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' I When a new dernOCratIc'government takes over from the current

I administration It Will be faced with enormous socialand eeonomlc

v demandsfrbr'h Its'censtltuency. How It plans to address thoSe

demands remainsto be seq'n.fizce theNatlon speaks with

bible
Trewor Manuel, head- 91‘ the AN
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’ Trade unionsand elylo I . . Butdo youthinktheANCshould

organisatlonohava oaIIeId tor the Ian a reconstruction aboard now

   

signing_.oia' flooonotruetlonAccord hoforo a now govornlIIIIIonttakooI

thatwould: be binding 'orrtho '.In, over thecountry?

'IQOWduring “‘9 "90'3“" do not thinkit Is9 aI question of
‘.WWare'0'“. 0‘ “‘9 9 si9nin9 the accord. I, think the

emphasi
tion.Th

"inwhichthereconstructionpro-
grammeis drawn upbecause we are

should be :on participa-‘I

 

‘I I’I-lmmodlato social andeconomle.,

ment where democracywill accrue

Wehave to_'bgbcareful not;to run the

  
  

  

 

  

   

   

I “construc‘tlhitaccord‘an . " rislt'ot‘eheap<e1ectloneerIng The r .
3 'saylf‘w Wantthis‘ "I’d‘to’ybey easiestthingin.-theworldis to get

Implemented"andexp'eet théfiiext‘ “P 9“aplatformin mg Illn'UP ‘0
-govemment to'implement Itwith'IOut' . f: the electionandshy “vote forus and

their participation.IWe.dohot"want"-
' thenoleofI Civil soeietyI con-

,;myakln9 demands andI{the.
chd

That is cheap anti antiodemocratic

 

    
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

er’.,¥'i'he
beslowerthan what mIOsItI_ofus:will

‘ .‘waInItIto see.9  

dIIIéiantIIclao‘oeoIf!the oouhtry,

squatter Ic'ampa‘to owners oI blg/
demoa-acyworkinSouthAfrica:9’ business'oiu Do you think oqno 0/!
v‘I'Theieis-a9substantialtneedfor
morehobsin9In thecountry - yroauit lnolaa‘oconflict}
roughly .1,5- million units. Budget‘I
allocation for housin9 under the Ithink In' a society that Is highly

current regime is undexfunded. But , unequal like 095' caste 0’ class con-
flict is inevItable. We need a situa-
tion where we can convince the

malont'yof South Africans that pro-

_9IraImmes which would address the

-as weproceed withthe- reconstnic-IIL9‘ ~-
tion programme, the democratic ’2
state will not be ableto deliver the.
1,5 million houses within a reason-
able time. Weneed creativeinterac-
tion between thestate and the
private sector. At the moment the
privatesector;does not want to
invest in housing because they-
wouldsay ”the South African-
National CivicOrganisation (Sanco);

wlllcallabondboycott" Butaspart I
ol'I thePreconstruedon,we will need

- marginalised people in the country
are necessary. That Is where our
challenge lies. I think what people

decisions are taken.
If we mystlfy theI- way economic

. ‘Iissues are taken .we create an

9. hnpreIssion that the government can
justprlnrlnt monIer an can‘ build- one

millionhouses In‘
playedIpeoplerni9ht also have an

  

. housesare rieededI andwhenefthey
- sIhouldberuilt. .

I one“the Importantpoints; to I
' reconStruction, therefore. isnottoI’

have national structures suchas the '

National Housingforum (Nl-IIF),,

Ibecause theywould not mean ,Io ‘
‘9 o‘people who livein Khayeli ‘

   

    

    

   

 

    
 

 

tw°- weeks afteranew 9ovemment
omesin. AslondI asI econbmie
ssues are mystified, you create the

9.basis for an unstable society. We
”need to do is to demystify the grind-   

  
.- .I‘Icanonly do so through the commu-

nieatlonof civil society. it is the best
way to manage What Is a difficult

: situation. .Anyanalysis of the ANC’s
policyprogrammeslwillshow that
we want to lean and hantedly in

ram “ heretthep'Ieoppl .are
houldI Insteadhavesmalllocal ,.
re9lonalfonmis. But we needtobe

52carefulhot. to have thousands ii
forumsall talkinga different ‘
guag'e,‘maldngdifferent dema' 9 '
and havingdifferent expectationsi

will notbeeasyon the new govern

them. If sanco, for example,

demandfloefialntamounmf11w.
Ies to-- built in a certain axed,they
'_ca 9::make these demands;and I: reco'nstruCtlon levywas first raised it

{Old heir,armsand ex .the90V-9 1:qu meant to test-opinions in the
.. 33 t to deliver. They ave to be - “country. it is not unusual for a new

IactII3 involved inthe. alloeationof;
'59 caseswithout favouring0’ ' some form of levy for reconstruction.

a:group against anotheniti$Ihe problem in thiscountry is that
die not the demoqatic state ' whiteswant to retain the status quo.

