In uOUth ﬂfri y, whene the Afrficans, Coloured and
Indians/ﬁggstitute 80% of the pOpulationﬂﬁnjoy almost no
poliﬁc&l rights and are held 1n a state of subJjection and
poverty by the ruling white mbnority, one of the key
questions faced by the Communist Party since its formatkon
has been the formulation of a correct policy on ﬁ%e national
question - that 1s, a policy which would most efféctively
rally the African rural masses and the oppressed Inulan and
Coloured minorities into glliance with the proletariat and
under the leadership of the Marxist-Leninist Party in the

struggle to end national oppression, as an essential pafirt

PR
of the ﬂggs;ie to end capitalist exploitation,

}\ﬂ £, \\ﬁ!\]
The hammering out m= ef a correct policy wés made more

difficult by the fuct that, unlike the struggle characteristic
Oof the rest of Africua, in 8outh africa it was not sluply a
question of fighting for independence from foreign white
rule., The substantial white minority is far from belng

merely the direct agent of an overseas imperialist governuent,
THE whites as a whole, and in particular the afrikaners who
constitute the majority of them, huve thelr roots deep 1n

South Africa and know no other home., They are white ifricuns.,

And the situation is 21ll the more complex in that the
oppressed people, far from being a homogerfous community, are
themselves diviaed up into a lurge number of different
national entitikes, the African 'pre-nations!, the Coloureds
and the Indians. ke Fhe oppressing whites are themselves
divided into ifrikaner and English natioﬁdantitLZes with very

severe economic conflicts straining their unity both internally

and in relation to one another . And ‘”QQ (a\ow-nla
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Looking beck- at the long and difficult rosd coverad by
the pion ers O Sﬁuth African communirm it 1s not surprising
\\n ¥ e covee Nt P** “'\ RN f’ﬁ& No 'lw#ﬂ r«uuahr\)
to find thaqmﬁhpj stumbled oftpn, did not always polnt out
the best route, und sometimes even had wearily to Tretruce

their footstens down wslieys which they hid not perceived to

be dead-ends,

Becsuse in a small movement like ours, such a description
Oof our past history might be thought to weaken the confidence
of those who look to us for a lead it is worth repesting the
words of D.Ne. slagt, mecxetary of the Incdoneslan Comwuni st
Party, in a recent rﬂve&wigi the history of that griat party,
noi.,. the bilggest 1n the cupitalist world: "If we, today,
recell the entire period of the 1920's und even x if we
recall the entire period up to 1951, we will realise Jjust how
shallow the Communists! knowledge of Mixarxism-Leninism was-ut
that time. This is why we should not be surpriseada if, during
the periodprior to 1951, the welding of Mar:ism-Leninism
with the practice of the Indonesian Revolution did not proceed

VYootwuoke-
in l2ading the Indonesian Hebolution, opeech delivered 1in

well and rapidly, and some serious miStﬂ?Ei were committed
January 1959 to the Indonesian Peoples University, Marxism
Today, April 1959, p. lOé).

"But 1t was due to the fact that Marxism-Leninlism had
entered into the Indonesian Independence Movement that these
serious mistakes and fuailures did not weaken and certainly did
not destroy the revolutionary movement of the Indonesian people.
Marxism-Leninism helps the working cluss to analyse and druw

conclusions from mistukes and fallures, and 1ln this way to

raise the struggle of the Indonesian preople to a higher level, "

These words are fully spplicable to the history of the
Scuth African Communist Purty and in particular to its striving
for a correct policy with regard to the national liberg&oty

movemeaent.
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The South African Communist Party is by far the olcest 1n

isfrica., Hstablished as tune CPSA in 1921, it was the direct
(1.5.L,

successor of the International Soclezlist Lesgueawhich was

Ky .;‘Q. VWA mca\xp l’(__, Qﬁﬂtfﬂ(_l' O \T‘E\ e 2o hxnwgn.-}ﬁl(l_, Inﬁn-ﬁ‘tﬁwf,q_,}
forme “Iﬂ“l?lSthd whteh apolied for affiliation to the Third
Communist International shortly after tha-holding=of the first

Congress of the—Comintern—in 1919,

These ploneers of Marxism-Leninism in South Africa were

all white men, predominantly. British immwigrent workers on the

bro

industrial complex thut had ceveloped around the mines 1in
Johannesburg ang'its vicinity. They were men whose polltical
e:.pariznce wggngkgined to that of the British trude union &nd
Labour movement, and the organisations they formed,—ineluding
thg;ﬁﬁuthwﬁ£ricantL&heurﬂratgg; were modelled on those 1n

Bri ti?m .

