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In this Special pubiicatiort especially brought out to coincide with our National Womens

Day Conference, we have‘decided to cancentrate on issues reievant to us as women.

As black women we are expioitedé because of our race, as women (both black and

white) WB_are exptoited as workers and abused because of our sex. The Lenasta , _

Womens Congress a‘sé part of the Mass Democratic Movement, finds it necessary to ' I
addreés and fight oppression and, exploitation wherevertit exists.

?' -_
“5

Child Care, :Education, Health, the Rights of Working Women, Legét Rights and
, Womeh Abuse are all isSues that should concern us as women because they affect us

. atl and§;we cannot just wish them away by ignoring them.

The article on the Homeless was included because we believe that there is much work

to be done in that area. '

WW-“ “Oncejgamkwutgejll womento. joimaflhelpfightthaevfistacmg us as‘weman — ~ ——————~ ~

and as an oppressed people. Write to us at P. O. Box 708 LENASIA, 1820.

. Hm. _., ~7-__”_,:._..._-.W

Albertina Sisulu, a —
patron of the Lenasia
Womens Congress. In ~
.the background 15 ,
Sister Bernard Ncube
who is president of - -
Fedtraw.
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WHILST WOMEN ARE.._ .
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Many women are abused by their husbands in a number pityvays but in this article

; we want to concentrate on wife beating because in our work in and around Lenasia;

we have found that this is happening to rhahy. many women. Because wife

battering is becoming so common in our community, we have invited People

Ooposed to Women Abuse (POWA) to speak about this terrible tragedy at our

Nationai Womens Day Conference today.

”Acoordirigi to POWA wife battering does not take piece in particuiar sections of the

community oniy. it happens in all races, classes and religions. Aii kinds of men

beat their wives and although it is not always easy to understand why men reson to

vioience. perhaps if we examine historically, male and femaie attitudes, roles and

norms, we wiii begin to see why this occurs.

ThiOughom me history of mankind. women and men have not been brought up as

equais. Traditionaiiyend cuituraiiy, we have been conditioned into beiieving that

men are rpore important and superior i0 women. Aithough we have come a iong

way._fr0m."$fie time_when giri babies were buried alive because it was such an

embarrasment for the father. society still believe men are the superior sex. Most

cuitures teafm women that It is the wife's "duty" to serve her husband irrespectiveiy,

unconditiohaiiy and forever more. This has become the norm and when a woman

chaiienges these norms, some men construe this as "disobedience" and resort to

vioience.

Because most women do not speak about their husbands hitting them, the prooiem

is not resoived and in fact escalates. Most Women keep quiet says POWA, because

of a number of reasons : she may be dependent on his wages and has no where to

__ 99;. she‘ may notwant mgojhwugh menisgzace ota divorceeshenworries-abeumhe

children.

" 'f"—‘Thepeopie'at‘POWA who‘deerwfifi'thisfi‘ffibiem’daiiy‘isay""that ii héifié’io‘iéik tow”

‘ someone y0u truer. They do noi tell womeri what to do but they do help women to

understand their positions and also heip to make their own decisions. if you are a

victim of Women Abuse, call POWA in Johannesburg by dialling 6421-4345.
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_,__ _ Avotejcr Rééhida Ebrahim 6r any of the other. candidates is a vote forvapanheid and -- ' ' - -

an its;evils - unequal education, unequal health, group a:9_a§_§_tg.

Are we as mothers, wives and sisters gaing to stand back and aflow our lives to be
dictated to by people who do not have our interests at heart?

‘fié “Cenaswiafi'Worhéné' Cdngreés rejects Rashida Ebrahim's attempts to project
herseif as a leader 01th: women of Lenasia or anywhere 9159. That which she and all
the candidates stand for is an insult to human dignity: We do not beiieve in working

within the system because we believe in abolishing apartheid.

The House of Deiegates is a mere puppet body which can $2911 decide on "Own

Affairs" issues like drains, trains. housing and education and not "Genera! Afiairs'
which are reéerved for the senior, partners of apartheid.

