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Chilling claims of

Mandela soccer club’s
role in child beatings

Swu~bAZ RIBYNE 12/0 /.

THE name of Winnie Mandela has
been linked to the disappearance of
14-year-old township activist Stompie
Moeketsi on the day before the assas-
sination of “people’s doctor” Dr Abu

Baker Asvat.

According to township sources, a young-
ster who claims he was with Stompie on the
day he vanished, has made chilling allega-
tions to a meeting of church and community
organisation workers that the leader of the
Under-14s was savagely beaten up by the no-
torious “Mandela football team”.

The youngster is said to have escaped and to
have made his way back to the church that had
become his home.

The surprise twist came during an investiga-
tion to establish events preceding the murder of
Dr Asvat two weeks ago.

It has been learned that the day before he was
shot, the doctor allegedly treated Stompie and
other youngsters who had been beaten up. Ac-
cording to sources, the doctor warned that Stom-
pie might not survive his injuries.

It is understood from township sources that the
youngster who gave an account of the assault said
he and several other boys, including Stompie,
were staying at the Methodist Church in Orlando
West, Soweto. On Thursday, January 26, they
were playing darts and draughts when members
of the Mandela Football Club arrived and accused
the boys of “staying with whites and buying food
with the racists’ money”.

Suddenly, there was a commotion and they
forced the boys into a kombi. The youngster
is claimed to have recognised the vehicle as
Mrs Mandela’s.

They were driven to a house in Diepkloof Ex-
tension, where the kombi was parked in the
garage.

The boys were ordered into the house, and al-
legedly encountered Mrs Mandela standing in the

doorway with a glass in
her hand.

She allegedly de-
manded to know why
the youngsters were

staying at the church
and allowing them-
selves. to be “sexually
abused” by whites. The
boys denied they had
been abused.

In response, Mrs
Mandela fetched a
sjambok, with which
she struck out at the
group and then alleged-
ly instructed the “team”
to deal with them,

The ““footballers”
beat and kicked the
boys, demanding that
they admit that they
had been sexually
abused. The more the
youngsters denied this,
the more their assail-
ants intensified their as-
sault.

It is said Stompie
fought back fiercely

O Winnie Mandela

and that it took a num-
ber of “club” members
to subdue him. With his |
assailants’ attention fo- |
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cused on Stompie, the
youngster seized the op-
portunity to escape.

He made his way
back to the church and
related his ordeal to the
curator, the Reverend
Paul Verryn, and a
group of church work-
ers he found there.

It is understood that
members of a cross-sec-
tion of community or-
ganisations were called
together to hear the de-
tails.

It was decided imme-
diately to send a small
delegation to the Diepk-
loof Extension house to
rescue the boys, and a
prominent Soweto doc-
tor was chosen to ac-
company them.

However, it is alleged
that Mrs Mandela den-

80ing anywhere else.

parently examined

ied any knowledge of
any boys’ being at her
home. She s reported to
have sajd the “football”
team usually used the

ombi to traye] to
training and 8ym work-
outs, and that she had
no knowledge of their

Dr Asvat was asked
to check the youngsters’
allegations. When he ar-
rived at her home, Mrs
Mandela appeared wor-
ried but allegedly al-
lowed him to see the
boys who had been as-
saulted.

It is then that he ap-

Stompie.

It is understood that
Dr Asvat returned
directly to Orlando
West to report his find-
ings to the community
workers.

He was assassinated
the following day.
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By SOPHIE TEM

JOYCE Manankie Seipei of
Tumahole,  mother of Stompie,
wants her son back — to bury him.

She made this impassioned plea
through City Press this week, add-
ing that she had given up all hope
that Stompie was still alive.

Her son is one of three youths remo-
ved from a Orlando church house by
members of the Mandela Football XI
last month. But he subsequently disap-
peared.

She said she was ndw left with one

option: appealing to his “kidnappers” to
bring his body back.
She told City Press from Tumahole: “I

appeal to those people who are alleged to |
have abducted him (she calls him Stompo) |

to bring him back to me if he is still alive
because 1 miss him. If he is dead I still want
him because I want to bury him.”

