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t;o r any p o lit ic a l p a rty  to  ach ieve and  
to  m a in ta in  p o lit ic a l pow er, it  m ust 
have  th e  s u p p o rt o f the  m a jo rity  o f the 
e le c to ra te . In a d e m o c ra tic  society 
th is  w o u ld  m ean th a t  the  p a rty  in 
p o w e r m ust have  the  s u p p o rt o f the 
m c jo r ity  o f the  a d u lt  p o p u la tio n .

Jn 196C th e  census showed South 
A fr ic a  to  hove a p o p u la tio n  of 
15,841,000 pe op le . In the  sam e year 
a R e fe ren dum  was he ld  to d e c id e  
w h e th e r Sou th  A fr ic a  was to becom e o 
R e pu b lic . O v e r 90 %  o f th e  e le c to ra te  
p a r t ic ip a te d  in th e  R e fe rendum . The 
resOlts show ed th a t 350,458 pe o p le  
h a d  vo te d  in  fa vo u r o f a R epub lic . 
S ou th  A fr ic a  becam e a R e pu b lic  be ­
cau se  850,458 p e o p le  o u t o f 15,841,000 
h o d  d e c id e d  th a t  i t  s h o u ld  be so! 
C le a r ly  th e re  can  be  no c o n n e c tio n  
be tw ee n  d e m ocra cy  a n d  South A frica . 

W «  have  in tro d u c e d  o u r d iscuss ion  
w ith  a so m e w h a t in e le g a n t co lle c tio n  

f ig u re s . W e w a n t to  g e t to  g rips  
w ith  o u r  p ro b lem - W e  w a n t to  ana lyse  
t i ie  n a tu re  a n d  th e  e x te n t o f th e  sup ­
p o r t  th a t  th e  N a tio n a lis t  Party en joys 
in  S ou th  A fr ic a . From  the  fig u re s  th a t 
w e  have  q u o te d  i t  becom es c le a r  th a t 
th e  r ig h t  to  d e c id e  w h o  sh a ll govern  
th e  c o u n try  a n d  how  they sha ll govern , 
b e lo n g s  exc lus ive ly  to  th e  3,068,000 
w h ite *  (1960 fig u re s ) in  th e  coun try . 
B u t th e  f ig u re s  a lso  te ll us th a t  on ly 
5 2 .3 %  o f th e  votes h a d  g o n e  to  the  
N a tio n a lis ts . 775,878 p e o p le  h a d  a c tu ­
a lly  vo te d  a g a in s t a  R e pu b lic . The task 
o f  th is  a r t ic le  is to  ta ke  a c lo se r look  
a t  th a t  sec tio n  o f th e  w h ite  p o p u la tio n  
in  S ou th  A fr ic a  th a t  keeps V ors te r in  
po w e r.

T here  a re  a p p ro x im a te ly  1,750,000 A fr i­
kan e rs  in  South A fr ic a . The N a tio n a ­
lis t  P arty  is th e  p a rty  o f th is  sec tion  o f 
th e  p o p u la t io n . The Party w as fo rm ed  
in  1914 u n d e r th e  le a d e rs h ip  o f G e n e ­
ra l H e rtzo g  as th e  p a rty  o f those  A fr i­
kaners  w h o  re fused  to  a c c e p t th e  id ea  
o f a  p a rty  serv ing  bo th  th e  Eng lish  an d  
A fr ik a a n s -s p e a k in g  sections o f the  
(w h ite )  p o p u la tio n .

I t  is n o t d i f f ic u lt  to  u n d e rs ta n d  why 
th e  A fr ik a n e rs  co u ld  n o t a c c e p t the  
id e a  o f re c o n c ilia tio n  w ith  the  Eng lish. 
F rom  th e  tim e, in 1795, w hen the  B ri­
tish  h a d  f irs t  set fo o t in South A frica , 
th e re  ha d  been s tr ife  be tw ee n  Boer 
a n d  B rito n . The in e v ita b le  c lim a x  had  
com e in  th e  fo rm  o f th e  A n g lo -B o e r 
w a r. For th e  Boers th e  w a r w as the  c l i­
m ax to  " a  cen tu ry  o f w ro n g " . "T he re  
rose up  b e fo re  them  . . . th e  m em ory 
o f  th e  pas t, . o f the  th o u s a n d  an d  
o n e  d e fe a ts  a n d  h u m ilia tio n s  to  which

they  h a d  been  su b je c te d  ever s ince 
the  B ritish  p resence  e s ta b lish e d  itse lf 
in  South A fr ic a ."  (B ria n  B u n tin g : THE 
RISE O F  THE S O U TH  AFR IC AN  REICH 
pp . 15—16). The w a r itse lf on ly  served 
to  in te n s ify  the  h a tre d  o f the  Boer fo r 
th e  B ritish . They w ere  chased from  th e ir  
hom es a n d  th e ir  fa rm s w ere  b u rn t to  
th e  g ro u n d . Som e 26,000 Boer w om en 
a n d  ch ild re n  pe rished  in British con ­
c e n tra t io n  cam ps. Ramsay M a c D o n a ld  
w ro te  p ro p h e tic a lly  th a t  "w h e n  every 
o th e r m em ory . o f th e  w a r w ill have 
fa d e d  aw ay, the  n ig h tm a re  shadow s o f 
th e  cam ps w ill s till re m a in ” . (B u n tin g  
p. 17)
The g ro w th  o f  th e  N a tio n a lis t  Party 
from  its b ir th  in 1914 u n til the  p resen t 
is a d m ira b ly  d e a lt  w ith  by B rian B un t­
in g  in  th e  book  from  which we have 
a lre a d y  q u o te d . I t  was in e v ita b le  th a t 
an  o rg a n ism  bo rn  o f h a tre d  an d  fe a r 
sho u ld  g ro w  in to  a d e fo rm ed  an d  re ­
pu ls ive  m onste r. W e sha ll n o t try to 
te ll th a t unsavoury  ta le  once  m ore. W e 
need  on ly  no te  th a t, c o u p le d  w ith  its 
o p p o s itio n  to the  B ritish , th e  N a tio n a ­
lis ts  cam e to po w e r on the  basis  o f the 
m ost ra b id  a n d  v ic ious  rac ia lism . This, 
m ore  tha n  a n ti-B rit is h  sen tim e n t is 
w h a t b ro u g h t them  to  pow er. This ra ­
c ia lism , as we sha ll a tte m p t to  show, 
is w h a t is kee p in g  them  in pow er. The 
sam e rac ia lism  a lso  co n ta in s  the  seeds 
o f th e ir  in e v ita b le  de fea t.