Although thelir military and working class consclousness
made them seize esgerly on Marxist-Leninist ideas when the
Russian revolution brought these within thzir ken the founders
of the I.S.L. were, at the time of its formation by no m=ans

Mot |
Marxists. Thz;-were militant soclalist internationullsts who

perceived that the first world wae was simpdy a struggle
between rival capitalist power blocs und %hey refused to

t- k e ‘“Q\Hf{ ) ﬁﬁ"x
mem were socialists of all hues,pfablans,

support 1it, but
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were in constant danger that as the African acquired indus-

trial skills, whites would be replaced by biacks, or would

have to accept theff far lower African wage rates,

¢

The white trade union movement, therefore was aominated

by feur of the corpatlitioun of the ifrican workers and dotermi-

. ‘ gn '\\\L \ '\ WAL M p
nation to keep the ifricans out of 1-!\0“ g; Q")\D‘b' . o B af\
Wecettoy-, and  that The

sl e Cee Noe :\ - |
ha men who formed the ISL were an integral part of the:meQmm&

\Q\ " houvdd be epbt out ot W ST o
‘ﬁ::,td.\u{ >‘~’ﬂ’5¢ *\‘ ELC ot '-5\""1—\'.4:‘5
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white labour movement. The task which now fuaced them was to
break from the hostility of .the Labour Party to the Africans,
snd to discover the first principle of South ifrican communi-sm,

that the African worker znd the white .orker must be brothers.

In the period between 1916 and 1919, the yeurs of lnter-
national revolutionary upsurge highlighted by the great
October revolution, the ISL believed that the revolution was
imminent in South Africa too. It believed that the white
proletariat would selze power, but that it could only succeead
with the backing of the Africuns, and it must guarantes to them

the "fullest rights they.are capable of axercising.”

These years saw considerable close coopgration between
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In this regard th~r Commmnist Party at that time were

. 4 " ¥ "
I'ar '1h _.ad Of any OLHGI‘ T)Oli Lical omanisa L‘i on 1!1 | g Hl 15 1119'
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the might of the awak ming Agrican p‘oples

"
Te influ nee of the R
be the Russlan Rovolut £
;an;imilteﬁlmdarlﬁs ol il Sovi:t Rephhligna,’;fl f:a}lt far

PA0OH -of "Lrl“ Jz;‘;’::'lutzgg«?l _‘Lﬁrl.h.; cnslaved eRxx coioirtﬁ
:.‘:1'1 Ll};e :5931 Pan®African Confer nce céwne:{rgtﬁttf.h- o pimndiy

«Be. du Bols and att nded by three AN.C. gﬂ]_i:zat%z:at

g e

Noevertinless thore was still o,

role ' h 2 g b:liof in the e
e mgaiziﬁcwhégotprol:tgriat and tnis was rninfircid&ginb
1]‘1 Fha 1922 gtril{nklﬂ WI}itﬁ ﬂ]irlf}WOI‘kurs n of th.@ lltrm_svg 1
Sb ik aihay B fH:. This strlke of white min-rs wa£ )
fﬁugﬂt against £ Inteor:sts of the African min-'rs as 1t
el in he br~aking down of the Industrial col

e mines . DBut the issues at that time warzong:?

so oaslly poerceived and tihno
policy to be folle ' st (LR I Nigkhhanvfiteso the

‘neconpasso.. t'-ito wilol ¢ popu )
_— } Eéf population wud not only the whi tes,

1f th :y werc niln: workors.:

But even though the "Red Revolt" as the White Miners Strike had
bean dubbed, did nob bring & conscious advance in the theoretical approach

of theose c¢oncerned with the emancipation of labour, events made practice

There were thcse people 1ike S.P. Bunting and $yxabxx Ivon Jones
who urged that the main task was the "gwakening of the African proletariat”
and they ncw came into their own, They found strong allies in the Western
Cpae, where unlike the Transvaal the main 1abour force was Coloured.

The Cape Coloured workers were permanent clity resident3, not migrant

1abourers., They had a lohg artisan tradition, and were organised into
trade unions and political organisation, And unlike their Transvaal brethren

they had the vote and were wooed by the political parties, Irn these
circurstances socialists at the Cape, some of the most outstarding of whom
, had a better consciousness of class soilidarit; than did
those of the Transvaal and were far less prone to the racial prejudices

of the North, Nevertheless it is the- politicas of the Transvaal, as the

sniustrial never-centre, that domrinate the work ing-class moverent, as they
e, Although cn some theoretical ussues the small Cape =ik
* ‘ $xehm (and even Natal)soclalist

: u advance of h bipger and more important Transvaal bodies,

kgrisans For the first time Africans were recruited in numbers
Party, and African Commnists established th= first

i.C.,U. branches in the Tranevaal and were elected on to the “xecubive of
"Ndiyakubona Mlungu” ("I see you, white man") as it was popularly known)

As a result of the new policy this party made very important advances
and opportunities were created for the emergence of sorgbOcma K F XX

African Commnist leaders, arong them Moses Kotane, Albert Nzula, J.B. lMarks,
Edwin Mofutsunyana and Johannes Nkosi,.who was shot mmwlﬂ!
by police at the great pass burhhgg attempt in 1930 at Cartwright's Flats

in Durban,
- 6 =
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1918 three I.S.L. and five A.N.C. leaders were charged Jointly
with incitement to public violence as a result o their part
in an African mine etrike. .