With tears filling her eyes, Seipei said:
“Stompie is epileptic and I fear he is dead. |

have very little hope of secing.him alive ,

again.” ,

She said not even the poli¢€ could con-
vince her that her son was still alive. “I will
only believe he is alive once I touch his
hands and talk to him.”

Seipei said she believed her son was dead
because if he was alive he would have tried
to communicate with her in some way. /

“The Security Police told me to report to
them on Friday morning after a weekly
newspaper reported that Stompie’s body
had been found in Soweto.

“All the police told me was that my son
was not dead and could be hiding some-
where. They gave me a different version
from what was in the newspaper and told me
not to take heed of such reports.”
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Sobbing while she spoke, she said: “I am
earnestly appealing to anyone who knows
the whereabouts of my child to bring him
back to me.”

Recalling the turbulent episodes of Stom-
pie’s life, his mother said he was ‘born out of
wedlock and the man who fathered him died
six months after his birth.

She struggled to raise him by herself and
when he reached schoolgoing age she sent
him to the local primary school in Tumaholé
township, but he was expelled in 1986.

(Those who were close to-him say he was
thrown out for radicalising other pupils).

He was arrested early in 1986 — his
mother says he was 11 years old at the time
— and had been in and out of the cells ever
since. G

He was acquitted on charges of pubiic

‘violence after he turned 12 on August 20,

1986. She said thereafter she lost count of
the number of times he had been arrested.

When he realised he was becoming a
threat to the police and the pro-government
vigilantes, he decided to move to Soweto.

After he had been in Soweto for almost a
month he visited his mother — accompanied
by Rev Paul Verryn — and introduced him to
his mother as the person responsible for his
schooling.

“That was the last time I saw him,” said
his mother.
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he said she had been advised to keep quiet bya Crisisj

Committee who have been investigating the activities of |
club. % . b

. Winnie said Nelson Mandela Was aware of the friction

I sorfie’ ranks of community leadership and that his

marriage was not political, we did not need the approva|
of the ANC to marry, so why should politics decide on a

She said Law and Order Minister Adriaan Viok’s
appointment of Maj-Gen Jaap Joubert to head an inquiry
“into the Mandela Football X] Was “nicely timed, as was
his remark that the police faced special difficulties in
such an investigation.” Viok said it was very difficult to |

find witnesses prepared to testify against Winnie. -

Richardson, who it them, (see report on page 2) byt
denied being home at the time. :

She said Richardson stji] had some overalls in ANC
colours which had been used by the Mandela team. .

“At funerals youths from Soweto would request the yse
of these overalls, and Richardson would lend them to
them.

“This led to the confusign that the team still exists,”

1 Winnie added.



DESMOND BLOW

JIERRY Richardson,
41, former coach of the
Mandela Football XI,
this  week admitted
that he had assaulted
the four youths alleg-
edly abducted from the
home of the Rev Paul
Verryn. .
" And, Richardson
said, one of the youths
— Stompie  Moeketsi
Seipei, 14 — admitted
‘under interrogation
that he had “killed
four comrades”,

Richardson said
about a week later
Stompic escaped from
| the quarters where he
had been staying.

“He left the room he
| was sharing with me to
' 20 to the toilet, but did
not come back. I after-
wards discovered he
had disappeared, and
haven’t seen him since.

“I believe he is ei-
ther in the hands of the
Security Police, or is in
hiding.”

It was reported on
Friday that Stompie’s
body had been found,
but police said they
were not aware of this.

Richardson denied
that the boys had been
abducted or that they
had been questioned
about being informers.

“I was the only one
who assaulted the
youths. None of the
other people staying in
Winnie Mandela’s
home took part. I hit
the youths to tell me
the truth about their
association with the
Rev Paul Verryn.” He
said Winnie Mandela
was not aware of the
assaults, and was not
aware that the four
youths were even in the
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make them tell the truth.” i

house ’ until the day
after their arrival.
Richardson said he
had kept the youths in
"back rooms at the
Mandela house where
he is living temporarily
because his own house

was  badly damaged
last November in a
shoot-out between po-
lice and two cadres,
who were shot to death.

After the shoot-out
he was detained by the

.. police for three weeks,

- her,” Richardson said.

macks to ' {

and on his reltase he
had sought sanctuary
fi

the Mandela home.

