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LONDON, J an. 20 (AFP-
- Jiji)-Retail prices rose 0.3
percent in Britain in- Decem
ber; pushing the annual infla-
tion rate to 6.8 percent, the
hi ghest | evel since July 1985,
provi sional figures fromthe
Departnment of Enpl oynent
showed on Fri day.
However, the figures are
slightly better than expected.
Most econoni sts had fore-
cast a nonthly increase of 0.4
percent and an annual rate of
6.9 percent:
Chancel | or of the Exche-
guer Nigel Lawson warned
recently that inflation would
Kyodo News Service
J apan renmains South Afri-
ca's unost inportant partner
of aparthei d" despite govern-
ment claims that two-way
trade is decreasing, the To-
kyo representative of the an-
tiapartheid African Nationa
Congress (ANC) said Satur-
day.
tiWe are disappointed to
hear that trade only de-
creased 3.5 percent when hu-
man suffering has reached
al arm ng proportions,"”
Africa.
iiQur demand is not that
J apan should be No. 2 or 3 or



4; we are calling for total
sanctions," Matsila told at
Sporting Goods

" Mar kups Unlikely

After New Tax

OSAKA (Kyodo) - Inten-

sive conpetition anong
sporting goods retailers of

| owpriced goods like tennis
rackets will likely prevent a
Busi ness-

said -

J erry Matsila; representative
of the group banned in South ,
Partner G Apartheid

public lecture at the Interna-
tional Education Center. in
Tokyo.

He noted that in recent

years New Zeal and had de-
creased trade with South Af-
rica by 72 percent, and Swe-
den by 62 percent. . -

Earlier in the week the For-
eign Mnistry announced

that J apanese trade with
South Africa totaled $3.98
billion in. 1988, down.3.5 per-
cent fromthe previous year.
It also said West Gernaf t
hy’s trade with that country
had reached $4.19 billion in 1
the first 10 nonths of |ast?
year, nore than J apan 5 tota
for 1988.

Matsila said that despite

the decline in the value of’
trade, J apanese manufactur- - w
ers continued to support po- -
lice and security forces that,
enforce apartheid by provid-

i 11g themw th vehicles alld
€e0- ggggras used during

Vl enpnstrations. V 1
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ues to bet W

of anpl ati nunz gol d, di anonds
coal -all essential ele-

A ments of the South Africall
econony, he said. |,

Mat sil a, who opened the

AN C Tokyo office last ML115.
called on the Diet to pass
“meani ngful " |egislation en-

; He-dSoaskedJJap’an to re-
nouncevits’ ifhonorgEE white’
status accor e y e eto-

ria governnent, and call ed

for an end to W

t e caricatures tise to or-
on’: cOll ite y

1.

-lnents in-. South Africa ,

1 es O comuters to secur’ -
ty forces. It also advises
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