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ANC - CUSO

SOUTH AFRICA WOMENS' TOUR OF CANADA

MARCH / APRIL 1977.

  

Cities Visited:

Windsor; St. Catherines; Toronto; Ottawa; Montrea1;Lennoxville§

Sudbury; Winnipeg; Regina; Edmonton; Vancouver; Kingston;Halifax.

Total Number of Cities Visited:

Twelve.

Total Number of Days in Canada:

Thirty seven days.

Co-ordinating GrouEs in Each Citx:

Windsor: CUSO and Windsor Peace Council.

St. Catherines : CUSO

TORONTO: African National Congress($outh Africa)

CUSO

Canadians Concerned About Southern Africa

Toronto Committee for the Liberation of Southern Africa.

Toronto Association for Peace.

Ottawa: CUSO / Southern Africa Information Group (SAIG)

Montreal: CUSO / SUCO/ Anti -Apartheid Movement.

 

Lennoxville: “ H n n ”

Sudburx: CUSO

WinniBeg: CUSO

Anti-Apartheid Movement of Manitoba

Manitoba Anti-Apartheid Coalition.

Regina: Regina Coalition for a free Southern Africa.

Edmonton: Free Southern Africa Committee.

Vancouver:Southern Africa ActionnCoalition.(SAAC) ,

CUSO

Kingston: Kingston Anti-Apartheid Committee

Halifax: CUSO

Southern Africa Information Group (SAIG)  
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Total Number of GrouEs Involved in Co-ordinating:

Seventeen

__..__aeubi_icveetin
One in each City ; Total of 37.

Average attendence: 250.

'VW:'A . Largest Attendence: Vancouver - 350

smallest attendence: Windsor- #0-

_Daf'tw‘,,fl 2' Format of meetings: Introduction

,: "v, . , Film - ' There is no Crlsis'

.- « ~ ‘ “Pho
Kate

Questions.

General ResBonse : Positive from audience. Some Problem

questions but well handled and answwered

by Kate and Mpho.

Meetings With Trade Unions:

Nine meetings - with locals, provincial and one with the

executive and staff of the Canadian Labour Congress. All

proved to be useful in the sense that greater interest

and attention would be directed to the South African struggle.l

racw_j" ' These meetings also helped to popularise Infosa (Information

South Africa - published and distributed by ANC (CANADA) and

funded by CUSO).The labour movement of British Columbia and

Manitoba not only expressed their moral support but were keen

to take concrete action on South Africa and promised assistance

to the liberation movement - ANC.

Government Meetings:

In Ottawa Kate and Mpho were guests of David McDonald (MP)

toa luncheon,sponsored by CUSO / SAIG, at the House of Commons

where they addressed several Members of Parliament. Although there were no real direct benefits arising out of this meeting
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the fact that two members of the liberation movement had the oppurtunity to put

EQMENS GROUP:

forward the case of the liberation movement was in itself a

useful exercise .In Manitoba a member of the legislature brought

greetings from the Manitoba Government to the Public Meeting.

Kate ,Mpho, And Joe also met with Ken Dillon (MLA) and the

Attorney General of Manitoba who promised to assist with the ANC

school project for Tanzania.I

Meetings with womens groups were arranged in every city visited.

Covered were such groups as ; Young Womens Christian Association;

Voice of Women; Canadian Council for Women. The CCW undertook to

collect clothing and food for ANC (students) in Tanzania and Angola.

in Woronto representatives of womens groups attended a meeting

addresed by Kate and Mpho and organised by the ANC Womens Section

\in Toronto.

Television: Coverage was wide in all the major centres such as

Toronto, Montreal, Ottawa, Winnipeg, Edmonton, Regina, and Vancouver.

The appearence at the beginning of the tour on the national network

ithe CBC-_show - the Peter Gzowski Show - set the pace and the

interest for the duration of the tour.

in Toronto Global TV especially called to express their thanks

for one of the best programmes they had televised (response

recorded by public phoning the station).

Radio: Wide radio coverage (mainly interviews) all accross the

country on local and national statiOns- CBC; Radio Canada (French)etc.

