Witness Reporters 4 ANC members who were “guilty of rape, yesterday the men were travelling back to
THE PAC has alleged that six of its support- housebreaking and arson”, - Table Mountain following a court a ppear-
€rs were attacked in Richmond on Tuesday “It appears that the comrades took the ance in the city in which they were charged
by ANC supporters who declared the area  situation into their own hands without going  with illegal possession of weapons. He said
“ANC territory” with no other party being through the ANC structures,” Nkabinde armed Inkatha supporters boarded the bus
allowed to operate there. e sikald and began stabbing the men.

The accusation has been vehemently He added a meeting would be held today “We have lost contro] of our culture, our
denied by the chairman of the ANC branch inan attempt to defuse the situation. tradition and ourselves,” Maphumulo said.
in Richmond, Fifiso Nkabine, who said the Meanwhile, six men were injured when He said the attack made no sense, but

. people who were assaulted were all mem- fighting broke out between Inkatha and claimed that Inkatha supporters cannot
bersofthe ANC. 3 ' ANC supporters on a KwaZulu Transport resist “soft targets”.

PAC spokesman Barney Desai said some  bus in Eastwood while the bus was en route KwaZulu Legislative Assembley member
of the victims suffered wounds caused by  toTable Mountain. David Ntombela said if the attackers were
spea d sjamboks and were admitted to Police spokesman Lieutenant Henry indeed Inkatha supporters, “then I condem
Edendale Hospital. Budhram said the six people were stabbed them.

“The PAC once more calls for tolerance of with “sharp instruments” on Thursday Reacting to the incident, KZT spokesman
dissent and beace among Africans — thijs afternoon and they were admitted to North- Mark Louden said any form of disruption to
thuggery must stop now,” Desai said. dale and Edendale hospitals. He said no ar- publictransport should be taken seriously.

Nkabinde said the ANC Was aware the in-  rests were made. ‘ Also in Table Mountain, a weman died
cident took place but said it was against Chief Mhlabunzima Maphumulo claimed when she was shot with an AK47.
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two children run for cover as a Zulu impi takes to the streets in Thokoza on the East Ran

d, during vicious clashes between the ANC and Inkatha.

FLEEING from the violence:
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ANC and KwaZulu
From Mr Ben M. Skosana

Sir, ] must strongly take issuc with
some of Arthur Miller’s insinuations
about Dr Mangosuthu Buthelezi |
and the Zulu people (Saturday .
Review, January 12). The chieftain-’
ship of Dr Mandcla is nowhere cited
‘by him or the ANC as an impedi-
ment to meeting Dr Buthelezi as Mr -
Miller suggests. What is an affront is
the threat by certain ANC members
10 “throttle™ Dr Mandcla if he ever
gocs ahcad with such a meeting.

Anyone familiar with the ANC
political campaign against KwaZulu
knows that the Zulus did not initiate
the attack on the Xhosas, as Mr
Miller clearly implies, but that the
opposite 1is_true. By accusing Dr
Buthelezi of “justifying apartheid by
accepting the leadership of a con-
cocted homeland where his people
were dumped” Mr Miller displays
the adulterated liberalism peculiar |
o the willing viclims of ANC
propaganda.

Had Mr Miller cared 10 investi-
gatc properly the genesis of the
leadership of Dr Buthelezi in’
KwaZulu, hc would have been
awarc of a monumental contradic-
tion: namely, that Dr Mandela and
most of the ANC leadership are
regular VIP guests of the so-called
independent Xhosa homeland of the
Transkei — a perfect creation by
Pretoria for Xhosa-speaking South
Africans such as Dr Mandela, Mr
Tambo and most of the ANC lcaders.
Yours faithfully,

BEN SKOSANA (Inkatha permanent
representative in the UK), .

PO Box 1638, London NW8.
January 14.




HE January 29 meeting

between ANC deputy

president Nelson Man-

dela and Inkatha presi-
dent Dr Mangosuthu Buthelezi is
the culmination of more than
four years of attempts to bring
about peace in the strife-torn
province of Natal — and politi-
cal analysts believe this meeting
to be crucial to the future of
South Africa.

Since violence in Natal erupted
in earnest in 1987, repeated at-
tempts have been made by vari-
ous organisations and communi-
ties to get the warring parties to-
gether to discuss their situation
and reconcile their differences,
but in vain. The violence rages on.

The war in Natal has cost more
than 4000 lives, left tens of thou-
sands of people homeless and desti-
tute and has destabilised large areas
of the country, particularly since the
violence spread beyond Natal to the
Reef late last year.

Consequently many people believe
that the ultimate barometer of suc-
cess of these talks will be a dramatic
decrease in the violence — ultimate-
ly a decrease in the number of re-
corded deaths.

After Mr Mandela’s release on
February 2 last year, great pressure
was placed on both the ANC and In-
katha to arrange a meeting between

their leaders.

A widely-held perception both in
South Africa and abroad was that a
highly visible and well-publicised
public reconciliation between the
two men on behalf of their organisa-
tions would go a long way towards
ending the bloodshed.

