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We knewwe were

not alone in our

early days of exxle.,˜30 years ago, the

years went by and we saw that the lessons

foundation of
one of the event!which throuoh the support it gave
belief 1h

1. In the
the AABN Nae
us strengthened us.
the justice of our struggle.;.U:
As the
learnt by the
Dutch people in WWII about thÃ©’ IVIIS Of racism were being applied
to the
understanding of the etruqqle against racism we were even
more heartened.
In more recent years the public eupport you had generated enabled
us to enjoy your hospitality at_numeroue seminars and conference:
issue of buxldihg a-unitary democratic and honwraclal SA;
on the
conferences.
SQ;
economic conferences; and 59.0n3
we would like to stress the. importance of the work of the
Dutch
media workers in their Radio Freedom Campaign It was not only the
equipment they
of our
awn broadcasters which helped to make Radio Freedom so effective.

provided u:. but the

women(Malibongwe)g

in service training

culture

new

on

on



in

a

above:

it,-

.

I

through

US

not

believe

nature

Of

the

material

indicated

not to move

only ’ï¬\202lrectly

times when the

struggle seems

’ work in support of the ANC

solidaritngiu already

provided a focus for aell thoise

very strongiy that ’our hoet countries,

and
is so eneehtial
forward as

2-The
strengthens
political support, but gives marax support whieh
in those
felt as we wish.
We
the
Netherlands benefited from their Work in solidarity with ua. That
who
wished to
show their oppoextiohto reciem wherever it reatra its
head We believe
a
mirror
the
world. not least your country.’0pposition to â\200\230apartheid causes an
intellectual and
by
opposition to raeiem everywhere.r
our struggle fromthe



Definitely there is
work of our Dutch comradee H ï¬\201eupportere..That work proved to us
_that it is possible for people e? Whatever ethnic origin, to work
together as equals, brothers and sisters in the struggle to win a
better world.
We were constantly
friendships which
people in your country.

enriched b y our eocial contactsâ\200\230And personal
â\200\230many

that the starknees of racism in

we were so Tortunate to enjoy

racist hature â\200\230of many

a revereI. ihfluence oh

emotional tehSioh

reflecting the

countries in

be expressed
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has been partly answered in paragraph two of 2. above. we
add that we heloiced
of So
and friends who worked SD tirelessly in eupport of

to see the dedication

our struggle their

struggle even though,

our oeuntry, Your practical expression

struggle, and made

3.Thie
would like to
many comrades
DU?
you lived go far from
in the â\200\230ohenes of
the belief
Solutions
to
ramificatÂ£0ne.
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strength 01?
internatiuonal support foh’qÃ© whiah enables
demands for our principled positions to be met.

AND on "tho ground

â\200\230in SA

the

and

of
us to be firm in our

the extent

. $tructures

It 19 too early

It 13 too early to give no thhlcampalgns to isolate the Apartheid
government/rEQime.
in
support of
the AND. There Ia:the need to get our exiles home and
active in support of themsÃ©lvÃ©s and the ANC We need to build the
out our political
task; of mobiliaing the peopAe of 59 for a constituent ansemny
rightsof
elucted on
working people,
the
state to be brought under hohtrol. to maintain the pressure for a
just settlement of the aftermath of so
many decades of racism by
law.

one person one vote, for the
police-ond

the baai: of
for the



other armed. forces of

to nmIable us

of the AND

campaigns

to carry

give up

to

need you to

We owed
YOU to start thinking about the future when the struggle
is over in form31 constitutional terms DUt tho took of robuilding
country to ovefhome the terrible legacy of underdev210pment.
our
resist those
We will
pow9rfu1 individuals and couhtries who
to
from apartheid
look BftEr the interests of- those who benefited
those who suffered its direct consequences. we will need
and not
your
elements of
transformation of
grow to serve the nueds.of Â«11 of our thirty five million people.

our society and its economy which will have toâ\200\230

will seek to force us

be on .onur guard to

the more radical

support as we

carry through

help u:

5. and 6

and 7.’1 cannot be of much help here.

