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" Lengthy appeals process might
keep Winnie Mandela out of prison

: Associated Press -

Wmme Mandela: Ailowed to
appeal conviction. . ety

GA

By BARRY RENFREW

Associated Press

. . JOHANNESBURG, South Afrlca
— Winnie Mandela won a reprieve
Tuesday from a six-year prison

-sentence for kidnapping and
-accessory to assault when a judge
said she could appeal her convic-
- tion. :
" The wife. of opposition leader "
~ Nelson Mandela smiled when Jus-
“tice M.S. Stegmann delivered the
-decision after a brief hearing.

"The appeal could take several

_'years .and the lengthy process
- could eventually bury the case and
“keep“her out of prison. Her sup- -
porters hope a black government
“will . take - power ' before a final

decision is reached ‘and dlSmlSS
the case.

Nelson Mandela _president of\

: Antt-apartheld actwlst Boesak
joins African National Congress :

CAPE TOWN, South Africa — Alilan Boe-

-sensational !
- ruled that a higher court rmght_

the African National Congress,
accompanied his wife to court.

Stegmann, who found Winnie
Mandela guilty at the end-of a
three-month . trial,

reach a different verdict. But he
said he was convmced he was nght
to find her guilty. s |

- Under South Afncan Iaw the
convicting judge must cons:der a

request to appeal the verdict to a !
- . higher court. If the judge refuses, |
_an appeal can be made to the chief
justice, and ‘if that falls to the !

South African president. :
Winnie Mandela and two co de— -
fendants were convicted May 13 of -

abducting four black youths ‘and
_keeping them at her Soweto home.

- She also was convicted of being an

..accessory to assault after the fact.

THE CHARLO’ITE OBSERVER Wednesday, July 17,1991

Tl OO g O

1

sak, a well-known anti-apartheid .figure, has

. joined the African
National Congress.

.- Boesak was nominated

for a position on the black

opposition group’s

.| national executive .com-

| mittee earlier this month,

| but withdrew from the

member could hold a
leadership post.

Boesak, who is of
mixed-race ancestry, said
he expected to help in recruiting and mobiliz-
ing ANC members. ‘ANC President Nelson
Mandela has said the organization needs to
lmprove its membership among people who
aren't black. :

Boesak
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ANC d¢
ek revenge, |
says Mandela

DURBAN. — ANC

sident Nelson Man-
dela yesterday said he
would fight Black domi-
nation just as he fought
White domination _in
pursuit of his organisa-
tions commitment to a
non-racial political o
der in South Africa.

Mr Mandela was de-
\ivering the inaugural
Griffith and Victoria
Mxenge Memorial Lec
ture at the University ©
Natal.

Mr Mandela said the
ANC did not seek re-
venge for the years of
racial oppression, and
that the organisation's

response 10 racism Was
non-racialism.

People should be sen-
sitive to the Black domi-
nation phobia as this

would help all South

Africans understand
that everybody’s rights
would be ensured.

cans 10 develop their
roots in what he termed
the African soil and said
that Whites, in particu-
\ar, should stop thinking
of themselves as Euro-

ans in Africa, with

Sapa.






WHAT is a liberal newspaper, asks a
readerin a letter below. What does a
liberal stand for?

Simply, a liberal stands for free-
dom. But freedom is an ideologically
loaded word — Eugene Terre'B-
lanche and Chris Hani both see
themselves as freedom fighters. A
liberal stands for the maximum free-
dom for each individual, as long as
this does notinfringe onthe freedom
of others. This simple sounding for-
mula, which has faced barrages of
criticism since put forward by John
Stuart Mill in 1859, is a direct and
guiding influence on liberal journa-
lism. Liberal journalists are particu-
larly concerned about the freedom
of expression. of opinion, which
seems to have been continually
under threat since newspapers were
first printed in this country.