Throughofit the confifiry our peopIe-are resisting heroically. In 1984 the people in - «—
Lenasia totally rejected the tri-cgameral partiament. Let us continue with the heroic ‘7"

- resistence against thgg'farcicai bi«eiection and not be duped into casting back door
votes. .- ' ' I '
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APARTHEIQ QAQSES EQMELESSNE§S . i v ,

Heve’you ever seriously Considered the plight, the suffering and the hardships of the
homeless? Sit back and think how a mother in a "squatter" camp feels ebeut not
having a secure roof over her head. She is a woman, just ilke you, created by Get:

and with the same aspirations that any other-mother, Blacker White, rich or peer, -

has for herseit and her family» -. .-... ~ ._-_

Daily we hear peeple compiaining aboth "squatters". The next time we hear someone
hitting out against the homiess, ask youreeif, “Who are these people and why do they-
live in shehtles made from wood, zihk end in many lnetances,'eveh plastic sheeting?

The Lenasia Women's Congress, like all the other organisations in the mass

Democratic Movement, believe. very sincerely, that the homeless community is a

porduct ot the apretheid System:"'lf people were previded with adequate houstrig,
which is the State's responsibility. we would have no "Squatter Camps".

in our working with the homeless, we ask them the same questions over and over
Again lnammhly, we get the. enme Ahewers; over and over again. PeODle in the

camps tell us that they came to look far employment in the towns and cities because
they were facing starvation in the rura! areas. Otheree say that when they were lucky

enough to secure jobs in the rural areas. the "money was so littte" that they could hat
feed nor clothe their families.

The Chi alternative, they say, was to cometo work in the urban areas “where the
money 5 better". However, the problem is not solved when tehy come to what they
believe wiil be greener"pastures, because by large, accommodation is a probiem.
Some domestic workers said that some "madame" did not mind them sleeping in thetr
garages betsghat they did not want the husbands around. So, they erect shacks in

the vacinity 0'? their work place and eke out a living. ,

Like all poepte in all communities, yOu wiii find both had and good elements. 80, iuet

as it is incorFEct to assume that all the homeiese are without teuot, it is equeily untust

to believe that they are all "thieves and loiterers“. We will only begin to undereteh
4 -~ other poepie and their problems if we make the time and the ettort to get to know

 

.. fi._,_ ..___-

I7 L"? ' :1

them.

Organisations such as the Homeless Suppert Committee, (HSC) the South African
Health Workers Contrese (SAHWCO) and the Amanda Murgha are doing a tot to
alieviete the suffering of the homeless. If after reading this, you feel that you woutd
tike to assist the homeless, or even to understand their plight, do contact us at P O
Box 708. LENASlA. end we witl put yQu in touch with the relevant organisations._

v: 1"me ~1—
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It Is cIear that the 98-bed hospital and

~existing- heatth aervlces--a'nd what

‘ EXISTING HEALTH SERVICES
one OUTPATIENT POLYCLINIC
o operates from Monday to Friday 8.00am to 4.0mm

with no servIces for acute medicaI care Outside
"office" hours.’

0 no speciaflst service.

I Is situated In Ext 5 a weII-to-do area far away

the greatest needs exists _.

- the State has faIIed to provide Iran'sportespeciauy
for the poor and elgerly to this poarly sited IacIIIty

paqENTATIvr-z SERVE:
o For extensions (1-7), this service Is provided bv

the City :11 Johannesburg and cansists of a Chic!
Medical Oflicen a NLr'sIng Officer. 4 pubIIc health A
hurses and other h'eaIth workers.

For extensions (8-11) and Lenasia Scuth these
services are virtually non existent and no facilities
have been bum. These residents are paying more
rates and taxes than Ext(1~7)resIdents. Presently
there Is 1 nursung sisterIortI-Iss area.Ie(B-113nd
Lenasia South). Many residents are knocking at
the doors of the Johannesburg CIInIc Ior
immunizations.

From the above facts It Is abundantly clear that the
. present heaIth services are grossly Inadequate and In
.. a_chsIs snuatimnw ,
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surrounding areas Is Inadequate to meet community needs. In IIIIs article we examine

Irom the poorer areas such as Ext10.11 2 where ’
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exisiing heatth services in Lenasia and

the state 5110016 'In fact provide.

WHAT THE STATE SHOULD
BE PROVIDING
. oI IIIII'.

