
  

Fighting at 
Ld 

by DONNA NEWEY and 
LESLEY VAN DUFFELEN 

BLOODY faction fighting has bro- 
ken out between rival groups of 
Zulu and Xhosa miners at the 
Hlobane Colliery near Vryheid, 
leaving at least 10 people dead 
and more than 50 injured. 

The injured include two women 
and a three-year-old child. 
About 400 Xhosas were being 

kept at the Draaifontein police 
station for their own safety yes- 
terday and negotiations between 
the mine management and the 
National Union of Mineworkers 
gotunder way. 

Production at the mine, which 
employs about 2400 Zulus and 
800 Xhosas, has been temporarily 
halted until the talks are over. 

Police “were keeping a watch- 
ful eye on the situation” yester- 
day but further violence had been 
reported. 
The violent clashes between 

the two groups of hostel dwellers 
began on Monday night and al- 
though the fighting had abated 
yesterday police described the 
situation as tense. 

(/ fiment by the NUM said 
that miners reported the trouble 
starting on Sunday when a large 
group of “Inkatha supporters” 
were bused to the mine under the 
pretext of coming for traditional 
dancing. 

“Soon after arrival the so- 
called traditional  dancers 
started hurling insults at the 
Xhosa-speaking people and 
threatening them with vio’ence,” 
said the statement. ) 
According to police spokesman 

Lieutenant Bala Naidoo: “The 
two groups were armed with an 
assortment of weapons, including 
knives, knobkieries and pangas.” 

“Two vehicles were destroyed 
and a colliery house gutted by 
fire, before a strong contingent of 
police moved in to quell the vio- 
lence. The bodies of the 10 men 
killed were then discovered.” 

All eight hostels were em- 
broiled in the fighting, the NUM 
said. Public relations spokesman 
at the Iscor head office in Pre- 
toria, Ernest Webstock, said that 
of the 52 injured, 32 were ad- mitted to the Vryheid hospital, ( 3 ¢ 

at 1 atal 
”]l‘s:,ay“es 0 dead 

while 20 were being treated at the 
mine’s clinic. 

A spokeswoman from the Vry- 
heid hospital reported yesterday 
that most of the injured had seri- 
ous head injuries, and one man 
was “ina critical condition”. 

Last night it was reported by 
the police that all the Xhosa 
miners at Hlobane had opted to 
resign and return to Transkei. 

Police said they would leave in 
buses as soon as they had col- 
lected their salaries. 

However, this could not be con- firmed by Webstock yesterday afternoon, who said he had not re ».ceived any such reports. 
, “Ifthey request to be. moved, we. will consider it, but we are ob. viously not in favour of them re- signing,” he said. 
Operations at the mine were ex- 

pected to resume today, it was re- ported yesterday evening. 
“The Xhosas at the Draaifon- 

tein police station will be kept 
there until the negotiations have 
been comxpleted—which we hope will be later today,” Webstock 82" tyeste: ayati mcon. 

Transkei, Ciskei and NUM meet"" o 

the number five hostel and @e- 
Beinth l;::lnus Eflll:lrl i 

a_high-powered delegation 
from the National Union of Mine- 
workers meet with the the lead- ers of the Transkei and Ciskei in 
an attempt to solve the conflict at 
the Hlobane and Durnacol mines, 
the union has warned of strikes at 
otherIscor mines, 

Yesterday NUM president 
James Motlatsi met with Major- 
General Bantu Holomisa in 
Transkei to discuss the violence 
at the Hlobane mine. Today Mot- 
latsi will be meeting with leaders 
ofthe Ciskei. 

The violence that has erupted 
at the Hlobane mine in Vryheid 
follows a month after similar eth- 

nic violence at the Durnacol mine 
inDundee left one miner dead. 

A tense situation developed 
again at the start of the month at 
the mine when the 1500 Xhosa 
miners who had returned to their 
homes for their own safety at- 
tempted to return to work in ac- 
cordance with an agreement ne- gotiated between mine | 
management, NUM and the lead- 
ers of Transkei and Ciskei. 

It has been reported that as the 
Xhosa miliers attempted to re- 
turn to work, Zulus wearing head- 
bands and armed with pangas 
threatened to renew the tribal 
violence. 
They apparently surrounded 

manded that the Xhosas be 
chased away from the mine. 

After further negotiations with 
the governments of KwaZulu, Cis- 
kei and Transkei as well as Tep- resentatiives of NUM and mine 
management, the 1500 miners 
were once again bused to their 
homes — this time for eight 
weeks. Three of these will be paid 
leave, 
The NUM has said that legal 

strikes will take place at the Ta- 
bazimbi, Grootgeluk and Sishen 
mines for better wages and work- 
ing conditions after the over- 
whelming majority of their mem- 
bersvoted for strike action. 
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THE Conservative 
Party was gaining re- 
spect and understand- 
ing from black people 
and planned to talk to 
some black leaders 
within a few weeks, CP 
leader Dr Andries 
Treurnicht told about 
1 000 people in the Dur- 
ban City Hall last 
night. 

