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Gaborone - 2nd January 1180.

The Nationa] Executive hommittee of the Basufnland Congress Party

after a carefu1 review bf the current deve1opments in Lesotho, has

deemed it fit to sound an a1arm to the Easotho Peop1e of 311

po11tica1 persuas1ons on these deve1opments. These deve1opments

Shou1d be viewed not as a cont1nuation of domestic po11tica1

r1va1ry, but as a new Offensive against Lesotlo s sovereiqnty and

therefore threaten1ng to t‘1e very existence of the Basotho as a‘

nation and to Lesotho 1tse.1f as an 1n1ependent state and further~v

constjtute a most ser1ous threat to internationa1 peace. '

The Nat1ona1 Executive of the P .C .P -appea1s tp_the Rasotho Peoe1e

to 100k at a11 these deye1opments aga1hst the Who1e bécqucund of

Basotho hationa1 strugg1e and resistance against co1onia1ism and

a11 kinds of subjugation, and indeed against extermination 1tse1f

by co1on1a1 forces in the 1ast century. - t is nn1y when these

current deve1opnents are viewed against such a backgreund that they

can be seen 1n‘the1r'r1ght perspective.

In 1843 Lesotho under the 1eadership of fioshoeshoe I entered into

a treaty of a111ance with Sritain through Brita1n's GoVernor 1n

the Cape Co1ony, Sir George Hap1er, which was to he ca11ed The

Hapier Treaty of 1841.

This marked the beginning of a 1on9 and unf01difig strunq1e of-wits-

which on occasions took the'Basctho Peop1e to wars which were the

 

direct result of the 1868 dec1arat1on of the Grange River-Snvereignty,‘s

which in effect ended Lesotho's existence as a state; and atreqated

the 1843_treaty of a111ance. Thereafter the Basotho had to‘resist,

the creat1on 6f 5 state Pun by fioers.w1th1n their territory - a

state created by Britain but run by the Boers. it is s1jfi1f1cant _

to note that in the ensuing wars between the Basothe'Peop1e and the.

Boers, Britain c1a1med neutra11ty, yet the facts of historv are that



 

 

Britain was providing arms and ammunition to the floors whi1e

refusing to se11 same to the Basotho. These wars fina11y ended

with Lesotho reduced to its present mini size.

The Basotho People again Successfu11y-resisteh being taken over

when in 1871 Lesotho was being anneked to the Cape Co1ony by an

act of the Cape Par1iahent in which the Rasotho were not represented.

Resistance took the fern of resistance and fina11y war.

In 1910 when the Jhion of South Pfrica-was forhed Artic1e 151 of

the Act of Union provided that Lesotho,'Botswana and Swazi1and,

a11 three then British "Protectorates", cou1d join the Union at the

"request" of their peop1e. '

It is a historica1 fact that successive South African Prine,

Ministers made representations to the British fiovernment that these

countries be incorporated into South Africa, the 1ast such a

representation being in 1984.

when in 1952 the BasutoTand Congress Party was fanned it becahe

'one of its aims and objects that it wou1d'fight.the incorporation

of Lesotho into South Africa.

During the strugg1e for Nationa1 Independence the Basuto1and~-

Congress Party together with other patriotic forces in the-country

spearheaded tre nationa1 strugq1e against Sir Henry ioore's Report

which wou1d have serious1y undermined the entire strqu1e fnr

1iheration and prepared Lesotho for incorporation.

In 1963 when Lesotho's progress towards independence became

inevitab1e, Dr. Verwoerd; the then South African Prine.iinister,

issued a document which was a message or an appea1 to the Peop1e

of Lesotho, Botswana and $Nazi1and.“He was offerinn to guide these

ithree countries towards independence when in fact he meant to make

'Bantustans of them. Thanks to the patriotic forces in these three

countries, this offer was rejected.

The role'South'Affica p1ayed in Lesotho ever-since is we11-recorded

in the country's history:- - ,- V: . {._  



 

 

T. The general attitude of South Africa towards the 2.9.P.

members and the Leadership since 1G6? whith became"

characterized by their.deportations and bannings frow

South Africa; _ ‘

2. The roie South Africa playei in the 1965 Geneha! Eiections;

3. The r019 South Africa played in the 1970 seizure of power

by Chief Jonathan. I

Lesotho had becone a neo-coiony of South Africa froa 1965 when it

became independent up till 1973 when afteh stopping to pay the

whoTe bill of running Lesotho's Police éobile Hnit,.and the

awakening of those in Government in Lesotho to the shameful truth

that Lesotho stiTT had to be independeht, the process of a reversal

of the situation began.

We give this background to once again aiert the PeopTe of Lesotho

to the need to remain vigiient against a1] forms of encroachment

on their hard-won independence and sovereignty, however subtle eh

such encroachments can be.

Throughout this giorious path of Straggle, a Struggle in which the

highest sacrifices have been paid by generations of oqr,PeopTeg a

struggie in which a11 genehations have participated since the

founding of Lesotho in the last century, and in which the present

generation has a chalTenge also to fuifil its role with honour,

the enemy force has aTways singled out sOne traitors; and has

aTways been very shrewd in doinj so. Our history bristies with

such eXampTes of ouislings. On the stage at the moment the

quisling, the traitor is Ntsu Eokhehie, the former Teader of the

B.C.P. who was stripped of Party membership by this Executive

Committee in December 1975, anfl now known by.the entire progressive

mankind to be a traitor of the lowest order, and who has hinseifi

conféSsed. , I '

The PeopTe of Lesotho have thus charted this traditionaJ-course

of strenuously resisting any attempt or hint at ihcorooratinj-

their'teWhttory into South Africa or being tainted with the

apartheid stigma. When the B.C.P. was founded the eorner stone

of its poTicy was resistance to this incorporation and apartheid,

thUs faithfuily endorsing and adopting the course already foilowed
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by the Nat1on.

