i nsi de:

e Bank

egara Fraud..... 8

TUNKU ON

THE

N EXT

AGONG

Dirty Tactics in Anpang Jaya By-El ection

16; Shell Denies F uplling Apartheid

23; If You Want to Oppose Apartheid . . .

30; Mengapa Kita Tidak Dapat Melihat Tuhan? . . . 31; Current Comrent
ood. ..

" eply .

reedom .

Anmpang

Java: Wy the

Bari san Wn.... 4

Shell Fuels The PMs 3

Apartheid.... 20 Illness.... 40

7; Letters . . . 10; Privatisatioh’ and the Public
21; Pouring Water Over F uel: Aliran3s

25; A Blast against the Bonb . . . 26; Chained



THE NET AGONG

- AS1SEEIT

In this exclusive interviewwith the Aliran Monthly, Bapa Ml aysia, TUNKU ABDUL
RAHMAN, di scusses the election of the next Yang Di Pertuan Agong expected on 2 March 1989
and various other issues pertaining to the systemof Constitutional Monarchy.
No one else is as well positioned as the Tunku to di scuss the Mnarchical System It was
t he

Tunku who incorporated the systeminto the Mal aysian Constitution at the time of Merdeka.
It was he who nurtured the systemin the early years of Merdeka. The Tunku hinmself is a w
ell -

respected scion of the Kedah royal house - one of the ol dest royal houses in the country.
Edi t or

Aliran Monthly: What sort of

qualities should H s Majesty the

Yang Di Pertuan Agong possess?

Tunku: He should have dignity

and shoul d possess a sense of

justice and fairness. The Agong is

the custodi an of the Constitution

and shoul d therefore uphold the
principles and ideals of our Consti.
tution. He should protect parlia-
nentary denocracy and shoul d be

the symbol of unity and harnony

among all the comunities.

Aliran Monthly: Very soon, the
Conference of Rulers will neet to

el ect our ninth Yang D Pertuan

Agung. According to a regiona

weekly, the election will take place

on 2 March | 989.

Tunku: Yes, a new Agong will be

el ected soon by the Rulers. Based

upon the practice in the past. the
Deputy Yang Di Pertuan Agong wil |
succeed the present Agong. It has
becone a convention for the

Deputy Agong to becone the

Agong a unl ess he has violated the

rul es of kingship or gone agai nst

the Constitution or brought dis-

repute to his office in any other

way .

As | see it, the present Deputy

Agong. the Sultan of Perak, wll be

the next King. His ascension to the
throne will be significant; Wth the
Rul er of Perak becomning the King,

we woul d have conpl eted the

whole circle. Al the 9 ruling houses
woul d have had their turn. Perak is

the last. W started with Negr

Senbilan. This is the system of
rotation | had in nmind when we

i ntroduced the concept of choosing

the Agong from anong the Rulers

at the tine of |ndependence.

Aliran Monthly: It is perhaps al so
significant that the first Agong was

a lawer. As we conmplete the circle,
once again a person trained in IIl.
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O late, conventions have been set
aside. Institutions are no |onger
respected. There is a |lot of
mani pul ati on nowadays. Soneone

wants to control everything. He wants
to dom nate evetything. In order to
control he divides individuals, plays
one agai nst the other. He buys over
certain peODle to his side. He tries to



i solate others. This creates aninosity
and di ssension wi thin the group.
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| aw becones t he Agong.

I

"hnku: Sultan Azl an Shah is nore
than a | awer. He was Chief Justice
of Mal aya and then the Lord
President. He is a |l earned man. He
i s know edgeabl e about the affairs
of the nation and understands the
Constitution and denocracy. He

has the potential to bring honour
and respect to the throne.

" Qur first Yang D Pertuan

Agong was also a Ruler with great
dignity. He was our first Ml ay

| awyer. When he qualified as a

| awyer, a |ot of people sent congra-
tulatory nmessages to ne thinking
that | had passed nmy law. You see
we had the sane namne.

Aliran Monthly: SO Tunku you

I , uld expect the convention to bet
ected and the Sultan of Perak

to be chosen as the next K ing.
Tunku: This is most likely, if al
goes well. But then anything can
happen. O |ate, conventions have
been set aside. Institutions are no
| onger respected. There is a lot of
mani pul ati on nowadays. Someone
wants to control everything. He
wants to doni nate everything. In
order to control he divides indivi-
dual s, plays one against the other
He buys over certain people to his
side. He tries to isolate others. This
creates aninosity and di ssension
within the group. This is now
happeni ng among the Rulers. Even
during the British period there was
no such problemw thin the nonar-
.511: system

ere is a story that is nmaking

its rounds now that so-and-sois

, consort is a comoner and there-
fore the person cannot becone the
King. Qur Constitution, | nust

1 stress, lays out the role, the duties
and the responsibilities of only
the Yang Di Pertuan Agong, not

his consort. The consort has no
constitutional role. The consort has
no constitutional status. Qur Cons-
titution does not say that the
consort of our King should be of
royal bl ood; The consort of the
present Japanese Enperor (the
Japanese Mnarchy is one of the

ol dest and nost illustrious in the.
world) is a conmoner.

O course, with a commoner -

consort it nmay be necessary to find
an appropriate title for her. It
woul d be a good thing if the
Conference of Rulers can give an
appropriate title to the new Pernmai -
suri .

Permaisuri. This is merely mny
suggestion. In any case, this is only
a small matter.

Aliran Monthly: The Conference

of Rul ers can be expected to adhere



to convention and tradition .....
Tunku: Yes, on the whol e our

Rul ers are very conscious of their
role and responsibility. They know
what is good for the future of the
Monarchy. They will do what is

ri ght.

We nust al so remenber that the
person who may have had certain

i deas about the selection of the
next Agong is out of action for the
time being. Now that he is recupe-
rating at home he has tinme to think
and reflect. If he decides to do
She coul d be call ed Puan

good, to uphold the rule of |aw and
to protect denocracy, it will be in
V the interest of the takyat. On the
other hand, if he continues in his
old ways and tries to control every-
one and everything, the nation wll
suf fer even nore. He nust now

nake peace Wth God and nan.

Al'iran Monthly: Looking at sone

of the challenges confronting the
system of constitutional nonarchy,
one begins to wonder whether we
should at this stage reiterate certain
basi c principles pertaining to the
syst enf?

Tunku: It is inportant to reiterate
that our Rulers as Constitutional

Rul ers shoul d remai n above

politics. They should not get in-
volved in party politics in any way.
| was very strict about this when
was Prime Mnister. A Ruler should
not take part in a political party
function. He should not unveil a

pl ague, for instance, conmenor at -
conti nued on page 38-

[IWth the Ruler of Perak becoming the King, we would have
conpl eted the whole circle. Al the nine ruling houses woul d
have had their turn?



ELECTI ONS

A lot has been witten about the Anpang Jaya by-eleetion. In the followi ng two articles,
CHANDRA MJUZAFFAR exami nes certain aspects of the by-election and draws some inportant
conclusions fromit.

any political analysts were

M convi nced t hat Dat uk

Harun | drist the candidate

of the Semangat 46 group, would

wi n the Ampang Jaya byel ection

and yet he lost. Wiy did Datuk
Harun | ose? 02', to put it in another
way, how did the Barisan energe
victorious?

In our view, a variety of factors,
some nore inportant than others,
explain the Barisan wi n.

One, there was the Harun

factor itself. Anbng a huge segnent
of the non-Mal ays, particularly the
Chi nese el ectorate, there was sone
anti pathy towards Harun. This was
because of his alleged invol venent
in the May 13th episode. Al the
attenpts by Tunku Abdul Rahman

and Dr Tan Chee Khoon to clear his
nane did not help. Harunls alleged
link to that ethnic riot which had
led to the killing of a nunber of
Chi nese Mal aysi ans. was too deeply
etched in the nemory of the com
munity, to be erased in one short

el ecti on canpai gn. The Barisan, for
its part, through television, radio
newspapers and panphl ets, eons-
tantly rem nded the voters of the
danger of another May 13th riot.
The fear instilled in their mnds
nmust have persuaded some ofthem

to support the Barisan rather than
Har un.

Anmong sone of the Ml ay

voters, on the other hand, Hartlifs
May 13th image nay have given

hima herols stature of sorts. But
this was offset by yet another per-
ception of the man: Harun was al so
seen as a political has-been. He was
a | eader who had done his bit for
the community but he bel onged to
yest erday not tonorrow. Besides,

he had a tarnished reputation
havi ng been convi cted for corrup-
tion -- a full pardon fromthe King
not wi t hst andi ng.

Two. Semangat 46 al so | ost

some support when it continued its
barbed criticisns of Prime Mnister
and UMNO Baru President, Datuk

Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad. even

- after he was taken ill. These criti-
ci sms were perceived by a section
oti both the Malay and non- Mal ay

el ectorate as "bad mzmersl|. given
t he circunstances.

Three, the pointed attacks nade

by UWNO Baru canpai gners agai nst
Senmangat 46 | eaders in connection
with their alleged involvenent in
tinanciul mal practiees further
eroded | lurun's support base. It was
the Semangat 46 | eaders who fired



the tirst salvo by condemi ng

the all eged corruption of UWNO
Batu personalities. But the Seman-
gat | eaders were thensel ves very
vul nerabl e and when their oppo-
nents returned the fire they could
not put up a convincing defence.
Consequently, their credibility
suffered a severe setback. Generally
speaki ng, voters expect critics of
those in power to be nuch nore
upright than the targets of their
eritieisnr
4
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Four, the Semangat group "1,5

yet another m stake. Their | eades
tried to introduce the idea of a
coalition conprising a nunber of
Mal ay parties |ed by Senmangat 46,
wor ki ng hand in hand with the
Denocratic Action Party (DAP),
right in the mdst of the byelection
itself. A byelection, with all the
confusi on caused by accusati ons
and eounter-aecusations hurled at
each other, is hardly the occasion
to launch an inter-party, inter-
ethnic coalition. It was sinply

not possible to explain the concept
and objectives of the coalition in
the prevailing el ection atnosphere.
Not surprisingly, the voters were
not sure what Tengku Razal ei gh

and his Semangat group were up to
A segnent of the Malay electo 's
was sonewhat suspi ci ous of

DAPI s presence in the inter-party
i nk-up. The UMNO Baru | eaders
exploited this by projecting the
DAP as a Chinese party out to
destroy Malay political dom nance
and the indi genous position of the
conmunity. The Mal aysi an Chi nese
Associ ation (MCA) was al so quick
to point out that the Islamc Party
of Malaysia s (PAS) participation in

the coalition will lead inevitably tO
the creation of an Islamic State
where non-Muslinms will be stripped

of all their religious freedons.
Apparently, this distorted canpaign
line worked with a | ot of Chinese
vot ers.

Five, in fact the MCA nounted
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i nsants Ong Tee Keat and Sem

an extrenely conmunal canpaign

to ensure that its candidate, Ong
Tee Keat, would retain the Ampang
Jaya seat for the Barisan. Since the
previ ous Menmber of Parlianent for
the constituency was also fromthe
MCA, the party argued that Ong,s
def eat woul d spell doom for
Chinese political representation in
the Barisan. The MCA urged the
Chinese to rally around the party
to protect Chinese rights from
further encroachnent by a

dom nant WMal ay | eadership. The

Chi nese, the MCA argued, should
vote a Chinese

The MCAi s nobilisation of com

a al sentinments may be one of

e main reasons why the Barisan
candi dat e obt ai ned such a high
percent age of Chinese votes. It is
estimated that Ong may have
garnered some 80 to 85 per cent of
the Chinese votes cast conpared to
10 to 15 per cent for Harun

Six, it was not just the MCA

that was conmunal ; Senangat 46

al so adopted a very comunal
posture. Some of its |eaders called
upon the Mal ay voters who consti -
tute 68 per cent of the electorate to
vot e Harun because he is a Ml ay.
Certain PAS officials who took part
in the canpai gn added anot her

di rension to that plea. Mislinmns,
they said, should vote only a

b

angat| s Harun

Muslim It is wong - according to
PASi s interpretation of Islanic
teachings - for Muslins to vote a
non- Musli minto power.

Though this sectarian twist to

I sl ami ¢ universalismhad somne
inmpact, it failed to help Harun
obt ai n overwhel mi ng endor senent
fromthe Malay (Muslin) electo-
rate. It is estimated that some 40
per cent of the Ml ays who voted
still chose Ong while Harun may
have got nost of the remaining
votes. Equally significant, the
Mal ay/ | sl am ¢ enphasis on the part
of Semangat 46 alienated sone of
the Chinese and Indian voters who
were 'sitting on the fencei

Seven, if communal nanipul a-

tion sank to a new depth in Am
pang Jaya, political bribery,
political thuggery and politica
trickery descended to its | owest

| evel ever in the by-election
Ampang Jaya squatters who for

ages had been deni ed Tenporary
Qccupancy Licences (TOL) were

best owed at once with these | ega
ri ghts. Generous adjustnents were
nmade to the nmonthly instal nents of



| ow- cost house owners in certain
housi ng schermes.

VWile all sorts of inducements

were offered, the Barisan al so
resorted to intimdation to win
votes. Thugs were stationed outside
5

certai n kanmpungs to prevent

Semangat 46 canpai gners from
approachi ng voters.” Qher strong-
armtactics - including the threat
of transfers and dismssal fromx
enpl oyment - were al so used to
coerce voters into supporting the
Bari san. When thuggery did not

have the desired effect, the ruling
Coalition, it is alleged, sought to
mani pul ate electoral rolls. There is
no doubt that bribery, thuggery

and trickery conbined influenced

to sone extent, the eventua

el ectoral outcone.

Ei ght, the Barisanis nedia pro-
paganda al so had sone inpact.

More than in any of the other
recent by-el ections, the major
dailies, radio and tel evision were
harnessed to the hilt to secure the
Bari san candi dateis victory. Tele-
vision in particular which has an
extra-ordi nary presence in an urban
constituency |ike Arpang Jaya was
used _ or rather abused - without
any consideration for fairness or
honesty. Be that as it nmay, abuse of
power, though pervasive, was not
the maj or cause of the Barisan
triunph.

The above reasons apart, we

nust al so give due weight to certain
ot her factors. Since the Barisanis
i gnom nous defeat in the Johor

Baru by-el ection of 25 August

1988, the Mahathir |eadership - in
the cosnetic sense at |east - has
been trying to give the inpression
that it is nore accommopdative, |ess
arrogant, |ess haughty than it was
before. There is an attenpt to
appear |ess authoritarian and nore
denocratic. O the 5 Supreme

Court Judges suspended in July
1988, 3 were restored to the bench
In the Kel antan public service
transfers controversy of Decenber
1988, the Mahathir government, in
the end, adopted a conciliatory,
rather than a conftontational
attitude. This paved the way for a
solution of sorts. Perhaps, if the
controversy had happened before

25 August 1988, the gover nnent

may have been inclined to display
its mght and power.

It isinits handling of the UMO
crisis after 25 August that this new
attitude becones even nore
apparent. The Mahat hir | eadership
has opened the doors of UWNO



Batu to all and sundry - including
Tengku Razal ei gh and ot her | eaders
of Semangat 46. Dr Mahathir has
offered to talk ,to Razal ei gh and
fornmer Deputy Prinme Mnister,

Datuk Musa Hitam |n October

1988, he invited the two to join
hi s Cabi net as m nisters without
portfolio. Shortly after that, Dr
Mahat hir asked some of the other
Senangat | eaders elected in the
1987 UMNO el ection to join the
partyis Suprene Council. And, in

m d- January 1989, Dr Mahathir
accepted the 6-point resolution of
the Johor Malay Unity Congress.

The resol ution, anong ot her things,
calls for the restoration of the origi-
nal UWMNO Constitution - a ngjor
contention of the Semangat 46

group - and the reinstatenent of
branch and divisional commttees
whi ch had hel d power in UWNO
before the party was decl ared
illegal. The resolution however, has
yet to be inplenmented fully, even
within the State of Johor.

Though it can be argued that

nost of the changes in attitude
shown by the present |eadership
are, in sonme ways, superficial and
do not affect the essence of Maha-
thiris power over the party and the
government, it is undeniably true
that they had sone inmpact upon

the electorate in Anpang Jaya.

A section of the Malay voters in
particular felt that the Mhathir

| eadership was willing to conpro-
mse, to give in to the denands of
the Semangat 46 group. This per-
ception of the relationship between
the Mahathir | eadership and
Semangat 46 worked to the detri-
ment of the latter.

Thi s perception of the Mahathir

| eadershi p may al so have been in-
fluenced by yet another factor.

| ssues such as the sacking of the
Lord President and the conti nuing
detention of a nunber of public
epersonalities which were crucial in
the Johor Baru by-el ection, had
receded into the background by the
time the Ampang Jaya contest took
pl ace. Al so, alnopst all the I SA
det ai nees who were in jail in August
1988 were out by January 1989. In
the course of the Anpang Jaya by-

el ection, for instance, two batches
of detai hees were rel eased For an

i electorate,

and; indeed for a

popul ace, which | acks a devel oped
political consciousness, events that
have happened and cannot be

changed (like Tun Sallehis disms-
sal) cease to have any significance
after a while. There is a tendency to
adj ust easily and quickly to the
new situation, however great the



injustice in the preceding episode.

- Likewise, it is the nere fact that a
det ai nee has been rel eased ,that
counts. Whether his tifreedomi

with all the restrictions it carries
with it, means anything or not is

of little consequence to nost

Mal aysi an voters. Nor are they

bot hered by the continued exis-
tence of a repressive law like the
Internal Security Act (ISA)

One suspects that the Anpang

Jaya voters - |ike an inportant
section of the Ml aysian public -
had al so becone sonewhat weary

of the protracted conflict between
UWNO Baru and Semangat 46.

G ven the apparent concessions

that UMNO Baru had rmade to

Semangat 46, a sizeabl e numnber

of Malay voters in Anpang Jaya

were inclined to blame Tengku
Razal ei gh and his friends for per-
petuating the conflict.

I ndeed, it can be argued that

there was even a desire anong the
voters for a conflict-free situation
which would then result in rapid
econom ¢ devel opnent. When such

a nood prevails, it is often the
Barisan, as the ruling Coalition with
its well-worn pledge to ensure

devel opnent that reaps the benefit.

I f anything, the economc

recovery of the | ast few nonths

al so hel ped the Barisan candi date.
For many of the voters. both

Mal ay and non- Mal ay, the recovery
has been a boost to their businesses.
It has, in sone instances, opened up
new j ob opportunities.

Wiile all these and ot her reasons
may explain the Barisan victory

we cannot ignore an equall ylmpor
tant fact: that in spite of every-
thing the Semangat 46 candi date

Dat uk Harun 1dris nanaged to

secure 19,469 votes to Ongis

23,719 votes. There mnust be

various explanationslfor this cre-

di t abl e showi ng by Dat uk Harun

To what extent is his SUpport a

6

mani festation of a protest e:

within a constantly evolving _

urban pohtieal culture? This!

thenme we hope to explore in

future.

Concl usi ons

For the tine being we can

establish certain conclusions which .
help to refute various distortions ,
of the Ampang Jaya by-el ection.
One, the Barisan victory was not f
a victory for non-conmunal politics
or multi-ethnic harnmony. As we
have shown, the Barisan and
Semangat were unashanedly com
munal in their canpaign.

Two, contrary to certain

anal yses in the governnent-



controlled dailies, it is obvious
Semangat obt ai ned nore of

Mal ay. votes cast than the Barisan
1lv

Three, this shows, in a sense,1 1
that Malay political sentinent in
Ampang Jaya, and perhaps certain
other places is still divided between t
UWNO Barn and Semangat 46.

Four, in Anpang Jaya, as in

Parit Raja, it appears that it was "1 V
the Chinese vote that secured the

Bari sanis victory.

way, the Chinese of Anpang Jaya

had saved Mahathir and his UWNO

)

i

In an indirect - 1

Baru, for a defeat for himand his , 5
party woul d have spelt doom It |,
woul d have revealed that it is not 3 "
just in Johor that Mahathiris
credibility is gone. Even sone of

his own supporters woul d have

begun to doubt his ability to 19.

UWNO and the Ml ays. Just

the Chinese voters hel ped UWMNO

to establish a degree of legitinmacy
within the Malay communit’y, s0O

the Malay voters hel ped the MCA 1

to prove to one and all that it is f.

still a viable political party
Five, the

by el ection

also :1

showed that while the Semangat’ z
46 initiated inter-ethnic coalition )1 ;
has some strength, it is still un- "
certain whether it will survive in (lg
the long run WIl Semangat 46 Q

itself lose steamafter its Anpang
Jaya defeat and ot her recent

political devel opments? WIIl the’
proposed coalition be rendered
irrelevant in a rapidly changing,
highly fluid political situation? "
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DO TO OTHERS

. atuk . Harun Idris, the

D. Semangat 46 candi dat e

who was defeated in the

Ampang Jaya by-el ection recent-

Iy, has conpl ai ned about the dirty
tactics of the Barisan Nasiona
(BN). A nunber of other Seman-

gat ,46 leaders like Datuk Rais
Yatim Datin Paduka Rahmah O h-

man, Marina Yusuf, Datuk Suhaim
Kamar uddi n and Dat uk Zai na

Abi din Zin have all condemmed the
BN for abusing and misusing its
power in the by-election. After the
Parit Raja by-election in COctober

| ast year, the BN al so cane under
fire for using unscrupul ous net hods
to secure its victory.