The meeting was part 
of the CP’s general con- 
gress. 

In his hour-long ad- 
dress, Dr Treurnicht 
made an emotional call 
to whites to secure their 
right to govern them- 
selves in their own terri- 
tory, and to reject Presi- 

negotiate away its right 
to freedom, white politi- 
cal power, white land 
and white security 
forces. 

He made several ref- 
erences to closer public 

leaders, saying that the 
CP stood for the inde- 
pendence and freedom of 
the white man, and re- 
cognised the ethnic iden- 
tity and political rights 
of non-white people in 
their own territory. 

The modern trend in 
politics was towards 
self-determination and   links with “non-white” . 

dent de Klerk’s reform ' 
initiatives. He repeated 
that the CP would never 

Political Correspondent 
self-government for peo- 
ple in their own terri- 
tory, Dr Treurnicht said. 
This was an accepted 
United Nations principle. 

President de Klerk's 
policy of a unitary state 
for disparate nations and 
groups was 19th Century 
colonialism, Dr Treur- 
nicht said. 

Not all black people 
supported .the ANC or 
SACP. Four and a half 
million members of a 
black church did not, nor 
Inkatha and the Zulu 
people, nor President   Lucas Mangope and the 

  

Tswana people, nor all 
the Indians and col- 
oureds. 

These were the natu- 
ral allies of white people 
who resisted the ANC 
and SACP. 

Urging his supporters 
not to despair, he said 
the CP was gaining re- 
spect and understanding 
from an increasing num- 
ber of “non-white” peo- 
ple. o 

In a message to “non- 
white” people and their 
leaders, Dr Treurnicht 
said whether they be- 
lieved it or not, there 
was goodwill and good 
neighbourliness towards 
members of other races 
from the CP. 

The CP acccepted ec- 
onomic interdependence, 
and political indepen- 
dence. 

  

CP plans talks with blacks, 
Party gaining respect from ‘non-whites’, says Treurnicht while urging white 
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The CP was pre 
to speak to leaders of | 
any nation if they be- 

determination. 

formed within a few | 

South Africa, Dr Treur- 

 CONSERVATIVE Party leader Dr Andries 
rh icht said. Black leaders 

would discover from 

  

   
| whom they could expect 

! lieved in the right of self- = goodwill, peaceful rela- 
7 tions and res, 

Members would be in- | Support. 2 
Earlier, at the con- 

weeks about meetings gress. Mr Duncan du 
with other people in Bois called on the CP to 

hold alternative talks to 
form an anti-communist   

alliance to take the ini- 
tiative away from Presi- 
dent de Klerk. 

Deputy leader Dr 
Ferdi Hartzenberg said 
black people “that are 
true nationalists, and 
coloureds and Indians 
that love their people 

   Treurnicht and supporters enter the Durban City Hall before last night's meeting. 
   

have no better friends 

that the CP”. 

The CP spoke to more 

black people than was 

realised, Dr Hartzenberg 

said. 
—_— = 

  

s to reject reforms 
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SYDNEY—ANC deputy 
g;esident Nelson Man- 

la, due on a visit here 
next week, has ‘snub- 
.bed’ the Aborigines in 

abongln awyer said 
yes! 

Mr Mlchnel Manseu ol’ 
the Tasmanian Al 
nal Le; Bervice, s 
Abori s plan to pro- 
test against Mr Man- 
dela’s visit if he stays 
silent on their situation. 

‘“They (the ANC) seem 
to believe that the unl- 
ity of their struggle 
superior to (tbat, of). any- 
onfi else,’ said Mr 
sel 

Policy 
He said Aboriglnes 

would protest in Syd- 
ney, Canberra and Mel- 
bourne, all stops in Mr 
Mandela’s itinerary. 

An ANC spokesman 
said Mr Mandela, by de- 
clining to discuss the 
situation of Aborigines, 
is keeglng to ANC pouey 
of not commenting on 
domestic issues in na- 

Africa. 
“It is a general policy 

that we can go to any 
country but we just 
don’t comment on inter- 
nal matters,’ said Mr Ed- | 
die Funde, the ANC’s 
chier representative in 

ustralia. 
Mr Funde said Mr 
Mandela planned to 
meet early in 
his tour 
to them abouc t.helr situ- 
ation’. 

