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POLITICALSTATEMENT
 

 

The mass offensive for the Victory 0‘ the natiana? demhcratic revolution in South
Africa has rsached new fafghts. Deep.te the us; 3v the enemy of methods of extreme

. repressimn to :ereat the hztional de 1re.tic V: 1‘, this max ~1nt continues tp
,drew into strug'le ever—inereasihg h:.hhrs er heupls,beth :11. find white, as well

1 as 15‘ vesses ;: th: sou:tryside. The level of conscieusnes1 a ong the gee people
andhe willingness to 5511;.1ce tar the transfer of paws: into their hands signi~
Fy that the revolutienery upsurge ~111 net aba.te, whatever the enemy does.

    
  

  

The “evolutionary movement, as rcr1139nthc by 3%: ACT3 and the P”C and SACTU
conti;,es ta gain ;a .1411rity ah: in its :3 “isatienel ssrength. The demands
advanced by this meve_jr 'i1d a r11dy resp5113 amrhj the zeple. Its progammes,

7 strategy and tactics anI' 1:1 leadership are ascent” by the masses of the people as
‘their own.

 

The etrategicai’/ 11portant campaign to make Seuth Africa ungovernable and apartheid

1 Uh“; <able, resulting in the estructien cf the organs 0? government of the aparthe1d
' regime, has become a focal point t‘-strugglg. It has gripped the minds of the people

‘1 a contintztion of the rejestioh ;¥ the apartheid constitutian and as an'essential

part of the struggle TDT a united democratic and non~racial South Africa.
An integral part of this mass revolutionary offensive, the bleak working class is
increasingly assuming its pasitio. as l:2e.ding 5031.el r_*1e o? the national democratic
alliance. Apart from the regional stays-et—home in Noven1rzr,1984 and March,1925 in

the Transvaal and the Easte:"n Cape rspa ;:-vely, the bla-s‘< workers have successfully
used the strike weapon in nuny towns and Cities in furtherance of the demands of the
democratic movement. They have also contributed decisively to the success of the
consumer boycbtt that gripped ms'y parts of our country.
As a result of the growing class consciousness among these workers, who are becoming
increasingly aware of the unique interest of ther class, the ideas of socialism are
spreading among the workers and enjoy ris-ng popu1.ar1ity.

The stark and dismal Failure of the capitalist 5y.2m t9 meet the most basic needs of

the working people, m;hts exactly be the needs tn replete :his socio~economic
fbrmacion with another non-rchitetive one.

This fact, as well as the increasing access to soci list ideas, is also resulting in
greater numbers of the youth being Jon over to the socialist perspective. This is of

great importance given the reality snat the ysuth Fbrm a sizeable uroportion of the
working class and the population 1. general as wel1 15 the ?utstinding role they are
playing in the revolutionary stray Xe, in all its Feimatisns.
The potential of the workers to a: charge their pol'¥;cal responsibilities is emphasi—

'sed by the decisive advance ttet “1e working class v?uemcnt has made with tho
fbrmt:ion of the Congress of 31: r African Trade uniane {CQSAIU). This should enable
the workers to act nationally,':s :nited fbrve, dealing not only with economic

questi.ahs but a13o acting tc adV511e the democratis strugg1..

,Th; fbrmet:.hh 0F C”S :L 1as ale0 eime at the right tiwe¢As the econom1c crisis

worsens, tie capi.1list class will , _
taking advantage of the ve3t pool ch: unemployeeerdutilising the reppessaxe and
munieive pas ”Dbilit:.es 0.. wed by ”>h 19.;ht lanai“system. the united cf the

workers, ortenized in CUBALg W111 heve ta be bt0131t to bear to defeat :he ceenter—

offensive 0“ thr: employers ‘71 nee a;Ieedy started.