Intense political manoeuvring fol-
lowed, and both sides made over-
tures to one another at various
stages. However, their tentative
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moves towards reconmhatxon were

ANC deputy president
NelsonMandela.

INTERNATIONAL attention will
be focused on Durban when ANC
deputy president Nelson Mandela
and Inkatha president Mangosuthu
Buthelezi meet on Tuesday, January
29 — their first face-to-face meet
ing since Mr Mandela was arrested
in 1962.

Journalists from around the
world are expected to flood to Natal
for the occasion, which promises to
attract nearly as much interest as
Mr Mandela’s release on February
2 last year.

Mr Mandela and Dr Buthelezi
have been friends since the 1940s

The sudden announcement of a
meeting between ANC deputy
president Nelson Mandela and
Inkatha president Mangosuthu
Buthelezi this week has raised
high hopes among blacks and
whites alike — hopes that the
violence will end, and that a
smoother road to national multi-
party negotiations is being
paved. The Daily News Political
Reporter NICOLA CUNNING-
HAM-BROWN examines the
significance of the situation.

Political Reporter

and exchanged warm letters during
Mandela’s 27 years in prison. They
chose different paths in pursuit of
the same objectives when the ANC
split about 30 years’ ago, but al-
ways remained in contact.

But they have not renewed . per-
sonal contact since Mr Mandela
was released in February last year,
largely because of the pressures and
dictates of the current black power
struggle in South Africa.

Consequently, the January 29
meeting is likely to be an enormous-
ly emotional occasion for them

often frustrated by the political
pressures and dictates of the black
| power struggle.

Inkatha president
Dr MangosuthuButhelezi.

WORLD FOGUS ON CRUCIAL MEETING

both.

Official details of the meeting
have not been released yet, but
sources, told The Daily News that
the venje would most likely be neu-
tral and could possibly be Durban’s
Royal Hotel, where previous peace
talks have been held.

Although this meeting is current-

ly only scheduled for one day, it is

believed 'that the two leaders will set
up a date for their next meeting.

The two men are not meeting on
a one-on-one basis, but as heads of
their parties and will be accompan-
ied by party delegations.

Both Dr Buthelezi and Mr Man-
dela refused to meet each other in
turn, offering such excuses respec-
tively as that they had not been offi-
cially invited or they had no man-
date from their constituencies.

The announcement of the January
29 meeting follows concerted behind-

. the-scenes work over the past few
. weeks, including communication by
' phone between Mr Mandela and Dr
' Buthelezi. Commenting on his phone

conversation with Mr Mandela, Dr
Buthelezi said they were “as always,
warm and friendly”.

Business sources told The Daily

News that both the ANC and Inkatha

¢ had come under a great deal of

ressure from the business sector as

7 well, Large multi-nationals and con-

glomerates had been corresponding
with both leaders urging them to
meet.

This is significant in that it ap-
pears the private sector is begmnmg

‘to take a more definite role in South

African politics, which political ana-
lysts believe is due to the fact that
they realise they will have to play a
more prominent part in the larger
South African community in future
years.

Also, the private sector has vested
interests in any future government
in South Africa, as they could stand
to lose millions if a pure socialist
government comes to power and im-
plements nationalisation.
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bury the panga

NE of the most wel-

come New Year gifts
for the victims of the vio-
lence between Inkatha and
] the ANC is the announce-
ment that the leaders of the
two organisations will meet 4
on January 29. This is excit- |

Through
My Eyes

DHLOMO
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ing news also for people, or-
ganisations and media representa-
tives, too numerous to mention,
that have been calling for and
quietly facilitating this meeting.
Praise is further due to the two
leaders and their advisers for de-
ciding to act as statesmen rather
than politicians in this regard.
Knowing the deep respect the
two leaders have for each other,
_and the respect they both have for
human life, I have always refused
to accept that it was impossible
for them to launch a joint effort to

‘of their people, caused by vio-
lence.

Accusations

3
" The challenges they will face at
the meeting will be enormous.
Only mutual goodwill and sinceri-
ty will enable them to meet these
challenges. = ,
In the first place, they will have
to endeavour to dwell more on the
future than on the past. They will
have to decide how to stop the
killings and the hatred, and not
how they failed to do so in the
past. The former approach can
only lead to progress in normalis-
ing their political relationship; the
latter can only lead to accusa-

stalemate.

Secondly, the two leaders will
have to accept that only a joint
strategy will help them to address
the violence. Joint peace rallies,
joint and complimentary press
statements about the violence,
joint tours to violence-infested
areas — all these would give a
tremendous boost to their efforts
to save us from the violence.

Thirdly, one of the most disap-
pointing aspects of the relation-
ship between the ANC and In-
katha has been the absence of a
mechanism whereby the two or-

alleviate the unbearable suffering .

are attacks (provoked or unpro-

tions, counter-accusations and»

ganisations could remain in con
tact, even in times of peace. This
has resulted in the organisations
communicating with each other
through the media. ;
Hopefully the meeting will also
pay attention to this anomaly.
Fourthly, I hope the two lead-
ers and their delegations will find
a way of saying to their followers,
“Do not retaliate if you are at-
tacked”, and that they will also
stop qualifying their statements
on violence with the words, “My
people are entitled to defend
themselves”. I say this because
this violence has become a deadly
triangle, the three sides of which

voked), self-defence and retalia-
tion. .

