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This application is to provide for the further devel opment of the Commission for Religiou
S

Affairs of the African National Congress. Since 1995 the CRA has established itself in th
e

ANC, the religious communities, and anpbngst the wider public. So far it has been supporte
d

solely by ANC funds, with outside contributions for sem nars etc. The CRA now requires
consi der abl e expansion and is being put on a proper footing with adequate staffing and
facilities.
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Fromits inception the ANC has had strong support fromreligious people, and ANC Reli giou
S

Conmittees operated in Lusaka and London during the exile years. The Comm ssion for
Rel i gi ous Affairs was subsequently established by the NEC in South Africa. The 14 menber
Conmission is representative of all major religious groups. The staff consists of a Natio
na

Coordi nator al one. (See attached |eaflet 'The Role and Functions of the CRA'I.
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The main features of the work so far have been dictated by the realisation that the spir
tua

and material denmands of the transformati on of South Africa required strong participation
of

both poiitical and religious communities. Wilst there were those in both canps who saw t
hi s

cooperation as a necessity, others viewed it askance, or of secondary inportance. It was
therefore necessary for the CRAto take initiatives to support the endeavour, and to fulf
il a

facilitating role which enabled different forces to cooperate.

- communi cati ons were established across the wi de spectrum of religious

conmuni ties, including the ecunenical and inter-faith spheres. and sone ngos. Data bases
wer e established, and personal comunications set up with | eaders and active figures.

- relationships were established to bring a religious aspect to the Masekhane

Canpai gn, which produced the booklet 'Faith and Peopl e Power, and subsequent neetings.

- wWith assistance from NZA. a sem nar and subsequent bookl et and vi deo were

made on the subject 'Faith and Politics in Society’.

- an event was arranged in June 1997 for President Mandela to neet the |eaders of

all religious cormmunities, and the President’s speech set out the thene of cooperation fo
r

transformation. This was foll owed by the establishment of the National Religious Leaders
Forum (NRLF) in August 1997.

- through the NRLF, all religious and political comunities were brought together to

a Mral Summit in Cctober 1998, and the subsequent Code of Conduct for persons in
positions of responsibility.

- having initiated the process which led to the establishnent of the NRLF by the
religious bodies, the ANC CRA felt it proper to wthdraw

- the ANC response to the Moral Summit was the booklet 'Ethical Transformation', - a
statenment on the nore! renewal of the nation for discussion throughout the country. This
process continues.

- CRA brought together the NRLF and the Masekhane Campaign to produce a

programme to spread the Ubuntu Pl edge, which has been published in 7 | anguages.



- consultations with several governnent departnents and initiatives have increased,

and this is now a regular feature of CRA work. It currently includes questions of H V/ A D

s, the

Conmi ssion for the Protection and Pronotion of Cultural, Religious and Language Ri ghts,
Chapl ai nci es, the TRC and Reparations, and on-goi ng debates.

- the relevance of ANC work in the religious sector became nore apparent dun’' ng the

el ection period, and positive devel opments took place in both religious and political cir
cl es.

- the pamphl et ' The ANC and Religion’ has been in great demand.

- CRA played a role in the preparations for the inauguration.

- during 1999 a series of Seninars have been held in each province on Religion and
Politics in National Transformation’ fundd by NZA. These have provided a basis for on-go
ng

work at provincial and regional levels. The major factor of these Sem nars has been the

contact with 'grass-root’ menbers of the political and religious conmunities, and with th

e

i nsi stent demand for nore work of consultation and inspiration for nation building at the
| oca

| evel .

- recogni sing the inmportance of the CRA sphere, the President has appointed the

Deputy President as his representative on religious affairs.

- involvenent in many of these areas has led CRAto realise that it has two main

roles: envisioning and facititation. It is to enable people to grasp a vision; and to ena
bl e both

political and religious groups to nove forward.

Reviewi ng the situation at the start of the second term of governnent the

CRA is aware that whilst its work has nade a definite inpact, there is a

crucial demand for nore activity in this area and a mmjor expansi on of

CRA is required.
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The CRA is situated at the ANC Head Ofice, and relates constantly to national and
provinci al structures. Mjor expansion is required to cope with various demands where the

CRA has a Specific and often unique role to play:

- there is need to devel op and bal ance an awareness of spiritual reality within the

ANC, with an awareness of political reality in the communities of faith. The traditiona

western pattern of seeking to keep faith and politics in separate conpartnents is at odds
with

the African holistic vision of the transformati on of society. CRA work is vital to coord

nat e

results in this area. (See 'The RDP of the Soul’

- the ANC | eadership’s awareness of the inportance of a relevant spirituality is not

always carried dowmn to the lower levels, and CRA has a key role to play here in running

Wor kshops. This affects both ANC structures and Parlianment.

