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~In this special publication especially brought out to coincide with our National Womens
. Day Conference, we have decided to concentrate on issues relevant to us as women,
As black women we are exploited because of our racs, as women (both black and |
white} we are exploited as workers and abused because of our sex. The Lenasia { -
womens Congress -a§ part of the Mass Democratic Movernent, finds it necessary 10 ]
addreés and fight cppression and exploitation wherever___hit exists.
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Child Care, “Education, Health, the Rights of Working Women, Legél Rights and
womeh Abuse are all issues that should concern usg as women because they affect us
all and we cannot just wish them away by ignoring them.

The article on the Homeless was included because we bsalieve that there is much work
to be done in that area. |

S - Once_again, we_urge_all women. 1o joinus 10 helpfight the.gvils.facing us as-wamen — § ——— -
and as an oppressed people. Write to us at P, O, BOx 708 LENASIA, 1820,
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Albertina Sisulv, a
patron of the Lenasisa
Womens Congress. In
the bsckground 1is .
Sister Bernard Ncube
who 18 president of
Fedtraw.

s T

.::-_:.-.'."_n:._'__ri 1'-|. ._._'.!3'._ o gt &1 8% ¥
: L = E L =5 A o . - i
N L 1|E-"-|‘r,' 1-'1-: e Ll rfl- w = IL'|. ']
A, ™ - 4 ;—-':-":". -2 :_‘..“"I A= & -.I 2 . R i Ty
» . e b At N R e i s i Wy et
: y -~ - BTG ah gt SaR TR e I A ~
- - , . = 2 : pa— ‘# "-t‘r el et T ¥ e '..-1;-:".,-_" A :1- . I'..._ sk
—— = __um e i : ; : ; Sl : A F X1 o - = ey &
. { . 5 - e g by iy B , e e S ] - ' -ME o 5 l_.,__ o ‘_-:‘_.'.__-1_ - L A 5T 2T -
1
— L = & - - - —- A o J T
3 i
£ K
]
N - u. - . ", - » &
o saa ! ; i e S
i o o .|' - e A

| FREEDOM QF SOCIETY [
:' %HILST WOMEN AREF -
INBONDAGE"- =~ 7%

—— | — == e — B — e —— W SR mees I —— -y -l PR i—

WOMENS CHABTER - 1954 -

R —'.l‘-l'--r —

-




o e ® — W = - i —

-
L

STOP WOMEN BATTERING!

e R PR .ﬁ-.-h-.ll

| Many women are abused by their husbands in a number of ways but in this aricle
i 2 g ws want {0 concentrate on wife beating because in our work in and around Lenasia; -
A we have found that this is happening to many, many women. Because wife
battering is becoming so common in our community, we have invited People
Opposed t© Women Abuse (POWA) to speak about this terrible tragedy at our
National Womens Day Conference today.
g Ac&rdiﬁg to POWA wife battering does not take place in particular sections of e
community only. 1t happens in all races, classes and religions. All kinds of men
beat their wives and althcugh it is not always easy to understand why men reson 1o

violence, perhaps if we examine historically, male and female attitucies, roles and
norms, we will begin tQ see why this occurs.

Thi'oughout the history of mankind, women and men have not been brought up as
equals. Traditionally and culturally, we have been conditioned into believing that
men are moreg important and superior 10 women, Although we have come & long
way__'fromf"‘fwe time _when girl bables were buried alive because it was such an
embarrasment for the father, society still believe men are the superior sex. MOst
cultures teach wormen that it is the wife’s "duty” to serve her husband irrespectively,
unconditioﬁally and forever more. This has become the norm and when 8 woman

challenges these norms, Some men construe this as "disobedience” and resort to
violence,

Because most women do not speak about their husbands hitting them, the probiem
is not resolved and in fact escalates. Most women keep quiet says POWA, because
¢ of a number of reasons : she may be dependent on his wages and has no where 10
g _________. __qo; she may not want to_go.ihrough the disgrace ofa divorce-she-worrgs-about-ine
§ children,

S AT o ';"“—*The*peapie*at*POWﬁ; who "deaT Wit this problem daily say that it helpsto talk 1o
! someone you trust. They do not tell wornen what to do but they do help women to
understand their positions and also help to make their own decisions. If you are &
victim of Women Abuse, call POWA in Johannesburg by dialing 842-4340.
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* | ITIS LEGAL NOT TO VOTE
b A vote for Rashida Ebrahim or any of the other. candidates is a vote for apartheid ang - - S et

i all its;evils - unequal education, unequal health, group areas etc. - R

Are we as mothers, wives and sisters going 1o stand back and allow our lives to be |

} dictated 10 by people who do not have our interests at heart?

