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i T!lE “one-mhillon strong” indlanl-gbcznn‘flyln' Into South Afl‘lch'lM’ e community In South Africa is.¥ month but.the Indian governme t ", confused - and  divided - over s * has 'yet to granl Alr-India vc,;‘- : " response to the turmoll lwccplnr thiy " msslon.Yci sources In Alr-Indin 'g! }" I ;¢ country as It heads for Incyliablg » 8ist that they are teady 10 go ahea . majorlty rule. vy gy § 7 Elsewhere on the conllncn!,'mdd i' 

. ! 

; 
‘A 

TR [ 

3 Indlans have long been in’the * Indlans came as the busincss ‘an * iforefront of : the struggle. sguinst':' merchant class. Here, In contrast, th 
. apartheld, but, as this raclst systern ¢ Va3t majorlty came as fpdentu i _crumbles, the community 14 gripped . |about, with traders being brought ' e .. by fear of the results ofmn}orny tule,, Jater. No‘one tame here on a Britlilf §f | The reason for this Is the experience j passport but worked' In mincs ) | 

© of black rulo In the rest of Aftica and ¢ Other F"Cc' where the locals witl i} | Ih% current violence between Zulug ""‘.’V!" ng or lil-cquipped fo worki 7} - and the supporters of the Afffean’ %7 LT, - a e : Na1u'om;| Congress (ANC). - A ~.No Choice "+ » i 
“Thelrony 1s that a sccilon of a: ' 1y . Wi ¢ s 

. community, which was unequlvoe.- * soIl’}chmd‘{a? :gcnl;_flcatlon ’l“;-.!' 
cally opposed to the ruling Nallonal JUAN Indlnncl 'hc!r'c .crrc gro."foxl ,c % b " Varly of President F. W de Kiork * holders. Even If the slitieL 1] 
during the days of apartheld, Is now ffi;’fi(’b?c.fl%cffiu lc‘;:glc' ll'lcb&:u-g 

.-lrrlng 1o hedge fts bets. It Is toylng « 16-20 per cont o?' lndlar;:marye in . 
* with idcas of backing Mr de Kferk,.” i pc' lcave, The test b flb';" 

specially In the Cape province, ! gfi;|c:’? b?:cac: y th s avc“_ i Others, malnly In Natal, would prefer ', “worker '’ i cy' gl ' 
10 throw In thelr lot with the ANC, W o profcssionals and Yos! Mol i oo - hii Lo ) find it difficult 1o start }ife clscwherg, i el bcrokts bl Ty Most hayc no confact whatsoevet 

-0 Y wlth India and know Hitle about N, 
. Bcst Bet . il "+ .. The thought ofcmlgmln% fo Intie, 
i . ¥ : "2 or anywhere clse, Is far from thelt ] 

Somc arc of the vlew that the mlndly." e ) 
+ 'community’s best bet Is the malnten- . 1y @ new South Afriea of c'un‘ : 

ance of ity scparale Identity \hrou&h - opportunity, only the skilled 1,,3.,,,- ; 
the Natal Indian Congress (NIC), the , wlfi have a betier chance. Sinco 

, Transvaal Indlan Congress (TIC) and ™, Indiany were placed Just above fh 
* the CapcIndlan Congress (CIC) — all . placks In the apartheld sysicns, hos 

;. part of the former South African ; of them are bound fo fecl the pressurd ! 
- Indian Congress —" and thereby | of the scramble to give blacks theliy] 

cnsure {ts bargnining power. Others  gue, This Is already happening: over' 
- arc of the view that the communlty 40 per cent of the students inetho" 

should forgo its cthnic Identity and  [ndlan unlversity in Durban “arh 
hazard hs future on the goodwlll of " black. The job mobility In the new 

_ the blacks in the ANC. . " Soulth Africa will result in nore 
The strongest fecling all around s - compctition, In the lower rungs of the \ 

* that the Indian government fhould + job market, Indians may be squeczed 
* make It presence felt in South Africd . {o make room for blacks. e 

al this juncture, India should cstab- Increased frecdom of movement lili 

! 

  

    
lish diplomatic relations, even "" also resulting In more strect crime, 

. picfers to wall for the establishment . Sjums are muslirooming and ioclhj 
- of an Interim government of national * tensions are on the risc. The whil § 

unity to establish cconomic relations. . regima finds these tensions handy (- ‘-, 
This would givc a clecar mestage 10 ¢ exploit. )1 takes an cffort for mos " 
the Indian community, strengthen 1t © people to realise that it s the yetrs 8f - . 
ostlon vis-a-vis the ANC and ensurc  apartheid, and not Mr Mandcla an " 

“te futyre, It would also ensurc 8 role  the ANC, ihat arc responsible for tlic . 
" for India In the development of South  gudden cruption of urban problents) : 

Africa. There I8 8 great deal of  This fe the kind of awakening thét™ ! 
*‘disappointment that the “Pakistanl  Jndian activists In the ANChro lrylng." - 

and Malaysian national , airlincs 1o creatc within the comimunity. *. 
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139 Smitt Street, Braamfortein, Johanneshurg 

It's time to celebrate 
the negotiators’ triumph 

N recent months, this and other 
newspapers have tried to tear 
apart the interim constitution, 
Bill of Rights and related legisia- 

tion being drafted at the World 
Trade Centre, potnting out every 
possible problem. We have had a 
feld day and given space 10a range 
of interest groups to ask, demand or 
plead for changes 10 évery succes- 
stve drafl, 

Hopefully, we contributed to 
improvements in those Bills. 
Hopefully, we have at least drawn 
attention to potential problems. 

The end result is a sertes of 
imperfect documents. The Bil] of 
Rights, for example, stll allows for 
detention without trial in a state of 
emergency, albeit with a sreater 1evel of court scrutiny than required 
in the past. It appears to outlaw 
abortion by guaranteeing a right to 
life. The clause on freedom of 
expression is inadequate; the one 
on the right of access to official 
Information wholly so. Unequiy. 
ocal gender equality has not yet 
been settled because of the objec- 
tions of traditionalists who want 
excepuions allowed for customary 
law. Nor has the uncertain, but erit- 
ical, property clause. 

The censtitution also has its 
flaws. By ensuring that the 
party can do almost nothing with- 
out the agreement of any other 
party that gets more than 20 per- 
cent of the vote, it presents a new 
adminisiration with the bestial 
choice between lame-duck govern- 
ment and rule by horse-trading. 
Either the election winners will be 
hamessed by the Josers, or they 
will have to accept horse-tradin 
as a national way of life for the fve- 
year period of the intertm constitu- 
tion. 

The choeice of constitutional court 
Judges, the selection of cabinet myn- 
Isters. the allocation of resources for 
health and education — all of these 
things will be dectded by bargaining 
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and influence-mongertng, rather 
than rational or strategic choice. 

These are the inevitable faults of a 
rushed process and tough negotia- 
dons in which all sides have made 
major compromises, And noboedy 
can criticlse them for rushing or 
maldng deals. 