W e have sa id  th a t the  N a tio n a lis ts  
de rive  th e ir  m a in  su p p o rt from  the  
A fr ik a a n s -s p e a k in g  section  o f the  
w h ites  in South A fr ic a . But even w ith in  
the  ranks o f th is  sm all section  o f the  
p o p u la tio n  th e re  a re  c o n tra d ic tio n s - 
The A fr ik a n e rs  do  no t form  one  u n ­
d iffe re n t ia te d  w ho le . W ith in  th e ir

ranks th e re  a re  classes a n d . conse­
qu en tly , c lass  d iffe re n c e s . A t the  m o­
m en t these d iffe re n c e s  a re  h id d e n  be ­
h in d  the  com m on b e n e fit  th a t the  
w h ite  sec tion  as a w h o le  derives from  
th e  e x p lo ita t io n  o f th e  n o n -w h ite  
pe o p le  o f Sou th  A fr ic a .
But socie ty is n o t a  d e a d , unm ov ing  
th in g . C o n tra d ic t io n s  th a t  m ay a t one  
tim e  be suppressed  m ay a t a n o th e r 
t im e  asse rt them selves w ith  s h a tte r in g  
fo rc e !

The g o v e rn m e n t en joys the  s u p p o rt of 
m ost o f th e  w h ite  w o rkers  in  South 
A frica , e s p e c ia lly  th a t  o f the  A fr ik a n e r  
w orker. In 1911, 80 " h o f A fr ik a n e rd o m  
was s till liv in g  on  th e  p la tte la n d . The 
d e v e lo p m e n t o f a m od e rn  econom y, 
however, c u t in to  the  fa b r ic  o f th e ir 
s im p le  w ay o f life . C a p ita lis m  was pe ­
n e tra t in g  in to  th e  in n e rm o s t po re  of 
South A fr ic a n  society. Everyth ing th a t 
stood in  th e  w ay o f the  young  b u t v ig o ­
rous c a p ita lis m  ha d  to  pe rish . The 
Boer w ith  h is su b s is ten ce  fa rm in g  w as 
in the  way. By 1925, the  n u m b e r o f 
ru in e d  a n d  d ispossessed "p o o r  w h ite s " 
stood in th e  re g io n  o f 300,000.

The N a tio n a lis t  Party was fo rm ed  in 
the  p e rio d  w hen th e  ru in e d  Boer was 
s ta rtin g  h is re lu c ta n t trek in to  the  
towns. The tow n s  w ere  a h o s tile  w o rld  
fo r th e  Boer. O n  a rr iv in g  th e re  the 
Boer fo u n d  th a t he d id  no t have  the  
necessary sk ills  to  com p e te  w ith  the  
im m ig ra n t w h ite  worker- H e w as le ft 
to f ind  his way in the  c o m p e tit io n  w ith  
the  "B lack  w o rk e r".
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To ad d  to his h u m ilia tio n  he also 
found  th a t his la n g u a g e  was despised. 
It is easy to see why he saw sa lva tion  
in the pa rty  of H ertzog.
The N a tio n a lis t Party an d  the o the r 
o rg a n isa tio n s  o f the  "v o lk "  m ade it 
th e ir du ty  to rescue the he lp less A fr i­
kaner worker. Relie f bod ies were fo r ­
med. There was a fie rce  s tru g g le  to 
have the la n g u a g e  o f the  A fr ik a n e r 
acce p ted  The A fr ik a n e r o rg a n isa tio n s  
p rov ided  a c u ltu ra l re tre a t fo r the 
hom eless w orker.

O ver the years, the re fo re , the w h ite  
w orker has com e to look to  the N a tio ­
n a lis t Party to p ro te c t him a g a in s t the 
re a litie s  o f life . This was the basis of 
his sup po rt fo r the N a tio n a lis t Party 
an d  it rem a ins so now.
The w h ite  w orker supports  the g o ve rn ­
m ent because the go ve rnm en t keeps 
him  in a po s itio n  o f p riv ilege . Job re ­
serva tion  p ro te c ts  him from  the com ­
p e tit io n  of o th e r workers. It is g o ve rn ­
m en t po licy  to see to it th a t the  w h ite  
w orker receives "w h ite  m an 's wages ". 
In a word, gove rn m en t po licy  makes it 
very d iff ic u lt  fo r a w h ite  m an to be 
poor I

O f course, it w ou ld  be com p le te  over­
s im p lif ic a tio n  to say th a t the  w h ite  
w orker supports  the go ve rnm en t on ly 
because th a t go ve rn m en t sees to it 
th a t he gets a good  jo b . The w h ite  
w orker u n d o u b te d ly  supports  the id e o ­
logy of the N a tio n a lis t Party. He sup ­
ports the rac ia lism  of th a t Party.
H ere  som eone may p o in t o u t th a t even

the ou tlook, the id eo log y  o f the w h ile  
w orker is based on his p riv ile ge d  p o s i­
tion . The w h ite  w o rke r can see th a t his 
p r iv ile ge d  pos iton  depends on a p o ­
licy o f ra c ia l d isc r im in a tio n . As long 
as rac ia lism  can secure his po s itio n  c f 
p riv ilege , he w ill sup po rt rac ia lism . 