The Lenasia Womens Congress rejects Rashida Ebrahim's attempts to project |

i herself as a leader of the women of Lenasia or anywhers gise, That which she and all

| the candidates stand for is an insult to human dignity. We do not believe in working |

¢ within the system because we believe in abolishing epartheid, q

The House of Delegates is & mere puppet body which can onlv decide on "Own

: Affairs” 1ssues like drains, trains, housing and education and not "General Affairs*  §
which are reserved for the senior, partners of apartheid.

Throughout the coursry our people are resisting heroically. In 1884 the people in - § — -

' Lenasia totally rejected the tri-cameral parliament. Let us continue with the heroie

§ resistence against the:farcical bi-election and not be duped into casting back door

L votes. - ' A7l
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Have you ever seriously ¢onsidered the plight, the suffering and the hardships of the
homeless? Sit back and think how a mother in & "sguatter’ camp feels about not
having a secure roof over her head. She is a woman, just like you, created Dy God

and with the same aspirations that any other-mother, Black -or White, rich or poor,

has for herself and her family= - - = -——

Daily we hear people complaining about "squatters”. The next time we hear SOMEeQne

hitting out against the hornless, ask yourself, "Who are these people and why do they-

live in shanties made from wood, zink and in many instances, even plastic sheeting?

The Lenasia Women’s Congress, like all the other organisations in the Mass

Democratic Movement, believe, very sincerely, that the homeless community is @

norduct of the apratheid system: - If people werg provided with adequste housing,
which is the State's responsibility, we would have no "Squater Camps’.

In our working with the homeless, we ask them the same questions cver and over
apain Inavitably, wa et the same anawers over and Qver again.  Peoble in the

camps tell us that they came to look for employment in the towns and cities because
they were facing starvation in the rural areas. Otheres say that when they were lucky
enough to secure jobs in the rural areas, the "money was 8o littie” that they could not
feed nor ciothe their families, '

The only aiternative, they say, was to come to work in the urban argas "where the
money is better". However, the problem is not solved when tehy come (0 what they
believe will be greenet“pastures, because by large, accomodation is a problem,
Some domestic workers said that some "madams” did not mind them sleeping in their
garages butzhat they did not want the husbands around. So, they erect shacks in

the vacinity ¢f their work place and eke out 2 living.

Like all poepiz in all communities, you will find both bad and good slements. $o, just
as it is incorrect to assume that all the homeless are without fauct, it is equally unjust
to believe that they are all "thisves and loiterers”, We will only begin 1o undersian

{ - other poeple and their problems if we make the time and the effort to get 10 know
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them.

QOrganisations such as the Homeless Support Committee, (HSC) the South African
Health Workers Contress (SAHWCQO) and the Ananda Murgha are doing a iot 10
alteviate the suffering of the homeless. |If after reading this, you feel that you would

like to assist the homeless, or even to understand their plight, do contact us at P O
Box 708, LENASIA, and we will put you in touch with the relevant organisations,
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it i3 clear that the 98-bed hospital and

— -

 EXISTING HEALTH SERVICES
ONE QUTPATIENT POLYCLINIC

@ operates from Monday to Friday 8.00am to 4.00om
with nO services {or acute medical care outside

. "nﬂice hours. - s

® no speciahst semce

the greatest needs exists. ; .
8 {he State has failed to provide trah‘éport especially

for the poor and elderly to this poorly sited facility.

PREVENTATIVE SERVECE

® For extensions (1-7), thig service is provided by
the City of Johannashurg and congists of a Chie

Medical Officer, a Niz-sing Officer, 4 public health .

nurses and other heaith workers.