I- This
Curattve ServIces Responsiblmy

-Tmmvaal Provincial AdmInIstratIon.

entaIIs hospItaI services Ior the care of the sick
and Injured wIthIn 5km of residence. For a

popu‘lation estImated to be In the region of"
300.000 (Greater Lenasia and envIrons Ie
Klipspruit West. MId-Ennerdate. Grassmere.

FInetown. Unaville and Lenasia. The noun wouId
be:

Hospltms: (100- 400 beds) that Is operating 24

hours per day. 7 days a week. open on public

hoIIdays and pmviding facilities for emergencies.

accidents, intensive care and child birth.

Mental HeaIth Service: provided an a 24 hour j

basis. 7 days a week. including provision tor the

hospitafizauon of the acutely III patIent.

Geflatflc ServIce: Health care for the eldefly

IncIudIng a trail care centre tar those who may
have for eg. suflered a stmke and Is unabte to look
after themselves at home.

DentaI Service: 24 hows. 7 days per week.

Ambulance Service: a 24 hour service avaiIabte In

the area that can respund within minutes. .

Brevemafivefiemlice. OF.CDTDmU012y..S€DdCfl._.-.~_ ;'

Immunization against Poiio. Tubercolosis and

other Infectious diseases.

Child health and feeding scneme
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Family planning service
Screemng for diseasks such as cancer of the

womb diabetes and high blood pressure.

' ‘ Providing advice hearth IntormatIon and support

services such as rehabIIItatIon of persons having;

' suffered a heart attack. ‘

9 Treatment of patients su‘fen’ng_ from sexually:

"—transmitted disease '

All above servIces are to be provIcIed FREE and are

pr6VIdedIro'TTI'RATES3erTAXES.“ ' '

-...-A..-..,.._._.~...... W. .- -— -‘

.SSIU ZEN NUI ST.
  

  

   

  

   

   
   

  
  

 

  
   
  

      

  

       

  
matnourIshed children.~w-w—-—-~ w—--—*-~ W ' " ‘ '

         

  
      

    



 

._..____.._. .._—..... .1

i We slipped-nu1of our houses before
anyone was awake, before the day itsel
_ was up. As we hurried to DU meeting
. place in the wintry light of the quiet
streéts we felt again for the piece of

- paper foided in our pockets. How can you
-knowthe excitement we felt- divided as -«1 _

it was between hope and fear? He met in
Small groups. our relief at seeing each

7 : other expressed in excited whispers.
laughter at the imagineo'reactions of
our husbands.

It was our day. the day we'd planned for
months.
At the railway statich were many more
groups of women and the reality of being

'-, ihere together made us forget the daubts
we 0 had washing and dressingin our
silent houses. ,,
He began the singfna before we were on
the train great waves of song. And when""
the first train came in. the women at
the windows were singing tea.
There were a.few wee? on the train,
workers offthe early shift. we teased"
them; we we1e so proud of our mission:
you thOUth we knew nothing about

politics but we're not going to carry
passes iike yOu, we will not he stepped
in the streets by police. raided at
night by the blackjacks. We are mothers,
we can' t go in jail as often as you do.
‘he coaches were filled with US. we were

‘ everywhere _

v weren 't Indian

_ He' d come from 111 parts of thecounpry

for our day. By the time our train

1eached the :ap1ta1. dawn had broken ahd

befo.e we sp111ed out into the streets.

the word had been arcund: processions

are banned:coay; to aveia arrest, walk

--»qn groups ofi three.-’ ._-.. -.

Buses and cars filled w1th chanting

women had arr1ved By nOw we were

thousands.

How can I describe Our feeling walking

tegether. how can you know what it was

Ii ke?

We were wearing the green and black 0.

liberation. or tribal dress. brilliant

proud colours. We walked with bab1es on

our backs. children at our s1des. we

were a moving body of colour and song.

We weren't Xhosa, Zulu or Sotho, we

coloured or white. we

were women making history.

HE COME AS WOMEN UNITED IN OUR PURPOSE

TO SAVE THE AFRICAN WOMEN FROM THE

DEGRADATION 0F PASSES. FOR TO US, AN

INSULT TO AFRICAN WOMEN IS AN INSULT TO

ALL WOMEN.

Bv the t1me we reached the government

buildings we were twenty thousand.