From th is  it may be con c lu ded  th a t 
the w h ite  w orker may be pe rsuaded 
to d isca rd  his ra c ia lis t ou tlo o k  if he 
can be shown th a t rac ia lism  can no t 
any lo ng e r keep him  in a pos ition  of 
p riv ile ge . In o the r words, if we accep t 
th a t the ou tlo o k  of an in d iv id u a l d e ­
pends on his rea l s itu a tio n  in life , then 
we m ust a lso  acce p t th a t his o u t­
look w ill change when his s itua tion  
changes.

This, in fact, is a p ro fo un d  tru th . But 
like any o the r tru th , if i t  is ca rried  to 
extrem es it  w ill m erely becom e r id ic u ­
lous. If we ju s t acce p t th is  as a fo r ­
m ula, then we sha ll co n c lu de  th a t we 
have m erely to  b ring  a b o u t a change 
in the po s ition  o f the  w orker and then 
we sha ll ho ld  ou r b rea th  (or ou r thum b 
if we a re  so in c lin e d ) and w a it for the 
m ag ic  change to take  p lace . W e shall 
be sorely d isa p p o in te d . A ll th a t w ill 
happ en  is th a t we sha ll becom e u n ­
c o m fo rta b le  from  h o ld in g  ou r b reath . 

The id eo log y  of peop le  is indeed  b a ­
sed on th e ir  m a te ria l co n d itio n s  in life. 
By th is we m ean a ce rta in  set of ideas. 
For ins tance , a person who is o p p re s ­
sed by o thers  w ill grow  to ha te  those 
who oppress him . But the im p o rta n t 
th in g  is th a t he w ill no t stop h a ting  
those w ho have w ronged  him the 
m om ent they stop opp ress ing  him. 
That ha tred  w ill be in g ra in e d  in him. 
He may even pass it on to his 
ch ild ren. In o th e r words, even tho ugh  
his fo rm er oppressors have long  since 
ceased to oppress him, even though  
he may no t be liv ing  in the same p lace 
anym ore, th a t person may con tin u e  to 
ha te  them . A nd  his ch ild ren, who 
m igh t never even have seen the 
peop le , w ill a lso  ha te  them.

The exam p le  has its de fects b u t w ha t 
we w ished to exp la in  is th a t a lth o u g h  
a ce rta in  ou tlo o k  grows o u t of the 
s itu a tio n  in which the  person finds 
him self, th a t ou tlo o k  may rem a in  w ith 
the person long  a fte r the  o r ig in a l 
cause has d isap pea red . In fact, the 
ou tloo k  may even be a d o p te d  by 
others w ho do not even know  the o r ig i­
na l cause- These persons m erely 
acce p t the  o u tlo o k  of those a ro un d  
them . Very few peop le  ever stop to 
th in k  why they hove a p a r tic u la r  o u t­
look A com m on exam ple  is the a t t i­
tud e  of m any pe op le  to com m unism . 
M any pe op le  who ha te  com m unism  
have never bo the red  to f in d  ou t w hat 
com m unism  is. But they ha te  com m u­
nism neverthe less.

The same th in g  op p lie s  to the  w h ite  
w orker and his rac ia lism . Very few 
w h ite  workers, we are Sure, hove ever 
stopped to cons ider why they are ra ­
c ia lis ts  It is ju s t in g ra in e d  in them  
th a t they shou ld  ha te  block peop le . 
But they ha te  them  a ll the  sam e! In 
o the r words, from  hav ing  an o r ig in a l 
cause, the  ou tlo o k  or id e o lo g * o f the  
person eve n tua lly  becom es sc 'n e th ing  
th a t can survive even a fte r th*- cause 
has d isap pea red . It leads a • e p a ro te  
existence, in d e p e n d e n tly  of t l <» o r ig i 
na l cause. But in sp ite  o f th is, the m a ­
te r ia l c o n d itio n s  unde r which the man 
lives do f in a lly  de te rm in e  his ou tlook 
Therefore, if he shou ld  re ta in  the 
same ou tloo k  even a fte r the  cause has 
d isap pea red , it now becom es pos­
s ib le  to change his ou tloo k . A ll we 
m ust bear in m ind  is th a t his ou tlook  
w ill no t change a u to m a tic a lly  N or 
w ill it  change im m ed ia te ly .

W h a t a re  the p ra c tic a l conc lus ions  to 
be d raw n  from  th is?  First we m ust see 
to  it th a t the  m a te ria l s itu a tio n  o f the  
person is changed. But th is  w ill on ly 
be the  b e g in n in g . H av ing  achieved 
this, we must, by p ro p a g a n d a  an d  
o therw ise, hasten an d  he lp  the  change 
in the o u tlo o k  o f the  person.

T H E  M A T E R IA L  C O N D I T I O N  

O F  T H E  W H IT E  W O R K E R

The co n d itio n s  of life  of the w hite wor 
ker are most e lo q u e n tly  to ld  by the 
fa c t th a t from  1935 to 1960 the wages 
of w h ite  m iners (m ine  w orkers) rose 
from  R1,617 per year to R2.296 per 
year In the  same p e rio d  the cash 
w ages of n o n -w h ite  m inew orkers  ac tu  
a lly  d e c lin e d  ( ! )  from  R144 to R I40 
T h rou gh ou t the South A frica n  econom y 
the story is the  same. A lw ays we sha ll 
f ind  th a t w ide  g a p  be tw een the in 
com e o f the  w h ite  w orker an d  th a t of 
the  black w orker. The ave rage  incom e 
(pe r person) in South A fr ic a  in 1960 
was R226. This f ig u re  p laces South 
A frica  be tw een the very rich and  the 
very poor coun tries  o f the  w orld . But 
th is f ig u re  is very de cep tive  to the p e r­
son who does no t know South A frica  
A c tua lly , w hen we take a c loser look, 
th is  ave rage  incom e is s p lit up  in the 
fo llo w in g  way:

W h ites . R631
A s ians : R133
C o lo u re d s : R86
A frica n s : R63
(H o u g h to n : THE SOUTH AFRICAN
E C O N O M Y  p 159)