Richardson said the
our youths were kept
at the Mandela home
because he wanted to
confront Verryn with
them about their alle-
gations.

- “I took them to Ver-
ryn’s  house several
times, but he was away
out of town,”

Richardson said
when a woman, . Xo-
liswa Felati, had
brought a 20-year-old
youth known as Katiza
to the Mandela home
alleging that he had
been indecently as-
saulted, Winnie Man-
dela had taken him to
the late Dr Abu-Baker
Asvat to be examined.

‘““While she was
away, Felati told me
what Katiza had told

He said he; Felati
and two youths who
were _staying at the
Mandela home were
driven 'to Verryn’s
house by ' Mandela’s
chauffeur. “Winnie
was not aware of it as
she had gone to see Dr,
Asvat with Katiza. *

“Verryn was not
home, but four youths
were pointed out to me
by Felati. I asked them
to accompany me back
to the Mandela home
and they came quite
|willingly.

“There 1 interrogat-
ed them. I gave them a
few smacks to make
them tell the truth. -

“I was angry when I
assaulted them, be-
cause such things are
contrary to our black

‘ culture.”
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I INSIGHT: The

‘Mother of the Nation’ gives birth to

club of fear

Mandela bunch of bullies causes deep

resentment
' Sunday Siar Reporter ;

WHILE family and friends of
14-year-old Stompie Moeketsi
were shocked at unconfirmed
reports of the discovery of his
body this week, a picture
emerged of his alleged abduc-
tors — the Mandela football
team — as a bunch of bullies
who struck fear into the com-
munity.

The bad image of the team, ap-
parently formed to act as body-
guards to one-time “Mother of the
Nation” Mrs Winnie Mandela, is

known to have caused deep resent-

~ment in some sections of the com-
munity. :

The recent fall-out between Mrs
Mandela and family lawyer Mr Ismail
Ayob is believed to have been brought
about by the controversy surrounding
the team, described as the final straw
in a series of embarrassing incidents
involving Mrs Mandela. :

The rift between Mrs Mandela and
Mr Ayob began with her notorious
“necklace and matches” speech, and de-
veloped further when she built a luxury
mansion in Soweto. The house has stood
empty for two years because black re-
sentment has prevented her from mov-
ing in.

It is further believed that Mr Ayob’s
feelings regarding Mrs Mandela actions
are shared by her husband, ANC leader
Nelson Mandela. Mr Ayob still acts for
Mr Mandela, while Mrs Mandela has.
transferred her legal affairs to another
Johannesburg lawyer, Mr Krish Nai-
doo.

The controversial “football team”
came into being at the height of town-

ship unrest and Mrs Mandela argued
that she had collected youngsters from
the streets to keep them out of trouble.

But she never explained why, even
when there were no matches being
played, the youths stayed on her prop-
erty.

ghe built extra backyard rooms for
the many youths, and soon they were
living there permanently. 5

Mrs Mandela is now said to be living
in in the plush Diepkloof Extension sub-
urb.

She claims the team was disbanded
in 1986, yet the members appeared in
their club kit sporting ANC colours
when newspaper editor Percy Qoboza
was buried. They were present two
weeks ago, also in club kit, when Dr
Abu-Baker Asvat was buried.

The club is widely accused of bully-
ing and imposing unwanted actions on
the community. :

There are two primary reasons seen
by some as being behind the contin-
uance of the club.

The members have made themselves
so unpopular in the community that if
they were to disband and go their sepa-
rate ways, harm might well befall
them.

Apparently they need their “solidari-
ty” for mutual protection.

The club is one of the most-hated or-
ganisations in Soweto and the contempt
of the community for the “lawless”
youths is well known.

A journalist once accompanied the
football club and Mrs Mandela to a
Soweto house where a young girl had
fallen out with her elderly father, and
the journalist described what she had
seen and heard. The mannerless way in
which the youths addressed the old man
left a lot to be desired, the journalist
said.

_ dressed a crowd in Krugersdorp — iand

In the black community

Other claims against the “foot-
ballers” include that they molested a
young schoolgirl after allegedly beat-
Ing up her companion. Pupils of Da-
liwonga Secondary School in Dube,
Soweto, decided to retaliate.