YOU ve never seen twenty thousand women

1.7.7.717? Eagelwzlzfeireyanggtecl.€21Lanaum WW
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zogether. we signed the papers for the \JV 7“

irime minister. He wasn‘t there to see ‘,

_us. he.missed such a sight. Then we__.” "_' ,

waited in silence. A heavy silence

that was as strong as we were many. _‘

And then again we sang: Now yOU

have touched the women, you have %

struck a roCk. you have dislodged,

a boulder, yOU Will ha crushed:'.. '-

Yes of courSe today we carry ‘

passes. In the end we had to:

we couldn't‘get work, receive
our pensions. even register our

Children ifiwe didn‘t. But that

August day almost thirty years

ago showed us our strength.

That day we were women. %%

' 9

1:; story cmhes from a back canes

":he Parrou $94.? . by A. Blondel. S.

1.3112: and A. Hasmmian. Purpshafgfby
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“ - Hepressm and ‘- remstance
have become the. marks of
-Soum Afncan uocie‘y. With
restrictions. bamfings,
dctwtions and executions

in this country, there has
developed an urgent and are
mad :‘ior c‘haflenqe and
change. Unity is the source of
the grant su‘cng
needed 10 break the chains
Mich bI'md us in tin oppressive
SOCQW
PEOPL FROM ALL SECTORS
fl!) TO JOIN HANS - YOUTH,
WORKERS. STUDENTS AND
WITO FORM A UNITED
FRONT

Women lorm more than ha" of
the populanon of this'eomtry.
and the need ior tux to
organise and parmnate m the
Havana! Democram Struggle
cannot' be overemph. éscd.
A: Black .-' Women, the
appraision we antler is

i ureeiold. ‘
FPSITLY. as Neck: we are
subjected to Nations!

i oppresston through laws Mich
§ Wt: agarnst u:
.; SECONBLY. many of us have
“ already. and other: soon ma.

I 50h the ranks of the working
~r class. In the workplace woman
I: are dammed and
explmtcd because of our

   

  

   

 

   
   

     

   

    

Wonmg cantons. wages and
, benefits received by men far
outweich those received by

. women._ 1* M ..

. TWY. sexual oppression :3
aimed at keeph women ina
posfloon‘ of enority
subordination 1:93!
system 'n this country

_ enforces upon WOmcn
; status of :3 mar.
These three forms of
oppresmon are like cogs m 3

mm.”-
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. havm become the..way.o£ He»-

thwhd'liS'

1 aposre‘nt “differential “status: —

the.

. jmachme; geared to 3115mm: “
Iihe_fq'rInIa'te Iw_ q iesser sun}; of, . ‘

 

OURWOMENARE STILL IN CHAINS —‘

MS HE CAN 7M1; mLm
We: have u: swam u
rmi ream mm is
Wm Wxnw warm as.
*3 MW :0 «m MEI
qua: II mamas * yu$§
Wm who 6%mam ms:
system. Qu' remtm W m
a reaction to the rewaamn oi
wwnm Ind the repressim 64
d those who whey a! ma
mm: 01 me wessw;

M. u row; um have to
beam awn, we have to ba
nkoaptqudfiwmm
cuwnrnnm why: 03
messiah Marne h gram

mm dkect. We mm
mm ”mm from m
mm: and remain mm
m' a_wlhur'm madam
mwymmnmm
thentmuww
wagecmtrmm
to the meet: that Apu-mw
mmeenpiaa-I
myW : L h-
mmh ma v:
taumMOfMeacm

we fit ram and
mm.

"We shall 'flrM "to unite
women in common action far
the ram! 0! If! pommal.
lays! 9cm: am well!
dwabimles rm face as u-
» opprunc grou
mm mIIrur. aft)

   

   

TWe is no cteaflydefraud he
bmwean comnty
and womans Issuas,ytha'efara
me reiationship betwaen
women's organisations and
peopie‘s- organisations has 16"
betu\inagralone.
The Lenasia Youth League .3.
com and smart: me
recent mm o! the Lenam
Womena congress (LWC) an
organisaflon OF womenI FOR
WORK!‘

" The Women's struggle for
our. rights I: part of the
scurrugglefor a free South
Africa.
be freewhi
are still in chains.

