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THE BLACK MATRIC pass
rate of 36,4% announced
yesterday has confirmed
gloomy predictions that it
would be the lowest ever.
And as the 230000 pupils
who wrote the DET exam
last year read the dismal re-
sults posted in schools all
over the country, it would
‘not be surprising if some of
them again vented their
frustration on school pro-
perty and equipment.

But looking at the pros-
ts for black education,
ere is also reason to be-
lieve that last year’s appall-
ing failure rate could be a

sort of catharsis of anger, or

the passing of a dark cloud
heralding a brighter future.

~ Failure is hardly surpris-
ing when, according to the
DET, nearly one in every
four school days was effec-
tively written off due to
stayaways and boycotts as
pupils marched, teachers
downed chalk, and even
parents staged sit-ins to
. protest against what they
' saw as an inadequate re-
. sponse to the needs of
{gung blacks who heeded
e National Education Co-
ordinating Committee’s
‘back to school’ call at the
beginning of the year.
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YEAR OF LEARNI

confusing ambivalence
about the role of youth in
the struggle, responsible
organisations, including the
ANC, are now strongly urg-
ing a policy of ‘education for
liberation’.

Having gazed into the
heart of darkness in smoul-
dering classrooms and seen
the futility of militant pupil
activism and blind rage,
strong community-based
bodies, such as the Soweto
Education Co-ordinating
Committee which drew 800
residents to a weekend
meeting in one of the most
troubled areas, are now pas-
sionately determined to
make 1991 a ‘year of
learning’.

Particular emphasis is be-
ing placed on community
action to protect schools
against thugs, establish
joint parent-teacher-pupil
associations, fight drug and
alcohol abuse, and incul-
cate a proud ‘culture of
education’.

Post-mortems on the fail-
ure of defunct ‘Bantu edu-
cation’ are seen as non-
productive. The challenge
now is to improve the edu-
cational infrastructure.

To this end the Govern-
ment, which has increased
the DET’s budget more
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