In the end, neither of these are 
bad documents: they provide a start 
1o democratisation and are incom- 
parably better than anything we 
have ever had before. We will have a 
government that {$ more account- 
able. more transparent and more 
rcpresentative than ever before. 
And we should remember that 

the US constitution — also a result 
of lengthy haggling, compromising 
and hn?ep.h‘ndins wao a fou - 

from-perfect document when it was 
adopted two centuries ago. But | 
problems were dealt with cver time. 
amendments were made when nec. 
essary and court interpretations 
cleared some of the ambiguities and 
contradictions. 
Now it requires a national deter- 

mination to make democracy work 
~ by taking part in elections in 
April and focusing thereafter on 
reconstruction and development; 
by finding solutions as well as 
faults; by acceping Imperfection 
and using the new tools that will be 
at our disposal (a constitutional 
Court, a land claims court) to deal 
with it. 

This does not mean newspapers 
such as ours will stop finding fault 
with the constitution and the Bill of 
Rights. Or campaigning for 

    

But we will celebrate, with the 
majority of our countryfolk, the tri- 
umph of the negotiators in achiey- 
ing this extraordinary level of agree- 
ment and joining them in driving 
ahead towards that wonderful 
moment when we will have what we 
walted so long for: a one-person, 
one-vote election in relatively free 
conditions.  



  

Leader of KZP 
mvestlgatlon 
dismissed -. 
  

Farouk Chothla 
  

TOP Natal policeman who was spearheading a 
major investigation into alleged kwaZulu Police 

nvolvement in political violence was uncere- 
monjously sacked {rom his Job a fortnight ago. 

The head of a seven-member SAP investigation unit, 
Captain Jugdesh Koobalr, was transferred last week 
back to his previous routine job as deputy station 
commander at the Chatsworth police station. 

Expressing shock at his dismissal, the Alrican 
National Congress northern Natal secretary, Senzo 
Mchunu, said Koobatr was making “much headway” 
in tnvestigations into the alleged tnvolvement of the 
KZP in violence in Estkhawini township near Empan- 
eril. 

: “We understand that at least 10 KZP members have 

been artested as a result of investigations by his unit.” 
said Mchunu. adding: “There's no doubt in our minds 
that this transfer will affect the unit's work.” 

South African Police spokesman Colone} Coert 
Marais vehemently denied the charge, saying that the 
unit worked closely with the SAP reporting officer for 
Natai/kwaZulu, advocate Neville Meiville. “Everything 
is transparent. Advocate Melville has a look into inves- 
tigations,” sald Marais 

But Meiviile was not consulted on Koobair's dis- 
missai and expressed disappointment at the decision. 

“1 think he (Koobair) had got to a position where he 
had established good relations not only with political 
representatives but also with people on the ground,” 
said Melwlle. 

SAP sources claimed Uiat récism was a major reason 

behind Koobatr's disinissal, saying that several white 
oflicers wrre dissaus(ied that an Indian was in charge of 
investigating the police. Replied Marals: "I can definite. 
ly rule out racism (as a reason for the transfer). Nincty- 
nine percent of peopie in that unit are Indians.” 

The sources also complained about the manner of 
Koobalr's dismissal. “He ts out {n the feid most of the 
ume. A note was slipped under his office door inform- 
ing him that he was being translerred.” one said. 

The unit was formed last August in terms of the 

National Peace Accord charged with investigating 
public complaints against both the KZP and SAP. 

The new head of the unit is a white offlcer, Major 

Pict Nortjc. His background is unkown. 
Melville said it had been "Indicated” to him that 

Nortje was taking over the unit because he was more 
experienced than Koobalr. Melville added that while 
he has repeatedly asked the SAP to attach more expe- 
rienced officers to the unit it was “unfortunate that 
Koobair has been removed”. 

" Mchuny sald the ANC had made numerous appeals 

to both the Coldstone Commission and the SAP to 
investigate alleged KZP involvement in a spate of vio- 
lent incidents in Esikhawini last vear. "We were 
ignored. It was only when Koobalr's unit was formed 
that investigations started,” added Mchunu. Marias 
gave an assurance that the unit's work would not be 
hampered by the fact that Nortje is the new head. If 
he is given a job then It must be done.” sald Marajs.    



‘Crut:ial role’ for defianf Gwala | 

has a quarter of the counlry's pepulation. 

=And il s 10 these areas thal the enciny Is 

stepping up viokence. Their grand stralegy in 

Natal Is that it must remain a base of the P 

Despite his dilferences wilh 

the ANC leadership, Harry 

l 

enabling Mm to retain his post as reglonal | 

chalrman. As he Is now on the NEC as ah ex- | 

olficlo member by virtie of the facl that he is 

he chalrman of a region, he has effectively 

oulmanceuvied Mandela. Chwala believes he has a crucial 

role to play In the coming 

election, writes Farouk Chothia 
  

SN o bioyant mood afler hesting Nelson 

Mandela n thelr recent confrontalion, 

ANC Natal Midiands chalrman Harry 

Gwala satd this week thal he would e 

willing lo scrve b @ fulure regional asscinbly 

— andd would continue 0pposing QONCESSIoNs 

petng nade to the government and right wing. 

Gwala has sald in the past that he would 

nol scrve in a futuse gt)vnmnt-nl The fact 

Ut he 1s avaltable for the reglonal assembly, 

atxh plans to take o hard bne there, 1s unlike- 

Iy in please the ANC's national leadership. 

tn an dnterview this week, Gwala sald he 

saw himsell playing a crucial role In leading 

the ANC to viclory In the April 27 election as 

1 would be among thost providing strong 

jeadership to defeal the “enemy’. 

f1e said the outcome of notional cleclions 

wonld be delermined n the densely populat- 

od WY replon and n Matal/kwaZulu which 
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| 
| from where Chief Buthelezl will be able Lo 

draw his strength,” sald Gwala He addod that Gwala denied having a healed row wAth 

1l was therefore necessary for the ANC to have Mandela at the conlerence. “itis mdsleading to 

strong leadership in Natal/kwaZulwe. say that. The ANC is a SUOng organisation | 

“ am not the only person in that position and we have debales and discussion.” I 

{huk) 1 asm the post scilor ANC member in Howrves., he conceded Uhere were sharpdif- | 

this region. 'm nol basing {his senorily on  ferences between ihe ANC's Midiands region | 

chronolegical age but on the tine 1joled the  and the NEC on ssues refaling to constiu- 1 

ANC. 1 aun the oldest member of thic ANC in Uonal negotiations — and it was unlikely that l 

thts region,” sald Gwala. {hese would be resolved. ! 

