africans, and it must guarantee to them

the "fullest rights they.ure capable of exercising."

These years saw considerable close cooperation between

{m w 2..“ «Wu w. m mama
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In this regard the. Communist Party at that time were

1‘ . n ‘ ’ur rah .ad of any ohher political organisation in rhalisin

the might of the awak 11'1ng Agrican p )oplos

"Tho influ n> ce of the Rue 1
b,,

., >5 Em R'Wol t z

xfryzngqof'lte boundaries 01 m; sov1;t chhltilignariz {alt far

racgs-of ltwfi)ijfifiutififi 4:: tfirm; unsalhvad mus coizzrifg

- ; “ ' ' L“ Opoans
"

31.1 ufi" $931 PnnGAfrican Confer moo CSwnegrgtotym. Andrew S

' ' u 13°13 and “t” “dod by thrue A.N.C. g.x1:;até1e‘:at’ o

vaorthcloss ‘U‘w'ro m ‘ Irole , ‘ -1, 45.11111 (1 b:lin1‘ 11 to: ‘ -‘
tho mcixllittgricwhlto proletariat und tuis was roinfihcidagins
1n the 1922 ytof the white mineworkere n of tho '1' ~ y
dntrjmnntal :orgi-ni t'l'hjs strike of white miners iguésvaaxl

, . ‘ nlerusts of thrwfif . frican -

bggglfrt 25:21:11}: the breaking down of the indugtgizi 23111:
30 “£1811 es . But the issues at that time w= =0 our

. y perceived and tinre was 11 a - 1m mgvrab not
”31:01 to b” 01,1t‘“‘.""’.°" ee_ee‘ Oey...‘o‘e‘eh¢as 01; : 3‘0 12110

e c mpasso tle vmole " reacom. . ré. popumtion um; I. ‘

Wflfiiflmx” , an 11‘ th :y were mine workfigsfinly the "hi Les,

But even though the "Red Revolt" as the White Miners Strike had

been dubbed did not bring a conscious advance in the theoretical epprOOCh
I

of those concerned with the emancipation of labour, events made practice

metrip theory.

There were thcee people like S.P. Bunting end ixxbcx Ivon Jones

who urged that the main taek was the "awakening of the African proletariat"

‘ They found strong allies in the Western

and they now came into their own.

Cpee, whare unlike the Transvaal the main Labo‘ur' force was Coloured.

The Cape Coloured workere were pemnent city reeidente, not migrant

labourers. They had a lohg artisan tradition, and were organised into

trade unions and political organisation. And unlike their Transvaal brethren

they had the vote and were wooed by the political parties.

circumstances socialists at the: Cape,

were Coloured, had a. better consciousness of class eoilideritr than did

those of the Transvaal end were fer lees prone to the racial prejudicee

of the North. Nevertheless it 18 the-rpolitice of the Transvaal, as the

iniuetrial never-centre, that dominate the working—cleee movement, as they

e theoretical ueeuee the small Cape xii

do mryyhing else. Although an eom
(and even Natal) socialist

and more important Transvaal bodies.

     

   

re recruited in numbers

mm For the first time Africans we

and African Commiete established the first

ed on to the Executive of

1.0.1]. branches in the. Transvaal end were elect

man") as it was pOpularly knm)

“Ndiyakubone Mlmxgu“ ("I see you, white

party made very important advances

As a result of the new policy this

and opportunities were created for the emergence 01‘ ”Wrm

African Commmiet leaders, among them Moses Kotene, Albert Nzule, J.B. Marks,

Edwin Hofutemwem and Johennee Nkoei,.who was shot

by police at the great pan barium; attempt in 1930 at Certm‘ight‘e Plate

in Durban.
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~;?*—“~*L:-tho—IrSrLt“8nd'fiiN;C? éddfiération reached its~peakwwh€h53h.

1918 three I.S.L. and five A.N.C. leaders were charged Jointly

with incitement to public violence as a result of their part

in an African mine strike. :

With its affiliation to the Third International, and
in mnq

I with the formatioqAat Cape Town of the Industrial and Commercid

Werkers Union (the I.C.U.)) a mass organisation of African

workers which swiftly drew tens of thousands of militant

workers into its ranks, the situation was ripe for a great

advance by the ISL and its transformation from a body with

roots in the white aristocracy of labour into one drawing the

main bodyof its members from the masses of unskilled workers,

the Africans.
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though they gave qualified electoral

\“‘ The Communists, a1

support to the Lubour—Nationalist coalition noa found that

l they could no longer obtain a hearing among the white morkers,

demoralised by the crushing of their strike, an5:fi::tile
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than ever to the Africans:%z‘

gofiginually urged that
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ing of the Party whic
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wack_bafidene=6keng the Africannflnow came into its own.
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‘ self-contradictoiy._Xca itis self-cofitranictory.

 

l

quexprgssed the thesis of nationyl self-determination 1n‘ the form_

 

of the r1ght ofnations toself-determination, including secession. t’5 §§X

of a simple formula: "aisunion for the purpose of union.! JUSt

-th1nk - disunlon for -the purpose of union! It even smacks of the '4,_}i

paradoxical. And yet this "self—contradlctory" formula reflects thatI

11v1ng truth of dialectic: which enables dialectical materialists ' 3§£* 7

to gggufigg_ the most iwpregnab1e fortresses 1n the shpere L? the__#

517%"? H‘ 3.3... .. \

nat1ona1 questiun, as in all other spheres. ‘
r...

The same must be said 01 (he formula of nationai cultuxe: /

 

the b1osaom1ng of national cultures (and languages). in thejer14941i¥
2".9*"':&

  

 

of people's democracy 11th the ob ect of 3rernr1ng the way £01 the.

  
dying away and fusion 1nto a single,. common, culture (and a Single,

common language)1n _tho period of the victory of the people all OVer if»;:x

the world. 1 ‘ ' ,. - . ‘ '7‘ ‘3
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aha opportunist, and fearful of the Eghmunist call to
meals -u¢L , »

militantgaction, turned against. the part1.) c3394“ that this;
oks
were white-dominated and expelleq all Communis s from the 1T“)

4— N- r515.“ It! HI: 0%

I.C.U. Becuflse of its late entry into the ICUjfihe Communié 3

did not have sufficient support among the ICU rank and file

to challenge % anti-co mmunist leadership and resist the

expulsienéfi s a result the ICU went on its way to inevitable.

disaster, losing its militancy, its leaders in violent personal I

conflict, and its fund squandered and embezzled. By 1932

the great ICU was little more than a memory)&

 

  

   
  

  

During the stocktaking following the communfst failure

in the U and the resultant discussion on the policy of

regard to the African struggle for national
party JuxxafifleAHa;
'rty wé§*§§§f§te 4§$w§4§r5§ resolution

ernationa
on South Africa which brought the

\\

the part w
liberation,

fififlhlfiilifln; the

from the Communist /

\‘ ——4 national

 
 



 

 

  



 

  



 

 

"Was it not similar, 
‘ we said, to Marcus Garvey's slogan éAfrica for the Africans‘

which the C.P. had alwaxs opposed as the exact opposite of

internationalism? How could wk reconcile such a cry with our

steadfast aim and slogan: "Workers cf the world, unitel"?

We, as Soutthgggcan communiets, had claimed to repeesent the

aspirations of all workers, Black and white; Wang ngflrye were

being asked to go before che masses as a purely black, even,

as we saw it, as an unti-white Party. Aluost all the white

communists were indignant, ahd black communists like Thibedi,

who had_heen trained in the old traditibn, equally so." fifilfimpfégl.
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