O i\y‘@i;m \@.,

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA : PRESIDENT DR OLIVER REGINALD TAMBO

Born 1917 in Bizana District in the Eastern Cape.

Educated at Ludebe, the Holly Cross Mission, and set academic
records at St. Peter's Secondary School from where he
matriculated with a first class in 1938. Awarded a
scholarship he obtained a B.Sc from Fort Hare in 1941. He

was expelled during a student strike the following year,
while styding for diploma in education.

1943-47: Science and mathematics teacher at St Peter's
Secondary School.

1952: Qualified as an attorney and established a law
partnership with Nelson Mandela - the first African legal
partnership in South Africa.

One of the founders of ANC Youth League, serving successively
as national secretary, Transvaal President and national
Vice-President. Moving into the leadership of the African
National Congress, he was first elected to the National
Executive Committee in 1949, and has been returned to the

NEC at every subsequent election.

Though prohibited from attending gathering and restricted
to the Johannesburg-Benoni Magesterial District in 1954, he
continued his political activities. He was elected

Secretary-General of the ANC in 1955 and Deputy-President in
1958.

In December 1956 a fortnight after being accepted as a

candidate for ordination, he was one of the 156 South Africans
arrested and charged with treason. A year later he was among
those discharged from the Treason Trial, and he was subseguently
served with new 5 year banning orders.

Convinced that mass arrests, indefinite detention of leaders
and a ban on the ANC was imminent, the National Executive
decided that Oliver Tambo should leave the country immediately
to serve as foreign spokesman. He left the country after

the Sharpeville massacre, a few days before the ANC was
declared an illegal organisation.

Following the death of Nobel Laurette, Chief Albert Luthuli,

he was elected President General of the African National
Congress. He has travelled the world representing the ANC, and
appeared before the United Nations, and many other national

and international platforms. Esteemed and respected even by
those who do not share his views, he is acknowledged at the



UN, the Organisation of African Unity, the Non-Aligned
Movement and among many western countries as the

leader of the oppressed majority in South Africa. Many
Heads of State and Government claim him as a friend. He
has received many honours and awards.

Tambo's leadership is openly acknowledged not least by
the regime, and is acclaimed by the people in political

speeches and in popular songs as well as in opinion
polls.
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| PRESIDENI :
[ AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
JOHANNESBURG 2001, SOUTH AFRICA.
ar Mr. Tambo,
i i have the honour te inform you that Africa=Cultures Inter-
' national Institute has nominated you as the reciPient of an
flonorary Doctorate (Honoris Causa) from the National University
& of Benin to be awarded in the framework of the proceedings ol
F the 7th Panafricanist Congress to be administered in Cotonou,
: Benin from 11=15 February 1991.
The Staff Director of the Officer of the Rector of the Nat-
f ional University of Benin informs me that the Rector of the |
National University of Benin and the Minister of National Educ~
e ition welcome vur recommendation,
E This is to resPectfully inquire whether you would accept the
: honour and whether you would be available to personally attend
the Award Ceremony to be scheduled between 11 and 15 February
1991 .

The Honorary Degree Awards Ceremony will take pPlace in a
ik ? il 2wty neenietave enttina. Since March 1990; Benin has
been peacefully evelving towards democracy through a proces
of civilized consultations between all sectors ol the society,

nona!l Institute €41 wne Organisation AON-goUverne= Afrca-Cultures  Intermational  Inshitifte ® 8 non-govemnments). |

3 des Voiontairas Humanistes. Elle prone et ceuvre non -lucrative Organizaton of Volontary Humanists, [t extolls and
| pour la Renaissance d fiaue Engendrant (3 Renaissance ge I'Humanité 1 | works for the Rensissence of Africa’ Engendering the Reneissancs of

| Centddire . I'Afrique ne  frontiéres, vivanie et prospére — fa Faix Humanity. id est - for living and prosperous borderiess Africa — Just
Unwerselle Juste et Durable —g Fraiemite mondisle. . and lasting Universe! Peace — worldwide Fratemity.
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This histarically unpPrecedonted Droccas of renewal will
At culminate in Procidantial slostiance inMaroch 1001, Your wisid
b | here would rebresent a source of immcnsce inapiration to the
i people of Benin.

- It is understood that upon receipt of an indication of
e your accepPtance; the Government of Benin would officially

A nmmurm i ente s th gew divreebl,

L this Award,

vy Jinyg the cunferr oy v

¥ Although official quarters in Benin are well informed
E ot your stature, a copy of your curriculum vitae is respect-
B fully requested,
] r— ’- .
& Kindly communicete your response to my attention via

fi = fax at 229-313~701.

Flease accept these assurances of my highest consider-
at;OH. i
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Antoine Jean Polgar
y Coordinator