For extersions (8-11) and Lenasia South these
services are virtually non existent and no facilities
have been buill. These residents are paying more
rates and taxes than Ext(1-7)residents, Presently
there ig 1 nursung sister for this ares ie (8-11 and
Lenasia South). Many residents are knocking at
the doors of the Johannesburg Clini¢ for
immunizations.

From the above facts it is abundantly clear that the

present naalth services are grossly inadeguate and in
R _. . a.Ccrisis situation....—
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surrounding areas is inadequate o meat community needs. in this article we examine
- existing-health services and what the state should in fact provide. e

s situated in Ext 5, a well-to-do area, far away
from the poorer areas such as Ext 10, 11, 2 where
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® Treatment of patents 5u‘femg from sexual*y

ik provided 1ot RATES and TAXES. -
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exieting health services in Lenasia and

WHAT THE STATE SHOULD
BE PROVIDING

o

Respongipllity of the ;
Administration. Thig

Curative Services
- Tranavaal Provingeial

L]

entails hospital services ior the care of the sick §
and injured within Skm Of residence, For a -
population estimated to be in the ragrcm of

300,000 (Greater Lenasia and environs le.
Klipspruit West, Mid-Ennerdale, Grassmere,
Finetown, Unaville and Lenasia. The norm would
be.

Hosnilats; (100 400 beds) that is operaling 24
hours per day, 7 days a week, open on pubi¢
holidays and providing facilities for emergencies,
accigents, intensive care and child binn,

Mental Health Service: provided on a 24 bour | :
basie, 7 days a week, ingluding provisiaon for e |
hospitalization of the acutely ill patient

Geratric Service: Health care for the elderly
including a frail care centre for those who may
have lor eg. suffered a stroke and is unable te look
after themselves at home,

Dental Service: 24 hours, 7 days per week,

Ambulance Service; a 24 hour service available in
the area that can respond within minutes.
e . Preventative Service. or Community. Seodee . §

immunization against Polio, Tubercolosis and
other infectious diseases.
Child hezalth and teeding scCheme
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Family planning service.
Screening {or diseas®s such ag cancer of the
womb, diabetes and high blood pressure,

" Providing advice, health information and support
gervices such as rehabalitation c':f persons haviﬁg

suffered a heart attack.

-"—1ransmmed disesase,
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i everywhere,

= We slipped.out_of our houses before

. anyone was awake, Defore the day itself

_ was up. As we hurried 10 our meeting

" place in the wintry light of the quiet
streets, we felt 3gain for ihe piece of
paper folded in our pockels, How can you

- -know:the excitement we fell{, divided-as -

it was between hope and fear? We met in
small groups, our reljef at seeing &ach
other exprassed in excited whispers,
laughter &t the imagined reactions of
our husbands.

14 w2s our déy, the day we'd planned for
months.

At the rajlway staticn were many more
aroups of women and the reality of Deing
there together made us torget the doubts
we'd hag washing and dressing-in our
silent houses. ., ‘

We Degan the singirm before we were on
the train, great wates of song, And when
the first train came in, the woman at
the windows were $inging too.

There were a few mes on the train,
workers of-the early shift. We teased
them, w2 weTe S0 proud of our mission!
you thought we knew nothing about
politics but we're not going 0 carry
passes like you, we will not be stopped
in the streets by police, raided at
night by the bDlackjacks. We are mothers,

we can't go to jail as often as you g0,
The cocches were fillcg with us, we wore

o . '\1- _IF.' Ty .';4- i
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. -.~1n- groups of. three, . . - -.

We'd come from all parts of the _couniry

_ for our day. By the time our train .
reached the capital, dawn had broken ang
hefore we spilled out into the streeis,

the word had been arcund: processions
are banned today; to avoid arrest, walk

— " T - - om

Busas and cars filled with chanting

woman had arrived. By now we were

thousands.

How can | describe our feeling walking
together, how can you know what 11 was
iike? i &y
Wa were wearing the green and black of
liberation, or tribal dress, brilliant
nroud colours. We walked-with babies on
our backs. childr=n at our sides. We
were a moving body of colour and song.
We weren't Xhosa, Zulu or 30tnhe, we
weren't Indian, coloured or white. We

were women making history.