There is no need to e la b o ra te  on these
figu res  In any case, the im m ense ly



p riv ile ge d  pos ition  o f the  w h ite  w o r­
ker in South A frica  has been the sub­
je c t o f a co n s id e ra b le  body of li te ra ­
tu re  a lready. This p riv ile ge d  p o s itio n  
o f the w h ite  w orker has a history as 
long os the in d u s tr ia lis a tio n  of South 
A frica  itse lf. But in 1948, w ith  the  com 
ing  to pow er o f the N a tio n a lis ts  Party, 
th e ir p o s itio n  becam e firm ly  en tren  
ched

Job rese rvation  was m ade law  by the 
In d u s tr ia l C o n c ilia tio n  A ct of 1956. 
U n de r section 77 (as am ended  by 
A c t 11 o f 1959) the  M in is te r o f Labour 
may reserve ce rta in  jobs for the  m em ­
bers of a ce rta in  race. The pu rpo se  of 
the  A c t was spe c ifica lly  to  p ro te c t the 
w h ite  w orker from  the  co m p e titio n  of 
o th e r workers. It has resu lted  in a la ­
bo u r s truc tu re  which has been ca lle d  
"m u lt i- ra c ia l team s o f no n -co m pe tin g  
w o rke rs". Furtherm ore, to  m ake assu­
rances do u b ly  sure, the  A c t a lso  p ro ­
v ided  fo r the  ro c ia l exclusiveness of 
T rade U n ions. M oreover, the  N a tive  
Labour (S e ttle m e n t o f D ispu tes) Act 
o f 1953 had a lrea dy  m ade it il le g q l for 
A fr ic a n  workers to go on strike.

The w h ite  w orker was cosily s u rro u n ­
ded  by a w a ll o f p ro tec tive  le g is la tio n  
But the  very fa c t th a t it was found  
necessary to pass a law  such as the 
1956 Act, shows c le a rly  how insecure 
on d  v u ln e ra b le  is the po s ition  of the 
w h ite  worker.

South A frica  is a c a p ita lis t country  
For tfie  c a p ita lis t, the  m oin concern  is 
to  g e t as la rge  a p ro fit as possib le . In 
o th e r words, the c a p ita lis t is in te res ted  
in e x p lo it in g  the  w o rke r as much as 
possib le . In p ra c tice  th is  m eans tha t 
the  c a p ita lis t pays the  w orker as sm all 
a w a ge  as possib le .
There a re  ce rta in  lim its  be low  which 
the c a p ita lis t ca n n o t depress the 
w ages of the  workers. The w orker 
must, fo r ins tance , rece ive s u ffic ie n t to 
keep h im se lf an d  his d e p e n d a n ts  a live  
Then also, the  w o rke r m ust be pa id  
e n ou gh  to  m a in ta in  a ce rta in  s ta n ­
d a rd  o f liv ing . But n e ith e r o f these c o n ­
d itio n s  a re  b in d in g  an d  ab so lu te . If 
co n d itio n s  m ake it a t a ll p ro fita b le  for 
him , the  c a p ita lis t  w ill do  his utm ost 
to depress the  w ages o f the  workers 
as low  as possib le , even be low  the 
level o f ba re  phys ica l survival. In the 
case w here  the re  is a la rg e  an d  c o n ­
s tan t supp ly o f la b o u r, fo r in s tance , 
the  c a p ita lis t shows sm all concern  fo r 
the  he a lth  o f the  w orker because he 
knows th a t the  w orker can be re p la ­
ced. This is the  case in a h igh ly  deve­
loped  and  w e a lth y  coun try  like  A m e­
rica w here a b o u t 4,000,000 peop le  are 
unem p loyed . But the  w orker is espe­
c ia lly  vu ln e ra b le  in a coun try  like 
South A frica  w here  it is il le g a l for him 
to de fend  h im se lf by strike ac tio n . The

w orker is esp ec ia lly  v u ln e ra b le  where 
his Trade U n ions  a re  n o t recogn ised 
and w here  he has no vo ice in the p o li­
t ic a l bod ies o f the  coun try . Speaking 
a b o u t the co n d itio n s  o f the  A frican  
peop le  in South A fr ic a , C om rade 
Tam bo (OLIVER T A M B O , President- 
A N C -E d )  said th a t " in  th e  u rban  
areas 4 o u t o f every 5 fa m ilie s  are 
s tarv ing . The ra te  is h ig h e r in coun try  
areas . . . The ave rag e  life  expec 
tancy of an A fr ic a n  is 3 7 -4 2  years. 
For the w h ites  i t  is 67—72 years . . ."  
(A ddress to the  In te rn a tio n a l C o n fe ­
rence on Econom ic S anctions  aga ins t 
Soutfi A frica , London, 1964).

But if it is the  a im  o f the  c a p ita lis t to 
pay the w orker such a low  w age , how ■ 
do  we then u n de rs ta nd  th e  h igh  woges

th o t are pa id  to the w h ite  workers? 
Surely the c a p ita lis t c a n n o t app rove  of 
this g re a t exp en d itu re  on w h ite  wages j 
if he cou ld  g e t the som e jo b  done  at j 
a low er wage. True, the re  a re  lows J 
which prevent the c a p ita lis t from  d is ­
p la c in g  w h ite  la b o u r by b lack labour. 
But w ou ld  it no t be n a tu ra l then to 
expect the c a p ita lis t to oppose  these 
laws so as to b ring  a b o u t a m ore pro 
f ito b le  state o f a ffa irs  fo r h im se lf?