Semangat i46 | eaders allege that

th N has introduced a ubudaya

3" ngll (gangster culture) into

the el ectoral process. In both Parit
Raj a and Anpang Jaya, gangs of
youths, often armed with parangs,

t has been suggested, tried to stop
Semangat i46 canpai gners from
:ntering certain kampungs. In

neang Jaya, sone Wanita UWNO
nenbers are also reported to have
esorted to this tactic to instill fear
n their opponents. Hordes of

"out hs on notorcycles were al so

i mpl oyed to disrupt ceramahs of

he Senangat 46 group

Squatters were threatened with

he wit hdrawal of their tenporary

i ccupancy licences ,(TOLs) while
esidents of lowcost flats, it is
Il eged, were told that water and
electricity rates woul d be ingreased
arbitrarily if they supported Harun
Idris. In other instances, voters
were ilbribedl |l with prom ses of
new housi ng schemes, new school s,
new clinics, new roads. On-the-
spot allocations for devel opnment
projects were nade by Federa

M nisters and the Sel angor Mentri
Besar. Indeed, even the salaries of
Imans and Kadis in the State were
rai sed automatically in order to win
their support!

On polling day itself, an unusual -
Iy Iarge nunber of voters were
shocked to discover that their
nanes were not on the electora
rolls. These were people who had
voted in the 1986 general election
and in previous elections. This has



happened before and opposition
parties have often | odged forma
protests with the El ection Com

m ssion. However, this time the
magni t ude i nvol ved was sinmply

st aggeri ng.

It is all this blackmail, bribery,
mani pul ati on and outright cheating
whi ch has angered the Semangat

| 46 | eadership. Their anger is jus-
tified. The BN undoubtedly played
dirty in Parit Raja and Anpang

Jaya - dirtier perhaps than in

previ ous by-el ections and general

el ecti ons.

And yet one wonders whet her

the Semangat i46 | eaders , of al
people - have any right to com
pl ai n. For nost, though not all, of
7

dirty tactics in Arpang Jaye by-el ection
the dirty tactics that they now
condemn, were in vogue when the
Senangat i46 | eaders were al so part
of the BN. In fact, a nunmber of the
Semangat | eaders were actively
involved in plotting and executing
vile, vicious canpaign strategies
agai nst opposition parties |ike PAS,
the DAP and PSRM In other

wor ds, they had enpl oyed nost of
the dirty tactics which are directed
at themtoday, against the politica
opposition at sonme point or other

in the past. Qthers (in actual fact,
their former 'conrades-in-arm are
doing to them what they have done
to others.

As long as they were all in power
together, it did not really matter
that opposition parties had to
suffer at their hands. Wat did it
matter when others were the

victims of dirty tricks and filthy
bri bes? Now of course everything
has changed. The Senmmngat i 46

| eaders are disgusted by the coarse-
ness and rcrudeness of the ruling
Bl e canpai gn nmet hods. They are
noral |y outraged _ because they

are at the receiving end. They are

j ust beginning to experience what

ot hers have experienced all along.
Per haps Senangat |46 | eaders

should reflect a little on their new
experience. They will realise that
there is more than a ray of w sdom
in that golden rule of life: Do not
do to others what you do not want

QO hers 10 do to you. O
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THE BANK

NEGARA FRAUD

3 far as financial scandals go,

A 1989 seens to be no diffe-

rent from previous years.

W seemto have started the new

year on a bad footing with the
recent $22.2 mllion Bank Negara
fraud. Com ng as it does together
with the Cooperative Central Bank
(CCB) case, it is just the latest in
the series of financial scandals that
has rocked this nation in the |ast
few years. Readers woul d of course
be able to recollect the nore

i mportant ones such as the Bank
Rakyat case in the mid-1970s, the
BMF i ssue, the transfer of owner-
ship in UMBC i nvol ving the current

Fi nance M nister and his famly, the
Mam nco affair, the EPF-

Makuwasa scandal, the Pan-El saga
whi ch sent the then MCA | eader

Tan | Koon Swan to jail in Singa-
pore and the col |l apse and/ or near
col | apse of nmany cooperative

fi nance companies due to m s-
managenent and corrupt practices.

A nunber of these deposit-taking
cooperatives (DTCs) were effective-
ly controlled and (m s)nanaged by

| eaders fromthe component parties
of the Barisan Nasional. The
col l apse of the DTCs resulted in
mllions of ordinary Ml aysi ans

| osing much of their life-savings. As
aresult of all these financia
scandal s, the Ml aysi an public has
lost billions of ringgit while a few
unscrupul ous politicians and their
busi ness associ at es have anmassed
huge fortunes.

G ven this string of scandals, we
woul d have expected inportant
institutions |ike Bank Negara and
Bank Bum putra to have been nore
vigilant and to have exercised
greater prudence in their opera-
tions. So it comes as a great shock
to many Mal aysians that fraud is
taking place in the very institution
that is supposed to be the watch-
dog of all other financial institu-
tions. From press reports the basic
facts of the case appears to be as
follows. Sonetime in July 1988,

Bank Si npanan Nasi onal (BSN)

sent in $22.2 mllion to Bank

Negara Mal aysia (BNM for the

pur pose of purchasi ng gover nnent
securities. Its application was un-
successful. Before the noney could
be returned to Bank Sinpanan, a

Har un

clerk in Bank Negara,

Bank Negara: lacking in vigilance and prudence
O hman, forged sone documents

and transfered the $22.2 nmillion to
a private account at the head 0



of Bank Bumi putra Ml ay t

Berhad (BBMB). Fromthere, the
amount was transfered to anot her
private account at the Dayabun
branch of BBMB. This account was
operated by a | awer Che Man bin
Che Mud. The entire sum of $22.2
mllion was then taken out by Che
Man fromthis account in five wth-
drawal s during August 1988. Mean-
whi | e, Bank Negara and Bank

Si npanan were blissfully unaware

of this massive fraud until Bank r
Si npanan deci ded to submt

anot her bid to purchase govern-
ment securities in Cctober 1988. 1t ;
was then that the fraud was dis-



covered. By then the perpetrators
of the crime had left the country.
As usual the Ml aysian public was
the last to know about this affair,
when press reports about this case
started appearing during early
January 1989.

It appears that all three financia
institutions involved in the fraud
have very ineffective accounting
and financial control systens. In
the case of Bank Negara, it is hard
to believe that one clerk could have
forged docunents to transfer the
$22.2 million out to a private
account at Bank Bum putra. The
internal control systemthat is in
pl ace nust be extrenmely lax to
allow this to happen. This is a
direct result’ of poor and i ncom

n tent managenent. In the |ast few
9m Bank Negara has been issuing
atroni sing statenents chiding

other fmancial institutions for their
poor financial controls and credit
management. Yet its own house

does not seemto be in order. As a
result of this affair, its credibility in
managi ng others failed and ailing
financial institutions is at stake.
As far as Bank Bumiputra is
concerned, we find it extrenely
surprising that such a huge sum of
$22.2 million could have been

wi t hdrawn in cash over five

occasi ons without raising any
suspi ci on. When an ordinary

account hol der wants to withdraw
the princely sumof, say, a thou-
;and ringgit, the bank makes him or
let wait for sonetinme while the

ir umand the docunents are

d(ed and doubl e checked before

he cash is given out. But five
vithdrawal s of about $4.4 nillion
;ach time over a short period of |ess
han a nonth did not ring any

larm bel |l at the Dayabum branch

wf Bank Bumi putra. There are three
tossi bl e reasons for this |ack of
igilance. One, it could have been
ol | usi on between Che Man and

:nior officials of the branch. Two,
i could have been due to totally

| compet ent managenent at al

tvel s within BBMBi s Dayabumi

ranch. Three, it must have been
10b 3 common practice . for

:count holders at this branch to
:posit and withdraw mllions of
nggit in cash each time that Che
Mani s wit hdrawal of $22.2 million
in cash was not an extraordi nary
event at all as far as this branch was
concer ned; perhaps there are many
accounts containing’ slush funds in
this branch! One woul d have

t hought that Bank Bum putra

woul d have cl eaned: up its act and
instituted effective financia
controls after having been defraud-



ed of nore than two billion ringgit
in the BMF scandal. But it does not
seemto have |earnt any | essons.
In press reports about this fraud,
attention has been largely focused
on the conduct of Bank Negara and
Bank Bum putra. However, Bank
Si npanan Nasi onal (BSN) is not
free fromblane either. It submt-
ted a bid of $22.2 million for
government securities in July 1988
and found out that it was un-
successful only four nmonths later in
Cct ober 1988. When an ordinary
i ndi vi dual applies for new i ssues of
shares involving only a few thou-
sand ringgit, he or she is usually
very anxi ous to know t he outcome

of the application; if it is unsuccess-
ful, he or she would ensure that the
noney i s refunded as soon as
possible. In this case, there appears
to have been no such anxiety on
the part of Bank Sinmpanan since no
one fromthere ever bothered to
check with Bank Negara about its
$22.2 million bid for four nonths.
During these four nonths, the
$22.2 mllion could have earned
between three to five hundred
thousand ringgit for Bank Sinpa-
nan if it had been invested el se-
where. This | apse indicates that
Bank Si npanan nmanagenent is in-
ept and i nconpetent.
Depositors in Bank Sinpanan
have been assured by Bank Negara
that the $22.2 nmillion has been
returned to Bank Sinmpanan which
i mplies that Bank Negara has
absorbed all the | osses. Thus, in the
end, the real |osers are the tax-
payers because these | osses, just as
all other |osses that arose from
earlier financial scandals, are borne
by them col |l ectively.
What can be done about this
fraud? First, there should be a
public inquiry about the whole
matter. It is inportant that all the
three institutions which are directly
9
or indirectly owned and controll ed
by the State, be accountable and be
seen to be accountable to the
citizens at |arge who have subsi dis-
ed the | osses that have occurred;
Public scrutiny of their operations
wi Il make them nore prudent and
careful .
Secondl y, existing interna
control systems in all three institu-
tions nmust be strengthened. An
advantage of the public inquiry is
that it may bring to |ight other
weaknesses in the control system
whi ch al so should be renedi ed as
soon as possible. This wll
definitely reduce the possibility of
such frauds occuring in the future.
Thirdly, no effort nust be



spared to apprehend and punish

those responsible for the crine. In
addition to the actual perpetrators
of this crinme, it is also inmportant
for senior officials in these institu-
tions, whose inconpetence all owed
this fraud to occur, to accept some
responsibility for the event and
take appropriate action. This is one
area where we shoul d heed Dr

Mahat hiris advice to | ook east at
Japan and Korea. In particular, the
CGovernor of Bank Negara shoul d
resign fromhis job for allow ng
this fraud to happen at his bank
This will restore to Bank Negara
sone of its lost credibility. In the
past few weeks, both the Education
M ni ster Enci k Anwar | brahi m and

the Vi ce-Chancellor of University

of Mal aya Professor Syed Hussein

Al at as have been alleging that the
Mal aysi an public does not have a
strong noral revul sion agai nst
corruption and that this is one of
the causes for corruption in this
country. If the authorities are really
interested in setting the noral tone
for society at large, then action on
elites who have acted irresponsibly
woul d hel p. In fact, the absence of
a sense of shame anpbng our elites is
a nore inmportant cause for corrupn
tion in this country. So perhaps,
the Education Mnister who is the
Chai rman of a Cabinet Committee

On Mal practices can persuade the
CGovernor of Bank Negara to set the
ri ght exanple by resigning fromhis
job. 0O

S. SUBRAMANI AM
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HAK ASASI MANUSI A

MALAYSI A

ej ak kebel akangan i ni, undang-

undang | SA di gunakan unt uk

kesal ahan yang di |uar tujuan

sebenar penbent ukan | SA. Kanun
Jenayah (Penal Code) dan Kanun
Prosedur Jenayah (Crinminal Law
Procedure Code) sudah tidak di gunakan
untuk j enayah yang sepatutnya di guna-
kan ke atas nereka yang ditahan.
Ker aj aan nampaknya mahu senang dal am
menbuat kerja. Jika | SA di gunakan,
tanpa bukti yang kukuh pun bol eh

di tahan juga. Yang perlu, Menteri Hal-
Ehwal Dal am Negeri berpuas hati
bahawa orang yang ingin ditahan itu
akan, telah atau nungki n nel akukan
sesuat u yang mengancam kesel amat an
negara. Maka | SA tel ah dijadi kan senjata
politik.

Hak Asasi Manusi a harus di perjuang-
kan ol eh semua. Apa yang nenarik
sekarang, bila menperjuangkan hak asas
senmua pi hak bersatu tanpa nmengira
kaum | nilah yang kita nahu. Senangat
bersat u dat angnya dali hati bukan dari
kenpen- kempen ker aj aan yang nem
bazir. Hendaknya Hak Asasi yang
dijam n di dal am petl| enbagaan ti dak
di beri dengan tangan kanan tetap

di anbi | pul a dengan tangan kiri. Rakyat
mahu keraj aan nmenj ami n hak asas
manusi a di Mal aysi a.

Snake

Law Schoo

| TM Shah Al am

suggest that it |ooks at the Minicipa
Ptesident’s office first.

He and his personal secretary are
occupyi ng space sufficient for a
dozen senior officers or 50 clerks.
The office has plush wall-to-wal
wpeting, ltalian designer furniture
and top-of-the line toilet fittings

i ncl udi ng a | ongbat h.

Al doors within the office

i ncluding the one leading to the
toil et axe el aborately wed hard-
wood panel doors with expensive

| ocksets.

Throw in a bed and you can riva

the royal /presidential suite of a
four-star hotel.

The Chief Mnisteris office seens
spartan when conpared with the
Muni ci pal President’s.

Next check out the Councills
departments: in one departnent

the area used for storing files and
filing cabinets is fully carpetted.
Not only is there a wanton waste



of funds, the fire hazard rating is
greatly increased.

If Council officials wish to

wal low in luxury to inspire awe in

all visitors, please spend your own
noney and not ratepayexsl funds!

Chel vanphan

Penang

a

THANK YOU SEMANGAT

46

he peopl e of Anpang Jaya

Parliamentary Constituency have
WALLOW NG | N LUXURY TSPORW MY Silent Prayer
Star dated 14 January, 1989 on

the Penang Municipal Councilis

special conmmittee to study ways to
Irefer to 8.8. Lims report in The

i ncrease revenue and cut expendi -

ture.

if the commttee is really

serious about doing a good job,

been answered. But then this is the
essence of denocracy. The mgjority
deci si on nust be respected.

As a concerned citizen who has

foll owed the canpai gn cl osely through
the one-sided and biased reporting in the
English daily nouthpieces, | feel that
sonme di sturbing questions need to be
answered. ’

In a denocracy (which Ml aysi a

10

1

- claim to be), who is nore inportant:
the candidate or the party? Datuk H ' 1]
who was the prime target for nuch
character anmsination may have a back
pound whi ch | eaves much to be deduct.
However, if | had been a vote! there
woul d have voted for him As our

bel oved Tunku sai d, he synbolia’ ed our
hope for a change and provided a chance
to show the ruling elite that there were
ordi nary rakyat who were not m

with the direction our country in

W11l the nomentum towards an alterna-
tive to the Barinn continue in spite 0!.
this set-back? | amno political andyu
but the I arge number of votes garnered
by Dat uk Harun does show that an
alternative to the Barisan can emnerge
provi ded the parties concerned are not
maki ng use of each other for their own
notives. | sincerely hope the ptopoaed
coalition will materialiae. Then naybe
those instances of abuse of power that
we have seen in recent years will not be
repeat ed

if nothing el se, we nkyat have .

to thank the Semath ' 46 grou

there are indications that the ruling elite!
are beginning to be nore responsive to
the ordinary rakyatls aspirations.

Loyal Chinese Ml aysi a

Penang

THE NEW CURRI CULUM

F ORF ORMI| STUDENTS

"What is this life if full of care

W have no tine to stand and stare;

No tine to stand beneath the bough

has not



and stare as | ong as sheep or cow,

No tine to see when woods we pay, -
VWere squirrels hide their nut: in
grass. "

St ew

ecently nmy daughter was admit-

ted to Form 1 at the Convent

Bukit Nanas, Kual a Lumpur. Al

of * this week the school has started

i npl enenting the new curricul um ex-
pounded by the M nister of Education
recently. ,

On Mondays, Tuesdays and Thunj -

days my daughter is requited to attend
school from9.30 am to participate in
the new curriculum Yesterday (Mon.
16/1/89) they did "eonmrerce’i and!

the "living skills" programre. What il’'to
follow | do not know. Her reguhr school
hours are from1.30 pm to 6.30 lel-
with a later start on Fridays.

As neither ny wife not | was able to
take her to school at about 9.00 am
yesterday she had to go by the en!!!
norni ng "Bas Sekol ah" whi ch | eaveanl
area at 7.00 am Yesterday she spengg .
hours away from hone and on

1?) -



return had to do sonme honewor k whi ch
took about an hour. After dinner she
went to bed exhausted’ at 9.00 pm This
norni ng she was due to have repeated

the process but she just could not wake
up at 6.00 am to catch the early bus.
Luckily ny wife was able to send her to
school at 9.00 am today.

1 am afraid neither ny daughter nor

ny wife can take this in the long run
Could the authorities responsible for the
change in the school curricul um pl ease
expl ain what the new arrangenent is
designed for? What are we, trying to
make out of our school -going children -_
wel | -rounded i ndi vi dual s capabl e of hol d-
ing their owmn in this world or super-

bei ngs for sone i magi ned future superior
role?’

There are other physical short-

comngs in the systemtoo. Schools do
not have adequate facilities. Oherw se
there woul d be no afternoon session
Canteens do not provide sufficiently

J nced or nutritious neals. Nor do

" cater for all ethnic dietary peculari-
ties. Even if they did how many parents
can afford to give each child up to $3

a day to ensure they have enough to eat
and drink during 12 hours at school ?
Taki ng food from home is al so not
possible as firstly it has to be prepared
too early and secondly the children have
nowhere safe to leave it till required.
The M nister of Education has drawn
parallels with the systens in other
countries while defending our new
system Can he honestly say that in
those countries too children spend the
sanme | ong hours at school ?

In countries where children have to

stay at school over a nmjor neal tine
such as lunch, a substantial meal at a
subsi di sed cost is provided by the
authorities. WIIl this happen here?

The Honourable M nister has al so
suggest ed 46 schooling hours a week. At
work ny col |l eagues and | protest after
40 hours. To whom do we now turn

W our children are affected? Going

"y childis experience she will be
spendi ng about 60 hours a week away
fromhome purportedly at school _ if

so, where is the tine for her leisure
pursuits? Canlt she just "stand and
stareii sone of the tine!

I call on all you parents out there
who are simlarly affected as | amto
join ne in opposing the new system
Please wite in before it is too late.
A Concer ned Parent

K ual a Lumpur

VWE PRAY F OR YQU

| Mahathir, we pray for you.

You are ill now. But you are
getting better. W, the sinple
peopl e, hope you'll now ponder on al

that has happened in the eight years you
have been PM There is alot of wong
you have done to i nnocent people. You
| ocked up innocent people. You sacked



i nnocent Judges. You purged UWMNO of

your opponents. You destroyed the
l'ivelihood of those who were not on

your side. You have al so hurt people

with your communal renmarks. That is a
great sin.

But God is all-forgiving. He has given
you anot her chance. Datuk Seri Dr

Mahat hir, pl ease repent, repent for your
sake and the sake of all Ml aysi ans.
Reppnt and be good.

An Ex- Mahat hir supporter

Pet al i ng Jaya

DEMOCRACY

VS

DEVELOPMENT?

hat ever the outcome of the

Ampang Jaya by-el ection,

one thing at least is crysta

clear - Malaysian politics will never be
the sane again.