He said the Midlands reglon had strong i 

Mandela is known 1o hold & different view, 
rvalions aboul the Jalest constdtutlonal 

belleving Cwala has turnod he Midlands into  sesc 

proposals which alow for two vice-presiients. ! 

a “deDant” ANC reglon through his hardline 

stanoc on constitutional negotialions. “We will continue campalgning against i in 

Al the Midlands regional conference of the the constituent assembly,” sald Gwala. | 

ANC a fortaight ago, Mandela crilicised dele- 

gales for electing Gwala fo the post of reglon- 

al chalrman last yeas — and usged hem not 

to de so agaln Gwala's re-ctecton wonld be In 

viclation of the ANC's conslitution as theMid- by my people | would suggesl that ey put 

Jands leader had been disectly electad {o e e on a regional lsl.” said Gwala. 

Natlonal Executive Commitice al the ANC's He did not want to be chalrman of the 

{irst natlonal conference. 
reglonal assembly, however. "1 am too old 

| 

fulure reglonal assembly in Naial/kwaZulu | 

— but not n a national asscmbly. “If } could! 

help it Lwouldn’t be onany list. W) am pushed 

He added that he was willing (o serve ina i 

  

1 sesponse, Gwala restghed from ihc\lfi(:, now. 3 should be Iefl for someone younge! 2 
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Brown crowd bravely cheers ‘new’ NP 

L 

Amy Waldman spcaks 
t¢ some of the supporters 
at last weekend's 
National Parly Raily 
at Kempton Park 

LBERLY while lauds clapped 
E‘ur Preskdent FW de Klerk and 

wrapped up the free sausage 
rolks 10 take homne for supper. Magrlet 
Cillte aad Lindy Robectson, Ufelong 
Nattonal Pasly wecimibers, swere among 

e reskdents of Pretoria’s Jublleam 
Iest Home who had been bussed to 
Kemplon: Park for last wockend's NP 
eatly 
Weapped @ NP scarves, waving NP 

flags, dhey beavely clicered the “new 
NP, "It had to happen,” Roberlson 
said somewhat ructully, “ant they've 
doge # wett ™ Sandwichod between 
Hacks, coloureds and tndlans, Cill# 
smbed charmingdy and said ertlivast- 
astically: “The changes are wonder- 
17 Then she leaned forwaed towdiis- 
pee, “Stay In South Afrlca. We need 
every white we can gel.” 

  

The World Trade Cenfre ralfy, e 
first stop for the NF Transvaal elcction 
traln, revealed z discordant onaliifon 
of tikvicdaals wath tiede afiaity foe thic 
ANC, but not much more for each 
ather. \ 

“You den't need an dection to be - 
crated,” the {wo Johanneses coan 
fessed that {{ wasn't somuch Lhe NP's 
platform dhat atlracted (hon as, well, 
aller mmuch glggiing ... the [ree bus 
tripr. “F wanterd (o see the Workd Trade 

y UButtheday's cwuLs\also stawed off | Cenre”, Johannes Number One said 
7 a well-Inanced Amertean -style elec. 

tion machine skilfubly pueshiosg enlll- 
cultural buttons. The 7 000-strang 
crowd groaved (0 Mango Groove {a 

“video, not the real thing) and Zulu 
moves, and went beeserk over De 
Hierk, Pk's Hyss Just mosed o Nkast 
Stkelete, while the jargely brawn 
crowd sang Die Siem with passion. 

Thea they fifed oul for stew and pap 
thalaat avatlabley 

Two Afibcan leenagers wha woulld 
Ideatily themselves only as 
‘Johannes’ and ‘Johannes eagerly 
queued up for tunch. Both were 17, 
from Bophuthatswana, and decked 
aut tn NP parapheeaalia. They had 
donned thelr visors and scarves on 
the bus, because they coubda't tell 
anyone from home where they were 
golng, 

As De Kicetk was declaring that 
  

Eyes gleaming with anticipation, 
Johanaes Number Two con(ided: 
“Next week we heard tiey're gotng to 

i the Eastern Transvaal. Wit you be 
i there?2” 

Mrs Slinger of Bosman necderd no 
such entcetaents — shie (s an NI oy 

alist. and the mother-f-taw of Trevor 
George, MP for Bosmvan, “{ know what 
Lve god toxlay”™ — a house, a Bosman 

taxt buslaess — "l don't kaow what TU 
have tomorrosw,” she sald. And in 

Bosman, she has power: “lhe pei- 
sloners ask me how to vole™, she sald 
proecdiy. “They know they can trust 
trs Stinger.” 

The colouwred queslion Is evesyday 
material for her. “Blacks andd whites 
workler where coboureds come from,” 
she scolls, "caltng us ‘so-cafled™ - a 
plhirase she atlers with sehemend dis 

taste. "We come from both of them, 
but we're not white, we're not 
black, we're not Indkan — we're 

something different.” 
She has been canvassing for 

the NP sinee 1970, attbough she 
occasionally sivayed to other 

partics. “The Bible anwl God dell 
me o vote for the Nationalists: | 

can’l vate for someone who 

dnesar't fedlow Jesus Chilst.” 
Shic has heacd (he slotles of 

Llacks “pushing ahead” of 
cotourcds who have been on 
walting lsts for years for homes 

In Mitchell's Plaln. “That's what 
will happen with the ANC 
Thes W call us brolhers now, and 
thee eyl come for us 

“H Mandda woukd say, ‘Leave 
the whiles in God's hands,' [ 
would go with htm. HBut he 
doesn' say (had,” sbe sakd. And 
ety plasded (o ter hezd s an 
Image from tdl Amin's Bganda 
shie arwe sw on television -— an 
image of a wikle hand cleantng 

Anivs loliet   Cik's 
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Last week's ralty of the ‘new” tallonal 
Nal supporters of all races 

Party at Kempton Park atbracted 
PHOTOGHAPH DENES FARRELL, AP   
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A hole in one at the 19th? 
The 191h - and. with any 
luck, final — drall of the 

transitional constitution 
was presented to the 

Kemptors Park ncgotiators 
this week Chris Louw 

reports on the culmination 

of three years of talks 
  

HE Pan Africanist Can. 
iress’ Bamey Desalwnsa’ 
ionely volor: objecting Lo 
the 10th drafl of the ran 
sitienal censtitullon this 

week. 
“We want to place it on record,” he 

insisted! In his measured tone. “that 
e PAC docs nat wanit 1o be assoct- 
wted with an instruction (0 We tech- 
nical commiltee for 2 ¢gocument that 
provides for power-shanng to 1999.7 

Desay's objections wire dudy rioted. 
but his assertion tha( the technical 

i committee had exceeded 1(s mandate 
| by incorporating privite agreements 
between the African National Con- : 
greas and the Nalonsd Party in the 
drait conslittition were vehiemendy 

refected by partes aligned (o the ANC 
and NP 

There were only two small voices of 
support for Desal, neither of which 
are taken serously by ithiglr ¢o-nego- 

tlators or the media, 
Amichand Rajbanss argued that 

{Ixe lechnlecal commiitee was only 

  

  
  

Weighty manters ... Tha Kempton Park negotiators have gét thr 
proposals tor a new constitution, The 19th draft was tabled this week 

Afler all these months there was no 
renson {or pretence abaut the pature 
of the talks. They primarnly inveived 
Uie NP and the ANC. 