    

  

   

 

  

The specihk place that the AND occasies 1n 0U“ country as the head of the liberation
front u; yunues to be reinferced 1v. the open adherence o1 lelions of our people to
this vahQHard movement. T113 dew . ment hr‘s forcam many e1:ants that are otherwise
h;stile ‘" tte 1r"1nel dew :tat11 ‘ev--uti:h, ir 'ihg 30ectiehs of the monopoly
heurgeoit_e ihe.fle e.hd cutC‘He1r :sIInsry, to 11;.< contest with the A.3=and to promo-
the idea1‘ a negot1eted ac: “uent e? the South African 1roblem. It is however clear

1at these fbrces ere see<ih_ a T1301utlon of the stru-bgle in South Africa in avour
a? the bourgeoisie. They would like t: :91 a bergeois aemocratic transfbrmation which-

would 1eave/..........;..
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would leave the capitalist system ir’aot and create the possibility for the rapid

3 e :rgence of a small and mecium cae_ 411 3 class which would ally itself with the

t} lecal tahop’Tv bourgeois and international oeeital against the masses of the working

;=¢ people 0? our country.

: Accordingly, the representatives of this tendency in Seuth African politics are worw

king for a situation whereby this creeping bourgeois democratic transformation would

be prescribed over by an alliance h? the big and petty bourgeoisie and their pelitical

representatives. Naturally, they are hostile to the idea of the leading role of the

werkin: ctase in the national democratic revolution and do everything in their power

‘3 er ere that the trade ur'tns ccnoehi"ate exclusively on economic questions .

At the same time, this cour ~rev01utiunery tendouey seeks to deetroy the positions

7‘ 7 of the AVG as the head of the national democratic revolution and equate it with other

groups on an equal fboting. This is acccmeenied by persiteht efforts to break the

allianr= between the .32 end the EMS? a, between the PNC , the Saviet Union and the

-.i H werld pregteesive mew. nts as well as determined a‘ ate to rid the AVG of the anti—

.35 imperialist content. All this is breught about by the realisation among the forces of

’ reaction that the ANC leads a powerful movement which pursues consistent revolutionary

objectives which correspond to the deepest aspirations of the masses of our people.

* Inspir,: by the positions of this movement and by the certemnty that victory is

within our grasp the masses of our people have engaged in struggles which have resulted

in the emergence in some areas ef our country in what has been described as an

insurrectiqnary situation. These areas have many features of a mess revolutionary base,

' with the people highly conscious e55 actize, well—developed mass legal and semi—legel

_organisatiene end an acceptance by the broad masses of the HVD—led liberation Front in

the democratic revolution. '

In this situation, the idea OF a peeple'e war has taken root and expresses itself in

'countlese ectieme of revolutionary violence that hes twcen place and continues to

"oocur in me- parts of the country, inelhding the countryside. Reflecting a popular

';.responee to the reetionery Vielehee of the enemy, these armed actions are carried cut

by combat groups with rudimente:, weapons in the majority of eeees. Nevertheless

revolutionaries whw have conducted these ectiene have themselves attained a high level'

of political awareness ant consciously act as e combat fbrces of the revolution,

subjecting thee elves to the programme 0? the revolutionarymovement and its leadership.,

They represent the Further expansion of the oeolple's army, Umkhonto We Sizwe, whose

units have also continued to ~ake notable i naot to escalate the popular offensive

against the apartheid regime. Even the ehe y has been forced to admit that in the past

year MK has carried out more acticne than on any previous year.

The strength and heroism of the struggle inside the country has inspired millions of

people throughout the world to join the active ranks of the enti—epartheid movement

” ,and further to step up the campaign For the isolatieh of the Pretoria regime. Inter-

nationally the strategic importance of this regime is weaker today than it was a year

ago» Sections among its own allies have lost confidence in its ability to defeat the

revolution while tte masses of the working people and other social forces are taking

' independent action, themselves to impose sanctions r”d extend support to the national

liberation movement. 3

Taken together, these developments at home and abroad have driven the apartheid system

deeper and deeper into a general crisis. At the same tihe the enemy's response to this

crisis has only served Further to wereeh it rather then to alleviate its impact.