Newsgagersz Although there was excellant coverage in all community

papers and a number of trade union papers, the large newspapers

especially in Toronto (STAR, GLOBE, SUN) did not even mention the

tour. Howeven, newspapers in Winnipeg( Free Winnipeg Press) , in

Edmonton (Edmonton Journaj), and in Vancouver, provided good coverage.
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Most press conferences were poorly attended.

Schools, Universities, and Colleges:

Schools, Universities, and Colleges were visited in all the

tour centres.

A keen interest was diSpiayed by the students, who asked many

questions with the object of knowing and understanding the

situation better.

In Toronto Mpho visited schools daily for a week addressing three

to foor classrooms at a time. She evoked tremendous interest and

concern on the situation in South Afri<2.

Botthate and Mpho and the ANC realised that knowledgev about the

reai situation in South Africa is either lacking or in some

instancesvnoneexistant.

Stgdents in one high school in Toronto undertook(Victoria Park

Collegiate) to collect items such as pens, pencils, writing books,.

for Soweto students now based in Tanziania and Angola.

South African Community in Canada:
 

Meetings were heid with South Africans,resident in Canada, in

centres where there is a large concentration of South Africans

sqch as in Toronto, Montreal, Winnipeg , and Vancouver.

These meetings proved to be useful because they heiped mobilise

these; South Africans around support and recognition for the

ANC.

The tour received endorsation from the Candian Council of Churches

as well as all the major church organizations in Canada- the United

Church; the Anglican Church; the Canadian Catholic Organization

for Development and Peace; and the Presbyterian Church. Kate and Mpho

were guests at a dinner organised by the Canadian Councii of Churches

Both spoke at this dinner meeting which was attended by representatives

of several church organizations .There was also participation

of the church in many of the centres visitted.  
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Organisation:

Al ANC/ CUSO - Contact and Co-oberation:

In organising and planning the tour at the national level there

was both satisfactory contact and co-operation .Both ANC and

CUSO jointly planned the itinarary and suggested programme for

each centre. H

Co=ordinating groups for each centre were also decided upon jointly

by ANC and CUSO.

There was constant exchange of information and progress reports

from ANC to CUSO and vice versa.

Joint meetings were held - two meetings were held in Ottawa and

two in Toronto=invoiving Joe Saioojee, and Zaheer Bhyat (ANC)

and jackieIChernian and Jean Christie (CUSO). Both ANC and CUSO (Ottawa) mailed out informationto the co-ordinating

groups«accross the country; e.g. Press Releases, Photogrpahs;

itiniraries, programme outline sheets etc.

ANC also maintained contact with CUSO offices accross the country.

There were no problems of organization, of the disemmination

and receiving of information. However, Cuso personnel experienced

problems in.Winnipeg with the two groups assisting in co-ordinating

the programme. The names of both groups were suggested by ANC.

The TWO groups concerned have an age old animosity and refused‘

to work together and this presented CUSO Manitoba with endless

‘1“. ;r 0 problems.

No such problems were experienced in other centres.

Publicity:

ANC with the agreement of CUSOLOttawa) undertook to take.care of

publicity. Posters (20”x 15”) were designed by ANC -5000 were

prbnted ‘together with 10,000 handbiils. These were bussed to all

centres accross the country and well in advance.

-As mentioned earlier press reieases ,photographs,biographicai notes,

and other material was also mailed by ANC on a joint ANC/CUSO letterhead.  
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The dispstch of publicity material could have been earlier -the

delay was caused by the late artival of names , biographies,

and photogrphs from ANC or CUSO or both in Africa.

Budget:

The original estimate of the budget for the tour became out

of focus. The original budget had to be increased for the following

reasons:

1) Two airfares from Africa instead of one.

2) Three airfares accross Canada instead of one or two. ANCQHead

Office) request that ANC(in CANADA) person accompany the two women

accross the country.

3. CUSO Ottawa was slow in advancing money to ANC6CANADA) for

expenses - printing, postage etc.

h. Although CUSO increased the budget there was still a shortfall

which was covered by funds contributed to the ANC during the tour-

such as collections at Public meetings where ANC made a special

appeal for contributions.