As the rakyat becones politically

mature and aware of the issues facing the
nati on, we see a gradual shift away from
i ssues of a communal or racial nature. O
course, we will find a handful of die-hard
politicians doing their best to keep the
old order of racial politicking alive. This
is to be expected but they will not be
able to resist the trend towards a nulti -
raci al approach in facing the various

i ssues. For instance, the rakyat is aware
that the OSAis bad law, the ISAis
outrightly obnoxi ous, and the enascul a-
tion of the judiciary, downright

di sgraceful . Therefore, it conmes as no
surprise that these are shaping up as the
crucial issues in the forthcom ng genera
el ections. t

The peopl e desire greater denocracy,
freedomand justice. It is our politicians
who have been left straggling way

behi nd. Caught up as they are in their
guest to preserve or gain power, they
have little time or interest in denocratic
i deal s. For exanple, the I SA for these
politicians is a pretty useful piece of

| egi sl ati on which night cone in handy

to nip critics and rivals whenever they
feel their power base is being threatened.
Little does it matter that this nasty
busi ness of detaining people wthout

trial violates a fundamental principle of
the UN Decl arati on on Hunman Ri ghts.

The rakyat can no | onger be treated

as juveniles to be spoonfed by the

M nistry of Information and ot her
politicians. They know when their rights
are being threatened. That is why the
conmi ng general elections will undoubted-
|y see some nonentous changes in
parliamentary representati on. One hopes
11

that our MPs will be able to live up to
the chal | enges ahead. No | onger can the
peopl e be fooled with prom ses of

materi al "devel opment™ in their areas.
This iidevel opnent” is their basic right
anyway, irrespective of which party their
MP m ght bel ong to.

G eater issues face our nation. There



is no point in beconming an NICif the
rakyat is going to be oppressed, their
creative talents stifled and their intel-
| ectual growth stunted. Only when we
have a society that is free and which

all ows human rights to flourish, can we
achi eve soci oeconomic justice for all our
citizens because human dignity woul d
then be upheld in all strata of society.
Contrary to what Singaporeis M Lee

Kuan Yew woul d have us believe, we do

not have to make an agoni sing choice

bet ween GNP growth and true

denocracy in our |land. Let us show the
worl d we can have our cake and eat it!

Hi dup Denvokr asi !

Butterworth

KI LL RUMOURS

TELL THE TRUTH

certai n governnment |eaders

nane has been linked to a

certain incident at the end of

| ast year which resulted in sonmeone’s
death. There are all sorts of rumours
goi ng around about this |eader and the
incident. It is believed that the Police is
i nvestigating the incident.

If investigations are being carried out,
there should be a full statenent fromthe
Police to that effect. The Police, owe
this to the people. It is wong to hide the
truth fromthe public.

Public accountability woul d have no
nmeaning if inportant information
concerning inportant persons and

i mportant events is kept under w aps.

Let the people know what really

happened. Qtherw se theyill be forced to
bel i eve the rumours which are rampant.

Kill rumours! Tell the truth!
Abdul Shukor b Abd Rahman

Al or Set ar

THE CURRENT

GOVERNVENT

It is truly unfortunate that nany

el ected | eaders have forgotten that

they are not actually the tirea

bosses" of the country but are nerely
servants, given the mandate and privil ege



to serve the people who put theminto
public office. They seemto have the rms-
ooneeption that once they have gotten
their authority, the el ectorate suddenly
becorme their tlittle insignificant follow
ers’ who shoul d accept their every whim
and fancy so as not to cause 'instability
in the country".

Let "us illustrate and prove to you

how m sgui ded our el ected | eaders are:
When a people elects its government, it
is somewhat |ike an enployer hiring his
chauf f eur.

Just because the chauffeur has been

given the right and duty to take charge
of the linousine, it does not for a single
nmoment mean that he has becone the

boss. It is the same with el ected govern-
ment | eaders. Just because they have

been put into their respective positions,
it does not nmean that they have becone
the ilords and masters or even igods’

that nust be worshi pped, appeased and
obeyed faithfully.

.Visualise howridiculous it is when

the enployer tells the driver to take him
to destination A and the latter insists on
driving to destination B. And to top it
off, the driver tells the enployer that he
is being taken to destination B for his
own good!

So what can the enployer do as he is
being driven to point B against his will?
| magi ne how absurd it woul d be when

the enployer starts to protest and the
chauffeur tells himto sit back and shut
up or else the car may run out of contro
and finally crash. The simlarity is un-
deni abl e; there are sone people in our
government who are constantly trying to
frighten the rakyat by saying that
opposing or differing views will only
cause disunity and chaos which wll
eventual ly bring the destruction of our
bel oved country. Undoubtedly the above
par abl e does sound sinple and a little
extreme. However, we all know how true
the gist of the natter is.

Renenber then dear Mal aysi ans t hat

we the people are the REAL bosses, not
those el ected persons. W nust refuse to
be continuously intimdated and brain-
washed by those power-erazy and

egoi stic servants/representatives of ours.
Anot her irksone attitude of our
government is that it seens to think that
just because the countryis infrastructure
is being inproved or nore investors are
pouring funds into our econony or

Prot on Sagas are bei ng nanufactured

etc, the people should and nust reel ect
them for yet another term of offne.

Tell me why shoul d they expect such
athing? Isn't it every governnentis duty
to serve the country and the people? If a
coupl e wants to have children. isnit it
their duty and responsibility to bring up
their children, clothe them feed them
and educate then? So in the sane

manner, if a group of people wants to be
the governnment. isnit it their duty and



responsibility to take care of the nation
and her peopl e?

Therefore. dear friends, we should

not judge the efforts and perfornmance of
the (current) governnent by count-

i ng how nany hhhways or touri st

resorts or | ow eost houses or factories
have been built. Instead ask yoursel ves,
inter alts, these questions:

a) How efficient (cekap) has it been in
dealing with day-to-day affairs?

b) How clean (bersih) were all their
deal i ngs? Were there any (suspected)
scandal eover-ups? Were there any

hi ghl y questionabl e contracts nmade?

c) How trustworthy (amanah) has it
been? Has it kept, as far as possible,
all its promses or has it been giving
unaccount abl e | ane excuses to

justify its inactions?

d) How accountable was it when using
public funds and resources?

Renenmber the North-South Hi ghway

deal or the Skyhawks and the recent
$4.6 bil. weapons deal

e) How fair has its actions been? O her
than the issue of the conposition of
the two tribunals, it is also crucial to
ask whether all the policies and | aws
that were made had been fair to al

the different ethnic and religious

gr oups.

f) How denmpcratic do you personally
think it has been? Was their form of
denocracy just |ip-service or other-

wi se?

g) How responsi ble was it? W were

the ones who contributed to the | ack

of quorum during parlianentary

neetings w thout good reasons?

h) How about the question of abuse of
mass medi a?

i) What about the possible abuse of

soci al /political status for persona
profiteering?

j) How effective has its policies been in
contributing to national unity in our
plural society? The question of being
unappreci ati ve of the governnent’s
"certain good policies does not arise
here. To be ungrateful of the good
changes that have been brought by it
woul d mean that we are blind, un-
reasonabl e and w ong,

However. to be thankful for certain

thi ngs does not nean a total and un-
guestioning loyalty to the existing
regi nme.

The Wat chman

Kual a Lunpur

THE ARTERI ES OF

OUR SPIRIT

ere is a story fromthe Austra-

Iian bush. A Pack of kangaroos

sat in council one day, attenpt-

12

ng to unravel the oompbxlties or as

l aw. A young ambitious joey who bind;
to wine and dine in the conpany of -
pretty femal e kangaroos turned the
whol e del i berstbns into a vicious attack



upon a revered ol d oouncil br who, he

al l eged, had insulted the lion. The
proceedi ngs were | ong and boistetl ou

In the end the old kangaroo was not.
only expelled fromthe council but also
excomuni cated fromthe head. As the
ol d marsuphl, grey with the w sdom of
years and sober |iving, hopped sway
lanely to a lonely retreat far fromthe
maddeni ng herd, he was net by an ow
naned CR, as old as he was. "Ah, you
are not the first to discover that here in
the bush the LAWis not an ass but |
kangaroo," said CR "But don’t be
despondent. The Almghty will Vindicate
His justice and rout the evil-doers".
Not hing sim lar should occur in

Mal aysia. To this end we must prevent
the chol esterol of vain

anmbi ’

debauchery and fal sehood fromc

the arteries of our spirit. Thus trust
CGod and acknow edgerment of our own

frailties will help us to strive after al
that is noble and truthful

EUREKA

Kl an:

Ask her about safety rules

UNI ON?

G 0 to an area where many el ec-

tronics factory girls live, and

get to know one of them Ask

her about safety rules, and ask her where
she woul d conpl ai n about any heal t hy.

gri evance or anything about workers’,
rights. Unless the working girl belongs to;
an unioni zed factory, she is likely to belt
poorly informed about the health;
ELECTRONI CS WORKERS

%

hazards and workers’ rights in the

g,

a

[
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el ectroni cs industry.

VWat | amtrying to convey is, little
research has been done on the el ec-
tronics industry which is considered the
third nost dangerous industry in terms
of exposure to cancer-causi ng substances
i ke benzene, cadmi um chloroform |ead
and ’yarious acids. Besides the above
nmentioned problens in the el ectronics
i ndustry, nmany of the workers do isoope
wor k' which involves up to eight hours
of Qeering through mcroscopes. Scope
wor kers bond tiny hair-like wire strands
onto the mcro-chips. On an average they
are given a m ni mumwork quota of 800
chips per day. As a result of this, over a
period of time, these workers suffer
from di zzi ness and backache and often
they devel op eye-defects.
Grls working the night shifts from
11.30 pmto 7.30 amrun the risk of
nmass hysteria. | believe that nass
hysteria is strongly related to the
,r i nee of channels for voicing
noes. Unions can provide such an
outlet.
The problemis that the non-unionis-
ed workers have nowhere to go and
conpl ain about their safety, health and
workers’ rights. They can go to the
management, but can they be assured of
an unbi ased hearing? And besi des that,
the mpjority of the workers are not high-
|y educated and ignorant of workers
rights, especially the need for safety and
heal th regul ati ons.
However, these sort of problens in
the electronics industry and industries in
general can be solved, only after the
formati on of a national union. | do not
see any reason why a denocratic
country like ours must create obstacles
to the unionisation of workers. Wat
sort of liberalismis this? As a concerned
citizen, | would like to call upon the
| abour M nistry not to deny the
el ectroni cs workers their fundanenta
right to organi se and associ ate.

S Sundr al i ngam

Br uas

LOVE AND RESPECT F OR

OTHERS

am a trai nee teacher. | have been
wondering why the world still has

some people who seemto be fanatics.

Even in our country, the rakyat (not al

t hough) are fool ed sonetines by sone
fools. W seemto be divided by race,

| anguage, caste, class, social status,
religion, political ideologies, beliefs,
superstitions and all sorts of narrow
concepts that hinder our nation from
progressing spiritually. W should be
grateful that God bestowed on our world

a spiritual |eader like Gandhi at the tine
when our world experienced two terrible
True integration nmust take place in our hearts
X

wars. Mahatma Gandhi was a saint and

he has influenced nillions. He showed us



the way to attain peace. May the world
respect the Mahatma (great soul) and

may all politicians honour the universa
principles of peace and | ove that

Mahat ma Gandhi |ived and died for.

We can becone truly civilised if we
recogni se and practise true love. As a
Tam lian by birth, | need to know Tamil
but that does not nean | must not |earn
ot her | anguages, especially Bahasa

Mal aysi a and English. Al Ml aysi ans

must be allowed to |l earn their respective
not her -t ongues. Qur students nust be
notivated to know about oneis religion
and culture and al so the culture and
religion of others. There nust be nore
open tal ks and di scussi ons so that our
students are truly |1 AWAREi i that

Mal aysia is a nulti-racial country.

Qur young ones depend upon us for

gui dance and protection. It is very pain-
ful that there are sone parents who

teach their children to hate or dislike the
way of life of others. In fact, | have
personal ly seen and even heard our
children being taught to | ook down upon
ot hers. The governnment nust never

al |l ow t hese i subversive, elenments to
continue to grow. It is better to nipin
the bud these el enents from becoming a
jungl e of devils. Ml aysia can never
afford to face riots and every child born
in this beloved | and nust be taught to
val ue the exi stence of the various
cultures and religions practised by the
peopl e of Ml aysia. Wiy hate the way of
life of others? Sone people tend to find
fault with others when they thensel ves
have many flaws | |ove Tam| as mny

not her-tongue but | donit hate Bahasa

Mal aysi a or English or even Mandarin

W need to wear the coat or shirt that
suits us. The sane shirt can never be
used by all, different people need
different sizes of Shirts. | am Hi ndu by
birth and once |I did not | ook upon other
religions with understanding but ny
parents encouraged nme to go deeper into
Hi ndui sm and t hey nade ne realise that

as a true IHindu ', | must |ove and respect
other religions too. My spiritual teacher
hel ped ne not only to know better but

al so taught ne about other religions.

| hope our children will also learn to
respect every human bei ng because it is
13

simply our noble way to live. TRUE

| NTEGRATI ON nust take place in our

hearts and souls so that we learn to | ove
all. How can we hate a person just
because he/she is not of the sane race or
religion? The so-called integration of the
rakyat through one | anguage, one

culture, one religion, one party, etc. wll
never be able to unite Ml aysians. W al
need to be SINCERE with ourselves if

we are to grow. The political turnoil
among the Mal ays cannot be sol ved even

t hough both Team A and Team B are

Mal ays, Muslins and speak Bahasa

Mal aysia. Simlarly, intra-party fighting



is rampant in the MCA and M C. Wy do
these parties nust be divided even

t hough each of them use their own

conmon | anguage. So it is very clear that
we nust attain TRUE | NTEGRA-

TION within our hearts. As |ong as we
donit practise the universal principles as
taught by the prophets, we will not be
happy. W nust love all and learn to
live with people of different races,
religions and cul tures.

K .S

Penang

IN F ORVATI VE MONTHLY

Aliran Monthly. Your publication
enconpassess both donestic and
international affairs

In spite of the current enmascul ation

0f the mass nedia you nanage to inject
virility intoit. The inmpartiality in your
reports i s conmendabl e.

| read your article entitled tShellis
Role in Fuelling Apartheidi with

voraci ous appetite. A revealing article
such as this is worthy of publication to
enable the public to be well-informed of
the current affairs of the world. I am
happy that the information obtained is
fromauthoritative sources.

| have been a regul ar reader of your
Ahmad Fai zin b Az’ shad

Butteru zf/I



A NEW LAW NEEDED

el ections and by-el ections so nuch so
that peopl e have cone to accept the
transgressions as part and parcel of
denocr acy.

| amtal king about politicians
(especially Mnisters) going with their
cheque- books on their corrupt rounds
during an election or by-election. The
hand-outs given to the constituency is
not hi ng short of bribery. It is induce-
ment pure and sinple for the citizen's
ball ot. The practice qualifies to be
classified as a corrupt practice under any
anti-corruption | aw

The culprits are so-called iil eaders"
who nmasquer ade as people Wio are
incorruptible! This is the tragedy of the
nati on. A | eader who perpetrates this
corrupt practice during el ections
progresses to bigger and better crines
while in office. So one can understand
why our jails are full of these scoundrels
who in the first place | acked basic
norality and decency. They nerely
carried corrupt practices to arrestable
| evel s!

At least. if they distribute their own
noney, one can say that they are
suddenly noved to be generous to a

| ong- negl ected and suffering consti -
tuency. But it is the PEOPLEi s MONEY
that is distributed to them by an osten_
sible political benefactor - and the
peopl e are expected to be grateful and
vote himin!

i think that it is only peopleis power
that can put a stop to this despicable
corrupt practice. People nust reject the
party or politician who indulges in such
bribery of the el ectorate.

Better still, parlianent nust enact a

| aw forbidding allocations or grants for
constituencies during elections or by-

elections. ()nly then will nationa
probl ens and i ssues he di scussed
rationally. Qur denobcracy will be richer.

It has al ways happened in Ml aysi an

Pi sces

Penal ty

THE MALAYSI AN

ECONOWY OF 1989

he recovery of our countryis

econorny perhaps is a triunph to

nost peopl e especially those

wor ki ng in the governnent sector and
the busi nessmen. However, it is not a
bed of roses for farners, fishernen,

dai |l y-pai d workers and the | ow y-paid
enpl oyees. Wiile we have the rich in

m nd, we rust consider the poor. O her-
wi se they will becone the victinms of our
own econom ¢ system The pay-rise for
those in the governnent sector isa great
Skyhi gh prices!

birrden for the ot of the poor. The
reason | ambringing this up is that the
prices of’ goods, especially the necessi-
ties, have shot up skyhigh and in this
situation, the poor can hardly survive.
No doubt, poverty in Ml aysia cannot be



overcome totally. It is like giving bread
to the rich and the privil eged ones and
the crust to the poor. | wonder if the
government will be able to wi pe out
poverty in the long run

The Victim

Sar awak

WHERE TO SEEK THE

TRUTH

ost individuals like nyself

read as reading is a convenient

way of seeking understandi ng

and attai ning know edge. Readi ng w dely
hel ps a person in devel opi ng convictions
in matters such as sincerity and hypo-
crisy. honesty and di shonesty, w sdom
and stupidity and fairness and injustice.
Whien we read about |ocal politics of
today - the players, their words and
their actions. we (or at least I) canit help
but seriously question ourselves (nyself)
about the character and integrity of

many of the socalled political |eaders in
Mal aysi a. For examme. sone of these

| eaders woul d tell the people to respect
one anot her, regardl ess of race or
religion but soon would say things that
hurt the feelings of Others. Again. sone
of themwould proudly (blindly is the
right word actually) declare that they
14

were el ected through a denmpcratic

el ecti on but never point to the fact that
the value of one vote in many rural areas
is greater than that in the few urban
territories in Malaysia (unlike many

ot her nations of the world where voters
possess the sanme ttweightii regardl ess of
the |l ocation they vote). O they would
attenpt to justify their words and
actions so that they can stay in power
for as long as they want, ignoring the
realities facing them And there are those
who sinply refuse to admt that discri-t
m nation prevails in our society, especial-
Iy in education and business. Even when
buyi ng a house one encounters discrim -
nati on.

The political predicanent in Mlaysia

is further aggravated by the crippling
control of the mass nedia which d i?

the individual the opportunity an
freedomto find the answers to the $

rel evant and di sturbing questions he or
she has in mnd. The television, radio
and newspapers here do not play their
role correctly in presenting a truthfu
and bal anced view of political events,
both local as well as international. They
do not carry out their work with

purpose and objectivity. So. where do
the ordinary (powerless), educated in-

di vidual s go to before they decide as to
which politicians are right or wong? In
this respect. Aliran. for one, deserves
credit for striving hard to informthe
public without fear or favour. Un-
fortunately, not many people in this
country know or read Aliran publica-
tions. So far, attenpts to get a licence
fromthe present government for Aliran



to publish in the national |anguage has
failed. | feel that reading Airan has now
beconme a privilege rather than a right.
Such is the depressing state prevalent in
our country at the nmonent - lots and



| ot s of governnment propaganda but very
few channel s avail able for the people to
check and verify, a necessity before they
deci de what is good for thensel ves and
their country. So where an one find
the answers?
Joseph Goh
Mel aka
GOOD MOVE
t was a happy occasion to have read
that the governnment has introduced
the Chinese and Tami| |anguages in
secondary schools. This is indeed a
| audabl e nmove and a step in the right
direction. This nove is |long overdue; it
shoul d have been i npl enented much
earlier. However, there is still roomfor
. nhprovenent. For instance the Chinese
and Tam | | anguages should al so be
taught in the Primary School. There is
nothing Iike I earning a | anguage in the
Wy years. Children are receptive for al
know edge and they can | earn | anguages
fast. The governnent at long last is gear-
ing its nmachinery towards national unity.
Education is a tool through which unity
of the various races can be fostered.
There are other areas that the govern-
nment nust tackle to bring about tota
unity and happi ness.
Toward Freedom in Denocracy.
Wen A
Kual a Lunpur
I N SOLI DARI TY

romafar, we offer all of you our
f heartfelt support; keep up the
fantastic job and when | return,
shal |l join your ranks.
CGod bl ess and may peace be with
ALl RAN.
L K
Scot | and
TO THE
SUPERI NTENDENT,
KAMUNTI NG DETENTI ON
CENTRE
your canp (1 SA Detainees) can wite
| cane to know that the detainees at
only 3 letters weekly to theix fanilies
or friends. At filSt | thought that this
was a restriction. But later | canme to
know it was not because at a Human
Ri ghts sem nar recently, our 10? Tan Sri
Hani ff Omar said that all facilities were
given to the detainees. As a result, 3
letters weekly for a detainee is not a
restriction, as | thought before. It was
bermuse the authorities don’t have
enough letter pads. | agree that our
government can’t afford to buy letter
pads. W have over 60 billion ringgit
debts throughout the world. Wth these
difficulties around, our government has
to cook daily for the detainees. Qur
government has to spend a lot for the
detai nees. As a result, it nakes sense that
out governnment canit afford to buy
nore | etter pads for the | SA detainees.
And so, | am sending sone letter
pads here. Please distribute themto the
| SA det ai nees equally. Please renm nd ne



if these pads are finished, I am send
sonme nore.