1r Ntsu ”okheu1e hasI now drastica-11y deviated from th1s correct I

11ne and embraced the apartheid consorts. IIn a nutshe11, we nupte,

conc1us1ve, irrefutabIe evidence to prove ovr charges: ..

1. 0n the 23rd February 1977 he wrote from Lusaka to one Aoreha

a'ahopc1a 1n Gaborohe’Iso1Demn1y asking him, inter a11a, to appea1

to what he ca11ed "3rd Party" as fo110ws

"P1easenan, do hot Spare any mo:1ent 1n report1ng any

deve1opnents to the 3rd Party, and when they have a

chance they shou1d assist us in frustrating these

crimina1s". (Our own transIation.) I I

(Notes: »1st Party - Ntsu fiokheh1e

- 2nd Party -I”Iorena Mahopo1a _

3rd Party - the South Afr-ican Bureau of State

Secur1ty (Boss) . .

"These cr1n1na1s" - the B.C.F. Execut11e Conm1ttee)+

In this 1etter 1r MokIheh1e aIso instructs 1drenaIWahopo1a and

his c011eagues to orqahiIze the Peop1e to be host11e to what he

ca11s "thesecrimina1s" 'I . I

2. 0n_ the 17th Octoter 1977 the- AAPSO deTegat1on intervieWed

mr Ntsu .okheh1e w1-thI sone of his f011owers in Gaborone, and

at that-1nterv1ew fr okhen1e'adm1tted goinq tb Sbuth Afr1caI:

to John VorsterIaouarc though he sa1dit was IHec1sion of "EC".

(SeIe report of AAIPSO attached Pereto. L I .

3. In its CircuIar LeItter 8/3 Jated 12/1/1978 AAPSQ announced its

scIenn decis1on to_dérecOgn1ze 1r Htsu oPhh1e. This decision I .

was based on the e11dnnce acquired.oh the 17th PctOher 1977 andIII

.1n an ear11er intefview when'fir. flokheh1eIwes given audience by .

the AAPSO Secretariat 1n'Ca1ro. (The Ietteh referred to here 157.;

attached.) I I I II

In Ap611 1975 rfer Ntsu okheh1e met members of 3055 at his.

fr1end' s hone in Se1eb1-P1kw6.fin theI 25th 'ay 1975 he boarded

a p1ane from Lusaka to Jan Smuts_ uhere he was going to neet to_p

off1c1a1$ qf BOSIS.Th1s fleet1ng «as a secueI to the Anrifl

heating at ISe1eb1’I-P1kwe. The ?EP'TRLIC QF SCUITIHIIAAFRI‘CA’A-RBIVAL/I

DEPAATTURE_ FOIR1 B— I 55 test1f199 to this evidence. FHe~usedIthe

Lesotho passport No. A.0247 _I, I'” II ,1,.H

5. S1bsequeht1y many peop1e have seen fir 1okheh1e"sh#fit11hq betwgfin
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Gaborone and Pretoria or Johannesburq.

5- According to the radio and press reports there are hundrejs of

Basotho refugees around Bethiehem in the Republic of South

Africa following disturbanees in the Rutha-Buthe District in

Lesotho. The whole attitude of South African authorities and

of the mass fledia shows total support for hr ”okhehie, ani

while formeriy Basotho refugees have fied to destinations

beyond South Africa or unofficially scattered throughout South

Africa, the present refigees are reported to have decided to

settle permanentiy in South Africa where they have significantly

been placed under the administration of the Department of

Coaoperation and fieveiopment - Forneriy caiied Bentu Administra-

tion and Development which nurses Bantustans. It is significant

that these refugees have not been pieced under the administration

of the Department of Ihterior iike the Portuguese refugees from

lozambique and Angola. #1] this orchestrated manoeuvre is

clearly done with fir Ntsu fiokhehle's coiiusion and understanding.

The National Executive Committee of the RCP issued a statehent on

deveiopments in Lesotho in June this year, cieariy taking the Party's

position known. These deveiopments have now assumed new ani criticai

dimensions, and we are alarmed at reports that there is oven coiiusion

between Hr fiokhehle and the Government of the Fepuhiic of South Africa.

The Republic of South Africa is known to have trained some Zambian

nationais and then infiltrated them bacx into 7a1bia to destatiiize

that country. It is aiso reported to be assisting dissident 91ements

in Hozambique, who are on a siniiar campaign in that country, and it

is known to be harbouring so-caiied refugees from Angola, who are

being trained and sent back into Angola to destabilize that country.

In the light of the foregoing, it becomes very clear that the

collusion of fir iokhehie with South Africa falls squarely into

pattern.

This is the most serious threat to Lesotho 5 existence, and we wish

to draw this to the attention of a1] the peepie nf Lesotto and to

the internationa] community, that this shouid not only be viewed

   

 



 

as ah immediate threat to Lesotho hat to international peace and

security."

Ts‘elisojiakhakhe _ :_ A _

.Ceputy of REP 7 ' ‘ ‘ ‘u *fi:¥'
Chairnan'nf N.E.F. ‘ - . V .-

Koenyama ChakeIa

Secretary Beneral of the R;C.P.

 

 