When the “footballers” saw the
throng of uniformed schoolboys and
girls advancing on the Mandela home,
they fled. The house was set on fire.
Mrs Mandela was not at home. ‘

But, according to witnesses, not a
single neighbour threw as much as a
cup of water at the flames devouring
the house and its contents, such was the
bad blood between Mrs Mandela and
her neighbours.

Other actions which have allegedly
alienated Mrs Mandela from many
anti-apartheid activists include: ;

@ Her association with American *Ro-
bert Brown, who failed to be nomin-
ated by former US President Ropald
Reagan as Ambassador to SA. .

@ Her purchase of the R2-million dou-
ble-storey mansion in Beverly Hills,'Or-
7lando West. It has been an embarrass-
ment to its owner and has drawn:the
ire of the community and criticism
from her political adversaries. = =

® Her “with our necklaces and our
boxes of matches, we will liberate this
country” speech in 1987 when she-ad-

it was at the height of the “necklice”
executions by mobs all over the coun-
try. :
The statement alienated her ffom
most of the community, including sher
erstwhile supporters. The “necklace”
was a political embarrassment to gnti-
apartheid forces because it was seen as
justifying the continuation of the State
of Emergency, and could not be defénd-
ed for any reason. "




Mr Brown claimed to have “Sole
rights” to the use of the Mandela
_ but ‘Mr Mandela summoned him to
Pollsmoor Prison to tell him the dnly
people who could protect the use of his
- name and who had authority to do S0
were the ANC in exile.

On the occasion of the Pollsn{oor
visit by Mr Brown, Mrs Mandela was
there too. Yet, shortly after leavingthe
prison, Mr Brown told a group of prj;s:
men that Mr Mandela had given
power-of-attorney and sole authohty
over the use of his name.

Mrs Mandela was standing beside:-Mr
Brown as he spoke, but did not dlsﬂute
what he said.

Mr Mandela was incensed and sum-
moned his attorney, Mr Ayob, to issue a
statement strongly repudiating ‘Mr

: Brownandsettingtherecordstraight

GROWING RESENTMENT . Winnie Mandela’s actions have alienated her from anti-apartheid activ-
iﬂs,amllurfootbclldubisahahdorgomwhon in Soweto.




"

‘Winnie Mandela linked to beating of activist
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MRS MANDELA
. .. fetched sjambck.

' MRS WINNIE MANDELA has
been linked to the beating up of
14-year-old township activist Stom-
pie Moeketsi, whose subsequent
disappearance has itself been
linked to the murder of Dr Abu-
Baker Asvat, the “people’s doctor”.

A Sunday Star investigation has re-
vealed details of a drama involving the

versial “Mandela football team”, Mrs
Mandela’s unofficial bodyguards.

uestion, “What happened during the last 24 hours
gf Dr Abu-Baker Kgsat’s life?” the Sunday Star
obtained from reliable sources a chilling account
of how young Stompie was savagely beaten up by
the controversy-dogged “team” pqd how this may
| be linked to the cold-blooded killing of Dr Asvat
in his Soweto surgery. :
Last night Mrs Mandela refused to cor_nment until
she had heard the full extent of the allegations.

“Mother of the Nation” and the contro-

In attempting to establish the answer to the -

According to sources, I~

CLUB

OF

FEAR

" STOMPIE MOEKETS
. . . disappeared.

it is widely believed that
the following sequence of
events took place on Jan-

uary 26, the day before

Dr Asvat was shot down
in his Soweto surgery.

* One of a small group of
boys forcibly removed
from the Methodist
Church in Orlando West
escaped from a R75 000
house in plush Diepkloof
Extension and made his
way back to the church.

There he found a group
of people, including the

| curator; the Rev Paul

Verryn, and he told them
about the ordeal suffered

by the group in the house.
' According to the Sun- |

day Star’s information, a
small group of adults
from a cross-section of
organisations campaign-

| ing in the black commu-

nity were immediately
summoned to the Meth-

odist Church to listen to |

the escaper’s story.

The boy said a group,
which he named as the
Mandela Football Club,

' had earlier arrived at the

Methodist Church and
found youngsters at the
church playing darts and
draughts.