‘(The policy) does not 
mean lphaye not ad- 

peo- 

filxe or ta!ked % them of 
South African situa- 

tion, nor that they have 
not told me about their 
situation,” Mr Funde 
said. — (Sapa-Reuter) 
      w . £ 

tions outside South . 
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THERE SURELY cannot now be any good reason — and personal antagonism or contini mi militancy of sec- tions within their leader- ship groups certainly don’t qu — Wltlfi’ Mr Nelson Mandela, of the ANC, and Chief ManFosuthu Buthel- ezi, head of Inkatha, cannot - bury the pan a, gun or Spear, figurative! y speaking, and clasp hands in peace. 
Surely not after Mondat{l’s meeting of members of e ANC'’s national executive and the central committee of the Inkatha Freedom Party decided, after a ‘re- laxed and friendly’ meeting in Durban to visit Natal’s worst trouble spots to cre- ate ‘a lasting peace.’ 
Nor will reasonable peo- ble — and when they’ve come to think on it even many hotheads — see an; 800d sense in the two lead- €rs not now following suit. That is, themselves not only moving about breaching eace but setting ug), per- aps, joint moni oring . bodies dotted about the countrz)side in still troubled areas, to move quickly with the co-operation of security forces to douse any flareup and help resolve disputes. 

The simple fact is that Monday’s joint commit- ment to peace binds the participants to carry the message through to all sup- g;)rters, above and below em. 
The effect could be pro-   
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4 
found, with the immediate benefit being an end to much, if not most, of the Violence and the isolation of the criminal elements and any other malevolent forces which might be at work. | 
With such co-operation between the ANC and In. katha, the police could then concentrate on their proper task of curbing the burgeon- ing crime rate and restoflnfi civil order, the lack of whic! has contributed to their de- teriorating image. 
Simply expressed, the more peace and co-oper- ation there exists among reasonable people, the more the unreasonable are ex. Dosed and the more easily can they be dealt with. 
And from peace should frow increasing confidence or the future, perhaps more 50 because if has emerged from all the terrible tragedy of death and destruction of the past. 
For the gile, but espe- cially leaders D, can now be in no doubt of the conse- quences of failing to find consensus on a new South | Africa. The reality is that as | bloody and destructive as the violence has been so far, it would have been no more than a tiny spark comfpared to the holocaust that failure to compromise on all sides could bring. | The Durban ‘accord’ de- i 

      

mands urfidernt responses from both Mandela and ‘Dr Buthelezi! 

  

  

   

   

 



  

| “Peace Pri 
'WE WONDER how many members and potential members of the recently launched South African Communist P; appreci- 

ro;’-’ thggl, of 

to Soviet President Mikhail Gorba- chev. |F—-l0-990 
He has 

Slovo and the other unre- fialsnerate political fossils of € SACP would like to im- Dose on South Africa. 
It was a system that even- tuaug collapsed under the welg t of its own inefficien. ¢y, brutality and repression. Mr Gorbachey shares the Peace With only one other Russian, Andre Sak- 

ze irony X/ 
harov, who was reviled and condemned as a traitor to his country when he won it in 1975, as was Aleksandr Solzhenltstin, an earlier winner of the’ Nobel Prize for Literature. Theijr stand against the ‘evi] em- Dpire’ has now been fully vin- dicated in their own count- = ; 

o, 
Mr ‘Silov%iu anc}r his 'SAg?' comrades will, of course, 

to tell %roju in their cxlngdifled arxist jargon and beguil- ing socio-babble that fl?y are different. 

How can they pe while they march under the now totally discrediteq banner 0; co“xrrl_llrlniténlsm? And how 
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ing, since the Currie Cup rughylz 
times 1 

surely be in line for() well it will surely lose 

any. i;\ternat'\o
na\ showing. 

of the game, nd with it support 

Uniortunat
ely the run-in to and sympathy 

trom the sport- 
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Bishop attackeq 
in\ffilm@ing row. T 
SIR — It'is 'w 4. J5C 7 Cérlain amount of sadness that I reaq the Bishop of Kok. stad’s letier (The Daily News, Octeber 3) 

Bishop Napie; T Would of course e fully justified in rejecting Mr Konig- 

Given the already well known invol- vement of the Catholic bishops with the openly Marxist 
Bishop Napier honestly prefer to be- lieve it more reasonable for me to have automatically questioned the integrity of the managing 
newspaper? 

director of a reputable 

It is interesting to note that the artj. cle in question appeared on August 31 and that prior to my letter of Septem- ber 24 there Was not a whisper of 4 Pprotest, 

By this belate 
kramer’s allegat; 

d denial of Mr Konig- ions Bishop Napier has certainly NOT closed the matter satis- factorily because at this stage it s stjl] his word against 

read in print not 
evidence of the 
volvement in 

Mr Konigkramer’s, 
But contrary to his rather wild- sur- mise about my intentions nothing would 

only a denial byt solid SACBC's total nop-in- the funding of the ANC and affiliateq organisations, 
G. ROBERTS, Kokstad 
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s Mandela set 
- for city key 

  

DN MELBOURNE City Coun- \cil will meet on Friday to decide whether to bestow the city’s highest honor on South African black lead- er Nelson Mandela when he visits on October 25, 
Moves to offer the Free- 

dom of the City to Mr Mandela are being led b former Lord Mayor, 
Bill Deveney. 

  

  

 