The Demograuc Party's Colin Eglin 
put [t neatly in context. If the dral 

The South African Communist 
Party’s Joe Slovo had a differcnt ex- 

ough tons of paper as they table then madify 
=QTO, GUY ADAMS 

referendum campaign — to the Anal 
consylution was now of Uide inport. 

planauon. The transitional econsiliu-  There was no way govermment coutd 
et he said, was rooted tn “the real { grant any of the more unrealistic 
slluallon that we will face afler the; demnands of the Afrikaner Volksfront 
elections®. A new government would } or the Inkatha Freedom Part y. NP 

tustructed to “consider proposals by - constitution had been a minor 
the NP and ANC. not 1o base their full  party's proposal. “we would have 

nhient a lustory of conflict and divi- 
'sion and even the threat of future 

negolators insisted. 

Back 2t the party ofices the hacks 
report on the powers of a future exee- 
utjve solely on ANC/ NP submissions, 

The Afrlkaner Volksunie s (AVL) 

looked at it differendy”, But because 
it came from two major parties = 
‘even though constitutionally tncle- 

iconfict by extremista who rejected | were slarting to ready themselves for 
democracy. 

The truth 1s that a new government 
ihe coming zlectton campaign. 

The disagreement between ANC 
Corlia Kruger added her youthful  gant” — 1t had to be taken seriously. 
voice 10 (hose of the Raj and Deaat, It provides [or a president willy 
complaining that the technicol cotn-  constderably less power than FW de 
mittee hiad “only taken the ANC/NP  Klerk now enjoys. deputy presidents 
bilaterais and drafted them {nto  from all miner parties drawing more 
tegal/lechnical language”. than 20 pergent of the vote in next 

While the debale was golng an,  year's elections, and <ablnet repre- 
governmeny negotiator Roelf Meyer  sentation for ail parues proportional 

will not have uninediate full controlof "and NP negoutators about the nature 
all state powers, A government of ! of their deal == whether 1t entaticd 
nattenal unity, Slovo satd, was power-shating or “national unity 
intended (o facilitale the process . without paralyses® — was rooled in 
lowards democracy with the least 'thetr relationsiups with two very dif- 
conllict possible. and could even forent constituencies, 
accommodaie the "2potjers”, it also forshadowed Lheir reapee- 

In other words: the ANC was  tve approaches Lo the eisction. found it Impossible to hide his salls- 
faction ai the culminatjon of months 
of negotiations and behind-the-. 
scenes dealings. Crinning ilke the eat 
who stole the cream, he walked up 
and down the negotiations room, 

10 the voies they regeive, 
in short: power wiil slip from De 

Kerk to ANC leader Neison Mandela 
without hurting (oo much. 

Althouigh they had settled the prin- 
ciples under which the countery wili 

stratcgically retreating for five years, 
But it was determinedd 10 win eventu- 
ai political supremacy. 

The deat was hardly struck — and 
the PAC and AVUS objections (o the 
ANC and NP “conatvance” ratsed — 
when the 0rst saivos were [red from 

pausing to share msights with the be governed in the flve years ailer 
ANC’'s Moharnmed Valit Mogsa, of 2 clections, the NP and the ANC sull 

| secret with councl convenor Thieins  had ong major disagreement: how 

canwhile, the "spollers” . in  the Union Budldings in Pretoria. 
the (orm of the Freedom Chris Flimer. assistant o the state 
Alliance == were preparing j president, Izsued a statement vehe- 

{or tlielr ineeting with the NP at a'' mently denying that his party had 

  
Eloff, or a joke with the press gallery. 

Little effort was made to hidde what 

all negoliators knew ail along — that. 
most of te crucial decistons in the § 

present multiparty negotiating 
precess depended on secret deals } 
Siruck between a party with state . 

power and one enjoving the legiimas 
¢y of mass suppart. 

The ruitng NI? was. in fact, negotl- 
aung the conditions of its surrender 
to tis succeggor. The smaller pariics 
were allowed 10 haggle over detait, 
thielr primary role lhinked to giving 
the process legitimacey. 

The anystied sindle on Meyer's face 
even before the drafl ronsiliution 
was flnally nexepled. attested to his | 

i confidence that none of the other ; 
partice could soriGusly (hreaten at 
power-sharing agreement {hrashed | 
oulin idst week's bosberaad between 
ANC and NP ncgottnlors. 

the system showld be explained. This 
disagreement, however, was securely 
based on spirited defences of their 
commaon plan. 

The NP's Dawle de Villiers said the 
congtitulon shouid be seen 11 lerms 
of a government of natonal unily — 
“a power-sharing formula” 

Moosa t1:3isted the ANC had con- 
sistently refoeted power-shartag, “We 
wanled a goverament of nationa| 
undly without paraiysis.” 

ftonal unity was only possible i 

all parties with substoatial support 
became part of the government. Bt 
the rule of the deputy presidents was 

! not (o frustrate the work of the pres. 
fdent. nor to veto hig decisions 

On Leicvision afterwards Meyer 
seamed to back De Viliters, arguing 
that government had succeeded In 
its goal of eataviishing “entrenched 
coalition govemment® 

secrol venue in the bush. For months 
they had accused government and 
ANC of conniving and not taking 
oltics negotintors — ingluding thein- 

seives = seriously. Now the moment 
of reckoning had come. 

The test would not be witether 
negouatiens were conducted fajriv 
and democraticatly. What wounld 
count now wag wicther they could 
scriously challcage 2 process thiat 
has found intematenal acceptabilily, 
18 hacked by the media and Involves 
the while custodians of slale power 
At Uaeie major oppanent and heirs, 
the masssbased ANC. 

Government negotlators were 
adamant they had addressed most ¢f 

Uie homeland and rightwing's con- 
cerus, Federalism was entrenched in 
the conslitution, as was coalition 
government, 

That these applied only to the tran- 
silton, and not — as promiscd in the 

  

agreed to the “concept and Jmple- 
mentadon of simple majortty rule”. 
‘Instead, the NP “stood for and suc- 
¢emded In the ergation of 8 model of 
participatory demogracy through 
proporional representation” 

[f anyone still had doubts about 
the relationship between thie ANC 
and the N NP spokesman Brigndicr 
Kobus Bostnan (ned his best (o lay 
thein (o rest, 

Parties who tried to find favour 
willt the ANC, hie warned witls refor. 
cnee (o the Labour Party, or who had 
bagome “part of the ANC's inflated 
pawer htinger and striviag to donit- 
nate”. dsked being “spat out” whien 
tie ANC saw no further role for them, 

The message was clear. The rules 
for tlse new game have been estab- 
lished. The talking 18 over. Thie NP is 
adamant (o & doubting public that it 
cid not hexd the ANC, 

The Aghung has begun 
  

* 

 



    

  

Whv Buthelez1 S breakaway‘ 
B 

talk rings hollow 
A careful] look at the arithmetic 

reveals that secession is 

anything but a realistic option 
for kwaZulu. By Ann Eveleth 
and Farouk Chothia 
  

WAZULU chief minister Mango- 
suthu Buthelezi must be weil awate 
Uit his repealed threat of secession 
is| a hollow one. Military 

- fapacity 10 Wage 2 secessionist 
war ond the apparent absence of solid grass- 
roots support aside. the ragtie “third worid® 

econotny of the shaitered fragments that com- 
prise kwaZulu make it 2 for Jess viable candl- 
date for mdependent statehood han many of 
e troubled Baitc republics were at their pirth. 