(SEE ATTACHED BUDGET AND EXPENDITURE SHEETw

GENERAL COMMENTS:

The tour in general had a tremendous impact on the Canadian public

in general.

It clearly strengthened the following areas;

ah Enlightened and educated the Canadian public of the problems

of South Africa- ih particular enabling them to visualise the

nature of unjust society as manifested in Apartheid . Problems of

racism show themselves in all societies - racism is a disease of

the mind-. In Canada the problem of racism has become a concern

- South Africa presents an excellent example for Canadians to

see that racism is a dangerous weapon which has to be abolished.‘

The one question of concern that was posed throughout the tour

was 'What will happen to to whites in South Africa when the black man

takes over?”. This was answered by Kate not as a racially oriented
—__——_J
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probiem but one dealing with the people (no matter what coiourO

She clearly stated , and this had a tremendous impact on

Canadians , that racism is manifested by the Apartheid system

which is closely tied to imperialism . And that the oppressed

people of South Africa and their liberation movement -the ANC-

is crystal clear that racism shall have no piace in the future

South Africa. She constantly referred to the ANC programme

the Freedom Charter - ”That South Africa belongs to §ll_who live
in it (black and white%.“.

b% The justification of armed struggle in South Africa has been

another main area of concern for many Canadians. Kate explained

this very well and her explanation was generally accepted; that

”the South African regime has carried out a reign of terror

- violence of the State-for decades , shooting black people

who expressed peacefuiiy=their demands for basic human rights.

It is the violence and terror of the state that has left the

people of South Africa with no choice but to resort to arms.

CO The tour has given ANC (in Canada) and CUSO offices many new

contacts..

d? Interest on the Southern African Question has no doubt been

aroused to a higher level as a result of the tour . This will

of course mean more work for ANC and CUSO.

The tour laid the basis for creating the conditions for Canadian

interest in the outside world (in this Case South Africau ,a good

choice because it has become the most important international

concern for human rights 9 .

A good follow up would be a joint tour of the leadership of all

three liberation movements in Southern Africa - ANC, SWAPO,

and THE PATRIOTIC FRONT.
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he's got to the senior citizens
V1110 1111c 1115 music. and we
eVpL'L't more of him than
this."

Welk. V1110 was away on
tour. sometimes
VieckL-nds in 21 traiicr home
in the park in San Diego
County.

Ted Lennon, uncle of the

singing Lennon Sisters and
executive vice-president of
Wclk‘s Teleklcn Productions
Inc" said inflation and the
need for a reasonabh'. profit
led to the increases in
mommy rentals to between

$147.50 and $210 for the 200
mobile home sites. '

Mormon Church Presi-
dent Spencer W. K111111211 cc]-
ebratcd his 82nd birthday
Monday with his 1151131 12-
hour workday and :1 1.111111)‘
dinner party at his home.
The “prophet. seer 21nd reve-
lator" of 354111111111 Mor-
mons, spent the day prepar-
ing for the church’s 147th
annual Gcner211 Conference
11115 weekend. Says Kimball: ..
“1 never 510w

enough to die."
down long

spends .

tncrc.
“'l'hL' aim of the African National (71: Cress 15 to 1

plctclV' dismanth' the present system exiVIi 2 in South .- ‘
and to create :1 society where 2111 pgotilc c2121 he equui 3
the 1.1VV.A socicty VV'htrc 2111 people VV'iii hate the 1}
ChOOSC \\ 111.11.. 10 11“: “CC '01 11311113111011!. \‘1’11‘2515 C1121L11'L‘

be brought up in an atiiinsphere of jU5tiLL- 221111 pL'.1LL' 511-5
10V'c [or one another rather than hatred. "

And whatis the aim of he 1' Canadian tour? SpomLViL(‘1 11V
the A1C and Canadian UniVersitV' Scnicc OVersea5 1C1}-

SO). the aim is to misc the awareness of Canadians to I11:

situation in South Africa and to appeal to them for 51111, .111

against the policy of apartheid followed 11V that cater- 5
gm1‘1mmm.