The “football club”
members accused the
boys of ‘“‘staying with
whites and having bought
food with the racists’
money”. There was a
commotion as the boys
were forcibly removed
from the Methodist
Church and put into'a
kombi, which the escaper
recognised as belonging
to Mrs Mandela, wife of
ANC leader Nelson Man-

- dela.

The boy said on the
way from Orlando West

'~ to Diepkloof he and the
| -other youngsters — one

of whom was Stompie
Moeketsi — were not
beaten or molested.
When the kombi ar-
rived in Diepkloof Exten-
ysion they were driven

PRI R R
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into the yard and into the
garage, and a side-door in
the garage was opened.
The door led straight into
the main house.

The boys were ordered
out of the kombi and into
the house, and they found
Mrs Mandela in the door-

- way. She had a glass in
| one hand and and was

very unfriendly to Stom- |
pie and his friends.

She wanted to know
why they were staying at
the church and allowing
themselves to be “sexual-
ly abused” by whites. The

. boys denied they had

been abused.

At their denial Mrs
Mandela went to her bed-
room and fetched a sjam-

| bok with which she
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B Astro-psychologist
Maureen Demot

Sunbay
Stars augur well for the

SENSITIVE, compassionate, good-
natured, logical and pragmatic —
these are some of the qualities the
stars attribute to the new leader of
the National Party, Frederik Willem
de Klerk.

The Sunday Tribune asked an inter- -

nationally-recognised astro-psycholo-
gist, Maureen Demot, to compile a
birth chart of Mr De Klerk. (Mrs
Demot is currently conducting exten-
sive personality research on top po-
litical and military leaders in South
Africa, Angola and Namibia.)

Mapping the chart according to Mr

De, Klerk’s birth date of March 18,
1936, she has disclosed the following
character traits and motivations:
B THE new leader of the NP, “the
president-in-waiting”, has many qua-
lities that augur well for South Afri-
ca.

Although the Press cites “conser-
vatism” as his main trait, Mr De
Klerk is very much a man of sensi-
tive, compassionate proclivities.

He as been labelled “verkramp”,
but I don’t agree with this, as he has

the ability to be flexible, to genuinely
understand the feelings, dreams and

aspirations of other sectors of our

population. This means that he is ca-
pable of leading our nation into a bet-
ter future, guiding it into a new era
of positive change.

He does have an inclination to ac-
cept tradition and convention and to
follow the path that has been trodden
by others. Yet his pragmatism, his
ability to compromise and his nego-
tiating skills will allow him to re-
spond positively to the exciting
changes and development needed to
make South Africa a truly great
country.

Mr De Klerk has unfathomable
depths to his nature, an intuitive in-
tellect, strong instincts and a recep-
tive and logical mind.

His devotion to an ideal, to a cause,
is not fixed and stubborn. He is ca-
pable of bending, of adapting to cir-
cumstances.

TR!BuNE

Rather unworldly, he does not have
a great ego to feed; therefore, self-in-
terest is not a priority. He will work
for the country in service to the volk
and the state with the highest integri-
ty.

He is a man who is satisfied with
who he is, has confidence and is ob-
Jjective about goals, and co-operative
without hidden self-serving motiva-
tions.

He has the ability to understand
differing points of view and is ame-
nable to changes as well as hav-
ing little self-doubt about following
his own instincts.

A man with an unassuming man-
ner, he is open, good-natured and has
an optimistic outlook. :

In him we have a magnanimous in-
dividual with good moral qualities.

He also has effective persuasive
qualities and can inspire others.

Honest and sincere, he is open, un-
afraid of expressing what he feels,
and capable of acting quickly on his

|9 O 2329

‘president-in-waiting’ |

instincts. Highly energetic, he is self-
sufficient and purposeful.

He is fair-minded and tries to
maintain peace and harmony in all
his interactions with others. Mentally
receptive, he will be in touch with
what others think.

He has marvelous intuition as well
as perfect ease and naturalness of ex-
pression which will be an asset in his
dealing with others, private or public.

His mind is also logical and prag-
matic with a sense of responsibility
and self-control. Practical and indus-
trious, his efforts yield respect.

There is a part of Mr De Klerk
which is poetic, spiritual, philosophi-
cal with strong imagination, insight
and vision.