The r "nomy faces one ef the worst crisis in.history. The regime was fbrced to inter-

vene and close the 5 20k r*i Foreign exchange markets to save the capitalist system

from “alleose.

The ra3e 9F chronic UH‘ elayment has reached disaster levels while retenchment of

workers oontinuee with “3 :nd in stght. Despite the persistent reactionary telk ebeut

. "monetarist policies", the rate 0*? inflation continues to grow resulting,- in the further

j depression.of the living standards oF the :eople.The value of the Rand, having reached

its lowest levels in the recent pest, i; set to decline fUrther. At the same time, the

price of gold has steadied at low level: with no prospect of any appreciable increase.

Bue;hees confidence has also reached “an all time 1:3“. The country has an enormous

international debt which Lt cannot pay.

The depth of the economic crisis is evident from the way it is affecting the white

flopulation as well. The “poor white" problem is beginning to emerge once again, with

growing numbers of whites jobless, homeless and wish nothiug to eat. The small and

middle heur1,e;eie and sections at the middle strata have also been hard by this

economic crgeis. gt r“ “ts itself in en unprecedented increase in corporate and '

fierseflelfifihtwtcfifi ' ’ 1 ', .x, 7 y.7.. :-—--"' u-_-.o_..e-—_—_._r__... ‘ u- ‘13...-
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The combination of these inter—related pelitical and economic developments has thrown
the apartheid regime ‘hto cshfueioh. it can nu longer claim to have a policy and
certainly lacks boththe ide:3 end th; me ms t‘ "tricate the apartheid system fr:
,5 crisis
The divisions within the white power
aetween the rulihg class,_the bourgecmwi

- ‘1
me have cehzihued ts increase contradictions
e, and tre §;:ethe regime. Vbrried by the revo-

letionary threat to the cepitalist sys’ 4, the heurg .isie is beginning to indicate a
Ieedyness to set on i:_ eve and in its: interest wit 1,t waiting Fbr its political
representatives to move at a pace which the bourgeoisie considers as unacceptably slow.
J_U;ions of this bourgeoisie Teal that they cannot be held to ransom by some DUtbuCBd

ideas about "the historical destiny of‘cne Afrikener volk". The dBCEdLJ~Old alliance
between big cepitel and the petty bourgeois Arrikener nationalism is beginning to
bree‘< up. .

‘ Simultaneously, the petty boureeoisie is else losing confidence in the ability of the
80-;he regime to protect its. eterial interests and to guare.ntee its security and its
political future. This is leading to an increase in the rate of white emigration

7' (which is slowed down by the law value 0? the Rent}, same defections from the Nasionele
tPezpei to alternative rigii ring parties end groups and increased confhsion and indeci—
'sien among large sections of this petty beurgeaisie. In the meantime, the bulk of the
white workere continue to Hang en the rails of the bourgeois parties of the right,

. having surrendered the political independence t0 these parties, decades ago.
Yet others, especially the white youth, are trying to Find a way towards the democrat:
movement moved in gced measure by an increasing th1111ngness to serve in the racist
a1 3d Forces and to die in defence of e eystem that they can see does not guarantee

'them any future and is in any case breek;.g up.
All these are contradictions and divieiehs which the revolutionary movement, including

' tne SACP must exploit and WC?! to widen in the interest of our struggle.