Usually, self-defence and retali-
ation become more ferocious and
devastating than the original at- |

tack and ‘the violence cycle goes:| -

on and on: I know this is quite a
difficult, one for leaders to swal-

long% ho said it was easy to |

lead people? :

In this regard, I was highly im- |
pressed by Archbishop Tutu’s re- |
cent call to the victims of the re-
cent virgil massacre in Sebokeng ,
not to go out and retaliate. - ]

Ample space

Finally, I pray that the meeting '
will lead to the realisation by the
two leaders that South Africa’
needs both of them to grace our |
political stage and strengthen
each other. The future of the ANC
does not depend on the elimina- |
tion of Inkatha and vice-versa.:
There is ample space for peaceful
political co-existence in our-coun-
try. It behoves all our political |
leaders, through words and deeds, |
to be seen to be creating and en-
larging, rather than diminishing, |
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Wo?king group to meet again

MARTIN@GHALLENOR
Political Correspondent

CAPE TOWN: The working group of
Government and African National Con-
gress members formed to resolve the
question of the ANC’s suspended armed
struggle will meet again in Pretoria on
Monday.

The working group was set up in
terms of the Pretoria Minute.

The ANC said in the Minute it was
“suspending all armed actions with im-
mediate effect”. Therefore, “no further
armed actions and related activities by
the ANC and Umkhonto We Sizwe wiil
take place”. :

The working group was set up to re-
solve the outstanding questions arising
out of this decision by September 15
last year.

Howgver, after several meetings the

DL

sg;uggle 1ssue

tv[ sides remain devided over what
the words mean, and if they allow or
disallow the ANC'’s mass mobilisation
campaign and recruitment for MK.

If the working group could reach
agreement, this would serve as a major
boost to negotiations, political observ-
ers have said.

The Government delegation will be
led by the Minister of Law and Order
Mr Adriaan Vlok, and should include
the Deputy Minister of Constitutional
Development Mr Roelf Meyer, plus of-
ficials from the National Intelligence
Service, the SAP and the Department
of Justice.

The ANC delegation should be led by
MK boss Mr Chris Hani. It should in-
clude MK mfnmander Mr Joe Modise,
foreign affairs secretary Mr Thabo

- Mbeki and intelligence chief Mr Jacob

Zuma.




Ruling Buoys S. African
Press Freedom

8A THE CHARLOTTE OBSERVER Saturday, January 19, 199]

By TINA SUSMAN
Assoclated Press

JOHANNESBURG, South
Africa — A judge ruled in a defa-
mation suit Friday that two news-
papers were probably justified in
linking a police officer to alleged
death squads.

The ruling in favor of the news-
papers raised anew the question of
the white-led government’s tactics
against its opponents. The opinion
clashed with findings of a govern-
ment commission that concluded
there was no proof of organized
death squads. :

The judge’s ruling also struck a
major blow for press freedom in
this country, where the media have
often been repressed.

The police officer, Lt. Gen.
Johan Neethling, sued the Vrye
Weekblad and Weekly Mail news-

papers after they printed the alle-
gations in 1989 that he supplied
poison to kill activists opposed to
the official system of racial separa-
tion, known as apartheid. A for-
“mer police officer who claimed to
have taken part in death squad
activities made the accusation.

In his ruling, which took two
days to read, Judge Johan Kriegler
described Neethling’s accuser,
Dirk Coetzee, as a “self-confessed
hoodlum™ — but said his stories
were believable.

“Why would he declare himself
guilty of such heinous crimes if it
ha_c(ii not been the truth?” Kriegler
said.

Neethling denied wrongdoing,
claimed he never met Coetzee and
sought $600,000 from the newspa-
pers. He stood up angrily after the
ruling Friday and said he would

appeal.

As head of the South African
Police forensics - department,
Neethling had access to poison,
Kriegler noted. He said evidence
indicated Neethling lied to the
court and the government-ap-
pointed Harms Commission when
he denied knowing Coetzee.

The commission concluded in
November that police probably
committed violence against anti-
apartheid figures, but there was no
evidence of organized death
squads in this nation of 30 million
blacks and 5 million whites.

The judge said the public’s right
to know the truth supersedes
potential damage to Neethling’s

reputation. He ordered Neethling
to pay the newspapers’ court costs.
Max du Preez, editor of Vrye
Weekblad, estimated costs at
$400.000.

Allegations of death squads
were first raised by a former police
officer, Almond Nofomela, in
October 1989, the day before he
was to be executed for a murder
with no political overtones. Coet-
zee subsequently said he also took
part in murders sanctioned by
superiors during the 1980s, and he
implicated Neethling.

quorpela_ was spared and
remains in prison. Coetzee fled the
country and is in Britain.




