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Provision for voters to cast 2 votes: one each for national and provincia
representatives.

Amendnent to the Interim Constitution to address the follow ng provincia
matters:
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not result in the postponenent of the 27 April etections.
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Thl swoul dbeenough for the ANCtodraw up eames in third with four petcent, down’ from ANC an
d PAC supporters show the hi ghest
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AND ALLCCATI ON FO SW NG VOTERS TO RELEVANT F' ARTI ESI C
1'2, ' IWat party'wfoiiizti you have votedhtot twoyeats ago?
tiles. stand which would you vote fog Itt April?
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liancc, led by M Buthel ezi, which unites the white
Conservative Partyand those honel and | eaders op-

posed to the ANC. This "independent stand", he

says, earned him M Mandel ai s congratul ati ons.

WIl M Mpeliis independent stand survive

right up to the election? The chief ninister exudes
confidence. By fighting in its own nanme, he claims,

his party could scoop up 500,000 votes From | oya

Sot ho voters throughout South Africa. G ven that

the party nmustered a nere 52,000 votes in

QraQual s 1990 el ection, this may be w shful think-

ing. M Mpeli, Iike many South Africans, may

simply be hiding his time until one of the bigger

pl ayers makes hima better offer.

Wiere are the whites?

Honel and politics strike many whites as arcane. A

tour of the Free State suggests that in sone parts of
South Africa’'s jigsaw . a

Popul atl on 1991, 0005 / .

Wl t e- dnsl gnot od am African Asl nn Col oured white 21 i Tota
Sub-total 9,558 3.7 - ' 6.5

Total 29.063 993 3.299 5,091 i O
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South Africa it is white politics that is rapidly be-
comng an irrelevance. In this old Boer republic
there are only 330,000 whites al ongside 1.7m

bl acks; and bl ack nunbers will swell further when
QnaQwna is reincorporated. If you drive west from
Harrismith and skirt the Lesotho border, you pass
through famous "white" rural towns, such as

Fi cksburg and Ladybrand i n which, by day, al nost
every face on the street is black. Bloenfontein, the
state capital, keeps a white face mainly because the
bl ack people who woul d otherwi se live or work

there have been noved away to a wretched dunp-

i ng-ground cal |l ed Bot shabel | o.

Mar ked on few maps, Botshabello is home for

up to 500, 000 people, many living wthout mm-

ning water or electricity in makeshift hovels ofcard-
board, canvas or corrugated iron. On rainy days,

mud boils through unfinished streets and jobl ess
residents huddl e for cover. On the day The Econo-

m st visited, ANC "conrades" were burying their

dead after a battle with strike-breakers. They told an
everyday township tale: of a strike, of police equip-
pi ng "scabs" wi th guns and pangas, of notivel ess
attacks and of retaliations yet to cone.

By South Africa’'s grisly standards, Harrismnith,

42nd HIl, QnaQra and even Botshabell o are rel a-
tively peaceful places. But even here people feel the
grou nd noving under their feet. They wonder what
their place will be in the new South Africa. Cas Hu-
man has nade his choice; Peter Ml angeni is think-

i ng of gi ving upteaching to beconea full-tine poli-
tician; Kenneth Mpeli is hoping his political wles
will secure his future when his honel and di sap-
pears. Meanwhile, as non-political South Africans

| ook on with a m xture of hope and foreboding. big-
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