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On Monday, Decenber 5, the United Nations General Assenbly, a world body
representing over 151 countries, unaninmously adopted a resolution calling on
all its menber states to inmpose conprehensi ve nandatory econom ¢ sancti ons,

i ncluding a trade enbargo agai nst Apartheid South Africa. The resolution
specifically called upon major trading partners of Pretoria, of which Japan is
NO. 1, including multinational cooporations to severe business and trade
relations with the racist Republic of South Africa and thus help alleviate

Bl ack sufferings.

This declaration by the world body has once nore raised the hopes of the Bl ack
majority that the systemthat has caused theminmense pain for decades will
soon be destroyed by conbined internal and international efforts. Mjor trading
partners with Apartheid ruled South Africa should take this expectation into
account .

The Decermber 5, U N resolution is again a re-affirmation of earlier held
views and resolutions that Apartheid still is a crime against humanity. This
year al one 103 Bl ack peopl e have been executed at Pretoria Central Prison and
85 others, with average age of 22 years, are awaiting the hangnan at the sane
not ori ous sl aughter house. In the past three years, from 1985 to 1988, over
30, 000 bl ack people , including 8 year old children, have been thrown into
Apartheid jails for sinply demandi ng respect for expressing their own views,
the right to freedom of speech, novenment and association. According to the
new y established Human Ri ghts Commi ssion in South Africa, 2,000 innocent

bl ack people are still in racist detention prisons. Anong them are 100
children bel ow the age of 18. Torture, excecutions, detention without tria
and a State of Enmergency have becone part of the Apartheid system This
cruelty shoul d be enough to nobve human conci ence to take effective actions



agai nst Apartheid South Africa.

Al t hough the resolution as such is not binding, it,s nora

i mplications and political significance cannot be ignored. It will serve as a
dynano in the struggle agai nst Apartheid, and continued protests and denmands
for governnments and corporations to cut all links and isolate Pretoria.
Through this resolution, billions of people across our gl obe have once nore
renewed their pledge to do everything, sparing and stopping at nothing, to
hasten the deni se of Apartheid and the creation of a denobcratic, non-racia
South Africa as reflected in the Freedom Charter. This places big chall enges
on the people of East Asia, particularly Japan. The eyes of the world wll
focus on this area and will await with high expectati ons new deci si ons and
drastic bold actions that will conpletely change the present unacceptable
state of affairs.

W expect the Japanese CGovernnent to nove from

" self-restraint” to legistration forbidding trade with Pretoria. By so

doi ng, Japan will be joining the rest of it's najor trading partners in the
West and el sewhere that have enforcable |l egistration , regulating nonitoring
structures that ensure that Pretoria does not enjoy the fruit of their
technol ogi cal knowhow and yet continue denying the black majority freedomin
their own country of birth.
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