“1 hL‘hL'VcC.1nadi;1115 e.tn p121). an iiiipormnt role 1.1V 1.51:.-
ing to httV 311V proouct bearing 21 South Afn'can 12.11e1. .SV
VVithdruVVing 111nd5 from those Canadian 112111125 1111' L1: 11;
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‘ 11155.3 [hingg are Lunportino fg country in “1111‘.1 {111111111111'211'11
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Erma

Bombeck

Most peoph: have a communications problem- VV'ith their

dentist or hygiL'nist. ’
This is probably bLCtlUSé one of the par 111:5 i5 11111.2

communicate undei :1 5112111112111dicup.Th:1t15: (21) ..i5
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sud:1111; out 2111 the saiiVa: (L1 21 pair of 11:1nd5 are 11115}

1119, at his gums until he bleeds: (111 there15 :1 5moking 51'

11K: 11101111”) Vv‘itiéi‘t it it 101321153 11'15

pain.

For some unexplained reason. a denti5t or hV01611.51 who

speaks a consenative six VVords a year V1111 suddgith rL'.11LL‘

he has 21 captiveLaudience and bank into 20 Que5tion5

‘ It has alVVaVs botercd me that the V1C11n‘1L‘6 is at a dLL'.d-
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Thatis VVhV' 1 would like to see the foiiowing set of res-
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‘10

u 1“ pain) nr. -111.. vuL.-. -..‘L .20:1"113
Du

, \111VC when you tap it VVith a mallet.”
Spitonce in the sink: “1 have one child."

Spit mice in the sink: “T110 or more chiILh'en.“

A low moan: “No 1 hue never thought about braces at
m_\' Zlgti. ‘

A high moan: “I‘m not THAT old!"
Tenn coming out of L"_\'tl\ and running (11111 n c11L-c125:
“Whatdo 1 have to do to conV'ince you 111 110.55 Ltrlri‘ LV-

L'l'\ 1115 .11.

1'1: 11111 .11111 211111ramd in 21 11111V'extend111 position .1

tin 11121111 er111155ion 101;.1VL'

111mm; head in 1111er 115qu 11::' five minutL5: :1 .V:

humhtV V1 111m VV 111,11 tru1151211L-d 111L21n5'.1 1111.1 1 like you .113

1mm Y 1111w getting, .111 111V 11cm' .111'L‘Y111V."

(122111th Iip5 rising 10 feet 9.1111 1112121111}; toward the1.111’:

5' bLLn iiiLc 121111111 with 011

.‘fth‘

f
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ago (11’ {11c {111'1111L.11f $1.717‘.:1'v1l1'L'111 .md 111.11:H111'1511'11n. Th1“
d0n'1!.nL'1'.'.'t}1.11 :1 b!.1L'!< ‘.1'.(1111111\|0.1."112 011.7111 Lr..-r.:L' ;
(alien {1'11 11.1:1111pl1: can be71.717135th 1! caught pickiwg 111 Ch
ImgL‘ for huszh.

"A11/.!riL';1n {:1111'11'11131'1111'L‘w01'kcd L111 :1 “hit: f;1
wars .1111! .L':1rs.7:11dvcto".‘1Lnonc 01111.1. 1119111155 13‘1-t.
(‘1!6 12.11ch1;L! to. bury 1hc L'L‘1'7' SC (11'! the M1119 11:1111717'.< !.'..'.r
Bccausc 11f thz'ir lo"'11:11_.cs. {1111 11.07}ch ir'-c!1.11!.n; L31:'IurL'n.
suffL'I !r1,1..1 311u111l1Lr0fL15$c.1.~L‘ rdutcd 1011'. r.111n':1-..~ '

'! !1L‘. 711:}: 7.7011". s 1'L'cpcd bV 11111I1'n'1tima! 171:179-3'3'. ‘-
$0111.“ \. ' :L': 1717‘.51711115111 11:1 1"1" 1:17‘17'33" (.71 ('1 '1‘..-
111211 . . . “1!".cym.‘3'cit passibk‘ for the $\'s!1::11(:1‘.=.;'.'.r
(13.71131111L'."

