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"C w,ealth Except UK, Lines Up Wth US On SA
By Maur een Johnson

Associ ated Press

KUALA LUMPUR - Bruised by a

fierce internal battle, |eaders of the 49-
nati on Commonweal th have ended their

bi ennial summit lined up with the United
States in giving South Africa six nonths

to nmake drastic changes.

But British dissent has |eft a gaping hole
in the Cormonwealth front and | eaves the
association of Britain and its former col o-
nies less able than the United States to put
pressure on South Africa.

Spurred by what she described as "im

portant and positive changes,’ in South
Africa, British Prinme M nister Margaret

That cher redoubl ed her |one battl e agai nst
sanctions through the weekl ong neeting

that ended Tuesday.

The upshot was a public sparring match

bet ween Thatcher and the others, |ed by
Canada and Australia, after she issued a
surprise repudiation of the Sunimtfs

decl arati on on South Africa announced
Sunday.

That cher had signed the declaration it-

sel f, which incorporated her objections to
key provi sions.

It calls for tighter financial measures

i medi ately and stipul ates that a nine-
nmenber foreign mnisters conmmttee wll

neet’ 1n April to gauge how far South Afri -
1 ca 5 new president, F..Wde Klerk, has 1
noved toward ending the country s raci al
separati on policies.

Canada and Australia, the declarations
mai n aut hors, thought the dissenting note
in the final text should have been enough
- or at |east Thatcher should have told
them she was issuing a separate repu-

di ati on.

“I'f we all behaved like this, every Com
nmonweal t h docunment woul d be a sham

bles and it woul dnt be worth very nuch,"
Canadi an Prine M nister Brian Milroney

gr unbl ed.

tFWe weren’t forewarned. W were

bl i nd-si ded," he added as the main an-
tagonists let | oose nore recriminations at
news conferences before headi ng hone
Tuesday.

That cher countered the others were be-
ing ttabsolutely ridicul ous.”

uThese peopl e who nake use of free

speech must expect others to do the
same," she told reporters, adding, "If it’'s
one against 48, | am very sorry for the 487
The Commonweal th committee s neet -

ing next April is to gauge whether de Klerk
has enbarked on "irreversibl e" change.
Canadi an External Affairs Secretary

Joe Cark, the commttee chairnman, said
that would include draft legislation to
repeal the basic tenets of apartheid that
deny the black majority the vote and en-
shrine racial segregation of |and.
Simlarly, US. Assistant Secretary of



State Herman J . Cohen said this nonth
that unlws de Klerk takes |egislative ac-
tion by June to end apartheid, President
George Bushls administration will con-

si der new neasures.

It will consult with Congress, its Euro-
pean allies and J apan about tougher sanc-
tions uif, after the next (South African)
parliamentary session, there is very little
to show for it? Cohen told the U S. Senate
Foreign Rel ati ons Comittee.

The next session of South Africals white-
donmi nated Parliament begins in February
British officials flatly rejected the dead-
line notion in Kuala Lunpur, descri bing

it as artificial and saying it would box in
de Klerk and nmake it inpossible for him
to change.

and ends 1n June.

Like the United States, the Conmon-

weal th summit did not specify any new
neasures. Anti-apartheid groups want

coal, oil and South Africa' s huge di anond
m ni ng industry targeted.

The United States already has left the
Comonweal th wel | behi nd on sanctions
because Britain resists them and bl ack
southern African countries, mainly Com
nmonweal th menbers such as Zi nbabwe

and Zanbi a, depend on South Africa ecm
nomi cal | y.

Thus the Commonweal t hl s npbst ardent
advocates of sanctions - and Thatcherls

harshest critics - inplenment hardly any
enmbar goes.

"The Conmonwealth in practice is in

step with ne . . . in what it says, we take

a different view," Thatcher comrented in

a Kual a Lunpur.

Under U.S. legislation passed in 1986 af-

ter Congress overrode a veto by then

Presi dent Ronal d Reagan, Washington 1

has i nposed the strictest enbargow of

any major South African trading partner

They include bans on inports of fruit,

veget abl es, grain, mineral fuels, uranium

and radioactive material s.

South Africals two biggest trading part-

ners are Japan and ltaly, followed by the

United States, West Gernany and Britain.

A list of 11 non-binding enbargoes

agreed in 1986 by all Commonweal th na-,

tions except Britain included a ban on air

links, agricultural products, tourist pro

notion and inports of uranium coal, iron

and st eel

Britain inmposed only a few token neas-

i ures as a gesture to the Commonwealth,

which South Africa quit in 1961

That cher opposes sanctions in principle,
saying they hurt blacks npst and strength-

en white resistance to change.

Sone critics, particularly African na-

tions, charge she is worried about British

i nvestnments, does not want to | ose the

trade, and is synpathetic to the Pretoria

admi ni stration.