Can he deliver the reformist
goods? Can he lead South Africa into
the 21st Century to peace and pros-
perity? The stars believe he can.

If he can constructively use his
sense of mission and dream of a new
South Africa, together with his gen-
uine caring for humanity and his
fighting spirit, much can be achieved.

S ———————




This week: the backseat driver takes over the wheel ad gets the motor

HE speech by new National Party leader FW de Klerk in Parliament this week confided
not a single line on the detail of fresh policy. Nobody really expected it would, either. But
what he did do was provide the broad statement of intent which everybody has been
demanding of President Botha for several years: And that was a total surprise.

Now pundits are having to revise opinions of a man who has been catalogued, for want of better

evidence, as a core verkrampte more concerned
with rightist inroads than the big problems facing
the country — not just the Afrikaner ruling party.

It is fair to say that his speech was statesman-
like and stunning.

If one is to believe what he said, then we are in
for an exciting new period as the Government
moves to confront and grapple with the obstacles
which lie in the way of a fair and peaceful tomor-
row.

This was probably the most difficult speech of
his life. He couldn’t say anything of real import
because he still has a back-seat driver. Yet he
still had to put his stamp on the party.

He did. The Progressive Federal Party congratu-
lated him, and he received what amounts to a
backhanded compliment from the Conservative
Party when it blasted him for moving “left”.

Don’t worry, be happy . . .

He did what PW Botha, the ageing and fin-
ger-wagging patriarch .

— but the
real test
is to come

of politics, has never
achieved ... provided a
message of hope to
South Africans who are
thoroughly sick of being
stalled at the red light.
His broad-brush
statement of intent will
also provide optimism
among reluctant friends
abroad who study the
Government’s policy di-
rections in the hope that
this country might yet &8 -
emerge as a worthwhile m Not like finger-

ally in the view of hon- wagging PW Botha

ourable governments.
In making his speeck

he also displayed con-
siderable common-
sense. Except for the
CP, nobody basically
disagreed with what he
had to say. The Great
Chamber even echoed

)

‘to the “hoor | oor’j!rr of Rub

the Labour Party. [The

apart that this is more | inga CP speaker.

(W]

fTh or less equivalent to an
National Party an .‘t‘h‘e‘»ki; African National Con-
Labour Party aré so far | gress audience’s cheer-

Take it easy . ..

This is basically what
he said. Everything is
under control. Give me
a chance. We are on
course.

But he also said
things, without provid-
ing any detail, which
will elicit huge expecta-
tions of a new deal. The
problem for Mr De
Klerk and his party will
be to provide the flesh
for this change.

In many ways it was
an historic speech in
that he finally crossed
Mr Botha’s Rubicon for
him.

It was the sort of
speech made by a na-
tional leader when a
country needs healing.

He wants a “totally
changed South Africa”,
a country ‘“which has

rid itself of the antago-
nism of the past”, a

country “free of domi-
nation or oppression in
any form”.

He ain’t heavy, he’s
my brother . ..

Here, and I don’t be-
lieve President Botha
has ever addressed the
South African blacks si-
milarly, he spoke of the
“silent majority” which
is anxiously awaiting a
“message of hope”.

Fail in that task, he
said — and this sounds
like something straight
out of a PFP tract —
then the country is
heading for chaos.

He made it plain he
had taken the flickering
reform torch from PW
Botha and intended to
run with it.

He also provided
Parliament with an ap-

peal to reason which |

has not been heard from
President Botha for a
long time.

He slammed sterile
aggression and bitter
recrimination in the
process which will lead
to a better future.

His enemies have
long said that FW de
Klerk is a closet conser-
vative, a technocrat
with no particular vi-
sion and no particular
views, someone hard to
typify.

This speech doesn’t
prove the contrary, but
it’s the clearest direct-
ion this country has had
in many years of NP
rule of where the Go-
verment is headed.

~Critics will say there '
-is nothing in the address .
except good intentions.
But then, no leader of
the NP has ever ap-
peared’so committed to
good intentions before., -

In the end, the test
for FW de Klerk’s state- e
ments will occur when
the party has to go back
to the hustings in order
to sell its policy.
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