Kate Mmhh ..nd I also c'1scusscd inmim'L-h'. 1!L rclmficn
«I A. .1..” '1 ““4
1.'|u1.u1\|1{'1.1 L-LI u

“11 is th‘1zz‘ in South Africa. 12131 while 11.7.1.1 Mad: 13 1";!¢
may 1101 74.11.111 (.‘.HC 1Lam. [1153 because it is by law that 5:);-
rcgafhn“. L'L‘omcs p?.71 o! the 7:0!111ca! syskm.

“‘.‘..111 1'r1L‘\-'L11s1L‘r rcgime dor‘s 1071resL‘m a {:1!.\L' 715-12.“
to the 1.1111131131111111! ispick a Hack person bar 5111.! 9.17.12"E -- '7
black 71.3151: 1 H1111: 311.! put 1111111011 :1 1111: [C 1::2.'-1 to 12:.1'51:
the imL'm.11101.71! pubic -—- to tour up what agarllmd 15
meMy ! 1'.L'- in South Attica."

Arc 1h11‘ many 1‘hm: women who give suppcrt to 1b.:
blnLk1:.11'\':?

“Wl1iIL 11-11mm have a 7ariVilrgL‘d pmition. But by and -
large. :11 z: NLk wonmn \1' 1:0 grew up in 1111 11.15111 area. !
”1111}. 11111.11 11 !111L women an: mainly i111L'1'L‘led'111 biaci-zs :15
\L‘nams.

“T!1L1 show 11111: understanding of (he Hack 110:..L'11‘s

. ‘...”

  

 

  

  

 

1:: 1'3
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..—..<o
6.1-1.1\

711171!" [1111 111:.1L..11! L'or1171‘..1iz1 about ihL l.12i11.‘us111'1.11:i1'1'!0—
111L'.\t.L' M r11111s. Hwy {TIMI} IL:.1c!1 1111.51 L'liilutcn 11.1 11 ‘71-:Lt
1!'1L' l1!:1L"\' 171.1111111. l 111ysc¥fvsa< nL'vcr known 11:1 (he ch“ ..-.*.rL'7
L11'!!1c 1‘.l'.1'.1':fa11111y.1s a grownup person —- 2111.115 mm m .1
111.111: {.311!‘

\H111L' .‘.!11'1131. been i1'11pr1'sscd with SO'DL‘ (1! P11.“5-1.“!
CanL'r .\ Hews (1111111111an 17.h.s.K:11L‘ doulm l!1..!1.r.1.'.'<.'.~..1
changL b."c:111_\c“1!‘. E1157; 111.1!1in211im1.1! «1.711111111111151 '1‘... L :.-'.1
much 7.1mm :1111! iuf‘n'an'L' m'cr political dL’Clfiiulh 111 111:
US."

“As for ('.'mada, ! 7'111!,_7,L' 1'1 (‘11 11119"11 it (31"~."~ 17.117117“"1
11.11.11 «01111 (1' iv. !11L!L'rs 3.1.: 1.11.11.11.11 (311....11113111
tradL' 1111.91!71!1111:1'111‘rL!.111111-.\'11U15111.1!)1H1.1 1'71. '
}..11717'1111 111.1 11L1L'11111 11111i1 71117.1!1: .'1rL‘ dL‘7.: ..\1.i 111' i ‘
1!11'ir!1'-1."11;"1.\

H1L‘ .\!1.1.' .111 National (101.11%is:~7171c.111r1" l<1r C'H"
.1111! [111' hmdx :15 1.11 H |"111l11.'1 111(11111111611111 (
1.];- {1111111. ( l .1'” (1!!1L'.. K .1.\11\11\. 11f ..
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By D1-." PO“[.5

Bimk 80153.1Aft;.115 v. 'H 5002‘. tase up arms
to rid 231:5 .- cc-t. n22) 01125 oppress:vc <vh2tc-ltu.

government mo politicalec...xilcs warned Mon-
day.