I’oeaple cannot
our wamon

n is our duty as female youth
to my ow part - an 51th
part - in the strme for the

freedom of women and in the
broader sumac for me
Manon of our people. --

LENASIA YOUTH
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Caroline Motsoaledi has had to be a mother and a
father fig her 7 children since 196} when her husband

i was arreited for treason;"" Ma Motsoaledi is tha'wifeA
‘ 7 of Elias who has,spent the last 25 years in prisOn ‘

with Nelgon Mandéla, Ahmed Kathrada, Walter Sisulu.
Wilton Mgaai, Raymond MthLaba and Comrade'Mlahgeni.
The years of struggle to clothe, Feed and educate «
her children has not left her a bitter woman. She

; still warks in a Factory making clothés. Ma Caroline
- g.r livesqin Mzimhhlnpg,“5nflgto.

. In-u'wuw
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Gone are the 9600 Did deyewvheh the father weht to work and the mather stayed at
' home to teke care ‘of the chiidrenand the home. With the eeceiating cost of living _.
and inflation running at 20%, many, many mothers are forced to go out to work to 1
sappiiment the family income

._ 4.... - .. ,. ,... .5, ~..~ . . .. buy «nu '* -- ~1- -—--—.—I e.- ., .-: ....s.—-— .- - nvI-M-M— ~—- - «u-

Aii these women who seek empioymen't out of necessity are faced with the problem L

of Child care facilities in the absence of any state chiid care centres in our areas.
women become dependent on reiatives, triendes and in most cases, domestic if

workers who are aiready overburdened with househoid chores. Child minders eiso 3.;
provide a very necessary serviceand many mothers with yeung chiidren would not
be abie to 90 Out to work if it were not for these women. '

 

The existing nursery éghoois do provide an essential service but because they are ..

private ins‘figutions, they are expensive and beyond the reach of many. As far as_ we "
are aware. there are 5 nursery schools in Lenasia aii of which are run by religious
institutions.rjhey run (an e haif day basis between 8.00 em. and 12.30 pm. working

_ , methers eithiar have to pay'chi’id minders for the rest of the day'or once again depend
Ly on-reietives,triends ordomestic werkers.

These facts cieariy indicate: the dire need for day care taciiities incorporating creehes A

3: and nursery schools. We 'say that it is the duty of the state to provide child care . _
faciiities at an effordabie rate beeringin mind that many, many working women are
mothers with young children who are directly contributing to the economy of the
country. '
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  : The new mrtmonlat property Act No as of'TSSA"mfi§t’bé"~'/iawed as a‘ major step fomrd in the
vevolutlon of women's toga] and financial status. It brought about {er reachth changes to the ‘-
. matrimonial property laws which have retrained'more or tees unchanged for a very long time. tt

-; promotes women as an independern, motivated, and productive force of society and has entrenched
’ _ _ the idea that marriage ts a partnershtp. Mateover tt has hardded an era where partners In marriage

enioy an equal status both in tew and in the equal participation of the proprietary substructure of the 5
:partnership and tt enables each partner to enter or leave the DOOR OF MARRIAGE wrm DIGNITY, :r
‘:fiDNOUR AND GRACE. ‘

w"- .-..-'.‘..- _- " 3,. ,. _ ‘ ,.... _._.......~‘.-.v»~-.u- v. -.- — ‘1. .. . U

The most profound changes brought about by the new legislation am to be found with regards to the
marital power and matrimonial property regime, more wpectafly the imroduction of the so netted
accmal system and New Concept Community 0! Propetty .

The pre 1984 matrimoniat property system can be briefly summarised as follows:
_.1 The Tradtttonat Marriage in Communttyof Property is where there ls a common estate administered

by the husband and which emttiee both parttes to an Indeed half share of at! the property and
profits gained in the common estate during the course of the marriage. It hawever. made the

, ' partiesliabteforthedepthsottheeomonestate.
{2. A maMege out of communtty at property ts achievad by the patties entering thin ah antenuptial

connect phat to the mantagagemmony wherein may regulate their future mutmonial regime.
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The ttmttattons ofthe pre 1934 propeny system can be summarised briefly as fotlaws:
A. Marriages in co‘amunity of property (subject to the husbanda marked power)

‘ t. Secured some sort of financial advamage tor women but tt was coupled with:
2. Legal disadvantages and especially tegat dtsebitmes subject ofcourse to the provtsfcn of the

mthmmt affairs at , .

