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53 | " al wans KMI' Fractures

Wth Advent O Denopcracy

By Philip Bowing

Special to The Daily Yom uri

TAI PEI - Tai wan has | ong been a re-

buke to mainland China. In Inperia

days it was a New Worl d of opportuni-

ty for the poor and oppressed of Fujian
Provi nce. Under Japanese rule it was a
nodel of good order, education and
public works. Since 1949 under the

Kuom ntang (KMI) it has been the ex-
enpl ar of industrial devel opnent. And
now it is acconplishing a transition to
an open society with plural politics.
Dec. 18 will see the first ever free
and fully representative election to the
i sl ands Legi sl ative Yuan, or |awnrak-

i ng body, with 351 candi dates conpet -
ing for 124 constituency seats. Another
30 will appointed by the parties accord-
ing to the percentage of total votes

gai ned by each party. The KMI, which
controls all the organs of government,
is sure to win. But npst observers ex-
pect the |eading opposition, the
Denocratic Progressive Party (DPP) to
pi ck up 30 percent of the vote. How
nmany seats that would give themis not
clear due to the nature of the voting
system

Despite KMI dom nance, the el ec-

tions may lead to |l ess stable politics.
The advent of denocracy has forced the
KMI to denocratize itself so that the
once monolithic party is fracturing into
factions of personality, policies and ac-
cess to the spoils of power. The factions
are not as fornalized as those in
Japani s Liberal Denocratic Party but

may beconme so

Meanwhi |l e, the DPP, |ed by once-ex-

iled | awer Hsu Hsin-liang needs to
evolve froman era of heroic battling of
KMI oppression to a party eventual ly
capabl e of governnent. It is conscious
of the need to avoid bei ng condemed

by ideol ogy or single issue politics to
per petual opposition |ike Japan,s
Soci al i sts.

Wil e the KMI has noved to attract

Tai wanese votes, the DPP has al so
shifted to the center. It responded to
public anxiety about its shrill cam
pai gn for independence by toning down
its rhetoric and enphasi zing nore
nmundane issues. Last year the DPP got
only 25 percent of the vote in elections
for the National Assenbly.

The poor performance was attri but-

ed to pragmatic fears that such out-

ri ght secession would lead to the inva-
sion that Beijing has long threatened if
Tai wan cl ai ns i ndependence. Now t he

sl ogan is One China One Taiwan whi ch
effectively means the same but |ess
starkly.

Now that the legislature is fully

el ected, rather than stuffed partly with
anci ent KMT representative of nain-



| and provinces, the opposition no

l onger finds it necessary to take its pol -
itics to the streets or disrupt the |egis-
lature with boycotts and fist fights.
Public rallies remain inportant fr

both parties. The rhetoric can be ear’ 4

, 9

|y and passi onate. But where once

there were riots and broken heads

there are now only speeches.

Wth independence on the back

burner, the main opposition issues now
are wel fare, the environnment and non-
ey politics. The DPP is not socialist,
but it wants nore wel fare spending

and is suspicious of the power of big
busi ness. One issue is the financia
mani pul at ors who took the stock ex-
change index from 1,000 to 12,000 and
al nost back to 3,000 in a few years.
Ironically, the biggest nanipul ator of
all, currently appealing a jail sentence,
i s an i ndependent candidate as well as
havi ng some KMI' candidates in his
pocket .

Vote buying is also an issue. It is a
social as well as political problem and
in this election may be nore inportant
than ever before. Numerous big busi-
nessmen are standing, mainly for the
KMI and in key electorates the price of
votes is high. But it remains hard to es-
timate how far noney affects voting be-
havi or. Many take the noney and vote
the other way. In rural areas it is nore
a quasi -feudal phenonenon.

Money politics puts the poor DPP at

a di sadvantage. So too does the voting
system Constituencies have different
nunbers of menbers according to their
popul ati on. The | argest, Taipei County,
has 16 seats being fought over by 49
candi dat es. But each voter has only

one vote. This puts a prem umon party
organi zing their faithful to distribute
votes in the nost effective way anong
their various candi dates. The KM is
still a well oiled machine. The DPP is
an organi zati onal shanbl es.

However, this inbuilt advantage for

the KMI is being diluted by the fact
that several pronmi nent KMI figures

who failed to get party endorsenent

are standi ng away. These include for-
mer Finance M nister Want Chien-

shen and fornmer Environmenta

Affairs overlord Jaw Shau- kong, both
respected for being clean and conpe-
tent. They are likely to edge out officia
candi dat es and reduce the KMI score

for the proportional list. DPP unity is
al so marred by unofficial candidates.
Beijing regards the el ectoral exercise
wi th deep suspicion, pronpting the

twin evils of denbcracy and sepa-

rati sm The contrast between Taiwan’s
el ection and Beijings hostility to the
nodest reforms proposed for Hong

Kong is stark. Making matters worse is
Tai wan’s renewed access to nodern



arns. Beijing had been confident it

was gradual ly enticing Taiwan toward
reuni fication through cross-strait trade
and donestic economc reform

Suddenly it finds that Taiwanis ability
to maintain de facto i ndependence has
been enhanced by meddling by the old
western and Japanese inperialists

with their | ethal new conbination of
arns and support for denocracy.
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