In the be g in n in g  o f in d u s tr ia lis a tio n  
in South A frica  the re  was a rea l eco ­
nom ic m otive in pay ing  w h ite  workers 
a very h igh wage. These w h ite  workers 
were im m igran ts  who had to  be a ttra c ­
ted to South A frico  to com e to f il l the, 
need for sk illed  la bo u r in the  country. 
N e ithe r the w h ite  nor the black w o r­

kers in South A frica  had these skills. 
But by 1922 the  s itu a tio n  was beg inn  
ing  to change. By th a t tim e a b o u t four- 
f ifths  o f w h ite  m inew orkers were A fr i­
kaners. The black workers hod  also 
deve loped  c o n s id e ra b le  sk ill a lready. 
So much so th a t the  C h am b er o f M ines 
dec ided  to increase  the nu m be r of 
black w orkers a t the  expense o f the 
w h ite  w orkers The a im  o f th is move 
was to reduce costs. In the  "R a n d  Re­
b e llio n "  th a t fo llo w e d , the  w h ite  w o r­
kers stood up in de fence  o f th e ir  p o s i­
tion . Smuts c a lle d  o u t the  a rm ed m igh t 
o f the State. D u rin g  the  s trike  the ca ­
p ita lis ts  showed th a t th e ir  p ro fits  were 
m ore im p o rta n t th a n  the  w e lfa re  of 
any w orker, be he blade or w h ite . M any 
w h ite  workers were k illed . Three w h ite  
w orkers were hanged .



Today, os much as in 1922. the w h ite  
worker is a luxury th a t the  c a p ita lis t 
econom y c a n n o t a ffo rd  in de fin ite ly . 
W e should p o in t o u t here  th a t we are 
no t speaking a b o u t econom ies in ge 
ne ra l bu t of the  c a p ita lis t econom y. In 
o ther words, we a re  no t opposed  to 
workers, w h ite  or block, g e ttin g  a h igh 
wage. N e ithe r a re  we saying th a t it is 
not econom ica l to  g ive a w orker a 
h igh wage. W h a t we a re  saying is th a t 
it is a g a in s t the  na tu re  of the  c a Plta, 
lis t econom y to  g ive any w orker a h igh

wage.

From the p o in t of view of the c a p ita ­
lis t the w h ite  w orker is a luxury which

he cou ld  w e ll do  w ith ou t. But fo r the 
governm ent it is im p o rta n t th a t the 
wh ite  w orker shou ld  con tin u e  to get 
a h igh  w age so th a t the governm ent 
can be assured o f the  vote o f the w h ite  
worker. It has been es tim a ted  tha t 
"c iv il servants and  em ployees of state 
c a p ita l nu m ber a b o u t one fifth  of the 
w h ite  p o p u la tio n , c o n s titu tin g  w ith 
th e ir fam ilies  a m a jo rity  of the e le c to ­
ra te ". (B u n tin g : RISE O F THE S A  
REICH P. 287). As G. Fasulo com m e n ­
ted in "F ig h tin g  T a lk”  in 1952: "A l l the 
N ats have to  do is to keep the d e p e n ­
dan ts  o f the  state happy and  they can 
rem a in  in pow er in d e fin ite ly  . ."  And 
the go ve rn m en t has m ade no secret of 
its de pe nd ence  on the  s u p p o rt of the 
w h ite  w orker. B a lthaza r V orste r d e c la ­
red in the  H ouse of Assem bly in 1956 
th a t "W e  know  one person on ly to 
whom  we ow e on e xp la n a tio n , ond  
th a t is the  w h ite  w orker in South 
A frica , w ho has b ro u g h t the  N a tio n a ­
lis t Party to  the  p o s itio n  it occup ies 
today  an d  w ho w ill keep it in th a t p o ­
s ition  in the  fu tu re ” . (Q u o te d  in THE 
RISE O F THE S.A. REICH p. 252)

This s itu a tio n  represents a c o n tra d ic ­
tion  be tw een the  ca p ita lis ts  an d  the 
governm ent, be tw een econom ics and 
po litics . But the business w o rld  can no t 
carry its o p p o s itio n  (to  gove rnm en t po 
licy) to the  p o in t o f open  de fian ce  
w ith o u t u n d e rm in in g  its own in terests. 
O n  the o th e r hand , m any ca p ita lis ts  
fea r th a t go ve rnm en t po licy  may in the 
lopg  run lead  to to ta l ru in . The m ore 
th is  feo r approaches rea lity  the  more 
the  c a p ita lis t may be expected  to a g i­
ta te  fo r reform .

So for ru m b lin gs  have bt-er i eard 
from  the m in ing  and from  the m enu 
fa c to rin g  industry . W e shn ll con fine  
ourse!v“ s to the m a n u fa c tu r ng in d u ­
stry. 7 ir, is not so because of ode of 
ev idence o f the  desire  for ha ig e  in 
m in ing . W e are ta k in g  m a n u fa c tu r in g  
indus try  because, as Professor H ough 
ton says in his study of the '.O U T H  
AFRICAN E C O N O M V , -The im p o rt­
ance  ot m a n u fa c tu r in g  ir- the fu tu re  
econom ic de ve lopm e n t of Sout> A frica  
can no t be too g re a tly  stressed b e ­
cause a ll the in d ic a tio n s  are th o t it 
must be the corne rs tone  of fu ’ u ie  ex­
p a n s io n ."M a n u fa c tu r in g  indus try  p ro ­
v ided em p loym ent for 782.OOf workers 
in 1969 "S evera l governm ent reports  
have stressed the  im p o rtan ce  of b u ild ­
ing  up a po w erfu l and  d ive rs ifie d  
m a n u fa c tu r in g  in d u s try ”  (THF S.A. 
E C O N O M Y  p. 126).
The steps proposed by the Third In te ­
rim R epo it of the In d u s tr ia l ond  A g r i­
c u ltu ra l R equ irem ents Com m ission p ro ­
poses, am ongst o ther th in gs  th a t:

1. B e ttc r use be m ade of la bo u r, in ­
c lu d in g  the increased use o f A fricans 
in indus try  (my em phasis -  P. P.)