Liberals have a bad name among
the left because of their association
with “exploitive” capital and be-
cause they have not done enough to
help blacks. These criticisms go
against other characteristics gen-
erally ascribed to a “liberal” per-
scnality — generous, open-hearted
and caring. White liberals are de-
rided by the right for being too well-
disposed toward blacks, and for
being communists. The term “pinko
liberal” (often applied to this news-
paper) captures this derision. The
combination is illogical because lib-

erals see communism as-a_re- -

straining doctrine totally at odds
with their own views on freedom.
What has cast these two together in
the eyes of the right is their concern
for people who are downtrodden.
The “liberal” press is, however,

doing enough to depict the hard-
ships of blacks, and not fighting hard

. enough for their cause. This led to
. the birth of the “alternative” press

in the 1980s. Although criticised by
the left and right the liberal press,
true to its tradition of freedom of ex-
pression, often carries their views.
You will find a greater variety of
opinion, and hence liveliness, in lib-
eral newspapers than in the
government supporting media or in
the alternative press.

The variety of opinion catered for
in the liberal tradition means there

.ere no defiritive answers to the

questions posed in the let'er below.
For instance, it i: possible for a lib-
eral not to believe in God, and lib-
erals will hold differing views on the
role of the church and state, on mur-
der, abortion and divorce. Some,
like our letter writer, may think this
means liberal- are fence sitters. But
preaching freedom of opinion, when
all around are demanding you take
sides for or against them, requires
just as much courage as jumping one
way or the other. f

. And finally, dear letter writer, lib-

erals do not doubt the “capability of
blacks to rule South Africa”. We be-
lieve in the innate ability of all
human beings and do not distinguish
by pigmentation. However, after the
corrupt and inefficient bungling of
the past few decades one might be
tempted to question the governing
capabilities of those whose turn is
now drawing to a close. h
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: i Well, what did you think of Saki 1‘
habitually accused by the left of not ., Macozoma’s answer — in Monday's

WwiTNESS  EodTat | B
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Witness — to Teresa Millin’s ques- \ ‘Why is this irﬁportant? Those who
tion about whether Nelson Mandela-

is a communist? Just a week earlier
Cyril Ramaphosa seemed evasive,
but Saki takes the cake. Behind all
the bulldust about MecCarthyism,
red-baiting, witch-hunting and other
cliches is the simple truth that the

ANC is not being open about its com- _

munist connections.

WeEL, SURS 1M A CARD-
CARYING MEMBER OF
e PARTY. ERRR ...\ HiCH

PARTY ARE You'?

are communists  have: much to
answer for. Although most of us can
dismiss years of Cliff Saunders’
propaganda, communism has un-
questionably failed, economically,
politically and socially. This very
day Mikhail Gorbachev is virtually
begging from Western leaders after
the G7 summit. In the name of com-
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by Martin William:

s a liberal newspaper?

munism nore people -have bee:
killed than under Hitler, Mussolin
and all the apartheid leaders put to
gether. Communism is now seen ir
Europe as having a kinder, socialis
face. Bu* here we haven't guite
abandoned the fear of a two-stage
revolution where communists, lurk:
ing in the ANC hierarchy, will <.+
their moment to take control of the
country.

ANC leaders have said publicl:
they want more foreign investmen
and they want to attract more Souti.
African whites to their ranks. »
clean break with the red bogeymar
would help, but it is obviously toc
difficult to break with an ally whe
has stood by you in the toughes:
years of the struggle. Indeed, the
label “khhomanisi” is seen as a badge
of honour among many comrades.

It's comradeship in the struggle
that counts, as Western liberals and
capitalists found out at the recent
ANC conference. Whose foreign
delegates do you think received the
loudest applause? The USSR, Cuba -
and Iraq. ‘

* kK

) Newgusly waiting my turn to be
interveiwed on BBC Wales last week
I was put ut case when technicians
hooked up to an annnounder reading
the morning’s headlines. The Sun
was the snappiest. Welcome Bok.
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If, after all this talk about liberals
an;i communists, you’ve half a mind
to join a more conservative political
group, you're in good company. Half
amind is all you need.
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