We

us to reStore
aociety.

for your maghgdicent support in the

our biiief in
1ook_"forwnrd
we have established with

past and in
8. We thank you
of a non-
helping
the
firm
racial
friandships



you. AtIa more
personal level, I wish to thuï¬\201kwyou all for your sgpport and good
I am
’health, from which
wishes in my
to many of You joining uz
colabrate the formal. and of the aprtheid syatem aHd the

the poï¬\201oibility
toâ\200\230 continuing
So many of

in SA ta
inauguration of a unitary, non-racial and democratic 8A.
We also 1o0k fDrHAFd
moot exciting
our owals in reality.*

will be the
of tasks, the tebuildinq of our country to achieve

to your continued help in what

â\200\230mAkinq aigood recovery. 1 look’forward

own difficult time of
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country in Which the solidarity movemunt is based. Is therc;
beyond that important;work, something that could be called the

inalure of solidarity? Does the struggle in South Africa influence 1

the people in the countries where solidarity work takes place andw
could there also be an influence the other way round, i.e.
solidarity work influencing the struggle?
How do?you see personal friendships and friendly dialogue in this



regard

"

,

’

Â»

35Do you think the ANC’s struggle has influenced our (western)
societies ï¬\201nd our work as political actiVists in these societies?

.

4. What do.yon expact from us,˜the solidarity movements, in the
coming period?

â\200\2304

5. How are you? Is your health improving? Have you been making
plans for the near future?

6. Yvu have been struck, Comrade Presidcny by,a severe health
problem, exactly in this exciting’pcriod. Your friend, vice-
president Nelson Mandala was freed andlthe ANC unbnnned. You had
to experience all of this on the sidcwlinc. We have been with
you, thinking of you, asking oursc}ves: how is-he experiencing
this. what is he thinking now? Can you please give us a few words
about how.you equrienced the.year 1990?7
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7. Would yaur present conditiOn permit you to go home in tho near
â\200\234fugure? Have you got any plans to go home? If 30, whun would that r
.
be
8. Do you have a special.mcssagc for ma, activists in the AABN,.
and/or the Dutch people in zuneral?
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Thank you very.mueh, Comrade PrÃ©sidcnt,ï¬\201for your answers. As our,
deadline is on the first of September, could we â\200\234please, pleaSeÂ«
have them within a week? We know it_is short natice, but, you
see, we have been trying’to arrange a meeting with you for a
â\200\234month nqw and only yesterday we learned that that was not
possible.
’2  A
We hope one day we can mect.you in person.

a

’

’Again, best wishes  
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Too comrade

O. R. Tamho
President of the
African National Coogross
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Amsterdam,

August 22

Doar Comrade President,

As you poosibly know, this year the Anti-Apnrtheid Movement of
the Netherlands (AABN) will celebrate its thlrtieth anniversary.
Because of this special occasion, we will edit a special
newsyaper which will have
circulation among the Dutch public. It will be sold tn all major
bookshops in the country-anï¬\201 thÃ©re will be attention for the
project from major writing and broadcasting media. We are very
happy as well to be able to count on thetoollaboration of a
varioty of fine and â\200\224nationally- famous Dutch writers and
journalists.

-for Dutch standards- a very large

Of course we will, in this special edition of Anti Apartheids-



’krant, also highlight our present fundraisingâ\200\224campnlen for the
ANC, which has to build structures in tho oountry and create
possibilities for the return-of tho exiled people.
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To˜mark this occasion ˜-â\200\231cl1â\200\234irty years of solidarity work- in the
Q
very exciting year of 1990, we would like to ask of you, Comrade Ã©
President, a very spacialâ\200\230faVour. Below, we have put a few
quootlons: they concern issues that are of great importance to
us, e.g. the nature of solidarity work and the relationship(s)
that one can have in the global conglomuratlon of liberation
struggle and solidarity. We know that you, as.you have visited us
in Holland on several occasionS, are well informed about our work
and that you have a lot of knowledge and interesting viows on
solidarity work in general. We -ond that lnoludos Conny Braam,
who sends her love and bes t wishesâ\200\224 would be greatly honoured and
very happy if you would, by answering these quostions, share your
views with us on tthelaungï¬\202ts.

Naturally we would have been even more happy if your condition
would have permitted a ’live interview ˜wo would have OOmc to
London. It is sad to lea.rn that you have not yet fully recovered,
at least not enough to wee ux We hope you will get totally well
again soon.
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Lave and best wishes?
Yours in tho stingely’;Â§
Bart Luirink
Evelicn Grocnln
De ANTI˜APARTHgdï¬\202f #1 T
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Ques tions:

1. Thinking of Holland, which memories come to your mind?

2. Solidarity work concerns, in daily routine, mostly fundrai-

   

sing, informing the public and pressurizing the government of theÂ¢,,, 
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