2. There shou ld  be m ore e q u ita b le  
d is tr ib u tio n  o f m a te ria l incom e.

S. H F 'a nke l in 1944 and  Harry 
O p p e n h e im e r in 1950 both po in ted  
ou t th a t m a n u fa c tu r in g  industry  was 
heavily d e p e n d e n t on m in ing . O p p e n ­
heim er po in te d  o u t th a t m a n u fa c tu r­
ing  indus try  w ou ld  have to increase its 
e x p o rt' to becom e an in d e p e n d e n t ond 
strong sector of the  econom y. "This is 
rea lly  o n o th e r way o f say ing ,”  said

O p p e n h e im e r " th a t  as a w ho le , in d u ­
stry in South A fr ic a  . . . m ust red u ce  
costs-”
The V iljo e n  C om m ission o f 1958 p ro ­
posed am ongst o ther th in gs  th a t:

1. The pu rchasing power o f the  p o p u ­
la tio n  be increased.

2 Em ploym ent o p p o rtu n itie s  be p ro v i­
ded fo r the  w ho le  p o p u la tio n . ,

W ith  p ro p h e tic  ins is tence  we see the 
de m an d  fo r the  rem oval o f Job Reser­
va tion . This, in fact, is w h a t is m eant 
by p ro v id in g  em p loym en t o p p o rtu n i­
ties fo r a ll an d  by m ak ing  m ore use of 
A frican s  in industry . The resu lt w ill be 
th a t the  w h ite  w o rke r w ill be th row n 
in to  the  g e n e ra l la b o u r poo l. The e f­
fects of c o m p e titio n  w ill be fe lt. The 
c a p ita lis t w ill be free  to em p loy an 
A frica n  a t a low er w age fo r a jo b  tha t



was fo rm erly  d o ne  by o w h ite  w orke i. 
The dem and th a t the  pu rchas ing  powei 
o f the  p o p u la tio n  shou ld  be increased 
m eans no th in g  else bu t tha t non 
whites should receive h igh e r wages 
But a t the  same tim e the re  is a need 
to  reduce costs and  an increase in the 
w ages o f the  non-w h ites  w ill have the 
e ffec t o f ra is in g  costs.

There fore, a t the same tim e as the 
w ages o f non w h ite  workers a re  raised 
costs o f p ro d u c tio n  w ill have to be re 
duced .

O n e  way of reduc ing  costs w ill be to 
m ake m ore in te llig e n t use of the 
la b o u r fo rce . The w orker m ust be a l lo ­
wed to de ve lop  ce rta in  skills. This 
m eans th a t m ig ra to ry  la b o u r workers 
who have a c q u ire d  ce rta in  skills must 
leave and  o th e r un sk illed  an d  u n tro i 
ned workers com e to  take  th e ir p lace  
This is obv ious ly  a w aste fu l p rac tice  
The w orker m ust be a llo w e d  to  settle 
near his p lace  o f em p loym ent. He 
m ust have be tte r liv ing  con d itions .

Costs w ill a lso be reduced  by re p la c ­
ing w h ite  workers by non-w h ites . (W e 
must stress a g a in  th a t th is  is no t the 
po licy o f the  A fr ic a n  N a tio n a l C o n ­
gress, nor o f any progressive o rg a n i­
sation. W e are here try in g  to see how 
the c a p ita lis t w ill reason. O u r own aim  
is no t to reduce the  w h ite  w orker to 
the s ta rva tion  level a t which the  A fr i­
can w orker m ust a t p resen t survive. 
O u r m ain a im  is to  raise the  A fr ic o n  
w orker to  the  level th a t the w h ite  w o r­
ker en joys a t the  p resen t m om ent.)

The needs o f the  deve lop ing  econom y 
dem and  the m easures th a t we have 
enum e ra ted  above. A nd  these changes 
th re a te n  the  p riv ile ge d  p o s itio n  o f the 
w h ite  w orker. If these changes a re  im ­
p lem ented , the  w h ite  w orker, in  com

mon w ith  the  o the r workers in South 
A frica , w ill su ffe r the  fa te  o f the  w o r­
ker in  a c a p ita lis t society.

W e m ust no t conc lude  from  th is  th a t 
we m ust m erely sit back and  w a it fo r 
the change to  take place. W h a t we 
have shown he re  is th a t te n d e n c ie s  
tow ard  ch a n g e  exists. W e have shown 
th a t these tendenc ies  are backed by 
p o w e rfu l in d u s tr ia l an d  fin a n c ia l fo r ­
ces in  South A frica . W e have shown 
th a t c o n tra d ic tio n s  exist be tw een the 
econom ic  law s th a t op e ra te  in South 
A fr ic a  a n d  th e  po licy  o f the  go ve rn ­
m ent. The g o ve rn m en t w ill try (is try ­
in g ) to  suppress these con tra d ic tions  
It m ay even be successful for a time. 
But the  go ve rn m e n t c a n n o t rem ove 
these c o n tra d ic tio n s . The c o n tra d ic ­
tions  w ill on ly  g row  sharper. j

W e a re  no t g o in g  to assum e the 
m an tle  o f the p ro p h e t an d  try to  p re ­
d ic t exactly  w h a t pa th  the  w h ite  w o r­
ker w ill fo llow . i

A t best we con in d ica te  the possib le  I 
pa ths an d  in d ica te  how we m igh t in- I 
flue nce  the de ve lopm e n t in the  th in k ­
in g  o f the  w h ite  worker.
As the  a ttacks on his s tan da rd  o f liv ing , 
on his soc ia l po s ition  an d  on his m ate ­
r ia l po s ition  as a w ho le  becom e more 
rea l an d  e ffec tive , the  w h ite  worker 
w ill be fo rced  to  a d o p t a ce rto in  
course o f ac tio n  to save h im se lf from  i



com p le te  ruin- In our op in io n  there 
a re  tw o  possib le  courses of ac tio n  
open  to him. The firs t is a d r ift  in to  a 
m ore rea c tion a ry  pos ition . The p r iv ile ­
ged po s ition  of the w h ite  w orker is 
com p le te ly  bound up w ith  the fu tu re  
o f the  N a tio n a lis t Party. The attacks 
on his po s ition  w ill, the re fo re , com e in 
the form  of attacks on the N a tio n a lis t 
Party. The attacks on the N a tio n a lis t 
Party a re  no t d e lib e ra te ly  d irec ted  
a g a in s t the w h ite  w orker as such. To 
the  w h ite  worker, however, it w ill seem 
as if he is the  o b je c t o f the attack. The 
g o ve rnm en t is fu lly  aw are  o f th is . It 
encou rages  the  w h ite  w orker in his 
fe a r o f "s w a rt g e v a a r"  (''B lack D a n ­
g e r)" . A nd as the  crisis becom es more 
in tense , the p ro p a g a n d a  o f the N a tio ­
na lis ts  w ill co rre sp o n d in g ly  increase. 
The 'la a g e r ' w ill be d row n  tigh te r.