Aud, wiile the forrer Soviet republics were 
swiltly awnrded tie spotls of the West's Coid 

L War viclory, Uhe internalional community fias 
i been far nrore retuctant 1o “recognuse” the sov- 

i ereignty of porehdal African breakaways. 
in peacefui northern Somaliland. for 

siAnee. A pauper government draws circles 
i the aand winle the United Nadons dithers 
about ji= deciration of secession (rom the war- 
torn south. And western Sahara has been 

wailing nearfy two decades for tuemadonal 
recognilion i (s struggle for independence 
{rarm Moroceo, 
Considenng the cffort the global arbiters of 

peace have already poured into South Alnea’s 
reform process. they are highly uniikety 1o wel- 
come a pust-apartheid spiluter state. This ¢ 
would make foreign finance even more inac- 
cessible 1o kwaZulu than sanctions made it to 
South Africa hnder apartheid. 

The lnkatha Freedom Party is bankingon its 
cominiitnent to an open free.market econcmy 

{o atlract forgign investment (o the reglon. 
Certauily, [his has seen a promising growth 

in 'v’mu(')c'm'mg int recent vears — primartly 

i the three kwaZuwlu Flnance Corporation- 
m;.-em!ul mnduystrial parks at Isithebe, Zzakhent 

e_xpf_nencc a grcwm rate 70 percent higher 

than the rest of the couniry over the next five 
years. it could only trmprove its relative position 
by.about one/percent. 

th about 14 percent of the nauanat 

popuiaton (5 378 800 In 1992} pro- 
ducing approximalety one percent of 

the nallon's gross domestic product, the sec- 

ond highest debt of the self-governing territo- 
ries alier Lebowa (R645-miillon) and more 
than 70 percent of tts population dependent 

Cupon migMatery labodr remittances fom the 
-melropolitan areas of Natal. the road o sell- 

% sufflcicney will indeed be a long one. 

  

  

'\cmrdmg o the Developraent aa.q}r of Seuth 
Alnen iIDBSA) kwaZulu had the highest num- 
ber of uncinpioyed workers of all the 10 home- 
landsin 1990, at 271 737. While 4 813 of Lthese 
were absorbed [1to a special job-creation pros 
gramme launched by development corporations * 
and statutory bodies In 1990/91, this eniy’ 
boostéd kwaZulu's total employment through 
stieh projectd 10 25 317 by September 1991, 

In the: late 1980s: the kwaZulu Development. - « 
Comoration lamented: "KwaZuiy ¢cannot feed 
ftsclf. KwaZulu cannot provide new lobs for 
cact year's crop of new work seekers. K\vazu» 
n1 tloes not have tie ncome of #ts own ot the 
houses. the hospital beds, classrooms and 
healtlt services the people need, KwaZulu can- 
not jxty the pensions old-age people require to 
sunvive. KwaZulu cannot afford adequate pre- 
ventaive medicine, nor‘can it alerd the eco- 

noave tofrastructures which would ensure 
that it has inerit as an investment arca” 

AL the lime they were making the potnt — 
boos(cd by the statement that “Chief Buthelezd 
regards kwaZulu as an integral part of South 
Africn” &= for acecptance of the kwaZulu/Natal 
Indm,a by Prétoria. 

Yct. while‘this slatement may have be 
evertaken in the current political clirmate, the 
ceonomic realities have changed littie. ; 

It his 1993/54 budget speeth kwaZulu - 
minister o finanee Dennls Madide noted that 
‘In kwazZulu/Natal the income of as much as 80 

percent ef black rural heuseholds, 18 percent 
o( urban houscholds and‘40 percent of those 
Living tn Informalsscitiements “falls beicw the 
nmdmumfifimzsmnefi level'y. s * 

And the hom?:i'mc. remains dependent upon 
LY 

central government I}scal transrcrs and DESA 
leans for a full R4,9-bullon of tts total 1993/94 
budget allocalon of R6.2-billton. 

KwaZulu's m’em%t assefs — Inelyding ney 

manufacluring eaterprises, sugar plantatens. 
and mines — are largely owned and operated 
by "foreigners” (o the hometand or ‘by whites 
living within its borders, And most of the.spoils 
of the homcland's highest Income earners’ 

labour never reach kwaZulu. Some 80 percent 
of migrant worker salartes are spent in Nalal. 

Even f free movement of peopie and goods 
couid be maintalned afler a hostile secession, 
the potential for tneome tax and the multiplier 
effects on sales and other taes to supplement 
government revenues would remain limited by 
this disparily.-Thus, to supplani the he 
losses to government income wrou 
secession, an independent kwaZui gowm- 2 
ment might find itself hard-presseg{o avoid the 
high corporale taxes so sco"ied By ils oun free- 
market approach. 
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An electoral Wonderland 
where politicians are sflent 
The draft Electoral Bill lays 
down stringent conditions 
for next year's election. 
Chris Louw looks at 
some of its peculiar facets 
  

STRANGE silence will 
descend on South Africa on 
April 25 and 26 next year. 

< Botha's sonorous voice 
will die down. Tokvo Sexwale will stop 
charming the ladies from Sandton. 
Mangosuthu Buthele will disappear 
into the labyrinths of Ulundi, his 
Guinness Book of Records speech just 
a distant memory. 

In fact, not a single political speech 
will be heard in the two days before the 
county's first democratic elections. 

That. in any event, is what the latest 

draft of the Electoral Bill expects of 
South Africa’s politicians. 

The Bill solicited emotional debate 

at negotiations this week, before being 
sent back for redrathng. 

Under the neading "Prohibition on 
political activities during 48 hours 
prior to voting day”. the current draft 

of the Bill stipulates that "no person 
hail ... engage in political acavity”. 
Exactly what “political activity” 

entails is not specified. How the elec- 
toral commission will ensure that the 

ruling is enforced is also not known., 
What is specified is the penaltics 

that may be ‘meted out in cases where 

stipulations of the Bill are not adhered 

to. These range from a formal written 
warning to the “cancellation of the reg- 
istration of a party to partictpate in the 
clection. and the forfedture of its right 
ta contest the election”. 