   
    

  

11 c by Kate Meals, :2
mc122‘;.‘:ctari:t 1-2" the Afri-
c11%:12212 Africa , 22:21!
hi 2' 2 _ . con-zrcvs 221etnb.:rend
young 5112.2: )2: .2221111dc1-20nstr:1110ns
in South Atria:sSoweto Tom-ship last June

The two “omen are on :2 eross-country spans-
ing tour0:211:21:sz by the ANC Toronto office
and th. 10-23“: headcuartcrs of C21...diam Uni-
varsityS3111cc 0'crs'cns (CUSO). ineir 2312: to 21
mal' 212d:encc 222 the Centennial Library Mon-
day 211" A w..s 1urtl2er assisted by the local Free
Ssuth :xlrlca Committ~c(1'sKC).

Molulc, forced to flee South Africain 1965
due to her “.olitical actiVit:es and now living'in
Morog020. Tax:2:;3. sand the congress feelsothe
timel“1:5 come '10 libc1:'11. South Africa.
"We h.m: employed all possible peaceful

mes.228 cf ch:.'.-25.".'2'.the si:22e.tion.\Vc'n:1vc no a'l~
t{1231ch but to embark on an armed struggle.”

e30ceful solutl0225 have been exhau.ted and
“hencethe on1v languzgc whites can anderstzmd
is 111.11 oftking arms 12ndfighting {01 ourhinh-
éaht "

Questioned later, 1.10laie said that so far
armed inc;dentsh1...ve been “very slight” insid“
South Africa but there b.tvc hccn bcrdcr clashes
involving N.1112:b2:2 and 33015222211221.

Asked when :2 2110.2 intcnse armed struggle
might begin she replicdz‘"lts difficult to say.
Any moment." '

Thee."eb..lc, who escaped‘11cm South Africa
and now 25 living in Dar es S.1laam,Tanz:mia,
agreed with her colleague that the only recourse.
's “an amted stmgglc."

Tboeacbalc. l6. explained that Soweto stu-

dents were'15.,ry with government moves toen-
£0111' the we of Afrika.s — "the 1:121gunge of
our otpre;s.;”ors — -mstesd of £12.13.s.) in their
classses :mc.' decided upon a peaceful demonstra—
non

They wen: srtxecc'ing to a school, marching
Azmd 5.1.13.2: .35 try 121122;. when 'J'cy 11'ch met by
police. “‘61-: 2312212: 5.1132112; a VVord. they 52'thc
shaming at 215.. M1121); died .nd 1112121), 12:11: seri-
ouslV' lnj'JTC'l."

Sl‘1e was 31mm}.22 a resmt?{inr'Oi'v'ChiCDI212
a second dcmonstraion held in jail for six
weeks and l1162' rclcas :d 01: b1.il.

“I was beaten.Kit..ed 22nd tenured. I had my
headput into 22 toilet basin and water was run
yet it 31111 was struck on the genitals. I was de-

pn'ved of sleep and left standing for hours for
interrogation. They pulled hair off my head."

Thoc;shale said the police threatened to
th11)w her out of a VViztdow if she did not accept
the charge ag.2nst her or agrtc to act as an in-
former. She refused and war»rclcascd

L101.lc said the racist r1:tgimc of Prime Mims-
terJohn Vorstcr considers blacss not as people
but'2' “tools 2‘01 labor."

She pictured South Africa as a police state in
which blacks must can'y idcnt'fication passes 24
hours a d:..';.. Faiitu'c to produce the pass means
anCS! 2.121 mil Bizck; liVi1" in urban areas are
confronted1y (‘OflxtrleOJLC raids.

In 2121221 areas the wives of black farm labor-
ers have to worl. tree of cha1ge and me not al-
lowed to eat any of the {run they pick. “If a
woman so much as cats an orange. her boss 1
could beat Lcr up.‘

She urged Canada to break off all diploma t.
and economfic relations with South Afn'ca and
called on Canadians to boycott South African
goods sold in this country. ‘

Tnocztcbctlc said the boycott is having some
effect in Britain, is “very active" in Holland, and
is starting in France.