- many religious comunities are still seeking their note in the new South Africa, whil st

give a powerful |ead. CRA needs to assist the devel opment of a culture of a united nation

with a spirituality arising fromthe context of inter-faith experience of the South Afric
an

peopl e. This requires close relationshi ps beween CRA and the religi ous conmuniti es.

- these overaii devel opnent themes require the CRA to play a consistent visionary or
prophetic rote, and to pronote specific projects. At national and provincial level thisr
equi res

the pronotion of inter-personal relationships, conferences, consultations, literature, an
d work

in the secular and religious nedia. The major concern however is to pronpte projects at
oca

| evel s which enable the people to cone together, confront their problens, linmtations and
hopes, and conbine their dreans and their efforts in actually building the nation

- specific local projects, whilst using coiiective wisdom nust arise fromthe felt needs
of the local conmunities and are indicated in the reports fromthe Provincial Seninars.
These include bringing | ocal communities together on questions of a new spirituality;

H V/ AIDS; crimnals; a non-corruptive society; the pronmotion of nation building in an int
er-

faith, inter-racial, inter-ciass, non-sexist community; the practice of reconciliation



cooperative | ocal devel opnent projects, and other matters arising fromthe ANC Progranme
of Action. |See MEMO ON CAMPAI GNI NG W 20001

- constant demands fromthe Provinces indicate that one role of CRAis to produce

panphl ets and short instructive literature, in suitable |anguages. Videos have al so prove
d

useful and nore are planned.
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The CRA envi sages the devel opment of its own nenbership in representivity and activity,
and the appointnent of nore full tinme staff persons, so that a comprehensive and consiste
nt

progranmme can be put into operation throughout the country from January 2000.

At the National |evel three positions are involved: a National Coordinator, Adm nistrativ
e

Secretary-Personal assistant, and a theol ogical and religious Research Officer. A CRA

wor ker is also being appointed in each of the nine provinces.

L_EBQIEQ S

El E. "Il .. s . SI” :I"Il BDEH MsM I’

This title was instigated by President Mandel a and has been foll owed up by President Mek
i

The book which fornms the basis of this training was the product of NZA project 9805. Thes
e

Training Sessions will be held in each of the nine provinces, at fortnightly intervals be
ween

February and April 2000. They will take one day and one night (lunch time to lunch tine)
because of travelling tine.

Accommodati on R250 x 50 people R 12 500

Travelling R 80 x 50 4 000

Facilitators R3500 3.5132

Total R 20 000 x 9 : R 180, 000

Two Regi onal Workshops will be held in each province between May and Cctober 2000 Le.

18 workshops in total. In each case they will be adapted to the local conditions, and
Provini cal CRA workers will play a major role.

Accommmodation. R 150 x 100 people R 15 000

Travelling R 80 x 100 8 000

Facilitators R 2500 1.599.

Total R 25 500 x 18 : R459 000
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These Seminars are for the National Conmm ssioners, (including Provincial representatives)
and CRA workers to nmeet, assess, review and plan the work. 4 National CRA neetings wll

be held during the year, and will be tined to coincide with Provincial Training Sessions
in

February and May, and Regi onal W rkshops between June and Octobent tsking an

additional day. This will result in sonme savings, and give greater exposure and

encour agenent to both national and pnvincial cadres.

Accommodation R 30 x 250 R 7 500

Travel R 25 999

R 32 500 x4 : R130 000.

6.4 A detailed national Programme of Action has been adopted by the CRA, after
consul ati on with other ANC structures.
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Regul ar reporting on a tight national progranme directed to specilic ends will be a featu
re of

this new phase of CRA. Although Provincial and local initiatives will be the main channe
of
activity, these will be directed fromAl bert Luthuli House, and nonitored by regular tele

consul tations between all Provincial organisers. The budget includes a neeting of the CRA
even; two nonths, in different centres, some of which will include training workshops wt
h

| ocal people.
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