Apant from e gentlemanty silence 
that will mark South Africa’s entrance 
to the world of democracy. the coun- 

try’s leaders will also not tell any lics. 
Paragraph 2.12 of the Ejectoral 

Code of Conduct stipulates that par- 
ties will engure that no false allega- 
tions will knowingly or negligently be 
propagated or used at political meet- 
ings, or in any campaign literatire, or 

otherwise, 

If the notoriously male chauvinist 
Afrtkaner Weerstandsbeweging does 
decide to accept the non-radal char- 
acter of the plections, it will find that 

there is another, unforeseen hurdle to 
overcome: Tthe full participation of 
women in political meetings, party 

structures and electoral activities™ 

  
    

Silent knights ... We'll tss Plk Botha and Tokyo Sexwale's dulcet tones 

must be facilitated, by decree of the 

electoral commission. 
Orange Farm and Ventersdorp will 

be forgotien {n the distant past when 
the competing parties find themnselves 
bound to promote democrade values, 
“including the right to express diver- 

gent political opinions: to debate and 
contest the policies and programmes 
of other parfies. to canvass freely for 

membership and support from voters; 
.. to attend mectings convened by 
other parties...” 

In this electoral Wonderland, the 
AWB and the Pan Africantst Congress 
will both adhere to the facilitation of 
the right of all pelitical parties, their 
candidates, officials and members to 
have full and unrestricted access to 
potential voters for the purpase of can- 
vassing membership and support. 
They will not prevent. or attempt to 

prevent, the conduct of legitimate elec- 
toral meetings, rallies or marches. 

Q nd, equally important, they will 
ot plagiarise, disfigure or destroy 

the political or campaign materials of 
other parties. 
How this wil] affect the National 

Party’'s annexation of the symbols and 
poiicles of the Democratic Party s not 
yet known. 

What {s known is that if the electoral 
legisiation is applied literally, newspa- 
pers may find themselves lost in a 
quagmire of vagueness, with the word 
"advertisement” replacing the infa- 
mous little scissors and the blank 
spaces of the State of Emergency of 
the Eighties, 

Paragraph 54 (3) of the Electoral Bill 
reads: “The proprietor and publisher 
of every newspaper shall cause the 
word ‘advertiserent’ to be printed as 
a headline to each article or paragraph 

in his or her newspaper, which ongj- 
nated from a registered party or its 
agents or supporiers. the insertion of 
which is, or is to be, paid for, or for 
which any reward or compensation, or 
promise of reward or compensatiot. is 
to be made.” 

If this is not enough to make life dif- 
ficult for party hacks, the next para- 
graph stipulates that the word “agver- 
tisement” must be printed as a head- 
line above all text “as may prima facle 
appear to be intended or calculated to 

affect the result of an election”. 
Cartoons which “on the face of it” 

are intended to affect the resuit of an 
electdon “shall bear at the foot thereof 

the full name and address” of the per- 
son responsible. 

Candidates who die before the elec- 
tions will have their names struck off 

their party's list and shall "cease to be 
eligible as & candidate for the election”. 

And polificians who want to ensure 
they are elected by having their names 
appear on more than one party’s elec- 
tion list may find that it {s not such a 
clever idea. The chief (¢lectoral} direc- 
tor “shall delete the name of the can- 
didate from all the lists on which such 
candidate’'s name appears”, states 

paragraph 23 (5){a) of the BilL 
Liberation movements may also 

find it difficult to ride the elections on 
the wave crest of their military suc- 
cesses. The electoral commission may 
disaliow a proposed name. abbreviat- 

ed name, distinguishing mark. sym- 
bois and even colours of a party if they 
contain “a portrayal of arms, amamu- 
nition, uniform or other object nor- 

mally used in or associated with mili- 

tary operations, whether in times of 
War of peace”. 

No ¢hance for the NP to capitalise on 
the Umtatata raid. unfortunately.    
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nd even ihough its cheap labour woulkd 
continue to offer incentives to investors, 
tch faxes, combined with the political 

cost of doing bustness behind enemy lines, 
might very well cost kwaZulu its newest Tai- 
wanese and prospective Arab investors, along 
with other polental development partners who 
would prefer a close relationship with a new 
government in South Africa. 

In addition, the potential for politica] sta 
tn what — f kwaZulu's history js anvthing (¢ 

by — 15 likely be a one-party state. or one in 
which the competing pastics are derived pri- 

marily from the white nghtwing, would do noth- 
ing to encourage a healthy investment portfolio. 

The réeality iz that even If Buthelezd was able 
to convince the larger and more diverse popu- 
lation of Natal/kewnZulu to support a secession 
drive. countless studies — including cne com- 
missioned by the kwaZulia/Natal Jotnt Exccu- 
tve Authority — indicate that the region is 
equally dependent upon central government 
and sull lags far behind the rest of the country. 

According to the Delottie & Touche March 
    

1983 report.Govérnment Expenditure (n 
Natal/KwaZulu — & Regtonal Comparison, the 
region has 25.9 percent of the ¢country's popu- 
lation. but generates just 14.7 percent of the 
hatlonal GDP, placing its per capiia income 
subslantially below the national average. 

With the highest dependency ratio in the 
country, Nalal/kwaZulu can only provide 
cmploymeunt [or 35 percent of its potential 

  

labour force. A relatively low level of urbanisa- 

tion, a literacy rate of only 70.1 percent and a 
43 percent share of the region’s population 
coinprising the under-18 age group place an 
unusaily heavy burden on the region’s under- 
developed Bfrastricture to provide for a non- 
procductive poplaiion. 

That the commiinily-scrvices seclor ranks 
second in the region as a share of GDP drowth 
underilnes s increasing dependeno on flov- 

ernment.cxpenditare for connued econoemic 

development. 508" ; > 
The report’'s objective ol defining the region’s ¢ - e e A Manl - 

narginalisationt in terms of government expen- Economic spoiler... Sugar plantations are 
diture is well ilusttated by the fact that it con- one of kwaZulu's assets and their owners 
tribufes 17.4 peredat ol the country's tax hase, would have to support secession B 
yel recelves iess thaa its populaton’s share of PHOTCGRAPH; PETER MCKEN2IE 
spending tn the key areas of health, education ) 
and Infrastructure, It also highlights the 
reglon’s dependence on central government for 
any hope of attalning econoinic equality to 
other reglots 

But thc rcgion does have cconomic 
strengths, nol least of which is Jis strong 
growlh rate in manufacturing, a high potentiat 
for tourism revenue along ils gencrous coast. ; 

line, and two of (he country’s major ports —~ If such a move were 1o succeed, it would 
tncluding Durban. on which the rest of the need the full support of the region's bustness- 

country is heavily dependent. cs. But the reality is that Buthelezt's scoesston. 
Ist rhetoric is losing him support n this secior, 

e IFP's hopes for the development of as its econormic survival is interwoven with the 
export-processing zonces (EZPs} and an rest of South Africn. 

“Indian Ocegn RIm” could complement 

the highly successtul EPZs in Mauritius, How- 
cver, In its economi¢ analysis of South Afriea, the 
World Bank has argued against the deveiop- 

ment of such zones. Stressing that he was 

opposed 1o sccession, Professor Gavin Maas- 
darp of the Econbinjic Research Undt of the Unt. 
versity of Natal, Duyrban commented: “If Natal 
negotiated a breakawsnty and it was not accom- 
panicd by viclence, there Is no reason why it 
could not do just aswell as Zimbabwe or Namjb- 

ta {f it followed decent cconomic management. 