WE COME AS WOMEN UNITED IN QUR PURPOSE

TO SAVE THE AFRICAN WOMEN FROM THE
DEGRADATION OF PASSES. FOR TO US, AN
INSULT TO AFRICAN WOMEN IS AN INSULT TOQ

ALL WOMEN,

By <he ¢ime we reached the government
buildings we were twenty thousand.
You've never seen twenty thousand women
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sogether. We signed the papers for the
Srime minister. He wasn't there to see
46 . he. missed such.a sight. Then we
waited in silence, A heavy silence
«hat was a5 :strong &5 we were many.
And then again we sang: NOw you
-aye touched the women, you nave
s+pruck a rock, you heve disiodged,
y poulder, vou will be ¢rushed: -
ves of course today we carry
nasses. In the end we had to!
we couldn't get work, receive
cur pensions, even register our
children if we ¢idn't. But that
Augqust day almost thirty years
ago showed us our strength.
That day we were women.
:  ;
this story comes from a book called

'mhe Parroue Egs', by A, Blondel, S,
“amd and A. Hashemian. Publ:shec*by

Rsvan Prass. f‘wb'ﬁv'_’ y SPEA‘K,“
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g - South  Afican
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8 expiolied beoause  of
- apparent —differental ~statusT —
: Workng conditions, wages
2 benefts received by men far

| wromen,

t aimed a1t kee.p woOmen in a
E position  of mmy and
| subordination. iegsl
: system in tms country

N enforces upon  women -
5 2iatus Of 8 rrmor.

§ These -
OPPresaIon are hke cor-vs fna
imachine geared to subjugate ..

ST e — 3

OUR

BN ¢ Texstance
have become the marks of
nociely.  With
restrictions, Danmngs,
detentions and executions
having becoma the.way of ke
N this country, there has
developed an urgyent and dee
heed @ 1o Chalienge  and
change, Unity 18 the source of
the great strength wisch e
negded 10 break the chans
which bmd Us in an oppressive

SOCSTy

PEOPLE FROM ALL SECTORS
NEED TO JOWN HANDS - YOUTH,
WORKERS, STUDENTS AND
WOMEN, TO FORM A UNITED

FRONT,

Womest lorm more than hall of
the popldation of thisy soutiry,
and the need for Tus o
grganise and parucpate in the
Nationa! Democratc Struggle
canncet be overemph. fived.

Asg Sack - WOmen, the
cppression we  sulfer s
trreefold:

FIRSTLY, a2 Blacks we are
subjecied o National
onpresson through laws whech
GISCIHTHNATE RGAaMIt us,
SECONDLY, many of us have

! aiready, and others soon will

JOIN the rarmke of the working
clags. it the workplace womsn
Bare - CEscrzmnsied ang
OUr

andg

oitweigh those received by

p Y E—"———— g e o W o R,

| THROLY, sexual Oppression 18

the- -

thwree- - forms

the female 10 8 lesser state of
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PLE CANNOT BE FHEE WHILE
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- QUR. WOMEN ARE STILL IN CHAINS

- TS WE CAMN TAXE 8O Lmﬁﬁa
we hgva o awskin 23
udbvidhals, renBsn  whal Lﬂ
POy perpertraied agnmst
We hevg 19 orgmmes Mﬁ"
VIO BR MEtsat Of yourg
woman wino Wl chalsngs the
sy2iem Owr réegsienns wil bo
R TERCHCH 10 e reoraamedn of
woman and e repression of
2 thoses who miler g1 tha
ands of thg Sdpressors.

Wa, 8 youny women, have 10
b8come actdva, we have to ba

3} kaephq with woamen i
cm wirewrg

o
oppression swilered B grester
and more ot Ve oprmot
BoSIe owresives Wom ther
8

g reme;n obivioum

10 the suliering whech ridden

U s0CTity we hve i We do

At Bve M & vecusm end
uﬂ&wecammrmm
¢ e ellects that ﬁp m
mmmpenm
Y 4 & L P
enmwmn enass fave
toﬁnkumofmmm
pon ' Uw resfty end
parmta.