The [‘1‘ 0 women stressed that the ccnlgrc~s has
no Comn‘umst1ialts. end the-V' mx'r‘.:...'..-d that
the South .I‘Jrlcan gOVC111ani tnes to pr"1
image of Myl;1c.ist.mce being in.:pi1ed by
Communist agitators.
An YSA'Cspokesman said :2 meeting Will be

heid.1:011.11.‘u Unitzd Church at 9 3.2"1.S:-.mr-
day to distnb 23 information 022 Canad com-
panies Whic.'2 scli South Atrium p10dtxcts.
Sammy stores wili be pickctcd as pan of

boycott actions. he said. '
The two women wen: scheduled to sped»: at

the University of Alberta today.

 

St. Patrick’s Day

events scheduled

Edmonton's Irish Sports and Social Club is
planning a St atricks Day bali Thursday at
the Convention Inn South

More than 500 people are expctcd to 2222:nd
the event, which will feature Irish dancers and
singers.

The 1.001“ prizes to he won on tl‘1C 515 tickets
include :2 tr12V1.1 certificate for SLICG and the tra~
ditional prize of a set of Waterford crystal ware.

The evening is scheoulcd to start with dinner
at 7:30 pm.

Another St. Patrick's Day function is planned
by the Hayfield Inn at Mayfield Road and
109th Avon 1212.

The inn's management is ca.'ling on Irish peo-
ple to cclcb1atc the patron saint5 day in the
Mayf1cld dining room.
An added attraction offered is an “auld wish-

ing well” with a “luck of the Irish" draw.

 

 



 

* by Allen Young

“The (people of Canada who -
eat the fruit of South Africa
should know that fruit is produc-
ed by slaves," warned Kate
Molale, a representative from the
African National Congress
(ANC) at a CUSO sponsored
forum Tuesday.

Molale, on a cross-Canada
speaking tour, described some of
the humiliating conditions im-~
posed on black people by the
dominating white minority in
South Africa. Her associate,
Mpho Thoaebale, a sixteen year
old student from the South
African township of Soweto.
talked about her personal ex-
periences during the riots there
last June.

“Police opened fire without
warning, indiscriminately
shooting and killing young
students,” said Thoaebale.
describing the clash with police
that took the lives of almost 200
people and wounded over 1000

others. '
Thoaebale told the crowded

forum that she saw several of her
friends killed in the riots, and that
she was later arrested and held
for six weeks by the South
African police. During herdetain-
ment. she was subjected to
several beatings. tortured, by
electric shocks, deprived of
sleep. suspended upside down

 
 

for long periods of time and
beaten. about the genitals
which left her barren. Finally she
was threatened with being
thrown out of a window if she
would not sign a confession to
the charges of destroying public
property in the riot before her.

Mpho was later released, and
escaped from South Africa to join
the ANC. and is currentlyliving in
Tanzania.

Kate Molale, pointed out that
the entire history of South Africa
in the modern era has been
characterized by a total disregard
for the rights of the blacks by the
ruling whites. Since all attempts
at gaining consideration by way
of negotiation both within the.
country and through inter-
national organizations have
failed, rebellion is necessary.

“The racial laws are so in-
human, so humiliating to our
people, we have no alternative
but to fight to eradicate- the
apartheid system," she said.

According to Molale. the

 

recent opening up of some black
representation consits of forcing
the blacks out of the cities into
barren wasteland areas known as
the “Homelands.” They areable
to elect their own leaders in those
wastelands‘, but live without any
benefits of decent housing, food,
medical attention or employ-
ment.

The - country’s extensive

reference book pass system of
controlling people is one of the
most deep-seated grievances. It
controls where blacks are sup-
posed to be at anytime, frequent-
ly keeping husbands from their
wives, and children from their
parents, serving to break up
family life.

Similarly, women are forced
to live in prison~like buildings
with barred windows and locked
doors when they work in the
textile industries and on farms,
where they are underpaid and
continually abused.

Responding to a question at
the conclusion .of the public
lecture, Molale said. though the
struggle in Africa depends large-
ly on the availability of outside
help. the people are prepared to
fight for themselves. There was
overwhelming applause when
she said the rebelling black
Africans would welcome arms
from outside sources only if they
come with no strings attached.

  

 