The success of the N a tio n a lis t Party 
p ro p a g a n d a  w ill depe nd  on the  extent 
to  which the w h ite  w orker can be co n ­
v inced th a t the  reg im e is in v inc ib le . 
N a tio n a lis t Party p ro p a g a n d a  w ill be 
successful if the  w h ite  w orker can be 
conv inced  th a t the  gove rnm en t w ill be 
o b le  to overcom e the  crisis. If the  
w h ite  w o rke r can be conv inced  th a t 
th e  go ve rnm en t is in v in c ib le , the  w h ite  
w o rke r w ill be p re p a re d  to m ake sa­
crifices . In any case, the  w h ite  w orker 
w ill reason, the  sacrifices w ill be on ly 
tem porary .

The N a tio n a lis t Party starts o f f  a t an 
a d va n ta g e . Their p ro p a g a n d a  w ill not 
be fa ll in g  on v irg in  ears. The A fr ik a n e r 
is s teeped in  ra c ia lis t ideo logy. H e is 
steeped in the  id e a  o f the  "G o d - 
g iv e n ”  task o f the  A fr ik a n e r to  ru le  the 
coun try . The Church, the  school and  
every o ther in flu e n c e  to  which he has 
been sub jec ted  has conv inced  the 
A fr ik a n e r o f his H o ly M iss ion in South 
A frica . The w h ite  w orker, espec ia lly  
the  A fr ika n e r, w ill the re fo re , sup po rt 
the  N a tio n a lis t Party. He w ill sup po rt 
it  n o t on ly  because  the  N a tio n a lis t 
Party prom ises to rescue him  from  the 
crisis b u t a lso  because he is f ille d  
w ith  ha tred  fo r the blade man. He w ill 
be a good  ta rg e t fo r  N a tio n a lis t p ro ­
pa ga nd a - The N a tio n a lis ts  w ill try to 
conv ince  him  th a t it is the black man 
w ho has caused him  to la nd  in such 
a c r it ic a l s itua tion . There w ill be the  
o ld  scare-story o f the  "s w a rt g e va a r". 
If th is  p ro p a g a n d a  succeeds the  a tte n ­
tio n  o f the w h ite  w orker w ill be tu rned  
from  the rea l cause o f his misery. H is 
an g e r w ill be tu rn e d  a g a in s t the black 
m an. This w ill be a m asterstroke fo r 
the  governm ent. W e m ust rem em ber 
th a t it  is the po licy  o f the  N a tio n a lis t 
Party th a t has b ro u g h t a b o u t the 
cris is in  South A frica . The N a tio n a lis t 
Party is, the re fo re , respons ib le  fo r the

c rit ic a l s itu a tio n  in which the w h ite  
w orker w ill f in d  h im self. If the w h ite  
w orker co u ld  unde rs tand  th is  he 
w ou ld  d ire c t his an g e r a g a in s t the 
governm ent. But the  N a tio n a lis t Party, 
w ith  its p ro p a g a n d a  o f the "s w a rt g e ­
v a a r"  an d  the  C h ris tian  m ission of the 
A frikan e r, is tu rn in g  the a tte n tio n  of 
the  w h ite  w orker aw ay from  the rea l 
cause o f his troub les . But not only 
this. A t the  sam e tim e  the N a tion a lis ts  
a re  succeed ing  in  tu rn in g  the ange r 
o f the w h ite  w o rke r a g a in s t the  p ro ­
gressive forces.

E X C L U S IV E L Y  R E M O T E

H isto ry has m any exam ples w here the 
ru lin g  classes used th is  trick. H itle r 
pe rfec ted  the  a r t w hen he tu rn e d  the 
an ge r a n d  fru s tra tio n  o f the  G erm an 
pe op le  a g a in s t the  Jews. The w ho le  of 
G erm an  h is to ry  d u r in g  the  re ign  of the 
Fuhrer is very in s tru c tive  from  the rea l 
cause o f th e ir  d is c o n te n t an d  used fo r 
the  m ost re a c tio n a ry  purposes.

W e see, the re fo re , th a t a lth o u g h  the 
w o rsen ing  in the  co n d itio n  of the 
w h ite  w o rke r w ill lay th e  b asis  fo r a  
ch a n g e  in  h is o u tlo o k  it can a lso be 
used to  m ake him  an even m ore fa n a ­
tic  su p p o rte r o f the  N a tio n a lis t reg im e. 
This shou ld  serve as a w a rn in g  to 
those w ho se e  life  as a s im ple process 
o f cause a n d  e ffec t.

The re v o lu tio n a ry  in th<s s itu a tio n  has 
a tw o fo ld  task. H e m ust p reven t the  
w h ite  w o rke r from  th ro w in g  in his lo t 
w ith  th e  V ors te r reg im e. He m ust 
a lso try  to  conv ince  as m any w h ite  
w orkers as po ss ib le  th a t they shou ld  
side w ith  th e  revo lu tion .

These a re  very d if f ic u lt  tasks. In fac t 
they a re  so d if f ic u lt  th a t m ost South 
A frican s  w o u ld  n o t even bo the r to  try. 
It the  f irs t p lace , the  A fr ik a n e r w orker 
is g o in g  to  prove a very u n w illin g  
lis te ne r to  ou r p ro p a g a n d a . A nd  even 
then, as w e have a lre a d y  exp la ine d , 
a m a n ’s o u tlo o k  does no t change over­
n igh t.

