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0TTO: JUSTICE TO FOE AND FRIEHD
TOKA HOM SERA LE HCTSOALLF

STATEIENT ON CURPENT JEVELOPAENTS Il LESOTHN
Issued by the National Executive Committee of the 8.C.P.

2aborone - 2nd Jdanuary 1780,

The MNational Executlvu POﬂ ittee of the Rasuteland Congress Party
after a careful rev1ew_of the current develonments in Lesotho, has
deemed it fit to sound an alarm to the 2asotho People of all
political persuasiors on these developments. Thﬂse_dpve1onménts
should be viewed not as a continuation of domestic nolitical
rivalry, hut as 2 new offensive against Lesctho's sovereianty and
therefore threatan1ng to the very existence of the Pasothc 3sS a
nation and to Lesotho itself as an independent state and further
constitute a most serious threat to internatienal peace. '

The National EXﬂcutive o? the B.C.P, apoaa1s to the Rasotho Peorle
to look at all these dcvn1onmnnts aqa1nst the wholn Fac<1roun1 of
3asotho Mational strugole and resistence acainst colonialism and
all kinds of subjugation, and indeed against extermination itself
by colonial forces in the last century. It is anly when thes2
current developnents are viewed against such a backgrcunﬂ that they
can be seen initheir'right perspective.

In 1843 Lasotho under the leadershin of ‘oshoeshoe I entered into .
a treaty of alliance with Britain through Britain's Governor in

the Cape Colony, Sir George Hapier, which was to he called The
Hapier Treaty of 1843,

This marked the beginning of a long and unfolding struagle of wits -
which on occasions took tha BPasotho Pz2ople to wars which were the

direct result of the 1848 declaration of the Orange Piver Sovereignty, .

which in effect 2nded Lesotho's existence as a state, and atrbqated~
the 1843 treaty of alliance. Thereafter the Basotko had to rasist
the creation of a state run by Boers within their territorv - a
state created by 8Britain but run by tha Boeks. if'isuéfjhificant |
to note that in the ensuing wars between the BaSthb‘PEOP]E and the
Boers, Britain clained neutrality, vet the facts of historv are that




Britain was providina arms and ammunition to tha Qoers while
refusing to sell same to the Basothe. These wars finally ended
with Lesotho reduced to its »nresent mini size.

The Basotho Peonle again successfully resisted heing taken over

when in 1871 Lesotho was being annexed to the Care Colony by an

act of the Cape Parliament in which the Rasothio were not renresented.
Resistence took the forn of resistence and finally vwar.

In 1510 when the nion of South ~frica was forned frticle 151 of

the Act of Union provided that Lesotho, Botswara and Swaziland,

all three then 3ritish "Protectorates”" could join the lnion at the
"request" of their people. ' '

It is a historical fact that successive South African Prine.
4inisters made representations to the British “overnnent that these
countries be incorporated into South Africa, the last such a

representation being in 1952,

dhen in 1952 the Basutoland Congress Party was formad it hecane
‘one of its ains and objects that it would fight the incerporation
of Lesotho into South Africa. | '

During the strugqle for National Indenendence the Rasutoland -
Congress Party together with other patriotic forces in the country
spearheaded tre national strujagle against Sir Henrv ‘igore's Report
which would have seriously undernined the entire struagjle for
libteration and prepared Lesotho for incornoraticn.

In 1963 when Lesotho's proaress towards independence Lecame
inevitable, Dr. Verwoerd, the then South African Prime ‘linister,
issued a document which was a message or an appeal to the People
of Lesotho, 3otswana and Swaziland. He was offering to quide these
“three countries towards indenendence when in fact hes meant to make
Bantustans of them. Thanks to the patriotic forces in these three

countries, this offer was rejected.

The role South Africa plaved in Lasotho ever since is well recordad

2

in the country's history:-




1. The general attitude QF South Africa towards the 3,.C.P,
menbers and the Lsadershin since 1932 which bacame
characterized by their deportations and bannings fron
South Africa; | ‘

2. The rola South Africa played in the 1265 General Flections;

3. The rol2 South Africa plaved in the 1970 seizure of power
by Chiaf Jonathan. ' |

Lesotho had becone a neo-colony of Sonth Africa froa 19€6 when it
hecame independent up till 1973 whken after stonping to pay %he
whole bill of running Lesotho's Police obile Hnit, and the
awakening of those in Government in Lesotho to the shamneful truth
that Lesotho still had to be;independeht, the nrocess of a reversal
of the situation began. | '

We give this tackground to once again alert tre Pagnple of Lesotho
to the need to remain vigi1ent against all forms of encroachment
on their hard-won independerce and sbvereignty, however subtle  _
such encroachments can te.

Throughout this glorious path of stfﬂgg]e, a struggle in which;the
highest sacrificas haye'been paid by generations of oqr_Pedple;“a
struggle in which all genefations have particinated since the
founding of Lesothe in the last'century, and in which the present
generation has a challenge also to fulfil its role with honour,
the enemy force has alwayvs sinaled out sone traitors, and ras
always been very shrewd in doinj so. Our history bristles with
such examples of auislings. On the stage at the monent the
quisling, the traitor is MNtsu ﬂokhéh1e, the forner leader of the
B.C.P. who was stripped of Party membership by this Executive
Committee in Decenber 197€, an? now‘known tv. the entire progressive
mnankind to be a traitor of the lowest order, and who has himse1f'

confessed.