With its affiliation to the Third International, and

\n 1919
formationpat Cupe Town of the Industrial and Commercilal

with the
Wgrkars Union (the I.C.U.Z’ a mass organisation of African
workers which swiftly drew tens of thousands of militant
workers into its ranks, the situation was ripe for a gre=at
advance by the ISL and its transformztion from a body with
roots in the white aristocracy of labour into one drawing the

main body of its members from the masses of unskilled workers,

the Africans.,
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lvhough they gave qualified electorul

» found that

The Communists, &

suppor

they could nc longer obtsin a hearing smong the white vorkers,
ol

demoralised by the ecrushing of their strike, an&:hostile
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e wing of the Part#”whfai“ﬁa foﬁ%inually ﬁrge

h
Yack was ‘EL N avsecht o 'Proletevie
work be_done—6meng the Africansg now came into 1ts O
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ﬁtation of the ques tiﬂnuéﬂigational culture. L e
.4 It may be said that, presented in this way, the qﬂestiﬂn ;‘:;;I.‘

self-contradictoiy. Iﬁa it 15 sel*-coﬁtradictory. Pyt fhis co

i *—3';';: ?ﬁ 3
tradiction.is & llving thing,'and it 18 'a complete reflectioﬁfof gV

dialeCtics' "~  'Lﬁ?7°

B l;k q o R : . " 1
Take, tor exig;lc, thn nay <me sreat wriler pneacnts the question*

of the right of'nationa to self-aetermination, including qecossion. S

i

He_expressed the thesis of nation:l self-determination in the form¥ .:;glf}
of & siuple formula: “aisunion for the purpose of union." Just
think - disunion for the purpose of unionl Tt even smacks of the ”-'iy; ;

"'I-

paradaxical. ﬁnd yet this "self-contradlictory™® formula reflects that

living truth of dislectics which enables dialectlical mﬂteridlists 2 ﬁ?

ta c.puﬁyg the most 1mpregnable fortresses in the shpere UT‘the gfﬁ:;fi-fﬁg
nmtional quastiun, .s in all other spheres. Tl

i

Tho same must Dpe ﬂ*id of (he formula of national cu;tuia. {

dying away and fusion 1nto i sinble, nommon, culture (and a sinsla,_

common 1anguaga) 1n tho period of the victarf of the peorle all over ifn ;ﬁ

‘] 4 th unaerst this dialectical Maracter - Mij .
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; is the milfortun 0f our aeviators t thﬂ?’@ijQt.under"3f%igé%i
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Affféans,nére recruited in numbers into the Party for the

ists established the first ICU
- ,..L"
unists(iwere elected on to

first time, end African comm

. |
branches in the Transvaal and Comm
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the exacutive of that body.
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and opportunist, and fearful of the Ea?munist call to
_ | o PN&;

|

kbbbt iery the

from the Communist /
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militant .action, turned against the pargg cEiAang that they

VS
- 11 Communists from the
were white-dominated anq+§xpelleq a y ¥ L R ) |

I.C.U. Becudse of its late entry into the ICUjﬁﬁngommunié s
did not have suffici:nt support among the ICU rank and flle

to challenge
expulsionéfb

anti-co mmunist leadership and resist the

s a result the ICU went on its way to 1nevitable:

=

disaster, losing its militancy, its leaders in violent personal
conflict, and its fund squandered and embezzled. By 1932
the great ICU was little more than & memory)%ﬁ

During the stocktaking following the communfst failure

in the U and the'resultant discussion on the policy of

f _
regard to the African struggle for national
party

hreught -the-
Tty wa?rm&%f‘%%%rﬁ. resolution

arnation
. %g %o% h Africa which brought the

N

H‘ 5,

the part{ W
liberation,
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Of--those 1ce. ad, EF OUX— T z "Was 1t not similar,
welsai&, to Marcus Garvey's slogan @Africa for the Africans®
which the C.P. had always Oppdsed &8s the exact opposite of
iﬁternationalism? How could We reconcile such a c-ry with our
steadfast aim and slogant "Workers of the world, unitel"?
We, as South Aifrican communiéts, had clﬁiméd to reperesent the
aspirations of all workers,'ﬁlack and Whité}=t&qgwngﬂayelﬁer6
being asked to go before cvhe masses as & purely black, =ven,
as we saw 1lt, us an anti-white Party. Alrost all the white
communists were indignant, aﬁd black communists like Thibedi,
who had been trained in the old tradition, esqually so." [P A

b RN #
1ough/the-demand for \African rule i3 commonplace,|it

ed that at this\time even the

aders of the

must be rem

n
adership-of the Europeans," _.Jf

cement "under thed
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