“We chell siriva 10 unite
WORRN IN COMMOn 8Ction for
the romove! of &l politiced,
legel, economic end mf!!
digeblfities thet fece us as

BN OPPrasSed gr
mm thm'. Dfd)
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There iz no clearly defined Bne
betwesan Ccomimmity issuBs |
and womens izsuss, theretora

the relationshid between

women's  orgarizations  snd

peonia's: organsations has 1o
ba an ntegral one.

The Lenasia Youth League

commencia and suooris thhe
recent Isunch of the Lenasia

Womens Congress {(LWC) - an
organisation OF women FOR
wWoImen,
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“ The Women's struggle for

our rights is parr ol the
srruggm ror a freg Sourn

Africa, feapm cannet
be [free wh: our women

are stitl in chains.

It iz our cuty az fernaig y:;t.?}
1o play ouwr part - an

part - in the struggle for the
freedom of women and in e
proadar awvuggie ftor  the
fberation of our peopie, =
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LENASIA YOUTH LEAGUE.

———————— e s e B R

T i O g a s e g

il ¥ ] =

POl o Ine GED W) mgvmsteet of e Fsporey  ——

@e =




QRO L | - :
T‘; -‘;"—"ET’;;"'- ':‘“ oA : - 3
G s g Bl 4
et R e
- S A
- § Laroline Motsoaledi bas had to be a mother and a
- - Father % her 7 children since 1963 when her husband
| || vas arrefted for tresson:-— Ma Motsoaledi is the wifef
# of Llias who has,spent the last 25 years in prisen f
-} with Nelgon Mandéls, Ahmed Kathrada, Welter Sisuluy, §
- | Wilton Miswai, Raymond Mthlaba and Comrade Mlahgend. |
B The years of struggle to clothe, feed and educate - §
; h&F children has not left her a bitter woman. She _
stall works in a factory making clothes. Ma Careline §
= lives in Mzimhhlope, Spoweto, 7
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HILD GAF ECENT s ARE OUR ﬁ HT A :
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Gone are the good old daYS'when the father went to work and the mother stayed at
~home to take care of the children. and the home. With the escaiating cost of living

aqd inflation running at 20%, many, many maothers are forced to go out to work to §
suppliment the family income.
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Ali these women who seek employment out of necessity are faced with the problem
of Child care facilities. In the absence of any state child care centres in our areas, |
women become dependent on relatives, friendes and sn most cases, domestic §
workers who are already overburdened with household chores. Child minders also &
provide a very necessary service and many mothers with young children would not
be able to go out to work if it were not for these wormen.
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- # The existing nursery schools do provide an essential service but because they are
private instiutions, they are expensive and beyond the reach of many. As far as we
@ are aware, fnere are 5 nursery schools in Lenasia all of which are run Dy rehglcus
- institutions. . They run on a half gay basis between 8.00 a.m. and 12.30 .M. working
i mothers eitr'i'er have to pay child minders for the rest of the day or once again depend

. & on-elatives, friends or domestic workers.

¢ These facts clearly indicate the dire need for day care facilities incorporating creches
and nursery schools, We say that it is the duty of the state to provide child care
- | facilities at an affordable rate bearing.in mind that many, many working women are
~ § mothers with young children who are directly contributing to the economy of the
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B . _____accrual system, this being a. postponed. sharing of the grawth.of-gach-of the. parﬂes--

**-' 36 “relateﬁ to*the present regime’in that the availabllity of a legal service Is 10 a large extent inaccessible, . ..

S therefora hacomes. the task-of legal people-in the mass democratic movement 1o congtiolsly devise
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. The new matrimonial property Act No 88 of 1884 milist bé Viewed &8 a major step forward in the §
evolution of women's legal and financial status. .
- matimonial property laws which have remalned more O less unchanged for & very long time. it §
promotes women as an independert, mativated, and productive force of society and has entrenched §