Thanks for the cooperation.
Appal asany

Pahang

MALAY UNITY - ii MAKI NG

A MOUNTAIN OQUT OF A

MOULDI i

olitical |eaders within the BN have

of late been nmamking a nui sance of
thenselves by telling the world

that Malay unity is essential to the
stability of Ml aysia, otherw se the
oounttyis peaceful political and
econom c climte my be destroyed and
the people will suffer. Alatas, and Youth
Organi zations, paxticularly Anwar

| brahimi s ABI M have also joined in the
Mal ay Unity issue.

If one traces the political history of
the country, there has al ways been

Mal ay disunity as well as Chinese dis-
unity since the ol den days.

Then came the Mal ayan Union issue

whi ch affected the Malays in general and
the Rulers in particulax. Qut of this cane
the great rescuer - the late Dato Onn
Jaafar who rallied the Mal ays thxoughout
the length and breadth of the country to
fight the Malayan Union. He sacrificed
his time, energy and wealth to | ead the
crusade and he succeeded in getting what
1 termas the greatest achievenent in
terns of Malay unity in our history. The
British had to scrap the Ml ayan Union
and the first step towards | ndependence
was |aid. Malay unity was further
strengt hened and the integration of the
Mal ays, Chinese and I ndi ans bl oomed
under the | eadership of Tunku Abdu
Rahman Putra Al -Haj who freed the
country fromthe British.

The Federal Constitution which
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granted all the rights of the various noes
in the country was w dely accepted.

Thus peace, racial harnony and under -

st andi ng prevai bd. Then PAS ne and

t he begi nning of the Malay disunity
started. So today UWNO can never boast
of sepresenting the Ml ays anynore
because of Ishm The two Ml ay- based
parties have been trying to show the

Mal ays which is the true Islanmic party.
Mal ay di sunity aggravated further with
the entry of BERJASA, HAM M and

ABI M indirectly under Anwas |brahim

who is now one of UWNG s strongmren.
ABIMis now part and parcel of UWNO

Its religious and other social activities are
now questi onabl e.

Mal ay unity was further disrupted

during the Constitutional Crisis started
by Dr Mahathir when he introduced Bills
to grab the Energency powers simlar to
that introduced by Marcos. W then had
UWNO Mal ays | ed by himon one side

and the Rulersi Ml ays on the other

Thus the country was in near chaos
because the Ml ays who fought the

Mal ayan Union did not agree with the



Mal ays who supported the Mhathir

Union later. Thank God. God ne to

the rescue. Allis well that ends wellL
There is a saying ttMan proposes; God

di sposes”.

We nust face the fact that the

various races in the country are split very
wi dely. W& have Ml ay di sunity, Chinese
di sunity and ot her snaller group of races
di vi ded anong t hensel ves. The peopl e

are divided because the | eaders them

sel ves are divided because these | eaders
are nore itwealth oriented". The

upeopl e oriented" |eaders during the
days of Bapa Mal aysia, Tun Razak and
Dat uk Hussein Onn are gone. Now we

have nore sl ogans which are not hi ng but
sl ogans only.

The BCA (Bersih, Cekap, Amanah)

which if practised sincerely, will rid the
country of debts - debts which nmuse

the peoples pride and prestige to be | ow.
Not only adults but even children in
their nothers wonbs are nortgaged
despite the wealth God has given us.

So let those who speak so much

about Malay unity be nmore sincere and
practi se the RUKUNEGARA whi ch has

taken a back seat since SEMARAK and
SETI Al Malay unity is the theme but in
actual fact it is UWO unity. There axe
some who want to keep what they have
eaned and there are those who want to
get back what they have lost. There are
al so sone who want to try their luck in
politics.

So go back to the RUKUNEGARA

The SEMARAK' and SETI A axe to unite
factions within UMNO and not the

people. If we persist on the two TS"

in the SEMARAK and SETIA we wil |

end tip as ii ASSES".

i 130D BLESS MALAYSI A"

| smai |l Hashim

Penang



THE ECONOWY

PRI VATI SATI ON AND

THE PUBLI C GOOD

Privatisation may not work for public good. It

can |l ead to undesirable social and econom c effects.
In this article, saudara Tong Veng We exam nes

the basis for privatisation and questions the w sdom
of such a policy. Is the private sector nmore efficient
in providing certain services or is it notivated by
profits and self-interests? Does it solve the root
causes of the problens? If not, what renedia
nmeasur es shoul d be taken?

he concept of privatisation was first

initiated as government policy about

four years ago with the usual |ack of

public consultation. At that tine it

was an idea which, though already

practised in certain other countries, was new in

Mal aysi a. For better or for worse it was an idea

whi ch bore sone novelty. A few years down

the road today, privatisation is still part of
government policy and has been partially

i npl enented - nmainly through the privatisation

of tel econmunication services.

At the tine ofits inception many held

reservations as to the wi sdomof the policy. It

i s doubtful whether the basis of those reservations
has been proven ill-founded today. |If anything

the argunents agai nst the privatisation of public
services remain valid. There has been little to
convi nce us of the advantages of privatisation.

One m ght add that we now have even greater

reason to fear privatisation. A few years ago the
termquite clearly neant what it was supposed

to, nanely, that it would involve the handing

over of certain public sector activities to) to the
private sector _ an exercise in econonic

management. W now know however, how

real the possibility is for privatisation to nmean
sonet hing el se and that is the accruenent of
benefits or contracts to private conpani es or

i ndi viduals who are well connected with the powers
that be - a’'mexercise in econonic ni smanagenent.
Wthout a doubt there exists a close rel evance

bet ween privatisation on the one hand and the

public good on the other. For the privatisation
which is referred to here is privatisation of the
public services such as tel ecomunications, power

s supply, rail transport and the postal services. The
rel evance lies in the contradicti on between the
priorities of private business concerns and the
needs of the general popul ace. Because the
government is supposed to function as a trustee
of t he people in overseeing its (the peopleis) welfare,
the public sector nmust necessarily exist and function
with the peoples interests high in its priorities.
The private sector has no such obligation to the
peopl e. Production growmh and profits are its

prime objectives, rather than public welfare.

The private sector has never been seen as worKking
for or towards public good providing service to

the public without profits in mnd. That is why the
public sector is sonmetines referred to as the public
service while nobody refers to the private sector

as the private service

Having said this, we shoul d exani ne the reasons
given for the governments nove to privatise. W
shal | then suggest alternatives to privatisation and
steps which should be taken in order to renove the
root causes which in the first place gave rise to the
nove to privatise. The nain reasons given for



privatisation are two fold. First, that the public
sector is inefficient. Since private sector

organi sations are generally recogni sed as being
nore efficient, privatisation of public bodies will,
it is hoped, inject the efficiency desired into the
erstwhile public entities. Second, and probably the
nore pressing of the two reasons, the public sector
16
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government that public backl ash against British

Tel ecomwi || jeopardi se the government 3 whol e

privatisation programe, particularly the proposed

sale of electricity and water. In Malaysia the public

has yet to be convinced of the benefits of

privatising tel ecommunications. The public has yet

to be convinced of itsepublic goodf

It is of course not the intention here to suggest

i , g mllstalning high

" _nticncv and productivity that the government inproves its privatisation

Wi. I0St. programme by creating conpetition anong vari ous

3.. _ conpanies, eachwith a share in the nmarket for

| . telephones or rail transport or electricity. Such

has becone too great a financial burden on the basic public services ShOQUld h& be privat
ised in

government. Not only has it beconme a huge the first instance. But it is the point here to
show

financial drain but it has also led to excessive that the argunment for efficiency is seri
ously

government spendi ng thus contributing to weakened through the absence of conpetition
inflation. It is argued that we should therefore cut Needless to say, it sinply becomes r
epugnant if it

back through privatisation. should happen that a nmajor privatised contract

It is true that in the private sector work gets is awarded to a politically favoured tend
erer

done faster. The work is conparatively nmore through a tender process that was not fair an
d

tensively produced and hence productivity IS proper. New |l evel s of decadence would then h
ave

Ggher One of the main reasons for this 15 been reached. That is why the governnent is ob
i ged

conpetition. Private sector bodies have to remain to prove beyond all dOUbt that itS lett
er Of intent

conpetitive in order to not only stay afloat but to United Engineers (M Sdn Bhd for the
Nor t h-

al so to make sure that business is profitable. SOUth H ghway contract was absol utely abov
e

Indeed it would be npst desirable fromthe private

busi nbel ss poi nt oggawhto acquire:1 theliughest Needl ess to say, it sinply

s51 eprOlt. eway tO ot Us to at

Est be conpetitive with others. But it is now becones repugnant if It

quite clear that the manner in which privatisation should happen that a

islbeilrlig pursuteii does notil 163:1 t: a siltlusaiif’'ln in major privatised contract

w 1lc come 1 ion reva s. ou now

runs the cogntryts tglecomunicatiin services it is awarded to a ponticauy

remai ns the only conpany doing so. It has no one favoured tcndereruu

to conpete with. The sane situation will arise in

the event of the privatisation of Ml ayan Railway board. The public has the right to know
for it

(KTM just as it would with the National Electricity W11 eventually have to bear the non
urment al cost

Board (LLN). Wth no conpetition to contend of the project. The public has the right to k
now

with, the central notive for nmaintaining hjgh that its basic right to honest governnent h
as not

efficiency and productivity is lost. Instead of been infringed.

conpetition there is monopoly. In this sense it As indicated earlier conpetitiveness and

tomes irrational to argue for the privatisation profitability are tWO cornerstones 0f any
private

3 public service in order to achieve greater business enterprise. These two traits contri
but e

efficiency. in large measure to greater efficiency of the private

This problemis not only faced here but al so sector. However, the fact remains that the p
rofit/

in Britain where tel ecomunications service 100 self-interest notive is Still a notive th
e basis of

has been privatised and is operated by a conpany which i S antithetical to the idea of pub
lic service.

called British Tel ecom According to a report It is hardly conceivable that a private com
pany

published in the STAR of 22nd Septenber 1987, in charge of power wpply should be equally



keen

on providing electricity to both urban and upper

class areas and rural and | ower incone |localities,

Where investnent incentives are real and tangible

in one, they are less so in the other. Were profits

British Tel ecomretains virtual nonopoly of

tel ecommuni cati ons. Despite limted conpetition

from anot her conpany call ed Mercury

Conmuni cations there is w despread public

di scontent about inflated charges, delays for new and investnent returns can be gained in
the short

phones and del ayed tel egrans _ conplaints not termin one,worthwhi le returns may take a
ong

entirely unfamliar to us here. Privatisation did time mthe other. Were wealthier consu
nmers

not seemto have enhanced efficiency. In fact have the noney to nmake their demands effect
ive,

surveys have indicated that British Telecomjg their poorer counterparts |ack the noney t
o nmake

regarded as the worst of the public services. their basic needs felt.Cd early, rural deve
opnent

British Tel ecom has even been coined British and poverty eradi cation and other such socia
I

t Tel e-cont. There is even concern within the British $0315 can only be pursued effective
y 35 part Of
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consci ous policy by a responsible government. rather than actual need, it was inevitable
t hat

It is nore logical to expect the public sector to certain functions or positions would be
filled

establish schools, health services, water pipelines twice over. In fact it mght even be
argued t hat

and roads in poorer underdevel oped areas than for it was politically necessary to do so

n order to

acqui sitive private concerns to do the sane. In avoid the potential dangers of graduate
this sense, in a developing country |ike Ml aysia, unenploynent - sonething which is beco
m ng

privatisation may well be a luxury that we cannot evident today. At the sanme tinme governm
ent bodi es

afford. were established with the aimof directly fostering

Apart fromefficiency and productivity we are the grqwth O a Bumi putra busi ness and i ndu
stri al

told that certain governnent bodies have to' be mddle class. This coupled with the use of
the civi

service as a source of enploynent has contributed

to an overgrown bureaucracy which naturally

beconmes a burden in lean times. On top of that it

is unlikely that concentration on the mddle class

and urban elite will ultinmately lead to the worthy

goal of reducing racial and incone disparities.

Concentration on the middle and upper classes is

a point to which we shall later return.

It should be clear at this point that the

i mpl enentati on of certain governnment policies

has had a significant effect on the creation of an $

Wth enpl oynent baud

on political rather than

actual nood, It was t

I nevitable that certain

function! or positions

woul d be filled tw ce over.

privati sed because they have becone a strain on unw el dy public sector. And now when the
public

the public treasury. We are also told that since sector is suffering fromthe effects of
such

government revenue is low in these recessionary inplenmentation and econom c recession it
has

times the financial burden has to be lightened. to be anputated for private nanagenent. T
her e

Therefore the way OMis 10 privatise. This is a" is little reason to be convinced that am
putation by_

i nteresting argunment because it raises tWO i nportant expedience will benefit the public.

When it comes to

guestions. First, why has the PUbli C sector becone the econonmy however, and | ow governmen

t revenue

such a great financial strain on public revenue? it is not so rmuch the inplenentation of
policy as

AN SCCOHd. is the preval ent 10Wgovernnent it is the policy itself which has created prob
| ens.

revenue wholly attributable to the world econonic

sl owdown? in both cases. is privatisation a solution

to the root causes of the problemor is it yet

anot her dose which nmerely treats the synptons

of the illness?

One cannot deny that part of the reason for

the growm h and formation ofvarious governnent

bodi es has been a genuine desire on the part of

In fact It Is unlikely that I

ovu- ol zed bntaucrlcy 1.

needed for genui ne and

wel | - bal anccd

the government to bring devel opnent to the poor devel opnent.

and to reduce disparities. indeed it is partly the’

result of such u desire that POVCHY in Malaysia is It should by now be conmon know edge t
hat

not as widespread and i ntense when conpared to one O the basic weaknesses of the econony

is nmy



many ot her devel oping countries. This pursuit of vulnerability or high trade dependency.
No

nobl e social goals has given rise to the need for econony can be an island but high depen
dency is

setting up various governiiiunt bodies. This however.

e . t highly undesirable. Qur econony is open and is

cannot account for the ethtence ot a bloated and

particul arly dependent upon the devel oped

burdensone public sector. In fact it is unlikely that countries. in 1980, exports conpris
ed 60% of

an over-sizet|l bureau tracy is needed for genuine the Gross Donestic Product (GDP) in M
aysi a

and weli-bal anced devel opnent. as conpared to corresponding figures of 37%

Ironically, it is sonmetines the inplenentation for South Korea, 31% for |ndonesia, 25%fo
r

of the New Economic Policy (NEP) which enbodies Thail and and 14% for Japan. In 1982 expor
ts

certain |audabl e objectives that has resulted in the of goods and services conprised 50%
of the GDP

excesSive growm h and formation ofvarious statutory while inmports of goods and services we
re 54%

bodi es The desire to create a Bumiputiu mddle

cl ass has sonetinmes neant that the governnent

service is seen as a ready source of enpl oynent

tor Bum putra graduates. For many years an

expandi ng econony tlush with funds made it

possible for the civil service to continuously create

posts for rising nunbers of both graduates and

non- graduates. Wth enpl oynent based on politica

of the total tinal expenditure. Qur continued

and persistent concern over the availability of

export markets for pal noil, crude oil, gas, tinber,

tnbbet and tin, our recent decision to punp up

on! output to generate oil funds, gives us no reason

to assunme that the econony is any | ess dependent

today. Apart froma world econom ¢ sl owdown

it is this vulnerability in our own econony that
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at | east bears an equal share of the blame for why
public revenue is today at a | ow ebb and why the
spectre of privatisation has been invoked.

Apart from dependency anot her conspi cuous
characteristic of the Ml aysian econony is that it
is a narket econonmobl which tends and does give

rise to the well-off and the not so well-off. It is
an economny the tenor of which is determ ned

much nore by the demands of the m ddl e and

upper cl asses than by the requirenments of the
poorer majority. Forrnidable though the

consunptive powers of the better off may be

they are nevertheless not without limts. Wth
their basic needs net they tend to save much
greater proportions of their incones than the
poorer majority who at the sanme tinme do not

have enough nmoney to nake effective their basic
requirenents. To a large extent therefore, their
mar ket remains only a potential. The tendency

is thus towards an excess of savings and under-
consunption. In such a situation there is a |ack

"f incentives to re-invest the savings of househol ds
and busi nesses. Left to itself the econony will

run down. This is where the governnent steps

in as a stabilising force.

Si nce, because of unequal distribution of

i ncdme the econony is unable to keep itself

afl oat the governnent provides a boost by

absor bi ng excess savings using it on investnent
projects or public consunption. However, not

all the investnents or expenditure will yield returns.
And if nost of the nobney is spent mainly on the
demands of the middl e and upper cl asses then

again hope is being placed on that segnent of

soci ety which seens unlikely to pull the econony

t hrough anyway. The econony becones top heavy.

I ndeed the urban and weal th bias in our

devel opnent strategies is tangi ble enough
CGovernment financing thus runs into deficit. One
thing I eads to another as incone disparities result
in alack of internal cohesion or self-reliance in
he econony which in turn contributes to high
pendence on the external sector. If comodity
prices are good, if terns of trade are favourable
and debt servicing ratios are not high then the

vul nerability of the systemis obscured and papered
over. But if |like now, such conditions do not prevai
then the cracks appear and we are told it is a
recession and that we need to privatise.

The foregoi ng argunent although by no neans

conpr ehensi ve, woul d suggest that there is an
urgent need to redistribute incone. This would

call for nore attention to be paid to inprove the
wel fare of the less privileged groups not only as a
desirabl e hunane goal but al so out of necessity

to restructure the econony. Although such

measures may be unpopular with the entrenched

and the influential, it would, | believe, be in the
long terminterest of the public. In this regard it
is difficult to see how privatisation of public services
will help in turning the econony around. It is
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nore than likely that privatised services wll
continue to place enphasis on the nore well-to-do
segnent of society. Fromthis viewoint
privatisation cannot be considered a public good.
There is yet another reason why we do not

think that privatisation of public services will be
in the public good in the long run. The repl acenent
of the service ethic by the dictates of business and
profits neans that val ues such as acquisitiveness,



the supreme domi nance of self-interest in socia
life and materialismw || be consolidated. In a time
and age of rising crime, corruption, drug and sexua
abuse these are hardly values to be encouraged.

The question now renmains as to what steps may

be taken instead of privatisation. In as far as the
runni ng of the public services is concerned,

ref ormat ory measures undertaken to inprove
performance are preferable to privatisation. For a
start there should be a review of the wage
conditions of civil servants particularly the | ower
sal aried workers. The large incone disparity

bet ween t he upper echelons of the civil service

and the lower ranks is inimcal to the raising of

| evel s of efficiency and productivity. If
opportunity for inproved wage conditions can

be reflected in nore equitable salary scales then
perhaps the noral e and sel f-respect of civil servants
can be lifted to the benefit of overall perfornance.
On the other hand upgradi ng the economc

position of the | ower and m ddl e sectors may not
initself strengthen the incentive to work if
pronoti ons and rewards are not given in recognition
of good work done. Merit, industry and ability

nmust be given enphasis in the public sector. The
perception of the civil service at the nonent
parallels that of a m|king cow which will always
provi de benefits regardl ess of whether or not one
works for it. Such perception and attitude nust
change both within and wi thout the service. Praise
and reward rmust be given where due just as sloth
and inefficiency nust be discouraged. In this
connection both civil servants and the public at

| arge shoul d be educated on what is expected of

the civil service

But if superiors in the civil service are expected
to exercise greater vigilance over the performance
and progress of their staff then they have to ensure
that their own perfornmance qualifies themto |ead
by exanple. It is sonetinmes argued that there can
be no better reason for people to be honest and
conscientious in their work than for themto be

i nfluenced by high | evels of conpetence and
integrity in their superiors. Neverthel ess we all
know that it is always difficult to coax and cajole
good work ethics into workers even if they are in
hi gh positions of responsibility - or perhaps one
shoul d say especially if they are already in high
positions of responsibility. This is why since 1983
Aliran had proposed the formati on of an

Orbudsman whose responsibility it would be to

recei ve, investigate and act upon public conplaints



agai nst perceived deficiencies in the civil service.
The status of this Orbudsman woul d be simlar

to that of the Auditor Ceneral. Moreover the
establishment of an effective Onbudsman for

public conplaints would be a neasure of the
governments eoi mittnent to enhance the quality

of service to the public. It would al so make t he
civil service nore accountable to the people.

Quite apart fromthe foregoing it would al so

be desirable for civil servants of various ranks to
be involved in the decision naking process. Even
iiit isonly relatively mnor decisions |Iike how a
certain department should be set up and run

it would still be desirable to involve workers other
than just the department head and his assistants.

It is only logical that people will show greater
initiative if they feel involved through di scussion
and consensus instead ofjust being handed a

deci sion from above in a paternalistic nmanner

Wth various neasures available to spruce up

the efficiency of the public sewiee it is by no neans
i nconcei vabl e that respectable | evels of performance
can be obtained without having to resort to

privatisation. But this in itself will not overcome
the problem of | ow government revenue. For this
certain changes will have to be made to the
econony.