“Yet Natal/kwaZulu's strengths — especial- ly its control of the castorn shores - combined 
with low levels of support for the {FP in the 
provinee, militate heavily against such a settle- ment betng reached amicably with the rest of 
the country, as docs the likelthood that sucha 
declaration — if unflatera) — would heraid 
unprecedented violence ®   

  

     



   

  

   
   

       

          
    

      
    

   

  
  

HE first Inkatha action against 

‘A popular opposition took place in 

1979, when ‘'the kwaMuthu ‘High 

School was closed after a class boycott 

.and Inkatha tried to exclude activists 

from reapplying. i 

Police were called in and a violent 

confrontation occurred. 

By May that year, Inkatha impis 

were breaking up student meetings in 

     

The first strike — ‘agains 
order to smash the schools revolt. 

Inkatha general secretary- Oscar 

Dhlomo, regarded as the organisation's 

political guru, was-reported .as saying 

at the time that there was very little’ 

wrong with bantu education. He also 

warned that Inkatha “must not be 

blamed for any action taken against 

those who are not in school”. 

Armed impis attacked boycotting 

youn 

students. Many were beaten, abducted’ 

e 

      
and had their homes destroyed by 

members of Inkatha. . @ ] 

~ In 1980 the organisation continued 

its attack on students. The Azanian 

Students’ Organisation (Azaso) Was- 

banned from Ngoye campus, the SRC 

disbanded and in October of that year 

the impis invaded the hostel andleft 2 

trail of death and destruction. Four stu- 

dents were killed and 113 injured. 

“That same year, Inkatha members 

g children who dare 
~broke up a meeting organised by 

activists in Hammarsdale to welcome 

former Robben Islanders. 

Inkatha activity intensified in 

1985, when the first rumblings of mass 

resistance on a national scale were felt 

and township revolt spread. . 

*There was the Empangeni bus 

boycott, and the mobilisation of youth - 

around the International Year of the 

Youth programme. For the first time, 
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d to stay away from scho 
democratic structures ‘were being 

established -around:the the 'youth 

groups. In Durban, bakery workers had 

gone on strike and generated consider- 

able joint action from the youth and 

community organisations. - ' 

And near Pictermaritzburg, com- 

munities were rallying behind the 

BTR-Sarmcol strike. There 2 i 

total stayaway in July that year in soli- - ' 

darity with the BTR:workers. 

  

  

THE NEW NATION November.5 - Nov 

Ol 
Then came the -asmsination of, 

. civil rights lawyer Victoria Mzxenge.. 

The townships were tense and: demo- 

cratic organisations were set tomake a 

major push forward. ; 

. #Inkatha's attacks must ‘beviewed 
  

_.'iin this context of trying 10 halt the 

growth of democratic organisation. 

The first signs of mass protest fol-. 

lowing the assassination came in the 

form of call to boycott classes from 

ember 11 Page7 
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AgutSail kSR 
“The call was made by the'then- 

legal Congress of SA Students. 

Inkatha ‘moved carloads of 

- #amabutho” into Umlazi and house 10 

*a house:searches were conducted, gsten- 

* sibly+to searchfor stolen goods-and 

 Jooters. While the “amabutho” Avere. 

praised for their crime prevention 

drive, members of the UDF and Cosas 

“were picked out and killed 

  ——— 
    

    

  

  
 



    

    

  

     

NKATHA'S claimed -poli-. 
' «cy -of mon-violence has 

“pever-come nndcr more 

:mlcnsescruugy Ahan in l,hc 

~Tacial exploitation. 
" “This conflict -manifests itself 

“at all devels .of South African 
:society. - ) 

come into prominence. 
The movement is highly:cen- 

tralised -and -authoritarian — 
members arc, -for example, for- 

<Xen critic of the government and 
iin particular its homeland consol- ‘Jnkatha's political. stance, espe-. 
_~idation . pollcy -and forccd . cially smcc it coincided with the -;;boywnedséhoolsinkwaMashw: 

-*“Butheleziewent as far-as.con- xremovals R a iy 

as a sxgi\ifiéaxlt furning. point in 

mass-mjewonrof the community =~ * 

: .Ibe &gfifiifiafion did not hesi- 
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1 ol u!"'um' 

5 nofl-vacience - 
:specmlly mthihe “formationaf 
‘the UDF:in31983.:This resuited-in . 
'popular ?ohnos%dxstancmg'itself 
“from Inka:ha;whxch ‘had by now 
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bidden to -publically -criticise scleatlybeen ~characterised-as-an" last few'm nlhq-"ln fact it has 

_now becor almoet:mposmblc 

for the-fricnds-of the tribal move- . 
ment to shrug off .allegations of 

its supporters -anvo‘vcmcnl in 

acts of wiolence. 
So far a number of cxplana- 

tions have been offered for the 

violence in_Natal over the past 

lwoycari/ 

The government and its 

Burcau for Information has rcadi- 

ly labelled the violence as “black 
on black”. The hypotheses 

offered by the liberals have failed 

hopclessly to move away from 

the simple tribal and racial analy- 

Ssis. ' 

Gatsha Buthclezi, Inkatha 

leader and kwaZulu tribal chicf, 

has blamed the violence on the 

African National Congress 

(ANC) and the United Democra- 

tic Front (UDF). 

All these explanations tend Lo 

relegate the most important basis 

of the confljct — namcly that 

between the forces of apartheid 

and the vast masses of pcople 

ranged against this policy of 

  

World 
status 

IS ONn 

the line 
NKATHA could soon face a 

“*Bul to understand the Tole of 
JInkatha-in this context, it is 

important to look at the historical 

-development of the organisation. 
It all started with the military 

defeat of thc indigenous African 

tribes and the cstablishment of the 

racially exclusive Union of South 

Alrica. "This lcd to the formation 

in 1912 of thc ANC-and heralded 

a change in thc way the indige- 

nous population-would resist 

colonial oppression. For the first 

time, Africans from every region, 

class and tribal group were united 

under a singlc organisation. 

But after five decades of legal 

- struggle, the ANC was banned 
and driven underground. 

“This cra of inlensc repression 
in the carly 60s was followed by 

the implementation of the bantus- 

tan system and an aticmpl to,frag- 

ment the oppressed and revert to 

~ the pre-ANC cra. 

- It was in this climatc of 

repression and the risc of the 

homcland system that Buthelezi 

and the Inkatha movement, which 

was formed in 1922, were to 

Inkatha. At both constitutional 

level and informally in‘the day to 
~day workings of thc organisation, 
power is entrenched in the hands - 
of Buthelezi. 

“This derives dircctly from 

Inkatha’s almost fcudal character, 

where chicls inherit power by 

virtuc of their royal links. 

