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N exhibition of works by
five artists ends today in
the Glenwood offices of
architect, Paul Mikula.
~ The exhibition is small but var-
ied and if there is a connecting
thread it is that the artists all
work in a narrative vein and their
work is therefore easily under-
stood and “readable”.

Story telling is a tradition of the
Zulu people who have passed on
many folk tales and legends main-
ly through the spoken word. The
making of objects has also contri-
buted to the passing on of informa-
tion and it is this tradition which
gives the exhibition its interest.

Zamokwakhe Gumede, for ex-
ample, carves intricate pieces
which have an obvious tale to tell.
They are rich in incident and de-
tail and there is much action. Even
if we do not grasp the entire event
or moral we nevertheless find
things to wonder about or specu-
late upon.

These anecdotal pieces are ba-
lanced by simple figures which
express characters or occupations

and all show a great deal of obser-

vation. Edmond Mji Mseleku and
Mduduzi Cebekhulu also make lit-
tle figures in different attitudes.

These two do not have a large
amount of work on show but dem-
onstrate a natural affinity for their
medium and the same sense of ob-
servation.

Paul Sibisi’s work is the best
known of the group. He has mas-
tered a technique and a certain fa-
cility of line which he too uses to

illustrate events. He uses attrac-

tive muted colours and it would be
rewarding to see him try 2 new
form of expression Or. to devel-
op that which he presently em-

. ploys.

Sfiso Mkwane on the other hand
uses a variety of media and sub-
ject matter. He is experimenting
with many different ideas. On the
one hand his work is highly realis-
tic and on the other it is abstract.

His most successful work, how-
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ever, is “Letters to a Child”. In this
he uses layers of oil pastels which
give a subtle effect.

~ This composition is divided into
small areas which are envelope
size and shape each representing a
different aspect of the life await-
ing the unborn child. The work has
a vitality due to its unevenness of
composition and 2 perspective ef-
fect which emerges from the dif-
ferent shapes of the “grids”.

This exhibition shows that cre-
‘ativity and experimentation are '

taking place and that the artists
concerned show a dedication to