- Q d be held'solelytdccount- They believe that someone out there
‘ '- ; velopment—.theor9a_ns of; shofild contribute towards their

. ." etymust beaccountable as 1"social stability. ' -
v‘ :twet ‘,-v:.'i

    

    

  

  

 

   

Do you Ieol there lo.a need for.a  

  

   .9 communities In thooountry?

 

      

 

  

 

  

   

   

   

   

  

 

L. reconstruction levy

 

Cmustleadtheprocess’,

 

talking .of aIdifferIent klhdpf-gbverng,

fromtheinas'sés bywayof improve- , 9

menu}in’the ‘quality0f theirlives 3 y ?EInvolIv‘e savings in the countr)I .
.suchas insurance, pension and

provident funds. We needto shift

' wewill do this and thatfor you" . _

behaviour. Who; is difficult Is to ,-

gtand on the In attorm andsay- .

y “comrades-~we Fm. 1”“this togeth- 2-‘1 3 front countries who want toton-
'pacIe 0.:neoonstruetion will ll'jisclously make a contribution

   

jro'n'i thounombloyod living In they ‘L'I‘yfnmnuyyou have gone on . ‘. ‘

y‘ record as saying that In a new
-‘ I tl lsodl bo

. theexpectations people have IcouIdI ' d openoa on organ a ur

aspirations of the poorest and most

want is transparency in the way,

year.’_-Unern-“ 9

n4. impression thatthey.can get a job:

 

:‘plés of economic manag.ement We ,

' ‘teconatructlon levy to help poor 7 I '1'

IWhenthe issueiof. hqving a

a government in any country to have I I

’3 economic planning unit, who

aggtzge'sthatan economic reco struction programme ls needed

aha.thatthe ItradéunionmoVeIIment Will have to redefine its role

' when» n ANC-dominated government is in power.-

would be in
theoverall interests of stability in
the country. Germany utilised -
these levies after World War II.

The key challenge is to fund a 2
good reconstruction programme.
There are a variety of sources

Ifrom which to fund reconstruction =-.
5-:programines. The first
9. source is the budget. The current

portant 9

i‘j'budget has .to be scrapped
because It does not address the

needs of the majority of the peo-
ple. The second source would

9 the bulk of the maney into social
.Iggoods and services, including

investment in industries to cheate

more jobs. We will certainly need
foreign donor aid but not f-rom
,the lntematlonal Monetary Hund
(tun n_r the v1)4}! nQI—‘y AIAIIVIN bug

toWards democracy and rec'on- '
IIIIstruIctIOn. That money wo‘uld

I I haVe to be managed properly
. because It only comes once. i

iI .

would be limited as tar as macro-

economic Issues are concomed.

Do you think the labour ‘

.movomont dboa not have an

Important role to play In macro-

' economic Issues?

The ANC policy guidelines states
very clearly that the democratic
state would have the ultimate
responsibility— in co--operation
with the trade unions andother

Itradlction with our policy
“ I Trade unions have a high politi-

 

organs of civil society

stability and the balance of pay—
ments. That Is roughly what our
policy

thing that I made up.
The democratic state is some-

thing that we have fought for and
sacrificed our lives for. It remains

the final arbiter of macro-eco-

unomlc policies. However, we are I
saying organiI-sations-like the

or the Social Accord wbuld be
lrnportant They must havea per-
suasive influence on the way
macro--economic policies are

IIimplemented. But at the end of ‘

the day, the democratic state Ican-
not stand back and fold Its arms -

and say let business and labour
decide on macro-economic poli-

cies. They certainly have a vested
interest In the economy. But, giv-
en the nature of the democracy'

. we want to conStruct in. this coun-
lly, t'ut: uemouu’ut. aiutc‘ :‘utlei. yo:

held accountable on macro-eco-

nomic issues. Not only elected
representatives, but civil servants

9 as well. ,

What I’m saying is not'in con-

cal profile at the moment because
of the current undemocratic,I

unrepresentative and illegitimate
government. As we proceed to

change the nature of government
at all levels the trade unions need
to show an interest not only in

their members alone - they must
fully participate in social and eco~'
nomic reconstruction.

Arayou suggesting that trade

unions should reconsider their

role In the next government?

— in co-ordl- '
nating and guiding the develop-
ment of the economy. Emphasis
would be placed on macro-eco-
nomic policy issues such as price

guidelines say and that is -
what-l Stand by. It is not some-'

at all.-I

of events. They need to change
their up-I'front political role which
they have played foryearsI But

l'm not saying they cannot play a
certain political role. If the recon-
struction programme we envisage

goes acIcordlng to plan, we will
have a vibrant economy and we

will need the trade unions and
other organs of the civil society.
Their inputs on macro-econom-

ic Issues'would have to be persua-

sive, unlike the situation we have
had with the current undemocrat-
ic government

You havIo expressed reservations '9

about th'Io National Party’o‘(NP) -
participation In tho NEF In polICy
Iormulatlon; Aro you suggesting

that tho NEF does not have
legitimacy or that It should be
broadened Into an economic
Codooa?