Inkatha’s idcological position 

.at best can only be described as 

ambiguous — although there has 

been a more definite shift to the- 

right since its revival in 1975. 
On the onc hand it draws 

heavily on thc narrow interpreta- 

tion of Zulu cultural traditions 

while at the same time projecting 

itself as a broad libcration move- 

In fact Buthclezi pro_|cclcd 

Inkatha as the internal wing of the 

libcration movement. Inkatha 

adopicd the colours, uniforms and 

rhetoric used by the ANC during 

the Defiance Campaign and also 

-tricd to recruil as many former 

lcaders of the cxiled organisation 

as possiblc. 

Hc-also posed as an oulspo- 

about whether its supporters 

adhere to its stated position of 
being non-violent. 

The tribal movement has 
tepeatedly projected itself as the 

non-violent alternative to the 

African National Congress 

{ANC). 
However, hundreds of 

aclivists and supporters of the 
democratic movement have been 

attacked and butchered since | 
-August 1985, when a wave of 

violence swept through Natal 

townships. 

Morc than 80 peop]e have 

been killed in the last scven 
  

  
Democratic Front (UDF) and the i 

. Congress of SA Trade Unions | -* 
(Cosatu). 

According to Natal-bascd 
academics, 95 percent of thosc . 
killed were cither members or 
supporters of Cosalu and the 
UDF. 

While the conflict has been 
passed off as another case of 
inter-tribal and “black-on-black 
violence”, the attacks arc increas- 
ingly being scen as an altempt by 
Inkatha supporters to defend the 
interests of apartheid and 
monopoly capital to which its 
long term cxistence is integrally 

i 

But Buthelezi and lns move- 

- ment shifted more and more to 
- the right. His public position on.a - 

- number of events is the best indi- 

* cation of .this. The organisation’s 
refusal to mobilise members 

.-around grassroot campaigns and 

the absence of grassroot represen- 

tation at the kwaNatal Indaba all 

militated against the character of 

popular politics and resistance. - 

Inkatha’s reformist politics 

and pro-capital/anti-worker 

stance is best demonstrated in the 

structure of thec kwaNatal Indaba. . 

Organisations likc Cosatu and the 

UDF, which refused 1o -participate 
in the Indaba, pointed out that the 

venturc was esscntially worked 

through a bantustan structure and 

was fundamentally undemocratic 

becausc it failed to allow for 

report-back opportunitics and 

accountability to mecmbers. 

The most overt shift to the 

right came just three ycars after 

Inkatha's revival, when. Buthelezi 

urged the organisation’s members 

to participate in the community 
council elections. This was seen 

  

~ AGENDA 

“% But Inkatha’s agenda 

.«~Airther than just cnsuring its own 
 survival by keeping the aparthcy 

infrastructurc intact. 

For Inkatha, the ultimate 

objective must be national control 
in an altcrate South Africa. 

This cannot be morc clearly 

dcmonstrated than in Inkaiha's 

attempt to relegate the ANC to 
the cquivalent of an organisation 
of a few cxiled individuals, and 
replace it as a national liberation 

~ movement Inkatha general sccre- 
tary Oscar Dhlomo claimed there 

uine l|:\4'\|i|ir"l] differ- 

councilsstructures by popular'f__", gratulating kwaZulu children for - 
-udemocratic organisations. 4 

A year later Buthelezi told his 
followers: “I say to you bluntly: 
Do not be ashamed to-enter:the 
fray at ¢he.Jevel -of comrunity 
coungcils, they are not vehicles of 

individnal enrichment. They must 
be turned into chariots which take 

us into battle.” 
The movement also shifted 

its position on consumer boycotts 

and other non-violent methods 
which it-had advocated as useful 
weapons in the campaign for 
peaceful change during the 70s. 

This was dcmonstrated in 
Inkatha’s refusal to participate in 
the BTR-Sarmcol support com- 

mittce and ‘back consumer boy- 

cotts when invited to do so. 

Inkatha members among the 

strikers and thousands of others 

_were immediately exposed to the 

movement’s sterile politics and 

its reluctance to take up issues 

through mass democratic strug- 

gle. Inkatha's ambivalence on the 

question of sanctions has also 

turncd into vocal support for for- 

eigninvestment. 

the yefusal 10 become-involvedsn . 
. thesschool boycotts: of 1976, 
_sparked off by the protest aga:nst 
‘bantu education... ;. 

.- These ‘events made it clca: 

that inkatha had opted‘to defend 
the institutions and -policies of 
apartheid — and brought it into 

direct conflict with democratic 

forces in the country. Any oppo- 

sition to Inkatha or apartheid 

  

- exclusivity. 

would be met wixh the strongest 
response. 

‘Inkatha Central Commlttce p 

member Thomas Tshabalala was 

‘quoted as saying that he “longed 

“for the .day when there will ‘be . 
open war between the UDF and 

Inkatha — it will prove who is 

who in the political battle.” 

Tshabalala disclosed in an 

interview that a.decision to train 

impis was taken at a meeting of 

all Inkatha branch chairmen and 

kwaZulu councillors under Code 

26. (Code 26 is an electoral dis- 

“trict and includes townships to 

the north and west of Durban. 
Attacks on the democratic 

movement increased in the -80s, 

.cthmc,mnsexvatwemdpro—cap:-v S kSluten o o 

Popular_pohtlcs mcreasxngly ¥ 

‘came 10" focus ~around - the 

.Freedom Charter."This implied” 
~the :politics of nauonal.unxty' 
Tather than-regional and-:tribal 

Inkatha ‘and aparthcxd s very' 
premise was being threatened. . §& 

“The launch of Cosatu meant _§g8 
opposition for Inkatha on it weak- 

“est-front. Given its tribal-and eth- 
*nic identity, the reactionary:basis 

for Buthelezi’s power, he was in 

no position to challenge .Cosatu. 

Besides, Inkatha’s narrowtribal 

politics allowed no room for the 
democratic decision-making 

Cosatu had so carefully nurtured 

through years of struggle. 

Given earlier attempts by 

Buthelezi to project himself as a - 

* focus of non-violent oppositionto - 

‘apartheid, the attacks on‘the: 

democratic movement immedi- 

ately raised questions about 

Inkatha's avowed policy of non- 
violence — :and who it -was 
meant for.   
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cnces between the ANC and 
Inkatha. “Howecver, there are 
clear differences of vlralcgy 
between the two movements . 
The ANC has-chosen violence as 
a stralegy, whereas Inkatha has 
chosen non-violence.” 

Hc added thal Inkatha’s g 
“uncompromislng stand on non- 
violence is a source of great polit- 
ical frustration for lhc ANC™.   
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ATTACKS 

These beliefs -are obviously 
bascd on Inkatha claims that it is 
in fact a non-violent organisation 
— a claim that will be scriously 
(_hdllcngcd in view of the latest 
Tound of altacks in the 
Pictermaritzburg arca and the sig- 
nificant number of court inter- 
dicts oblaincd against Inkatha 
supporters following attacks on 
members of the church and demo.- 
cratic movement in the last 
decadc. 

          i I crisis “on the intermational—] 

front because of questions 
bers and supporters of-the United 

 