The efforts of the Bethe regime to manage this crisis have concentrated on a continuing
campaign of extreme repression amed ageinst the democratic movement. Thus we have seen

the mass murder of the people, the phweicmesieh CT the state of emergency, the deploy—
ment of the rec:st army and its fermel use as a pol*;as three as well as o.ner measures
such as mass arrest, fiuvtben Turthsw reetrictiehs 9* the press, use of secret murder
squads and so on.
Yet this attempt to defend the aparthe'id system has worsened rather then improved the

generally adverse position of the apr‘ weid system. The period that we have just gone '

through has therefbre seen the balance of stregth shift continuously in favour 0F eur

revolutionary movenet, both at home and abroad.
Many Features of a revolutionary situatien have emerged and are maturing. The general
.crisis of the apartheid system has thus continued to deepen. This situation imposes‘
many urgebt tasks on the f I end the breed demeeretis movement in general and the SACP
"in particular.
';As part of that broad movement, the Communist Party has to play its role in further
deepening the crisis of the apartheid system and help";ngto shift the balance of Forces
'in Favous of the victory of a genuiflz_/ democratic, pessie' s revolution.

‘ in this regard, the party has an h’“~~1hrole :0 p3.ey to assist in the organisation of

“?the werkers, fuLQHGT to spread a eiali3t conscioushess within the ranks of the working
class and to mobilise and ectivise werkers intq the struggle for freedom and socialism.

The rural workers and the working messes require cur special attention. They constitUte

'the vital mass reserve of the revolutiehety prolete~* ‘ .OF them it can truly be said
that they have nothing to lose but their chains .The 1mizertence of this political and

organisational work is further emphasised by the- Fet that these working people are at
'the mercy of backward, counter-revemetiohery ;12mets such as are e; ”elified by Gatshe
Buuhelezi. The struggle demands that these rural masses should be won over to the side

of the geVQYution end that they should turn against all these who represent their
continued oppression and exe3.eitutien} be they black or white. The demand - lend to the

tillers - mus" ‘ecome a rallying call mebil ing thelandless messes :3 seize what is
that5-

The deepening economic and political crisis in our country has also made this both
possible and necessary that the Communist Party must step up its work among the white
workers, to bring them cluse to the democratic and non-recial trade union movement.
The current situation, whieh makes mnmunist ideology very attractive to '~ very large

numbers of our people also 1~equires that the Party should engage actively in the ideolo-

gical and political struggle to win ewer as manycesple as possible, especially the
workers, to the idLals of sciewtitic socialism. Inevitably, during the course of this
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work we shall have to combat bath right and left tehuencies which, among other things,

pese the democratic in opeeei;ien to the eecieliet revolution, seek to deny the colo—

hieT nature of the oppression CF eepeciel;y the “?rican people, work to deny the

i wendent and leading role e? the wetsz 3 class end.see: to deny the existence of

cur party or in other ways try to liquidate it or dieselve it inte the general h:

ment for national liberaplen.

I: is else our vital task continueusly to V’ to strengthen alliance of revolutionary

freces, giving no possibility i: the enemy a break the alliance between the ANC and

the SACP in particular and the alliance bEimflen the Soviet Union, the other socialist

countries and the wnrld enti—imperieliet movement on the one hand and our revelatienary

movement, on the other.

At the centre e? our efforts lies the task ”f further strecgthening our party inside

the country, extending its links with the warmers end the tread masses and drawing inte

its ranks the best revolutionary representatives of our pegple. It must be that commu—

nists earn the respect among the people by the example they set in struggle be it a

trade union front, ~in mass c: muhity struggles, in military combat or elsewhere.

Such a party, many of whose members have already played the role in the manner we

describe, will make an even bigger contribution in the ca ,7 battles which should

result in fUrther maturation of the revolutionary situation aha the emergence 0F the

circumstances in which it will be possible t: launch a determined general uprising

l:i to overthrow the apartheid regime, treheier power to the people and open the road to

" the victory of the socialist -evelution.

To reach that goal, the immediate task that the Communist Party Faces during this

"decisive year, 1:26, is to join in the ge eral offensive to build up and activise the

mass political and military forces of the revolution, ensuring at every stage that the

masses are conscious of the fact that genuine liberation will come when they seize

power, relying on their own strength, and refusing to succumb to illusions spread by

the enemies 0” our revolution that the Bethe regime will, in the near Future, be willing

to surrender power to the democratic n ;Jrity.

 