The People of Lesotho have thus charted this traditional course
of strenuously resisting any attempt or hint at incorporating.
their ‘territory into South Africa or bheing tainted with the
apartheid stigma. When the B.C.P. was founded the*forner stone
of its policy was resistence to this incorooration and apartheid5

thus faithfully endorsing and adopting the course already followed




by the Nation.

ir Ntsu ”okhpnl has now drasticallyv jev1at#d from this cnrrect

line and enbracad thL apartheid consorts. In a nutchell, we nuote

conclusive, irrefutable evidence to prove our charqes: ‘

1. On the 23rd February 1977 ha wrote fron Lusaka to one “lorena
rahopola in Gaaorone solemnly asking him, 1nter alia, to ann9a1

to what he ca]]ed M"3rd Party" as ‘o11ows
“Please_ nan, do not spare any ﬁonnnt in reporting any

dev910pnehts to the 3rd. Partgﬁ and when they have a
chance they should assist us in frustratihg these
criminals". (Our own translation.) e 13,
(Notes: 1st Party - Ntsu Yokhehle
- 2nd Party -'”ornné “ahonola |
3rd Party - the Scuth African Cureau of State
' ‘Security -(Boss) .. = =
"These critinals" - the B.C.F. Executive foamitteec). .
In this jetter: Ir Mokhphln also instructs ﬁdreha'%ahOpola and. -
his colleagues to orqan1ze th@ People to te host11e to what he

calls "these. cr1ﬂ1nals . _ g
2.. On the:17th. Octoter 19 77 ‘the p‘PS“ deTeqat1nn interviewed SER

Ar Ntsu--iokhehle w1th sone’ of his fo11owers 1n aaforone, and
at that interview Er ‘okhenle adnitted go1nq to South Africa
to John Vorsterlaauarc thouqh he said 1t was 4ec1s1nn of NEU"..
See report of AAPSO attached hereno._),. ‘ :
3. 51D 1L LInERIArY Letter B/3 dated 12/1/1°% 78 MPSO announcad 1ts
sclean decision touderecogn1ze 4r Htsu_doPhﬂhlp This dec1sxon__,.
was based on. the evidence acquired on the_]?tﬂ Cctober 1977 and .
in an earlier infefview when fr, *okheh]e:wés qiven audience by
the AAPSO Secretariat in Cairo. (The 1ptt9r rnferrod to hare 15,.;
attached,) ‘ | ; '.
a In Apﬁil 1975 :ir Htsu “okhehle met wenbers of 80SS at his '
friend's hone in te]eb1 Pikwe. On.the 2oth 'av 1375 he hoarded
~a plane fron Lusaka to Jan Smuts uhprn he was j0ing to neat top

officials of BDS This meeting was a secuel to the Aoril.
neeting at. Se]eb1-P1kwe The REPURLIC ﬂf SCHTH AFPICA - n?nlqu/

~'DEPARTURE FOR/ B- I 5 testifies-to this ev1dence -t'He-used -the

Lesotho passport Yo, N.0247 . . f
5. Sabsequently many people have seen ‘Ir fokhehle shifttTingy between




aborone and Pretoria or Johanneshura.

C. According to the radio and press raports there are hundreds of
Basotho refuaeas around Sethleham in the'&epuhlic of Soath
Africa following disturbances in the Putha-Ruthe Nistrict in
Lesotho. Th2 whole attitude of South African authorities and
of the mass madia shows total support for 'r ‘okhehle, and
while formerly Basothe refuiees have fled to destinations
beyond South Africa or unofficially sCatter9d throughout South
Ffrica, the present refugees are reportéd to have decided to
settle permanently in South Africa where they have significantly
been placed tunder the administration of tiie Department of
Cosoperation and Nevelopment - fornerly called Bantu Administra-
tion and Develonment which nurses 3antustans. It is significant
that these refugees have not been p?acéd-under the adainisiration
of the Department cf Interior like the Portugquese refugees from
lozambique and Angola. /711 this orchestrated manoeuvre is
clearly done with ir Htsu ‘iokhehle's collusion and understanding.

The National Executive Committee of the BCP issued a statement on
developments in Lasotho in June this vear, clearlyv naking the Party's
position known. These developments have now assumed new and critical
dimensions, and we are alarmed at renorts that there i< onen collusion
between Mr “okhehle and the Covernment of the Fepublic of South Africa.
The Pepublic of South Africa is known to have trained some Zambian
nationals and then infiltrated them back inte 7Zanhkia to destabilize
that country. It is also reportad to be assisting dissident elaments
in iozambique, who are on a sinilar camraign in that countrv, and it
1s known to be harbouring so-called rafugees from Angnla, who are
being trained and sent hack into Angola to destabilize that country.

In the light of the foregoing, it becem2s very clear that the
collusion of r ‘iokhehle with Scuth 2Africa falls souarelv into
pattern,

This is the most serious threat to Lesotho’'s existence, and wa wish
to draw this to the attention of all the neorle of lesotho and %o
the international conmunity, that this should not only he viewed




as an immediate threat to Lesotho Eut te international peace and

security.
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