_ . the idea that marriage Is & partnership. Moreover k has harcided an era where panners in marriage §
-enjoy an equal status both in law and in the equal participation of the proprietary substructure of the §
 partnership and it enables each partner 1o enter or leave the DOOR OF MARRIAGE WITH mam'r'r
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- The most profound changes brought about by the new legisiation are to be found with regards (o the

marital power and matrimonial proparty regima, more especially the introduction of the so cefied §
‘accrual system angd New Concapt Community of Proparty.
‘The pre 1984 matrimonial property system can be briefly summarised as follows : ' {
1. The Traditional Marriage in Community of Property is where thera ls 8 common estate administered #
- by the husband and which entitles Doth parties to an Individed half share of afl the propenty and |
~ profits gained in the common estate during the course of the marriage. It however, made the §
~* parties liable for the depths of the common estate, .
‘2. A mariage out of community of property Is achlevad by the parties entering Into an antenuptial
contract prior 1o the marriage ceremony wherein they reguiate their future matrimonial regime.
The Hmhations of the pre 1984 propenty system can be summarised briefly as follows : ¢
A. Marriages in m%umunity of property (subject to the husband's marital power)
1. Secured some sort of financial advantage for women but it was coupled with;
2, Legal disadvantagas and especially legal disabiilﬂes subject ofcourse to the provision of the §
matrimoniyl aftairs at. . .

B Martiages out of communfty of property (marital power excluded)
. Secured squality in status between man and women In law to sign contracis or to litigate but -

- it did not secure financial pratection for elther party,

THE MAIN FEATURES OF THE NEW MATRIMONIAL PROPERTY ACT NO 88 OF 1984 CAN BE |
BRIEFLY STATED AS FOLLOWS :

B. MARRIAGES QUT OF COMMUNITY OF PROPERTY :
1. Extlusion of community of propearty and of profit and Joss and inciusion of the new
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seperate estates during the coursa of the marrlage,

Z,  Exclusion of community of property and of profit and loss but w:thout any further
- direction, then the new accrual systern will autornatically apply.

SR A e

accrual system or inclusion thereof but subleci 1o special provisions,

APkt 2 g

The above Is but & very brief summary of the pre 1884 and post 1884 matrimonial property system,
 However, even though the matrimonial property act has elavated women's status as a whole, on paper,
the rajority of South African Women do not the knowiedge or understanding thereof, This is directly
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methods of simplifying an making avallable the necessary information, This process can only evolve
hrough discussion, planning and active participation with the masses.
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It brought about far reaching changes to the §

3.  Exclusion of communky of property and of profit and loss and the exclusion of the |
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A. - MARRIAGES IN COMMUNITY OF PROPERTY *
1. Marital powers is excluded g

2. No restrictions on wifes capacity to contract and litigate subject only to the provision §

that the consent of the other party Is required in special circumstances. §
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it HAVE S HE RAYS OF OUR NEW
N §QQTH AFRICA HISiNG
You who have no work, speak.
You who have not homes, speak. S R
You who have.no, schools, speak. il
You who have to run like chickens
from the vulture, speak.
Let us share our problems so that
we ¢an solve them together. i
We must free ourselves. & i
Men and women must share housework
Men and women must work together in
the home and out in the worid., . :
There are no creches and nursery "
~;  schools tor our children.
There are no homes for the aged.
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:"‘é:; There is no one to care for the sick.
: 1‘: Wwomen must unite 1o fight for these rignts.
'y " {opended the road for you
; ; %  You rmust go forward.
% e s

WAKE UP PEQPLE
Wake up people and see what is happeéning to us,
Important decisions about our lives and future ae being made-
. Thecowards and seflouts.want ta become our Jeagers. — ... . —— —.
The people who have causad oru ships to sink, now want to become captains.
_: Listen to people who have chosen the pat of justice and except them as your \eader
e~ — = Nhy-are we allowing the oppressors to have their way with us?— = 77" ™"
e if you fail to chose the path of truth and justice you will pay a bitter price
For wihen the day of reckoning Comes,
- then do not blame the all mighty for the seeds that you have sown
~ Whyareyou so afraid to stand for what is right? | '
" TWhy is Tt that truth and justice is being side stepped? ;
R - With ourrevolutionary. spirit and-our.freegom SONgS~ - - -~
ARV A ~ " other nations are responding toéurcall ¥ s

" “The pillérs of apartheid are being shaken
because the interenational community in now on our side.
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