Thus there will have to be greater enphasis on

basi ¢ needs and incone redistribution H order to
effect a nore egalitarian node of devel opment.

food production nust be increased in order for

us to be self-reliant in this very basic need instead
of spending billions each year on food inports.

| ocal devel opnent of science and technol ogy will

have to be boosted in order to reduce dependence on
foreign sources with a view to exporting val ue

added manufactured products rather than raw

commodi ties, small and nedi um si zed industries

shoul d becone a nore substantial conponent ol

the econony and we nust cut down on non-

essentials such us inported ILIXLII) items as well as

huge prestigious protects. Lifestyles too will have
to Lhange. Om obsession mth consunption oi

goods and pludllclS1)Qt)lItlzlll reasonabl e bounds
of need and srniplieit) ulll eventually have to

he tamed.

Utimately change will have to cone |’ rom both

i ndi vidual s and the larger environment. Thus while
i ndi viduals may have to alter consunption patterns
the government will need to exam ne the role

pl ayed by advertisements in whetting eonsunie
appetites. Wiile indivuluuls mu) have to i’ evieu
the position oli values like inmMeiation LI'IILI
integrity in their lives the goveinnient will need
to strengthen its hand against eoii’uption untl
eonlliets of interest as well as its eoi mittniem
"to public accountability. The t'titure lies in our
hands and it is up to us to shape it us best as

we can. .

Tho aborc talk was given (11 Ilug/nrmm ull "Prii’ a-
lisarirmand HHV PlIh/ir (iuud nn Sept 37, ms 7_
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LATEST

FROM ALI RAN

O THE O

MAHATHI R

YEARS

Thi s book consists of press

statenments, articles and short

speeches of Aliran officials

witten in the period from



Cct ober 1981 to Decenber

1986 whi ch coincides with

Dr. Mahathir’s first 5 years as
Prime Mnister. The inportant
subj ects dealt with include
human rights and denocracy,

fi nancial scandal s and the
Oficial Secrets Act. In fact
the conpil ation provides a
useful mrror of a critical
phase in Mal aysi an history,

the resolution of which is not yet
over. The contents of this

volume wll therefore remain
topical for nmonths to

cone.
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JUSTI CE

h .

g! SHELL

FUELS APARTHEI D

Readers will recollect that in the Aliran Montly vol. 8. 7, 8 & 9, we carried a series of

articles on the

evils of apartheid. The articles culmnated with a call to bo
profit fromapartheid. This boycott is
in South Africa.
ycott Shell which we allegedcontinues to
part of an international canpaign against Shellis invol venent
Here, we carry in full, a letter from Shell Ml aysiais Public Affairs adviser J. WANG GEN
-SIE

expl ai ning his conpanyis position. It is followed by a rejoinder fromAliran
SHELL

DENI ES

FUELLI NG
APARTHEI D

in South Africa with interest,

but was di sappointed to see that

it culmnated in a call to boycott
Shel | products, based on incorrect

i nfornmation.

Shell certainly does not support
apartheid. Far from supporting
apartheid, Shell is totally opposed
to it and has said so publicly on
numer ous occasi ons. Shell wants
apartheid ended as quickly and
peaceful Iy as possible. Were Shel
differs fromits critics is in the
means to achieve this end.

I read your article on the situation
Shellis position is not a pose just

in countries outside South Africa.
Shell South Africals Chairman is an
out spoken critic of apartheid. He

has also called for the rel ease of al
political prisoners, the ending of
the ban on political organizations,
the cessation of detention w thout
trial of conmunity and union

| eaders and the conmmencenent of

negoti ations on the future with re.
presentatives of all South Africans.
Shell South Africa has run a series

of adveFtisements in the South
African press supporting press free-
21

dom freedom of association, and

the rights of all South Africans to
choose where they |live and enjoy
political participation

The al l egation that Shell com

pani es outside South Africa are
supplying oil to South Africa is not
true. On the contrary, it is a matter
of fact that no Shell G oup com

pany outside South Africa supplies
crude oil to anyone in South

Africa. Shell fully respects the
destinati on enbargoes placed on

crude by producer governnents,

and routinely incorporates these



conditions into its contracts of - on-
ward sale: All eight oil companies
operating in South Africa acquire
their oil frominternationally traded
crude (as well as from SASQOLIs oil -
fromcoal plants.

If what is presently Shell South
Africa was owned by someone el se

per haps the South African Govern-
nment, the sanme sources of supply
woul d be open to it. By law, al
petrol eum conmpani es in South

Africa are prevented from denyi ng
supplies to the mlitary, police,

or anyone else. Shell South Africa
is a nature conpany which does

not rely on its sharehol ders for in-
jections of funds; disinvestnent
woul d merely inean transferring
title to the assets. Any new South
African owner woul d not neces-
sarily operate on '"the liberal Shel
principles and he woul d not have a
presence in countries all round the
wor | d through which he can be

called to account for his actions as
Shell can, and frequently is.

You rightly say that there are

Sout h Africans such as diver

Tanbo who call for disinvestnent,
sayi ng that black people are pre-
pared to suffer the econom ¢ hard-
shi ps that disinvestment woul d
bring. Equally there are | eaders of
maj or groups in South Africa, such
as Chief Buthelezi, who are strongly
opposed to disinvestnent. He said
VWen | condemn sancti ons and

di sinvestnent | do so because

have a mandate to do so and,

living in the midst of black suffer-
ing as 1 do every day, | cannot in al
consci ence contribute to furthering
the abject poverty and misery in
which the majority of South

Africans exist."

Directly and through affiliates,
Shell South Africa has 8,000 em

pl oyees, the majority of whom are

bl ack. There al so sone 2000 pen-
sioners, and numerous agents,

deal ers, contractors and ot hers.
There, as here in Ml aysia, Shel

has a responsibility to all of these
peopl e and their dependents. Shel
enpl oyees in South Africa have
chosen to work and build their
careers in an organi zati on which

gi ves equal opportunity to all its
enpl oyees and which is comitted

to racial equality.

Shell South Africa is run on the
same business principles as Shell in
Mal aysi a, principles of which we are
very proud. By its stand Shel

South Africa played an inportant
part towards breaking the system of
bl ack mi gratory | abour by nmaking

the provision of fam |y houses on
site a condition of a nmjor project.
It has uni quely devel oped bl ack



busi nesses, bl ack agents and service
operators in white comunities and

bl ack supervisors of white sales
staff in Shellls district organisation
The | argest bl ack business in

South Africa, the 100, 000 nenber

Sout hern Africa Bl ack Taxi Asso-
ciation, with conbined assets of

over one billion Rand, owes a great
deal to the help and support of

Shell South Africa. The devel op-

nment of a bl ack entrepreneurial and
m ddle class is essential to the
future of South Africa and Shell is
contributing very positively to it.
You call for a boycott of Shel
products, singling out Shell from
anong all the oil conpanies

i nvol ved. There is no black boycott
of Shell in South Africa. The call
from Shell’s bl ack enpl oyees,

deal ers and custoners is to stay in
South Africa, with the black com
munity | ooking to Shell South

Africa for support.

Shell South Africa has the

| argest market share with the bl ack
conmuni ty, some ei ght percent

above its national average and
rising. During the Soweto distur-
bances of 1986, Shell vehicles were
among the very few that could

enter Soweto freely and undamaa

ged, and the record suggests that
Shel | property has been singled out
for protection by the black com
munity and not damaged.

As | said at the outset, Shell is
unequi vocal | y opposed to apart -

heid. Wiere we differ from sonme of
our critics is on the best neans ob
ending it peacefully. W do no
believe that it is in line with the
normal bal anced and rational node

of argunent espoused by Aliran

to call for a boycott of those who
genuinely differ fromthemon the
best means to achi eve the sane end.

0

K.L. 6th Jan 1989

I tell White South Africans once again
that apartheid is an evil and crue
thing, no matter howit is dressed up
It is quite contenptuous of the rights
of others. It professes to benefit al
inmpartially, and to exact the cost from
all impartially, but that is a lying
profession. It declares that black nen
have no rights in Owhite" areas, when
those sane bl ack nmen have hel ped to
build those sanme "white" areas. It
puts restraints on black people, on
their freedom of possession and
novenent, that white people would
find intol erabl e. Wat white person
woul d tol erate having to seek

perm ssion fromsone white

conmi ssioner for his aged father and
nother to conme and live with hin®

- ALAN PATON
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1 hell does not support apart-
Sheid . . . Shell is totally

, opposed to it . . Shel

South Africais chairman is an out-
spoken critic of apartheid.

ue, Shell is opposed to apar-

tl . We know that. Margaret

That cher is al so agai nst apartheid
- except that she wants to conti -
nue trading with the apartheid

regi me. She wants to keep British

i nvestnments in that apartheid State.
She is quite happy to provide direct
and indirect econom c support to
the apartheid | eadership. But of
course Ms Thatcher is against apar-
theid. In the meantime she is
prepared to help keep apartheid
alive and ki cki ng.

Shell is doing the same thing.

By calling for the rel ease of poli-
tical prisoners or for the ending of
the ban on political organizations,
Shell South Africa (SA) is not
really chall engi ng the fundanental
power -structure of the apartheid
"e(g. In fact, Shell SAi s public

pr uncenents have had very

ittle inpact upon the Pretoria
"egine. Even its (Shell SAis)

:hai rman John W1 son, has

tdmtted, uWe have | ost our naive
relief that we as a multinationa
tan pressurise the legislature to
treak down the barriers of apar-
hei d."

However, it is not because Shel

5 naive. Shell sinply does not want
0 destroy apartheid because it
trofits fromapartheid. This is why
Lhell SA has often di scouraged -
ven hampered _ effective action
tom bei ng taken agai nst apartheid
tws and policies. Recently, in

988, it prevented Shell workers
tom protesting against the silenc-
Allran’s Reply

WATER

POURI NG

OVER FUEL

i ng of COSATUs(a confederation of
trade unions) and the introduction
of the new Labour Relations Bill.
This pronpted a COSATU Spokes-
person, Sydney Mafumadi to state
that Shellis claimto be contributing
to the destruction of apartheid
shoul d be urejected with

contenpt. i

Shellls way of fighting apartheid

- rhetoric which is not backed by
meani ngf ul action , rem nds us of
somet hi ng whi ch the great noveli st
and thinker, Leo Tol stoy once said.
"I sit

on a

man i s back

choki ng him

and nmaki ng

himcarry

nme yet assure myvsel fand



others that | amsorry for him

and wish to lighten his |oad by

al |l possible means _ except by
getting of fhis back. "

2. No Shell Group conpany out -

side South Africa supplies crude

oil to anyone in South Africa.

Shell has always protested its

i nnocence in this matter. And yet
when evidence is provided of deli-
very of oil to South Africa from

pl aces |i ke Brunei, (whose petro-

| eum production and distribution

is controlled by Shell) through
conpl ex supply routes, Shell does
not seemto be willing to act firm
|y agai nst the offending mddle-
traders. We are referring to cases
where anti-apartheid groups have
made public the nanes of such

of fenders. Shell has no excuse for
not acting.

It is inmportant to observe in

this connection that way back

in 1976 when Shell was accused of
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supplying crude oil to lan Smthis
Rhodesi a agai nst whom the UN
Security Council had inposed a
mandatory oil enbargo, the Pre-
sident of Shell said, "No conpany

in which Shell has interests, delivers
oil to Rhodesia "

However, in 1979 "it was

reveal ed that Shell had supplied its
Rhodesi an branch with oil and that
in so doing had consciously broken
the mandatory UN enmbargo. The
transacti ons were shrouded in a vei
of secrecy

3. By law, all petrol eum conpani es
in South Africa are prevented from
denying supplies to the nmlitary,
police or anyone el se.

One coul d respond to this sort

of argunent by stating sinply that
if a pertrol eum conpany has any
noral principles it would not want
to supply oil to the mlitary or
police of an apartheid regime. It
woul d therefore get out of South
Africa in order to keep its integrity
i ntact.

O course, others may continue

to supply oil to the mlitary and
police and Pretoriais brutal suppres-
sion of the rights of the black popu-
[ation will not dimnish one bit.

But Shell should not use this as a
justification for its policy of
supplying oil to the regine. Shell is
responsi ble for its own actions. It.
has to account v in the ultimate
analysis .- to its own conscience
and God. |If Shell is totally opposed
to apartheid -V as it clains to be _
then it would not hesitate to act on
the basis of lofty ethical principles,
regardl ess of what other petrol eum
conpani es are doing in South

Afri ca.



After all, during the Second



Worl d War, petrol eum conmpanies in
Britain and the United States

went ahead with their own enbar-
goes agai nst Nazi Gernmany.

Whet her or not others were already
boycotting the Nazi reginme was a
secondary consideration. it was the
guestion of right and wong that
matt ered nost.

In the case of Shell SA, it not

only continues to supply |arge
quantities of fuel to the mlitary
and police, but defends this supply
by organizing its own security

under the Key Points Act and
cooperates with the mlitary in

ot her ways such as payi ng con-

scri ptsl wages.

4. Equally there are | eaders of
maj or groups in South Africa such

as Chief Buthelezi, who are strongly
opposed to disinvestnent.

It is a pity that Chief Buthelez

of all people has been trotted out as
an exanpl e of someone opposed to

di si nvestnent. Buthel ezi has so
little credibility within the anti -
apart heid novenent in South

Africa and el sewhere. Because of

his readi ness to support sonme of the
cunni ng, deceptive policies of the
mnority White regime in Pretoria,
he is viewed in various circles as a
stooge of the reginme. Buthelezi, for
i nstance, supported the neani ngl ess
| ocal governnent elections for

Bl ack townshi ps which the Pretoria
regi me conducted recently.

It is not just leaders like Oiver
Tanbo of the African Nationa
Congress (ANC) who endorse dis.

i nvestment. The Nobel Peace

| aur eat e Archbi shop Desnond Tutu

is a strong supporter of disinvest-
ment and econom ¢ sanctions. He is
conmtted to non-violent change in
South Africa. Tutu realises that if
non-vi ol ent econom ¢ nmeasures do

not succeed, then radical violence
will create a deep divide within the
post - apartheid society in South
Africa. The Reverend Allan Boesak

is also an advocate olitlisinvestmnent
and econoni ¢ sancti ons.

It is quite possible that disinvest-
ment will increase econom c hard-
shi ps ampbngst a section of the bl ack
popul ation in the short rU L But
isnt the black popul ation suffering
enough even now as a result of the
whol e system of apart hei d?

Shoul dnit we be concerned about
devising effective ways and neans

of destroying the structures that
give strength and stamna to the
apartheid systen?

Control over petroleumre-

sources i s undoubtedly one of the
strengths of the apartheid regime.
The reginmels capacity to naintain
its economic engine and its war



machi ne (war agai nst the Bl ack

maj ority) depends to a great extent
upon oil. Shell SAis guilty of

ai ding and abetting the apartheid
reginme for the followi ng reasons:
First, Shell is the overall oil nmarket
| eader.

Second, the SAPREF Shell and BP
refinery is the biggest in Africa refi-
ni ng nuch nore of the enbargoed

oil inmports than any of the other
three South African refineries.
Third, Shell is the largest supplier
of fuel to the South African mli-
tary and poli ce.

Fourth, Shell SA is helping to rein-
force the racist reginels economc
resilence through its export of
South Afrieais thermal coal. In
1986, Shell SA exported 32 per

cent of all South Africa s therma
coal

Fifth, Shell is also heavily involved
in gas, chemicals. base netals.
forestry and other sectors of the
economny. in this way. the conpany

is playing a key role in maintaining
the economc viability of the apar-
theid regine.

Gven its domnant role in the
Sout h African econony, a wth-
drawal of its investnents woul d
have a huge inpact upon the
policies of the apartheid regine.

Q her multinationals operating in
South Attica would al so be forced
to re-eonsider their role ili Shel
acts. As South African trade union

| eader Cyril Ramuphoszi put it.
iiSliell’s withdrawal would be 0 nmL
mv dous psvel nl ogi cal break-

[/irougll. "
This al so expl ai ns why we have
singled out Shell "from among al

the oil conpanies involved? It is
Shel I I s di sinvestment which has the
best chance of forcing the apartheid
regime to sit up and re-think its
brutal denial of political power to
24

the mpjority of the popul ace.

5. By its stand Shell South A6:

pl ayed an inportant part tow $1

br eaki ng the system of bu.

m gratory | abour by naking;

provi sion of famly houses on :tt

a condition of a major projectgyl
has uni quel y devel oped bl ack bti si
nesses, black agents . . 01

There is no denying that Shse

SA has done a certain anountio
conmunity and social service to )"
bl ack popul ation. f

However Shell SA perhaps (1, 6!

not realise that community serge

of this sort sonetinmes only res t:
in the integration of the oppreh d
into existing oppressive structuggs
It is the power structure of aw -
theid - which incidentally is rthbt
af fected one iota by comm



service projects - which we | |
first elimnate. Elimnating _i
power structure ofapartheid neagts
transferring political, econonic agd
intellectual power fromthe white
mnority regine to the people
regardl ess of their ethnic origin
This is not happening at all. _

In fact, while Shell SA has be’ W

i mpl enenting housing schenes fit-
the Bl acks and buil di ng busines ;
for them the Pretoria regine he:
been pushing out the black popu
tion to tiself-goremg"honel and
This is the regi mes devi ous way P
getting rid of the black populatio
so that the Union of South Afri ,7.
with its rich mneral resources an
wel | - devel oped economic infrastru
ture woul d beconme an 'lexc/u’ N
it'liite zone" with only

citizens. J.

I f Shell SA wants to put a

to this inhunianity then it nmust b
prepared to work with genuine an -
apartheid groups determned t
bring the Pretoria regine to it.
knees.

6t There is no black boycott o-t
Shell in South Africa. The call fro
Shel | I's bl ack enpl oyees. deal ers anl Vu
customers is to stay in Sou
Africa, . .

True. there is no black boycot

of Shell in South Africa but that’
not difficult to understand. Shell
bl ack enpl oyees and deal ers nay
want Shell to stay on in Sout
Africa since their very livelihood if 4
dependent upon its continued p
-4 A



N P

in-

isence in their country.

1 "One should not expect a com

[l munity that is dependent upon a
nparticular institution for its survlval
iito participate in an open confronta-
tion against the institution
iiconcerned; This will not happen -

"at least riot in the initial stages.
,ISlaves did not initiate the revolt

i agai nst slavery as a system of ex-

| pl oi tati on and oppression. |ndeed,

it was not the slaves who brought

down the institution of slavery.
?Various other social forces were
gresponsi ble for the eventual elinme

) Znation of that inhuman institution.

3 It is not surprising at all that

Shel lis enpl oyees and others with
lglinks to Shell SA are not demandi ng
?’ts’ ithdrawal from South Africa.

Et’ hat does not in any way

i imnish the inportance of a Shel

dwi t hdrawal . For the call for dis-
investments is, in the ultimte
[lmalysis, an ethical plea. Its validity
1.s derived alnost entirely fromthe

I I noral prem ses upon which the

a

betray its

gl obal struggl e against apartheid is
based.

7. Shell is unequivocally opposed

to apartheid. Wiere we differ from
sone of our critics is on the best
nmeans of ending it peacefully.

As we have al ready hinted,

Shellls problemis that its deeds
words. |If Shell is

"unequi vocal | y opposed to apar-

theid" why is Shell expanding its
econonic activities in South

Africa? Recently, the candles divi-
sion of the conpany conm ssioned

a new sweating plant which will

reduce its dependence on inported

wax. The oil division of Shell has

al so made a multi-nillion pound

i nvestment in two new super service
stations. Shell also acquired a
timber-treating plant recently and
plans to use its eucal yptus pl ant a-
tions at boring Ratray uas a basis
for further expansion and growt h.
The conpanyis m nerals division
clains to be involved in base and
precious netals exploration. It is
| F YOU WANT

reported that the Pering zinc and
|l ead m ne completed its first ful
year of operation in 1987 nmaking
South Africa self-sufficient in base
nmet al s.

Though nobst of this expansion

is due to Shell SAis reinvested
profits, the fact still renains that
that multinational is contributing
directly towards the strengthening
of the apartheid econony and the
apartheid state.