The w h ite  w o rke r is so exclusive ly re ­
m ote th a t it  Is very d if f ic u lt  to  reach 
him . Even a p a r t  from  m ere re v o lu tio ­
nary p ro p a g a n d a , the  m a jo rity  o f the 
w h ite  w orkers do  no t even read the 
English press. In o th e r words, the 
w h ite  w o rke r is con s tan tly  a t the 
mercy o f N a tio n a lis t p ro p a g a n d a  th a t 
reaches him  th ro u g h  the pages o f the 
A frika a n s  press. T rade U n ions  are ra ­
c ia lly  d iv ide d , the re  o re  G ro u p  Areas. 
A bove a ll th e re  is the  thick layer of 
rac ia lism  th a t o n ly  th ickens over the 
yeors.

Furtherm ore, the  a r po ren ia ' * of
the  revo lu tion  ontuy< sr hr - h ite
worker. The re vo lu tion  is -<jrse,
de m o cra tic  and  aimo«' at "10‘ • * c ia l
society. But by the ->oU, of Vouth
A fr ic a n  society it tak»» t» » of a
s tru g g le  be tw een b lt» *  a i The
w h ite  w orker c a n n o t e te •o be
b u b b lin g  over w itf f sic to
lis ten  to pe op le  wht jp : him
to be in te n t on des t' yin * **o re
over, revo lu tion  does o t • i e in
a la b o ra to ry  w ith  s met tc •vatch
over it  in cose som e'- m< •es » 'o n g
R evo lu tion  is m ade bv p *« pe o p le
with fee lin gs, with hotr»4  
ness a n d  a  long memory

>nd to tte r-

N O T O R IO U S L Y  

R E A C T IO N A R Y

There a re  s im ila ritie s  be tw een the 
w h ite  w orkers and  the w orkers in an 
im p e r ia lis t country . The w orkers  in 
such a coun try  too  ge t some sm all 
p o rtio n  o f the  bene fits  of th<“ e ip lo ita -  
tio n  o f the c o lo n ia l country i> not 
su rp ris in g , the re fo re , to  f in d  f^ a t  w o rk ­
ing  class leaders in such co i ■ tr ie *  are 
no to rio us ly  rea c tion a ry  os fn  as the ir 
a tt itu d e  to the  co lony is jn rm n e d . 
B ut it is, neverthe less, the • uty •>♦ the 
progressive  workers in th»- ronks to  
exp la in  to  them  th a t t*>ey -houl< l asso­
c ia te  them selves w ith  th r  s trugg le  of 
the  c£>lonially e x p lo ite d  i« -op i»  They 
m ust be shown th a t o lo n ia l
pe op le  an d  them selves ho *e  tHe same 
enem y. W o rk in g  class so lid a rity  m ust 
be fo rge d , across the waves os it  
were, be tw een the  w o ikers  o f the 
e x p lo it in g  an d  those o f the e xp lo ited  
country.

B ut a lth o u g h  the re  are s im ila ritie s , we 
m ust be a r in m ind th a t ther*- a re  fa c ­
tors which m ake the  task of the South 
A fr ic a n  re vo lu tio n a ry  in fin ite ly  m ore 
d iff ic u lt .  O u ts ta n d in g  am ongst these 
d iff ic u lt ie s  a re  rac ia lism  an d  the  fea r 
o f the  b la d t m an th a t has so con sc ie n ­
tious ly  been in s tille d  in to  the m inds o f 
the  w h ite  workers.

O n  the  w ho le  the p rospec t looks grim . 
But we m ust no t de spa ir en tire ly . Pro­
p a g a n d a  m ust be cons is ten tly  d ire c ­
ted a t the  w h ite  workers. The na tu re  of 
the  re vo lu tion  m ust be exp la in e d  to 
them . It m ust be m ade c lea r th o t ours 
is no t a ra c io l s trugg le . It m ust be 
m ade c le a r th a t the re  is a p lace  fo r 
a ll in  a d e m ocra tic  society such as tha t 
fo r which we are s tru g g lin g . A bove a ll. 
th e ir rea l s itu a tio n  an d  th e ir rea l fu ­
tu re  m ust be exp la in e d  to them  It must



be m ode c leo r th a t the p riv ile ge d  and 
a rt if ic ia l pos ition  th a t they en joy at 
the m om ent w ill no t last for ever

But our m ain w eapon is our s trength. 
We w ill not beg the w h ite  worker. W e 
w ill not p lea d  w ith  the w h ite  worker. 
W e w ill not m ake any concessions to 
the w h ite  w orker. W e sha ll be speak­
ing from  a p o s itio n  o f s treng th . W e 
must m ake it c le a r th a t we w ill w in : 
We m ust make it c le a i th a t the g o ve rn ­
m ent w ill c rum b le  be fo re  our m ighty 
o n s la u g h t There must be no d o u b t in 
the m ind of the w h ite  w orker a b o u t the 
ou tcom e of the revo lu tion  H e must 
rea lise  th a t we ho ld  a ll the  cards. The 
fu tu re  is ours He has a p lace  in tha t 
fu tu re .

C o ld ly , s c ie n tifica lly  and  con fide n tly  
we m ust show him th a t the  reg im e w ill 
c rum b le  W e m ust e xp la in  to him  the 
trends th a t are a t work in South A frica . 
He m ust be q u ite  c lea r in his m ind tha t 
the presen t state of a ffa irs  w ill not last 
It c a n n o t last He m ust be m ade aw are 

\
of the fa c t th a t Vorster ond  his bond  
of ly ing  m adm en con prom ise him 
no th in g  b u t ru in  an d  doom

There is hope for the  w h ite  worker 
Much w ill depe nd  on us But in the 
f in a l ana lys is , the  choice w ill be the irs.
We can do w h o t is req u ire d  of us W e 
can do no more. The freedom  of our 
coun try  is a t stoke.