I’m not suggesting there is need

for an economic Codesa. If you

have 26 parties participating in

the NEFwe will end up with 0 dr-

cus. i do not know what contribu-

tion (Brigadier) Oupa ngzo

(military ruler of the Ciskei), for
Instance, can make on macro-
' economic issues. He would merely
cause confusion in the forum.

The danger is that we can’t
make economic policies for the.

_ . coming years with a dying gov-
, National EconomicForum (NEF) emment. You willbegiving 'thgln

g 'power that they do not de'Serve.
One cannot expect this govern-
ment to take an interest in long-
‘term economic issues. De I(lerk'

last week said he would soonbar?

row some money from the IMF. I
. would question whether the IMF

should .be entering into a lending
programme with a government
that does not have a future. The
riSk' is that the government may
decide on borrowing that would
tie up' the democratic state and

leaveuswitha structural adjust;

mentaprogrammethat 'would

weaken our ability to deliver to
the people what hadbeen
promised.
They want people to say that

"we cannot deliver- what we

promised and that the white
minority government was better.

This Is not to dispute that the con-

tlngeney facilities that they are

I That would change in the cou‘rsyye' '

going for - sych as low-Interest - 2

rates for instance- are not a bet-
ter deal. But we need to be careful

in the way we borrow. We do not
need to give the De Klerk admin-
istration power they don't
deserve." They are on the way out.

We are‘ dealing with a.govern-
ment that does not have a tomor-

row - only a bad yesterday.

     

     Dr Jon continues his discussion

' of contraception: -

urlel hadn't had a period for

two months but she Was sure

she couldnt be pregnant

because she was on the 'anectlon'.l

V examined her and did a pregnancy

test She was not pregnant. 3

The Icontraceptive injection probably

caused her periods to stop temporarily.
She'd been on one called 'Depo' for a

full year and had Ibeen bleeding less

and for fewer days each time she men's)

struated since she started receiying the'.

      
      
  
  
  
  

   

 

  
    
    

    

    
  
      

  

   back to the clinic for It. She dldn't

understand how It worked it was a bit

painful for about a day afterwards, but

she preferred it because her boyfriend

9didn't know.
Two kinds of contraceptives Injec-

tion are available. Murlel gets 'Depo

         

     

   
    

    
  
     

er is 'Nur—Isterate' - given every eight
weeks. Both work In the same way,

and both are very effective.
They can be used if a woman ls

‘ breastfeeding. They can also be used If

a woman has to take certain TB treat-
9 ments. epilepsy treatment, or If she

drinks a lot of alcohol.

 

          

      
  
  

      
  

    

Injection. Every three months she went-I‘

Provera' every twelve weeks. The oth--

They work. by making the Ilttie plug

of mucus in the mouth of the womb

(the cervix) thicker- sosperm cells can-

not get through.
9Murlel wanted to know If problems

would develdp because of not having

her periods. She thought the blood
must be ‘stuck" someyIVhere In her
Ibody——and it would make her sick. I

I'expl'alned thatshe wasn't havingIher
‘. periods because the Injection makes

the lining of the womb (the endometri-
um) very thin. This Is anather way that

the IIInJectlons work: a baby canhot
start growlng In the vol)! thin linlrg.

Butthis means there maybe no blood.

or very little bold when her period ’-

comes. I suggested she trythe other

injection.
Some disadvantages of the contra-

ceptive injections are:
0 It may cause weight gain, often

three to four kilograms:
0 both Injections. but especially

Depo Provera may cause the woman'5

periods to be irregular. Uke Muriel they

could even stop altogether. It could

however, cause other women to bleed

more heavily during, and even

between, their periods. '
0 Sometimes it takes a long time for

a woman to become pregnant after

she's stopped taking the Injection. This

 

‘ given the Injection wlthout really
understand how it works, or
Many women?were given the wega‘

 

  

  

Is a bigger problem wlth Depo

Provera.
The lnjectibns are a good form of

contraceptiontar women who’ve com-

pleted their families, but are reluctant

to be sterlllzed. 7
Many people think young girls

should not be given the Injection

becausethere may a delay'In falling

pregnant alterwar . A woman who's
planning to bec I
theIollowing twq
fernot to use It. '4,

In many countries. people In power

and unethical health workers, have

used the Injection t9 control women's
fertility

In South Africa, women were oiten

  

 

rs; may also pre-

lmmedlatel after the delivery of a

baby w'ltho thtlr consent These are
abuses of lIornan'sI right to control

her ownfe
The .InJeetlon Is an effective formof

contracejptlbn for many women but
for other women It causes unaccept-

able side effects.‘
Next week i will discuss the 'pill'.

Ion?“