Wiy is Shell doing this? Is it

part of sone nysterious strategy

aimed at |iquidating the apartheid
system which we are not able to

fathon? No, the answer is actually

quite sinmple. Shell SA wants to

continue to nake nobney - as

much as possible. in 1986 Shel

SAi s total turnover was nearly

R 3000 mllion, making it one of

the biggest foreign conpanies in the
African continent. This is the main
reason why Shell has chosen to

remain in SQuth Africa. O

TO OPPCSE APARTHEI D

V 'mby providing supplies for the arned
forces and the police
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BOYCOIT SHELL BECAUSE

SHELL FUELS APARTHEI D

by breaking the international oil enbargo
agai nst South Africa

by m ning and exporting South African mnerals



ARMS RACE

F eart suspense and nausea stri ke whenever British author MARTIN AM S contenpl ates life
nucl ear weapons. Here, he explains his inner turmoil and recounts the arguments with his
fath

novel i st Kingsley Am s.

was born on 25 August 1949: four days later, the

Russi ans successfully tested their first atom bonb,

and deterrence was in place. So | had those four

carefree days. which is nore than ny juniors

ever had.

| didnlt really nake the nost of them | spent half
the tinme under a bubble. Even as things stood, | was
born in a state of shock. My mother says | |ooked |ike

()1 son Wlles in a black rage. By the fourth day | had
recovered, but the world had taken a turn for the worse.
It was a nucl ear world,

To tell you the truth, | didnit feel very well at all

| was terriny sleepy and feverish. | kept throw ng up

| uas given to fits of uncontrollable weeping. . . Wen
Il was | | 111’ 13 the television started showi ng target-
111aps oi south-east 14’ 11glalld: the outer bands of the
honme counties. the hullis-eye of London. | used to |eave
the roomas quickly as | could.

I ditlnit know why nucl ear weapons were in ny life

oi who had put themthere. | didnit know what to do
about them | didnt want to think about them They
11111th me feel sick

Now, 111 1987. 38 years later; | still (1011.1 know what
to do about nucl ear weapons. And neither does anybody

else. |l there are people who know then | have not read
them The extrene alternatives are nucl ear war and
117 I 11 disarmanment. Nuclear war is hard to inmagine:

1s nucl eat di sarmanent. (Nuclear war is certainly
the nole readily avail ahle.)
()ne tIUCSII Wreally sec nucl ear disarmanment. does
one? Sone ot the blue prints for eventual abolition W
I amthinking. for exanmple. of Anthony Kcuneyis
HIITCOC IUII deterrenceii and utilonathan Schellis
i kG I pUI11CSS deterrence” arc wonderfully el egant and
seductive: but these authors are envisioning a politica
world that is as subtle, as mature and (above all) as
concerted as their own solitary deliberations. Nucl ear
war is seven mnutes away, and mnight be over in an
afternoon. How far away is nucl ear disarmanent?
We are waiting. And the weapons are waiting.
What is the only provocation that could bring about
the use of nucl ear weapons? Nucl ear weapons. Wat is
the priority target for nuclear weapons? Nucl ear
weapons. What is the only established defence agai nst
nucl ear weapons? Nucl ear weapons.
How do we prevent the use of nucl ear weapons?
By threatening to use nucl ear weapons And we cant
get rid of nuclear weapons, because of nucl ear weapons
The intransigence it seens, is a function of the weapon
thensel ves. Nucl ear weapons can kill a human be
dozen times over in a dozen different ways; and, e
death ,, like certain spiders, |like the headlights of cars -
they seemto paral yse.
am sick of them- | amsick of nuclear weapons.
| And so is everybody el se. Wen, in ny dealings
with the strange subject, | have read too nuch or.
thought too long , | experience nausea, clinical nausea.
111 every conceivabl e sense (and then, synergistically,
in nmore senses than that) nucl ear weapons nake you
sick. Wat toxicity, what power, what range. They are
there and 1 amhere - they are inert, | amalive - yet
still they nmake nme want to throw up, they nmake ne
tecl sick to ny stomach; they make me feel as ifa
child Ot m ne has been out too | ong, much too | ong,
and already it is getting dark. This |Is appropriate, and
Hood practice.



Because | will be doing a lot of that, | will be doing
alot of throwing up it the weapons fall and | |ive.
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Every norning, six days a week, | |eave the house

I and drive 1.5 kilonmetres to the flat where | work. For
seven or eight hours | amalone. Each tine | hear a
sudden whining in the air or one of the nore atrocious

i mpacts of gity life, or play host to a certain kind of
unwel come thought, | canit hel p wondering how it

m ght be? Suppose’ |l survive.

Supij b’ se ny eyes arenit pouring down ny face,

suppl I se 1 am unt ouched by the hurricane of secondary
mssiles that all nortar, netal and gl ass have abruptly
becone: suppose all this. | shall be obliged (and itls
the last thing lill feel like doing) to retrace that |ong
journey hone, through the firestorm the remains of

y the I OO0 kil orretre-an-hour w nds, the warped atons,
the grovel ling dead.

Then - God willing, if | still have the strength and,
of course, if they are still alive - | nust find ny wife
and children and | rust kill them

_ VWhat am | to do with thoughts |ike these? Wat is

| ne to do with thoughts Iike these?

the sunmer of 1984. Well, | say | "becaneii

interested, but really I was interested all al ong.
Everyone is interested in nucl ear weapons, even those
peopl e who affirm and actually believe that they never
gi ve the question a nonentis thought. W are al
interested parties. Is it possible never to think about
nucl ear weapons?

If you give no thought to nuclear weapons, if you

gi ve no thought to the nobst monentous devel oprent

in the history of the species, then what are you giving
then? In that case the process, the seepage, is perhaps
preconceptual , physiol ogical, glandular. The man with
the cocked gun in his nouth may boast that he never

t hi nks about the cocked gun. But he tastes it all the
time.

My interest in nuclear weapons was the result of a

coi nci dence. The two el ements were inpending

fligrhood and a tardy reading of Jonathan Schellls

c ic, awakening study, The Fate of the Earthi It

woke nme up. Until then, it seens, | had been out cold.

| hadnit really thought about nuclear Wapons. | had
just been tasting them Now at last | knew what was
maki ng me feel so sick

How do things go when norality bottons out at

the top? Qur |eaders nmaintain the neans to perform

the unt hi nkabl e, on our behal f. W hope, nodestly
enough, to get through Iife w thout being nurdered;
rather nore confidently, we hope to get through life

wi t hout nurdering anybody oursel ves.

Nucl ear weapons take such matters out of our hands:

we nay die with butcherls aprons around our waists.

| believe that many of the deformations and perversities
3f the nmodern setting are related to - and are certainly
warfed by - this nassive pre-enption. Qur noral
:ontracts are inevitably weakened, and in unpredictable
Nays. After all, what acre gratuit, what vul gar outrage
)r noronic barbarity can conpare with the bl ack

| ream of nucl ear exchange?

| first becane interested in nuclear weapons during

I

debate we are all arguing with our fathers. They

enpl aced or maintained the status quo. They got it
hugel y wr ong.

They failed to see the nature of what they were

dealing with - the nature of the weapons - and now
they are trapped in the newreality, trapped in the great
m st ake. Perhaps there will be no hope until they are
gone.

Qut on the fringes there are people who believe that

we ought to start killing certain of our fathers, before



they kill us. This reminds nme of the noble syllogism
(adduced by Schell) of Failed Deterrence: ttHe, thinking
I was about to kill himin self-defence, was about to kil
me in self-defence.n Yes, and then he killed nme in
retaliation, fromthe grave. Qur inherited reality is
infinitely humliating. We nust try to do a little better.
My father regards nucl ear weapons as an unbudgeabl e
given. They will always be necessary because the Soviets
wi Il always have them and the Soviets wll always

want to enslave the West. Arnms agreenments are no good
because the Soviets will always cheat. Unilatera

di sarmanent equal s surrender. And anyway, it isnlt

a case of ured or dead". The conmunist world is itself
nucl ear-arned and deeply divided: so itls a case of
lired and deadl | .

Wel |, dead, at any rate, is what this prescription

seens to ne to prom se. Nucl ear weapons, ny father

rem nds ne, have deterred war for 40 years. | remnd

hi mthat no gl obal abattoir presided over the century-

| ong peace that foll owed Napol eonls disconfiture in
1815. And the trouble with deterrence is that it canlt

| ast out the necessary timespan, which is roughly

bet ween now and the death of the sun. Already it is
falling apart, from within.

When | say that Anerica is as much of a threat as

the Soviet Union my father categorises ne as soneone

who takes denocracy lightly, who takes freedomlightly.
But of course it is the weapons thenselves that are

the threat.

Ironically, an autocracy is much the better equipped

to deal with this question, because the question is
superpolitical. There is no one for the Soviets to dea
with - |leaders of sharply deteriorating calibre, beset

| argue with ny father about nuclear weapons. In this
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by denocracy; by politics; and doing six-nonth stints
between mid-termel ections, |ame-duck periods and the
i nformal referenda of Anerican public life.

And there is noney, the noney. It would seem at

the tinme of witing, that the Soviet Union cant afford
to go on and that the United States cant afford to
stop. ny

Saul Bellow has witten that there are certain evils _
war and noney are the exanples he gives _ that have
the power to survive identification as evils. They
cheerfully continue, as evils, as known evils. |,

Could it be a further acconplishnment of nuclear
weapons that they have united these continuations, in
a process of termnal decay? So the world ends in the
same way The Pardoneris Talei ends, with the human
actors gone, |eaving behind (though no one will find
then) the spent weapons and the unspent nopney,

t he weapons and the noney.

Anyone who has read ny fathers work will have

some idea of what he is like to argue with. Wien | told
himthat | was witing about nucl ear weapons, he

said, with alilt. itAh. | suppose youlre. . . against them
are you' Pi Epater |es bienpensants is his rule. (Once,
havi ng been informed by a friend of mne that an
endangered breed of whal es was being systematically

turned into soap, he replied, ttlt sounds |ike a good way
of using up whales." Actually he |ikes whales, | think

but that,s not the point.)

| amreliably ruder to ny father on the subject of

nucl ear weapons than on any other, ruder than | have

been to himsince ny teenage years. | usually end by
saying sonething like, tivell, weill just have to wait
until you old bastards die off one by one? He usually

ends by saying sonething like, tiThink of it. Just by

cl osing down the Arts Council we could significantly
augnment our arsenal. The grants to poets coul d service

a nucl ear subrmarine for a year. The nmoney spent on a

Si ngl e performance of i Rosenkavalieri mght buy us an
extra neutron warhead. If we closed down all the

hospitals in London we could. . The satire is accurate
inawy for | amnerely going on about nucl ear
weapons: | donit know what to do about them

We abandon the subject. Qur sessions end am cably
We fall to admiring ny infant son. Perhaps he wll

know what to do about nucl ear weapons. | too wll
have to die off. Perhaps he will know what to do about
them It will have to be very radical, because there is

not hi ng nore radical than a nucl ear weapon and what

it can do.

weapons, | further realised that in a sense |I had

been writing about themall along. Qur tine is

different. Al tinmes are different, but our tinme is
cliffkvent. A newfall, an infinite fall, underlies the usua
i ndeed traditional rpresentinents of decline.

To take only one exanple, this would hel p explain

why sonet hing seenms to have gone wong with time

with nodern tinme; the past and future, equally

t hreat ened, equally eheapened, now huddle in the

s oon after | realised | was witing about nucl ear

present. The present feels narrower, the present feels a .
straitened, discrepant, as the planet lives fromday to 7_
day.

It has been said -- Bellow again - that the noder
situation is one of suspense: no one, no one at all, 1

has any idea how things will tumout. Wat we are "
experiencing, in as nuch as it can be experienced, is ' ;
the experience of nuclear war. Because the anticipatio

,, Schell again - the anxiety, the suspense, is the only '3
experi ence of nuclear war that anyone is going to get. it
The reality (different kinds of death, in a world '3

wi t hout di scourse) could hardly be called human :



experi ence, any nore than such tenporary sentience y

as remmined could be called hunman life. It would just 3
be human death. So this is it, this is nuclear war - |
and it is ruining everything.

The "effectsii of nuclear weapons have been K
exhaustively studied, though of course nobody will u

ever know their full extent. What are the psychol ogi cal

ef fects of nucl ear weapons? As yet undetonated, the
worl di s arsenal s are al ready wagi ng psychol ogi cal

warfare; deterrence itself, for instance, is entirely :
psychol ogi cal (and, for that reason, entirely inexact). y
The airbursts, the pre-enptive strikes, the massiv. ,
retaliations, the uncontrollable escalations: it is alreg
happeni ng inside our heads. If you think about nucl ear
weapons, you feel sick. If you donit think about them.1
you feel sick wthout know ng why. Nucl ear weapons 4
repel all thought, perhaps because they can end all 5.

t hought .

For sone reason, and it is no doubt an intriguing

reason, the bulk ofimginative fiction of the subject 3.
bel ongs to the genres. Pentagon-and-Krem in count-

downs, terrorist or rogue-leader nailbiters, |ove and
pain in the post-apocal yptic tundra.

Science fiction started concerning itself with
doonsday weapons | ong before such weapons were |,
ever mooted, and nowadays about one SF novel in
foul is set beyond the hol ocaust. Meanwhile, it is

astoni shing how little the mainstream has had to say
about the nucl ear destiny _ a destiny that does not want
ior conplication, inclusiveness, pattern, paradox, that u
does not want for intercsr, (Nuclear weapons have many
denerits, but drabness is not one of them)

And yet the senior generation of witers has remai ned

t
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silent; prolific and maj or though nany of them are.
with witing lives that straddl ed the evol utionary
firebreak of 1945, they evidently did not find the
subj ect suggested itself naturally.

They lived in one kind of world, then they lived in
anot her kind of world: and they didnlt tell us what

the difference was like. i recently asked G aham G eene
_ what the difference was |like, and he said that he had
i never really thought about it. | do not count this as

any kind of defeat for G aham G eene, the nost

prescient witer of our tine. But | do count it as sone

i kind of victory for nucl ear weapons.

" Clearly aliterary theme cannot be sel ected. cannot
be willed; it nmust cone along at its own pace.

Younger witers, witers who have lived their lives

v on the other side of the iirebreak, are beginning to

wite about nuclear weapons. My inpression is that

r the subject resists frontal assault.

For nyself. | feel it as a background. a background

whi ch then insidiously foregrounds itself. Maybe the

I r, generation will go further; maybe the next

t ge eration will be nore at hone with the end of the

world . . . . Besides, it could be argued that all witing

i-" all art, in all tinmes - has a bearing on nucl ear

ti weaponsdn two inmportant respects.

Art celebrates life and not the other thing, not

the opposite of life. And art raises the stakes, increasing

the store of what might be |ost.

the Museum of the Hol ocaust. Qur group hasj ust

climbed Masada. "Masadall: whereas the historicity

of the Masada story remains uncertain, its nythopoeic

i mportance to the Jewi sh idea is clear enough. (Hence

"the Masada conplex", in fact a hawkish formulation
used to shore up Israeli maximalism) Suppression
revolt, bel eaguernment, nass suicide -- sacrifice. A
hol ocaust is a sacrifice, "a sacrifice wholly consuned
but the . . . a whole burnt offering . . . a conplete
ts / tcell.

e northern view fromthe nonstrous boul der of

Masada i s one of elenental beauty. It makes you fee
what it is to live on a planet; it nmakes you feel what
it istolive on a larger, enptier, cleaner and nore

i nnocent planet than Earth.

Everything -- the firmnoutains to the left, the spurs
and undul ations ofthe plain, the Dead Sea, the m sty
hei ghts of Jordan - is hugely dom nated by the sky;
even the burni shed acres of the water can reflect only
a fraction ofthe circumanbi ent blue. In fact, the

bi osphere is shallow. space, outer space. is only an
hours drive away (space is nearer than Jerusalenj;

but the Judean sky | ooks like infinity.

Below the terrain is a terrain for war. conventiona
war: conventional death. conventional weckage, under
ithese same heavens. But another kind of war; a nuclear
none (I thought. with double vertigo), could weck the
1sky.

iv. Later that day a journalist fromthe Jerusal em
Posh told ne about "the Warehouseil a building in the
u

I

I

I

Iwite these words in Israel. Qur group has just visited
| b,

desert surrounded by barbed w re andarned guards,

the supposed | ocus of |sraePs border, an hours drive
away, like space. For Israel, a nuclear weapon woul d
be a Masada weapon. Thatls what nucl ear weapons are,
Masada weapons.

may be a nuclear "priesthoodl’, but we are the
supplicants, and we have no faith. The warheads



are our godheads. Nucl ear weapons coul d bring about

the Book of Revelations in a matter of hours; they

could do it today. O course, no dead will rise; nothing
will be reveal ed (nothing neaning two things, the
absence of everything and a thing called nothing).
Events that we call ttacts of Godll - floods, earthquakes,
eruptions , are flesh-wounds conpared to the human

act of nuclear war: a mllion Hiroshims. Like Cod,

nucl ear weapons are free creations of the human m nd
Unl i ke God, nucl ear weapons are real. And they are

here.

The A-bonb is a Z-bonb, and the arns race is a race

bet ween nucl ear weapons and ourselves. It is themor us.
VWhat do nukes do? What are they for? Since when did

we all want to kill each other? If things donit go wong,
and continue not going wong the next m !l enni um of
mllennia (the boasted 40 years being no nore than 40
weeks in cosmic tine), you get . . . Wat do you get?
VWhat are we getting?

At the multiracial childrenis tea-party the guests

have, perhaps, behaved slightly better since the Keepers
were introduced. Little Ivan has stopped pulling
Fetnabl s hair, though he is still kicking her |eg under
the table. Bobby has returned the cake that bel onged

to tiny Conchita, though he has his eye on that sandwi ch
and will probably make a lunge for it sooner or |ater.
Qut on the lawn the Keepers maintain a kind of order

but standards of behavior are pretty well as troglodytic
as they ever were. '’

At best, the children seem strangely subdued or

of f-color. Although they are aware of the Keepers, they
donit want to catch their eye. They donlt want to think
about them For the Keepers are 1000 feet tall, and
covered in gelignite and razor-blades, toting flane-
throwers and nachi neguns, cleavers and skewers, and
fizzing with rabies, anthrax, plague.

Curiously enough, they are not |ooking at the

children at all. Wth bl eedi ng hel |l bound eyes, nputhing
foul threats and shaking their fists, they are | ooking
at each other. They want to take on soneone their

own size . . .

If they only knewit - no, if they only believed it -
the children could sinply ask the Keepers to | eave.

But it doesnit seem possible, does it? It seems - it
seens unt hi nkable. A silence starts to fall across the

| awn. The party has not been going for very long and
nmust last until the end of time. Already the children
are weepy and feverish. They all feel sick and want to

gt) hore. O
M eanwhi |l e they squat on our spiritual lives. There
This extract is fromEinstein h Monsters |, by Martin

Am s, published by Jonathan Cape in Julv |987.
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DETAI NEES WATCH

CHAI NED FREEDOM

p to a point, 1989 has had

U a good beginning in ternms of

| SA rel eases. Wet her or not

the rel eases had any |inkage to the
Ampang Jaya by-election is a

matter that deserves a bit of pon-
dering on its own. But the fact
remains that within the nonth of
January there were two batches

ot rel eases. These incl uded
det ai nees |i ke Karpal Singh. P
Patto. Dr Kutt Kiu Soong. Dr

Mohd Nasir Hashi m and Kamaruz-
zuman Ismail v a nulti-racia

emanci pation for what it is worth.
Yet it would be very inappro-
priate and even insensitive to
think otl the rel eases as an emanci -
pati oni The detai nees thensel ves
have enphasi sed again .and again
that they do not regard thensel ves
tree for the sinple reason that they
have been rel eased under stringent
conditions. which are unjustified
11nd even | aughabl e consi dering that
none have been tried and nothing
proven. This is certainly not
because the governnent |acks the
laws to put themon trial. The
det ai nees just happened to fulfi
the need for sacrificial pawns in an
unendi ng ganme of political nachi-
nati ons. Yet they were rel eased
witlt conditions which. to an inge-
nuous outsider. would nmake them
appear to be highly dangerous
citizens of Malaysia. They are

not allowed to nake statements to
the press, they have to report
regularly to the police, they are
not allowed to | eave their areas of
resi dence wi thout police perm ssion
and |i ke good sheep, they are
expected to be hone by 10pm

dai ly.

In the nmeantine the govern-

nments appeal against a H gh Court
deci sion in Novenber |ast year

to rel ease Yeshua Janal uddi n on
grounds of unconstitutionality,
cane up for hearing before the
Suprenme Court. it is not only the
liberty of Yeshua that is hanging in
the bal ance, but also that of Philip
Cheong. Cheong was rel eased on

bail not long follow ng Yeshuais
rel ease after the farners | awers
rai sed simlar argunments of uncons-
titutional detention. Decision by
the Supreme Court is pending. It
will be given in the formof a
witten judgenent. The bench

whi ch presided was headed by
recently appointed Lord President
nwi t hout fear or tltvour"” Tan Sri
Abdul Hum d Omar

However the nost glaring thing

now is the :ontinued detention of
opposition leader LimKit Siang



and his son Guan ling. All those
det ai ned under Operation Lallang
have been rel eased except them By
the time this is read. it wuld have
been the second year that they have
not been able to be reunited with
their famly for the Chinese New
Ye at. How woul d one feel to be in
the. shoes? How woul d one feel to
be the woman whose husband and

son both continue to be unjustly
hel d when ot hers have been

rel eased?