,
a
m
w
a
r
m

m~
w:
g,
-:
w~
;l

'J
»

B. Marrtages out of community of praperty (mrttal power excluded)
‘ t. Secured equamy In status between man and women in taw to sign contracts or to litigate but

» u did not same flnanciat pmtectlon for either party.

THE MAIN FEATURES OF THE NEW MATRIMONIAL PROPERTY ACT N0 88 OF 1984 CAN BE 3‘."
BRIEFLY STATED AS FOLLOWS: ‘

A. - MARRIAGES IN COMMUNtTY OF PROPERTY:
1. Marital powers is excluded
2. No restrictions on whee capacity to contract and litigate subject onty to the provision

that the consent of the other party ls required tn special circumstances.
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B. MARRJAGES OUT OF COMMUNITY OF PROPERTY:
1. Exctuston at community 09 propeny and ot profit and loss and inciusian of the new

acgmatsystem, thtsbeing a postponed sharing of the growthofeech of --the parties"
separate estates during the course of the marriage. .

2. ’ Exclusion of community of property and of profit and toss but without any further
direction, then the new accmal system wilt automatically appty.

3. Exclusion of community of property and of profit and toss and the exctusion of the s
accmat system or Inclusion thereof but sublet! to specie! previsions.
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The above is but a very brief summary of the pre 1934and post 1984 matrimoaial property system.
‘ However, even though the matrimoniat propem/ act has elevated women‘a status as a whole. on paper,

the majority of South African Women do not the knowtedge or understanding thereof, ThisIS direcuy
H ~ '“relatedtothepresehtregime1h thatthe évaflgbmty ofa' tégal service Is to a targe extent inaccessible, _ _- . ‘s
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_*__ It therefore becomes thetaak-ef lega! people-in themass democratic movemeht'tb c‘ans‘ctofisfy”dew"tse “ :1 ‘ '
methods of stmpfl’rylng an making avaflabte the necessary information. This process can onty evoive ’
through discussion manning and active participation with the masses. PI/EI'H ' _" ' t . -- » ”EZRZI E16, N61? SI.   
 



 
 '~ +"'"'*-"* — ~ Why-are we-aflowing tho oppressors'to 'havetheir way with us?‘ * ' '
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You who have no work, speak.

You who have not homes. speak. . ' ' , .. . 3"

You Who have, no. schools, speak. .

You who have to run like chiCKens

from the vulture, speak.

Léi'o'é'éhé're' our' probl'en’is'é'o that" " ' " '

We can solve them together. to

We mustfrae oursetves. U ‘ '

Men and women must share housework

Men and women must work together in I

the home and out in the world.

There are no oreches and nursery A

~ J; schools for our children.

There are no homes for the aged. i

There is no one to care for the sick. ‘

Women must unite to fight for these rights.

" _ I opended the road for you

You must go fotward.

DORA TAMANA L

-WAKE QP PEOEL_E_

Wake up peop1e and [see what Is happening to us.

Important decisions about our'lives and future ae being made-

.i.__._fi .__.._- WWWTheocomms anosefloutswanuo.besaczmaow .IBadBlZS. _. ....‘.—... . H.— ...

The people who have caused oru ships to sink. now want to become captains.

Listen to peopte who have chosen the pat of justice and except them as your teader
1
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if you fait to chose the path of truth and justice you win pay a bitter price

For when the day of reckoning comes,

. then do not blame. the all mighty for the seeds that y0u have sown
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. ._ . , . Why are You so afraid to stand for what is right? , _ / .

‘ “““ ' _ ”Why iS'it that truth and justice is being side étep'ped? ' " i

I ~ "‘3'“ -With ounrevolutlonaryspiritandoumeedom songs“ .. , _-,

M"— ' ' " ‘" "'" ‘" "other nations are responding tdour'oall "' " “ ' " ii: ~

’ ' Thé pmérs oféfiéfihéid arébéi‘n‘g‘éhakeri

because the interenationa! community in now on'our side.

 