Peopl e, we know can be very

apat hetic. They can be unconcern-
ed even untouched. But there are
certain truisns we cannot sinply
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di sregard. LimKit Siang has done’va
great deal in the struggle to cheek
corruption and naintain
accountability. He is a man wh

gi ven much energy and time to the
task of getting to the root ' of
scandal s and bringing theminto the
open. Were necessary, he pursued
such matters in court. He has been
at the forefront of the endeavour tlo
stop governnental abuse of power.
Despite the odds, he has managed

to make Parliament nore wort h-
whil e. He had hel ped to nake
denocracy nore neani ngful ht

Mal aysia. 5

VWhat ever hi s weaknesses, these
surely are matters which are in the
interest of all Mal aysi ans regardl ess
of ethnic origin. The | east we can
do now is to show that we have

not forgotten and that we do not
want this wongful detention to
conti nue anynore.

Kit Siangls wife had the ma a-’
nimty to send a get-well card to
the Prime Mnister after his
coronary by-pass despite all that
happened. Let us find it within

our hearts to do what we can to
call for the release of not only Kit
Si ang and Guan Eng but al so al
those | SA det ai nees who conti nue

to be held without trial. W can
wite to newspapers and journals.
We can wite to our MP5. W could
wite to the Deputy Home M nister
or we could wite to the Deputy
Prime Mnister (since the Prine

M ni ster hinself is conval escing).
For our own sake and that O

future generations the one thing we
have to learn not to do is to do
not hing. O

TONG VENG WYE



UGAMA
I * ang kita naksudkan dengan
Y melihat di sini adal ah apa

yang di sebut see dal am
bahasa | nggeris, yang ol eh kamus
i The Advanced Learner ,s Dictionary
of Current English (1963) diertikan
sebagai, ube aware of by using the
a power of sight". Mksudnya adal ah
yedari dengan menggunakan
k atan pengli hat anbb, Persoal an
i ni dianggap panting, sebab, entah
. kenapa, ada oran’'g yang menper -
: soal kan, bagai mana bentuk, jika
amemang Tuhan itu ada.
5 Kewuj udan Tuhan tidak dapat
1di sedari dengan nenggunakan ke-
t zkuat an pengl i hatan. Mengapa dem -
i skian? Untuk nmenjawab ini kita
i perlu nmengkaji nengapa kita dapat
Yimelihat. J. Yannel Ewusie Ph.D
i i dal am bukunya School Certificate
Bi ol ogy For Tropical Schools
)2 (1964) menulis, "When |ight enters/
n the eye and falls on the sense-eells
iaof the retina, inpulses are sent by
11 these cells along the optic nerve to
u the brain, where they are inter-
cpreted as a picture of the outside
)World. Wthbut light to stimulate
M )nse-cells Of the retina, we can-
sm see".
)i Maksudnya, uApabil a cahaya
;i memasuki nmata dan neni npa se
tperasa dari retina, rangsangan
Ldikirimoleh sel ini nelalui saraf
1: optik ke otak, di nana ia akan di-
i terj emahkan sebagai ganbar dar
| duni a luar. Tanpa cahaya yang
nakan nerangsang sel perasa dari
xretina, kita tidak dapat nelihat."
2 Jadi syarat untuk terjadinya
npengl i hatan itu adalah mata Rita
unesti bai k, sel perasa retina nesti
(bai k, saraf optik mesti baik, dan
rotak pun nesti bai k. Bagi orang
Lsi hat yang nornmal, sy’ arat ini
(torpenuhi. tetapi namun nasih
: bel um bi sa neli hat Tuhan
Mengapa?
Suatu benda itu kelihatan kerana
benda i ersebut nemancar kan ge-
| onbang el ektromagneti k. Gel om
bang el ektromagnetik inilah yang
akan diterima ol eh sel perasa retina.
Segal a sesuatu yang dapat kita
i hat adal ah yang nemancar kan ge-
| onbang tersebut. Sesuatu yang
ti dak nenmancar kan gel onbang
el ekt romagneti k sudah pasti tidak
dapat kite lihat; Bukan itu saja.
Benda yang menancar kan gel om
bang el ektromagneti k pun bel um
tentu bisa kita |ihat. Sebabnya
adal ah kerana kemanpuan nata
kita sangat terbatas.
Harl ow (University of Wscon-
sin) MGaugh dan Thonpson
(University of California) serta
I rvine dal am bukunya PSYCHO-
LOGY (1971) nmenulis, blight



is aform()fel ectromagnetie radi a-
tion, or radiant energy. Visible
light is a very small region of the
total electromagnetic spectrum or
range of wavel engths, which extens
fromradio waves to visible light,
whi ch has wavel engths in the range
of 380 (violet) to about 760 (red)
mllimerons n.

Erti nya. bbcahaya adal ah satu
bent uk pancaran el cktronagnetik,
atau tenaga sinaran. Cahaya yang
kel i hat an adal ah daerah yang sangat
kecil dari kesel uruhan spektrum

cl ekt romagneti k, atau segal a jarak
gel onbang, yang bcrada di anmara
gel onbang radi o dan cal |l aya yang
dapat dilihat yang nenpunya

panj ang gel ombang dari 380 mlli -
m crons, untuk warna viol et,

sampai 760 m Hi mi crons. untuk
warna merah". Satu micron adal ah
sama dengan satu per scjuta neter.
Satu mllimcron sama dengan satu
perseribu m cron.

Memang sangat menari k sekal
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Mengapa Kita Ti dak

Dapat Mel i hat Tuhan?

gel ombang el ektromagneti k yang
panj angnya | ebih dari 760 nmilli-

m crons tidak dapat dilihat ol eh
mata kita, akan tetapi terasa ol eh
kulit kita dal am bentuk rasa panas.
la disebut infra nmerah. Gel onbang
infra merah inilah yang nenbuat
kulit kita terbakar

CGel onbang yang panj angnya

antara 760 mllimcrons sanpai
kira-kira 670 mllimcrons akan

di t erj enahkan ol eh otak manusi a
sebagai nerah. Sedangkan gel om
bang el ektromagneti k yang panj ang-
nya antara kira-kira 670 mllimc-
rons sanpai kira-kira 590
m|limcrons akan diterjemhkan

ol eh otak nmanusi a sebagai orange.
Antara kira-kira 590 mllimcrons
sanmpai kira-kira 530 millimcrons
akan diterjenmahkan sebagai kuning.
Dari kira-kira 530 mllimcrons
sanpai kira-kira 480 akan diter-

j emahkan sebagai hijau. Dari kira-
kira 480 sanmpai kira-kira 430 akan
di t erj enahkan sebagai biru. Dar
kira-kira 430 sampai kira-kira 380
akan diterjemhkan sebagai violet.
Sedi kit | ebih pendek dari 380
mllimcrons gel onbang el ektro-
magneti k itu tidak |agi dapat

di t erj emahkan ol eh otak manusi a
wal au pun ia juga masuk ke dal am
mata, meninpa retina. |a hanya
berupa gel onbang ultra viol et dan
kehadi rannya akan nerangsang

kulit mem bentuk vitanm n D

Benda yang tidak memancar kan

gel onbang antara 380 millimcrons
sampai 760 m|llimcrons tidak akan
dapat di kesan ol eh kekuatan peng-
i hatan atau di atas tadi kita



kat akan hi powcr of sight? Antara

[ ai n nol ekul - nol ekul bt oxygenhb,

yang nengi si udara kita ini kira-kira
21%ti dak dapat kita lihat.

Dem ki an pul a nol ekul - nmol ekul
"nitrogen" yang terdapat dal am



udara sanpai 78% puh tidak dapat
kita |ihat. Bukan kerana ia tidak
ada, tetapi hanya kerana ia tidak
nmemancar kan gel onbang el ekt r o-
magneti k antara 380 sanpai 760
mllimcrons tadi.

Segal a apa yang ada pun akan

ber ubah- ubah warnanya, jika sekira-
nya panj ang gel ombang el ekt r omag-
neti k yang di pancar kan ter sebut
berubah. H. L. Heys dal am bukunya
Physi cal Chemistry (1966) nenulls,
Ms zinc oxide changes froma
dal t om de conposition to a berthol -
lide one, its col our changes from
white to yellow. The change, how
ever, is reversed on cooling, when it
absor bs oxygen once nore.

Erti nya, "Kerana zink oksida
berubah dari konposisi "daltonide"
ke Il berthollidell, warnanya ber-
ubah dari putih ke kunjng. Akan
tetapi perubahan kenbali |ag
dengan pendi ngi nan, bila ia
menyerap "oxygenl!| sekali |agi
Perubahan warnalini teljadi bukan
kerana apa-apalL tetapi hanyal ah
kerana panj ang gel onbang el ektro-
magnet i k yang di pancar kannya
berubah. Dal am keadaan di ngi n
intensitas tertinggi dari gel ombahg
el ekt romagneti k yang di pancar kan
adal ah antara 380 sanpai 760

mllJ lrucrons secara nerata sehingga
yang kel i hat an adal ah konbi nas
dari konponen- konponen cahaya

yang wuj ud dal am bent uk cahaya
puti h. Sedangkan keti ka panas,

gel onbang el ektromagneti k yang

di pancar kan ol eh zi nk oksi da

adal ah terbanyak atau intensitasnya
paling tinggi antara 530 sanpa

590 m I limcrons.

Dem ki an pul a hal nya dal am

kehi dupan kita sehari-hari, apabila
war na kuni ng di canpur kan kepada
warna bl ru maka ia akan berubah
nmenj adi warna hijau. Tidak banyak
perubahan yang terjadi, hanya

sedi kit saj a perubahan panj ang

gel onbang. | ni nengganbar kan

keuni kan mata manusi a yang di ka-
runi akan ol eh Tuhan.

Sebal i knya ket i dakmanpuan

mat a manusi a nment erj emahkan

gel onbang el ekt romagneti k yang

| ebi h pendek dari 380 mllimcrons
dan tidak manpu pul a nenerj enah-
kan gel onbang el ekt ronagneti k

yang | ebi h panjang dari 760 mlli-
m crons pul a nengganbar kan

kepada kita betapa | emahnya mat a
manusi a. Dan dari sini pulal ah
nengganbar kan kepada kita betapa

t erbat asnya kemanpuan nmanusi a

itu.

CGel onbang terpendek 380 milli-

m crons sanpai gel ombang 760
mllimcrons yang dapat dili hat

ol eh manusi a hanyal ah satu baha-
gi an yang sangat kecil. Sedangkan



ada gel ombang yang panj angnya

| ebi h dari 100 neter. Lalu bererti

| ebi h dari 1000 kali 100, 000

| ebi h besar dari bahagi an yang bisa

kita lihat tadi. bila dibandi ngkan
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dengan satu gel onbang el il ki f ogfp.

magnet i k sepanj ang 380 neter ying

tidak dapat kita Iihat dengan mata,

wal au pun ia sebenarnya wuj ud.

I ni bermakna yang terlihat hanya-
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mahu ntli hatnya" O
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Dear Mal aysi an, we ask you for a small sacrifice. Put your ,
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Afriend of Aliran is a friend of the people.
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No. 6 Jal an Pantai Jerjak 11, Sg. N bong, t

11 900 Bayan Lepas, Pul au Pi nang.
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t THE CH NESE AND THE

AFRI CAN STUDENTS

he recent viol ence and street
protests by the Chinese

| against the African students

i n China have received worl d-w de
attention. The reports show that

the Chinese authority has not
handl ed the situation properly. In
fact the African students had com
apl ai ned of harassment by the

police and the university authori -
ti"

"gcismin whatever formis

agai nst humani ty and shoul d not be
tolerated. In the interest of justice
and fairness to all concerned, the
government of China should wel -

cone international investigation on
:the allegation of racial treatnent of
the African students. For instance,
the UN Commi ssion against racia

di scrimnation should be all owed

to conduct independent investiga-
tion on the recent incidents. The
aimw |l be to suggest ways to
rectify unfair practices and to

i mprove intercultural understanding
and rel ationshi p between the

Chi nese and the Africans.

The Chi nese government mnust

realise that the accusation of racia
oppression is a serious matter and
mam u

CURRENT. - COMVENT

A record of Aliranis conplete press statenments
made in the precedi ng nont hs

the recent incidents involving the
African students have becone an
international issue. It is therefore
also in the interest of China to
conduct a proper investigation. If
there is racism and we believe there
is, the Chinese governnent should
take i nmedi ate nmeasures to rectify
the situation and to ensure that the
African students can study in peace
and live in dignity.

Segregation is not the anchr: it

is apartheid. The Africans shoul d be
allowed to interact with their

Chi nese friends irrespective of sex.
Al so the African students should

not be treated differently fromthe
ot her foreign students such as those
fromthe United States and Britain
It is of course racial to call the
African students Il eigui which
literally means uBl ack Choststl Or
ttBlack Devils? This is especially
pai nful to the African students who
know Chi nese. | magi ne how t hey

| eel when they are called Ileigu
wherever they go. In fact there are
al so sone Chi nese outside (Thina

who refer to the people of dark

skin col our such as the Bl acks and
even South Indians as Heiguii This
racial attitude is nore w despread
than is generally knownt and shoul d



be regarded as a serious problemin
our fight against all forns of racism
THE DHAMVAPADA OF THE BuPPHA

i ncluding racial |abelling.

Sonme African students have al so
conpl ai ned that the Chi nese nane
for Africa, Fei Zhou (ttFei Con-
tinentll), is derogatory as the
character fei means ttnot", ttevill
etc. It connotes the negative sense.
It will be a good gesture if the

Chi nese governnent |eads the way

to provide a respectable |abel in
Chinese tor ttAliricall. In |l act in the
past the Chi nese governnent had
nodi fi ed the Chinese | abels for
sone 01' the national minorities in
the spirit of pronoting nutua
respect betWecn the Han mgjority
and the mnorities. For exanple,

the Chinese character for the Yao
mnority was changed fromKi wth
the itdogl’ radical to (g with the
tthuman" radical. Amv 013'!) ni-
durcd ax lii, with the "jade" radical
We hope the Chinese governnent

will show the sane spirit of friend-
ship to the Africans.

It is time the Chinese eradicate
raci al stereotypes and | abels for
certain category of nminorities and
foreigners. In this respect the

Chi nese ant hropol ogi sts and witers
have a challenging job which is tu

| ead the fight against ethnocentrism
and racism The mass nmedi a should

al so be quick to fight against
runours which are racial in nature.
It should al so be pointed out

that in Asia and for that matter in
the West too, there is very little
under standi ng of Africa, Africans
and their cultures, One won't be
surprised to find that many Asians
think lowly of Africans The

Western nmedi a whi ch have trenen-
dous influence in Asia and nost
third world countries are partly

to be blamed for they have often
portrayed the Africans in negative
terns as hel pless Victinms of famne
and backward people in general

The lack of contact is another cause
for the perpetuation of certain
stereotypes In fact the people

in Asia have | ess opportunity to
nmeet an African than the people

in sone Western cities which may
have Africans studying there. In
this respect, China is to be congra-
tul ated for providing educationa
opportunities for Africans. She is
in a good position to |lead the rest
of Asia to have nore intercultura
interaction with the people of
Africa.

Overall the people of China and

the rest of the world need to learn
nore about Africa and her people

as well as the real causes of

suf ferings which have befallen



many Africans.

Tan Chee- Beng

10 January 1989 Exco Menber
(The above statenent has not
appeared in any daily - Editor)



ELI M NATI NG

MALPRACTI CES?

LI RAN does not think that

A a Cabinet Committee will be

abl e to check mal practices

in government since sonme of the

nost serious nal practices in recent
times are linked in one way or an-
other, to the Cabinet. The North-
Sout h Hi ghway contract, the

Kuci ng Hi ghway project, the UMBC
scandal and the EPF-Makuwasa

epi sode woul d be sonme of the

better known exanpl es.

If the governnent is really

sincere about curbing corruption
and exposing financial m sdeeds
then it would not hesitate to under-
take the followi ng nmeasures.

One, it would allow the daily
newspaper and Radi o-and Tel evi -

sion to anal yse and eval uate wth-
out fear or favour the various
financial scandal s that have pl agued
the nation in the last 10 years.
Two, the government woul d

renove those clauses in the Oficia
Secrets Act and the Printing Presses
and Publications Act which inhibit
journalists fromcarrying out inves-
tigations into alleged mal practices
in high places. Only if journalists,
soci al activists and opposition poli -
ticians have the freedomto expose
wr ongdoi ngs - wi t hout being

haul ed up by the authorities -

will they be able to help create a
cul ture which abhors corruption.
Three, the government woul d

nmake the Anti-Corruption Agency

an i ndependent body not

controlled in any way by the
Executive. An independent Anti -
Corruption Comm ssion shoul d be
given iron-clad protection through
various Constitutional guarantees
and woul d be directly answerabl e

to Parlianent.

Four, the government woul d

amend the present AntieCorruption
Act to give nore extensive powers
to anti-corruption personnel to

i nvesti gate and prosecute the
corrupt in both the public and
private sectors.

Five, the government woul d

require all Cabinet Mnisters, inclu-
ding the Prine Mnister, to declare
their assets and liabilities in a public
regi ster accessible to the ordinary
citizen. This declaration of assets
and liabilities should be updated
annual |y and woul d be subjected to
scrutiny by an independent Anti -
Corruption Conmi ssi on

For a start, the government

shoul d denpnstrate that it is
sincere about fighting mal practices
by prohibiting the Barisan Nasi ona
fromoffering all sorts of induce-
nents in the form of devel opnent



assistance to the voters of Anpang
Jaya. O fering inducenents to

The Orangwi ksli : a gentle people;
voters and using State facilities and
the privileges of public office to
canpai gn for a particular candidate
tantanmount to bribery and corrup-
tion. If the Cabinet cannot get rid
of this formof malpractice, then it
shoul d stop pretending that it is
deternmined to elinmnate the finan-
cial misdeeds of the high and

m ghty.

Chandra Muzaffar

1 1 January 1989 President

Dl STORTED VI EW OF THE

ORANG ASLI

recent newspaper report in a

Chi nese daily about canni -

bal i sm anbng an Orang Asli

famly is nmost irresponsible. Airan
is glad that the Director-General of
the Orang Ain Departnent (JOA)

had conme out quickly to criticise
the irresponsible report. The Orang
Asli are a gentle people, and as
expl ai ned by the Director-General
they have no history of canniba-
[ism

ALI RAN notes that JOA will be

di scussing the issue with its | ega
adviser. A full investigation is
appropriate. At the |east the news-
paper concerned shoul d apol ogi se
tor its irresponsible manner O
reporting about the Orang Asli.

As to the Orang Ash woman

al l egedly shot by a farnmer,

ALI RAN notes that the police and
the JOA are investigating the
incident. Wt trust that the public
will be inforned of the outcone

and that just action will be taken
The recent irresponsible news-
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paper reports show that there is
still a need to educate the M -

si an peopl e about our indige
[tminorities" such as the Orang

Qur newspaper should play a nore
positive role. They shoul d repot
about the Orang Asli objectively
and fairly as well as highlight th
many problens which they face in
the nodern nation-state.

Tan Chee Bani

Exco Menber

12 January 1989

(The above statenent has not
appeared in any daily - Editor)

THE CONDI TI ONAL

RELEASE OF ElI GHT | SA

DETAI NEES

w hile - Aliran wel conege

rel ease of the eight |ISA

det ai nees yesterday, it is

di stressing to learn that such severe
restrictions have been inposed

upon their freedom These restric-
tions are not only unjust but also
a cruel denial of their basic human



dignity.

It is inmportant to observe that

al nost all the | SA detainees from
Qperation Lallang released in the
course of 1988 have severe restric-
tions inmposed upon their noile-
ments and their participation in
public life. These restrictions render
their freedom nmeani ngl ess.

Aliran calls upon the govern-

nent to renove i medi ately the
conditions inposed upon the eight
det ai nees rel eased yesterday and
upon all the ex-detai nees who have
been granted conditional releases.
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i nterests of business profits in sup
has acted in cohort with

t he
i ssued noti ces.
It is very

to renove the bl ockades after being
ey had refused

clear that state power

sayi ng

Penans.

reports

sour ce

ARREST OF PENANS

Accordi ng

(16-1-89) brings

foll owi ng conp

| oggi ng conpani es.

Penans stubborn. Th

ment have again arrested nore
road bl ockades to 81.

arrested since last week for illega
Forestry Director was qu

It is significant that the

I N SARAVWAK

liran is sad to learn that the
Police and officers of the

Sar awak Forestry Depart-

t o neWspaper

the 57 arrests on Mnday

the total nunber

that the departnment acted
laints fromtwo

He called the

Sar awak

oted as

protection of their livelihood

X
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Who are still in Kanmunting shoul d
W

i-ftely

MWhe governnent to rel ease i medi a-
remai ni ng

and

Tuncondi tional | y.

1: 15 January 1989

seven det ai nees

uncondi tional |y

(The above statenent has not

.appeared in any daily - Editor)

At the same tinme, Aliran urges

Operation Lal ang of October 1987.

x111 fact, all other political detainees

al so be released - inmediately and

Chandra Muzaffar

Pr esi dent

t he

from

Are you aware of the issues affecting our future?

00 you want to know what is reaily happeni ng?

Get a grasp of the issues and events that aftect us as
Mal aysi ans what ever our ethnic or religious background.
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c REFLECTION!' ON THE M Yl | AN
CONSTI TUTION - .1 2.10
- A conmpilation of mmpnernd at o Qonhnnee on "Refl ections on the
Mal aysi an Connitutlon: 30 Years After Merdeka." The topics Iddmud include
the Hi storical Background, the Role of the Monarchy, the Role of tho Judlellry,
the Role of the Parliament, the Role of the Executive, Sate and Federal
Rel ations, the Rule of Law, Fundanmental Libertine, the Ethnic D nom en and
Islamin tho Cormotion. '’
o FREEDOM m FETTERS - 81010 D 4
Conpr ehensi ve nudyof the nmu of denocracy In Mleynla. Deals with Il the
maj or lawn and institution: niovemto an undormdl ng of denocracy in
Meinvsiu. It exam ne: all the major trends and devel opments whi ch have
I nfluenced the practice of denocracy in MIm a.
DI ALOGUE on DEMOCRACY - $.20 D
Col l ection of speech" made by | eaders of vnriout political parties and public
Inuren weietln in connection with the Third Di el ogue of Concern 'on
Per | i nmenurv Denocrecy.
0 VWE SHALL OVEi OOMVE - &0N68 OF
OF HUMANI TY - $4. 20
Arich Ind varied collection of songs duling with reality, hope, freedom Justice,
unity, peace and conpani on
e THEAN TEI K: THE OTHER SI DE OF
DEVELOPMENT - $.20 El
Di scusses the Them Tei k Estate di spute objectively, raising the question
"Devel opment for whon?"
a ARVMS RACE: HUMANITY mcnmsns - $.20 C
Refl ects ; conmon humanitarian viewpoint on the twin! realities of nodern
warfare and attenpts to consider the transformati on of nan and society as the
nmeans towards achieving a worl dwi de peace.
- connunou 44.20 D .
An easily .nmadable, informative and anal yticei collection of papers on various
aspect of is social scourge presented by Aliran officials end guest speakers at
an Aiiren innr on Corruption
Books in Bail!!l Ml aysia
0 SPERSAJALAN 43.70 El -
Apakah Asia Tenmara Sol enm? Mengapa Terdnmt Kemi ski nan Dal am
Masyar akat Kite? Apnkah- Di e Kebudayaan Nasi onal ? Mengupa Adanye
Kekur angan "Rumah? Mengapa Wij udnya Poi ari sasi KaunirDapat kan j awapen-
nya dal | m buku ini.
0 | SA DAN KESELAVATAN NEGARA -$5.20 D
Buku ini memnbi carakan undang-undang | SA. | a nemaparkan tentang ketidakv
odi | annya, tentang kezal i mannye. | a cube nenberi genbnran tentang apa
sebenarnya yang beri aku pada bul an Cktober 1987 bile | ebih 100 orang
di t angkap di bawah | SA.
0 PANDANGAN ALI RAN -310.20 D
Moni | ai persoal an- persoal en masyarakat secure kritis den rasional. Mengkai
penyakit masyarakat seperti rasuah, perkauman, kem ski nan dan peni ndasan
Mengandungl pendepat, analisa, cadangan den konmen Alirln tentang isu-isu
59nm yang i arang tersiar di akhbar-akhbar tenpatan.
0 CABARAN- CABARAN SEMASA - 87.20 D
Suatu kajian yang nmendal am t ont ang cabar an- cabaran yang kita hadapi dal am
bi dang denokrasi, ekonom , kenmasyuakatan, pendi di kan, kemanusi aan, hak
asasi nmanusi a dan hal - ehwal ant arabangsa.
i I ndi cnh nunber ordered in box next to title.
NaE: M/ VN M
Addr ess:
" Pl ease include $0.50 for bank comm ssion for outstation cheques.
" For local orden, prices quoted are ineiusive of postage.
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and 100% of total order for airneil
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pressing the needs and .inte
the Penans. People do not"
road bl ockades for no good reuom
If the Penans have done so it is onl
because the effects of tinmbertiog
gi ng have constricted their neans 0
l'ivelihood which much dependi’ o



the well-being of the forests. We
one considers that the Penans |iav
but adopted a non-vi ol ent course ofl
action - in this case by bl ocka’ din
roads to inpede the process) of.
timber logging - in the face of.
hostil e, unsynpathetic political an
busi ness interests, the Penans’

pl i ght becomes obviously pathetic,
It goes against the grain of-
justice for people to be arrested for;
resorting to a non-violent form of!
action in protection of theiriliveld
lihood. As |long as we are incapable
of treating the less privilegedi of,
soci ety with understandi ng and.
humanity, it will remain a hollo
goal for us to seek transfornmation
to the status of a devel op

i ndustrialised country.

19 January 1989

(The above statenent has not
appeared in any daily - Editor)

THE AMPANG JAYA 1

BY- ELECTI ON

s the crucial Ampang Jaya.

hyeel ecti on draws near, the

Bari san Nasi onal appears to:

have become nore and nore com

munal in sonme of its pronounce-|
ments. ALIRAN is perturbed byl

this unhealthy trend. 5

The Bari san Nasional, t igh

Radi o and Tel evi si on, ke onf

rem ndi ng the people of the tragedy .
of iMay 13th’ and the danger of
another riot. It is obvious that the
ulterior notive is to frighten the
voters oll Ampang Jaya. By instil-
ing fear anong the voters, the

Bari san hopes they will cone out:
in support of its candi date.

It is imoral to use such | oath-
some tactics to win an electora
contest. Support should be

obt ai ned t hrough appeals to the
positive side of human nature.
Exploiting latent fears is both a
negative and destructive electoral.
tactic.

Executive Committee

27 January 1989 ALI RAN

(The above statenent has not
appeared in any daily - Editor)



RELEASE OF 5 18A

DETAI NEES

:1 311:

e wi sh we coul d express

our joy over the rel ease of

5 | SA det ai nees yesterday.

: fthe severe conditions inposed
R311 Karpal Singh, P Patto, Dr
Bit Hashim Yusuf Husin and

' aruzaman |smail are so restric-
34eribe themas "free human

oei ngs".

" "gALI RAN cal I s upon the govern-
116111: to renove these conditions
nredi ately. The conditions

tm x) osed upon all the other ex- |-SA
| uet ai nees shoul d al so be renoved at
I mce.

1"At the sane tine, ALIRAN asks
the government to rel ease i nmedi a-
tely and unconditionally the | ast
1two detainees e from Qperation
Lal l ang, nanely, LimKit Siang and
. n, GQuan,Eng. It is a shane
"ather and son should still be
in jail. W cannot help but wonder
Hhet her there isnit an el enent of
"dictiveness in the continued im
prisonment of the two Lins
1. File I SA rel eases yesterday, and
ot her previous rel eases seemto re-
eal a certain pattern.\Wenevel a
ly-election is on, sone detainees
we rel eased. This happened in the
Danjung Putri and Johor Baru by-
-lections and has happened twice in
he course of the present Anpang-
| aYa by-election. Is this a nere
:oi nci dence? Or does the govern-
nent chose to rel ease | SA detai nees
iuring by-elections so that its
saublic inage woul d be bol stered? If
it is the latter, then it shows clearly
that political rather than security
consi derati ons dom nate | SA
.operations. The timng of |ISA
rel eases may well be yet anot her
ni ece of evidence which hel ps
List!" a point that has often
hwade: the 1SAis a politica
nmol which serves the interests of
che ruling elite
I
|
Executive
1
127 January 1989 Committee
L(The above statenent has not
appeared in any daily - Editor)
1 UWGO S BI RTHDAY AND
CONSTI TUTI ONAL NORMS
1 LIRAN notes that in yes-
| terdayls New Straits Tines
(1 February 1989) there
was a report which stated that the
King had instructed that a pl aque
be erected at the banquet hall of
the Istana to conmrenorate the
birth of UVWO. It added that
"UWMNO president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanmadi is expected to



address the gathering just before

the King unveils the plaque."

ALI RAN only hopes that the

report is not true. The King who is

a constitutional nonarch, standing

above party_politics. should not

be involved in a function organised

by a political party. The non-

parti san character and role of the

nonar chy shoul d be preserved and

protected in the interest of cons-

titutional rule and parlianentary

denocr acy.

THE PO ST- 1990

ECONOM C PCLI CY

A 5 readers of Aliran Monthly

will be aware, the governnment has set up the Nationa
Econom ¢ Consultative Council to fornulate a post-
1990 Econonic Policy for the nation. W wel come

Vi ews, suggestions and proposals fromreaders on a
post-1 990 Economic Policy., In particular, we would
i ke subm ssions on the goals of a post-1 990
Econonmic Policy as well as strategies and approaches
for the attai nment of those goals. Please address your
submi ssions to

Sdr. S Suhr amani am

c/ o ALI RAN

6 Jal an Pantai Jerjak Sebel as

Sungai Ni bong

I 1 900 Pui au Pi nang
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4) fly 'y "31:; He; t

The King : above party politics.

It is of course true that UWNO

was born on May 11, 1946 at the

| stana grounds in Johor Batu. Due
recogni tion should be given to

this historical fact. But that does
not mean that UVNO shoul d

i nvol ve the King (who is the Sultan
of Johor) in a party cel ebration

If UMNO s inaugral neeting was

held at the Istana ia Johor Baru it
was partly because UVNO was, up

to that point, a mass Ml ay nove-
ment which enbraced all strata of
the community, including the Sul-
tans. Its principal concern was
fighting the Ml ayan Uni on which

al so affected the position of the
Mal ay nmonarchs. UMNO becane a
political party, in the real sense of
the word, only after that neeting.
Once UWNO becane a politica

party the Rulers were not involved
in the organization. After the

est abl i shnent of the Federation of
Mal aya Agreenment in 1948 and the
creation of constitutiona

nonarchs, the Sultans scrupul ously
avoi ded party politics.

Though the principle that the

Rul ers shoul d stay out of party
politics has been breached now and
then since Merdeka, our nonarchs
have, on the whole, adhered to it.
This is to their credit. Now nore
than ever before, there is a need to
ensure that the non-partisan inage
of the nonarchy is not tarnished in
any way.

ALI RAN hopes that Hi s

Maj estyl s Cabinet will advise

L' MNO Secretary- General, Datuk
Mohamed Rahmat, to ensure that

H's Majesty is not for’ced to com
prom se on constitutional proprie-
ties.

Chandra Muzaffar

2 February 1989 President

(The above statenment has not
appeared in any daily - Editor)

THE NEXT AGONG - AS | SEE IT continued from page 3
ing the birth of UWO It was
reported in a |l ocal newspaper that
the present King, the Sultan of
Johor, has been invited to unvei
the plaque marking UMNO s birth

at the old Istana in Johor Batu?
What if another political group |ike
Senmangat 46 invites the King or a
Sultan to one of its functions? If he
goes to one party function he cantt
refuse other political parties. live
al ways enphasi sed that the Rulers
It would be a good thing Il the
Conference of Rulers can give an
appropriate title to the nowt
Permatourt. Thlo lo merely mny
suggestion. In any case. this to only
smal | matter.

shoul d never be partisan. This is



i mportant to preserve the principle
of a Constitutional Mpnarchy.

There is another matter Iim
concerned about. Wen a Rul er
becones t he Agong he bel ongs to

the entire nation. He should not
behave as if he is still the Sultan of
his particular State. He should not
identify himself too nuch with

only his State. This has happened in
the recent past.

Aliran Monthly: Docs all this mean
Qur Constitution, | must Stress. |ay.
out the role, the duties and the
responsibilities of only the Yang D
Pertuan Agony, not his consort. Tho
consort has no constitutional role.
that there is a need to restore the
original Vision of the Mnarchy as
contained in the Constitution?
Tunku: After 31 years there is a
need to review the role of the

nati ons Monarch. of the Yang Di
Pertuan Agong, with the aim of
strengthening his position as the
38

custodi an of the Constitution.
began to feel quite strongly abo
this as a result of the 1983 Const’
tutional crisis. At that tinme th
Prime Mnister Dr Mahathir, nad-
"ah’iattenpt to do away with th
royal assent for bills approved bt
Parliament. Though there was
conprom se and the Agong toda

has the power to delay assent for
nmonth, a Bill can becorme | aw nov

wi t hout the royal assent after a
certain period of tine. Al bill
shoul d have the royal assent befor
they beconme law. This is to ensur
that aws are not made whic
transgress the rule of law and th
fundarmental |iberties contained

the Constitution. It is the duty 01
the Agong to act as the custodia

of the Constitution. O herwi se,
political |eader whose anbitio.
knows no bounds may throu

| egi sl ation destroy the Constitutio
itself. He may replace the present
form of governnent with some-

thing el se. He may nake Mal aysi a
into a Republic and a dictatorship
In order to prevent this, |'m
proposing that a commttee be set
up to look into how the role of the
Agong as the custodian of the
Constitution can be strengthened.
This is for the good of the nation
and people. O



E

V THE PM S | LLNESS conti nued

from back page

& as | know he does not find time for
,V, the luxury of such an exam nation
When he was stricken with chest.

.; pains he was rushed to the hospita
"where he was placed in the Cardiac
1 Care Unit (CCU). He was found to

a; have a cardiac infarct with a | ow
4. bl ood pressure, which in a patient
9 with a heart attack is often not a
;; good sign. Yet the news bulletin
1 issued the next day stated that he
, was confortable and wal ki ng about
in his roomwhen in fact, he was
ordered to bed.

The governnent mnust renenber

that in the case ofa VIP in hospita
_ wWith a serious ailnment it is difficult
to keep the secret of the VIPis ill-
s within the hospital. There will
nmany doctors attending to the
patient. There are nurses, atten-
dants, amahs, |aboratory techni-
cians, all of whomw Il know what

is wong with the patient. How can

i: thel hospital keep all these people
" quiet? They have friends and re-

| latives and in a noment of weak-
ness they will talk. In any case,

" they will talk when they see the
patient lying in bed while the news
bulletin issued by the hospita

aut horities proclainms |oud and bold
that the patient is confortable
wal ki ng about in his roomand eat-
ing his nmeals well.

The sane sort of news was

i ssued by the hospital authorities

al nost everyday since Jan ' 18.

C can understand now why t he

$rnment may not want to revea

t 0 whole truth regarding the

health of the Prime Mnister to the
people of this country. It" the whole
truth cannot be told, one would

hope that sonething akin to the
truth had been told. But the

medi cal bulletins ignored the fact
the Prime Mnister had a serious
heart attack which | ater neces-
sitated a by-pass operation. The
governnent has lost all credibility.
certainly anongst the doctors.

The director of the Kual a

Lunpur Ceneral Hospital Dr C

i onsecku nust know that the

medi cal bulletins issued under his 1
nane nade him a | aughi ng stock
anongst doctors in this country.

How can a patient who has had a

heart attack be wal ki ng about in his
roon? Is he a superman? If it was
decided that the heart attack be

hi dden fromthe people of this
country, at least the story put out
by Dr Fonsecka shoul d be pl ausi -

bl e. Dr Fonsecka has mi ssed the

first lesson in public relations,
which is that his story nust tell the



truth. How can the governnent

expect the people of this country,
especially the doctors, to believe
any nedical bulletin when it has
told a lie about the Prime Mnisterls
illness. There was no need to tel
alie.

The illness was a straight for-

ward one. There was no need to

hide it fromthe public. In any case,
| was told the next day that the
Prime M nister had | ow bl ood
pressure when adnmitted. The’' day
after, on Friday, | was told that an
Ameri can doctor had flown in to

advi se on Dr Mahathirls condition

By the end of the week, the deci-
sion had been nade to operate on
himin Kual a Lunpur.

He had been offered two

choices. One was to be flown to the
United States and the other to be
operated in Kuala Lunpur by |oca
doctors. It is to Dr Mahathirls
credit that he chose to be operated
in Kual a Lumpur by | ocal doctors.
It is refreshing to know that he has
faith in our own doctors and that
their operation was successful. | do
hope t hat when the Kings birthday
honours are given out by the

m ddl e of this year the doctors

i nvol ved will be suitably rewarded.
Now that we are told that the
operation has been successful and

Dr Mahathir is recuperating at

hone, the question that is on the
lips of nmpbst Mal aysians is WHAT
NEXT? |Is he going to carry on as
usual and run the risk of another
heart attack (which could be bad

for hin) or is he going to be sen-

si bl e and put his house in ordcv and
then resign his post? That way he
may live a few nore years and

enj oy the peace and confort that

he is entitled to. Since 1981 he has
led a strenous |life after taking over
from Hussein. | have ot’ten \Wn-
dered how he manages at this pace.
Any | esser nortal may well have

39

succunbed to the pressures of his
office but Dr Mahathir is alive and
ki cki ng!

In deciding his own future Dr.

Mahat hir can | ook to the exanples

of his own coll eagues. There is the
exanpl e of Tun Hussein who

st epped down soon after his by-pass
operation. He was’ wi se to resign

and has lived nmore than seven years
and may he have many nore years

of useful |ife ahead. There is also
the exanpl e of his deputy, Ghafar
Baba, who too had a by-pass
operation and has continued as
Deputy Prine Mnister. But with

due respect to Encik Gnhafar, the

of fice of Deputy Prine Mnister is
not the same as that of Prine



M nister in terns of pressure and
responsi bility.

More than 10 years ago, | was
admtted to the University Hospita
after a. stroke and there | net

the late Tan Sri Mani kavasagam He
had just been through a by-pass
operation and asked ne whet her he
should retire fromoffice. I told him
that he should certainly retire and
spend the rest of his days tending
to the flowers in his garden. Al as,
he did not listen to ny advice and
a few nmonths | ater, passed away
after a massive heart attack.

If Dr Mahathir should retire,

there may well be a tussle for the
Prime Mnistership. In order to
avoid this, it wuld be sensible
for Encik CGhafar to assune the
Prime Mnistership as a stop gap
neasure for about two years.

After that, he should let the
younger contestants fight it out
anong t hensel ves. The genera

el ection may be due by late 1990
and this may have sone i npact

upon the tight wi thin UWVNO Batu.
This scenario of course takes into
consi deration candi dates |i ke Datuk
Musa Hi tam Datuk Abdul | ah

Badawi and Enci k Anwar | brahim
There are al so the clains of yet
anot her candi date Tengku Raza-

| ei gh Hanzah. He is outside UWMNO
Baru but will tussle for high office.
We are in for stirring times and

| et us hope that the winner wll
have respect for- denocracy and the
judiciary and will not just pay lip
service to human rights and funda-
mental liberties. O



THE PM S | LLNESS

CGH director lied about PMs condition
Political comentator and a nedical doctor hinmself, TAN SRI DR TAN CHEE KHOON advi ses
Dr Mahathir to step down for his own good. The PMs Ochest pains" were nmuch nore serious
than what the public was nade to believe.
The war in the Far East gave

rise to a new word SNAFU,

that is Situation Nornal Al

F. . . Up, which was coined by the
615 of the Anerican Arny in the

Chi na- BurmaeTheatre of the War in

the Far East. The 615 were bored

with the arnyis daily press rel eases
stating that the situation was

normal when in actual fact it

wasn, t .

This rem nds ne of the recent

illness of the Prine Mnister. On the
norni ng of the Jan 18, Datuk Ser

Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had chest

pai ns and wasrushed to the Kual a
Lunpur General Hospital. 1 remem

ber in 1981, shortly after Dr
Mahat hi r succeeded Tun Hussein

Onn as Prime Mnister, he fainted
while taking a ride on an el ephant
during a tour of Kedah. Hi s nedica
attendants did not pay too much
attention to this fainting spell of
the doctor at that tine. Here one
nmust renenber that the Prine

Mnister is at the sane time a senior
physician with a mind of his own.

And |ikt npost doctors, he is a poor
pati ent. He shoul d have been tho-
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roughly examned to find

whet her he should go sl ow then.

It is well known that Dr Mha-

thir has set a very hectic pace for
hinsel f of late. During his recent
visit to Europe and the United

States he would rise at 0700 hours
and his diary would take himright

up to 2300 hours. Many of those

who acconpani ed hi m were much
younger, but could not stand the
pace. A person with such a life-style
shoul d have a.thorough exam na-

tion at | east once a year, but as far
conti nued overl eaf



