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THE gist of the historic first 

conversation between President 

PW Botha and ANC leader 

Nelson Mandela has been 

captured in minutes taken by Dt 

Niel Barnard, director of the 

National Intelligence Service. 

The notes, currently partofa 

dispute between Mr Botha and 

the FW de Klerk administration, 

show how the two leaders laid 

the ground rules for the release 

of the ANC’s Mr Walter Stsult in 

their secret meeting on July 5 

1989. - i 

It was a major step towards 

what later became 2 political 

revolution in-South Africa under 

the De Klerk administration. 

Mr Mandela, who requested 

    

   

              

   

huys on July 5 1989 and was 

jmmediately taken to President 

Botha’s office, 
Dr Barnard’s notes show that 

the two men first inquired about 

each other’s health. Casual dis- 

ciissions about their childhoods 

followed. They then talked about 

the South African War — par- 

ticularly the role of Free State 

the meeting, was taken to Tuyn- ~po! 

President Marthinus Steyn. 

Mr Botha pointed out that 

Angola was a key issue in resolv- 

ing the problems facing south- 

ern Africa, and that a peaceful 

solution to the Angolan problem 

would be to the benefit of Zam- 

bia and Zaire. According to Dr 

Barnard’s minutes, the tWo 

‘way line be opened. 

suggested to Mr Botha that 

efforts should be made for 

better relationships between 

himself and President Kenneth 

Kaunda of Zambia. .~ - 

Mr Botha recalled some of his 

trips to African nations, and said 

that after meeting African 

Jeaders he felt the whole conti- 

nent could benefit from pe‘nce. 

A peaceful ‘Africa could open 

the - doors of op] rtunity for 

many  people, said Mr Botha. 

‘Africa needed peaceful -pro-* 

gress, education, _training, job 

creation and the explojtation of 

its natural riches to the benefit 

all. 4 

Mr Botha said e, had told 

President Kaunda to come to an 

agreement with the Afrikaner 

for the benefit of the'whole of 

southern Africa. There were t00 

many outside . interferences in 

the domestic_affairs of South 

Africa, and a solution to this 

problem ‘would have to be found. ", 

Mr Mandela replied that he ’ 

had a good perception of the sit-' 

uation, and that he had learnt a 

Jot more about the Afrikaner 

inside prison. Ak 
The two men then discussed 

domestic matters. ;. 

Mr « Mandela informed ' Mf 

Botha that he had told the Mini- 

ster of Justice, Mr Kobie Coet- 

See, that although the National 

Party stood for everything he 

opposed, he ‘would like 

Win the forthcoming el 

(September 1989)." 
O Botha observed that prob-' 

lems were there to be solved. Mr 

Mandela agreed, ;although he 

said certain problems might 

become bigger. The hope for a 

solution, howeve! 
vailed. © U 

The president told 

 dela that since he ba 

   

to see it 
cctions,, 

   

          

   

  

    

             
  

  
 



  

    

  
  

  
By MIKE ROBERTSON and EDYTH BULBRING   
  

ment involving the ANC in place by the second 
half of next year. 
Proposals for profound constitutional changes which would have to 

be approved by a referendum are expected to be put on the table at 
the pre-Christmas multi-party talks. 

National Party secretary-general Stoffel van der Merwe 
confirmed this week that a referendum on transitional measures was 
a “serious option” for next year. 

The timetable for negotiations has meanwhile speeded up: 
® The National Party and ANC met at the weekend to plan 

strategies for the approaching preliminary meeting of 22 parties on 
Frida; 

® 'lXus meeting will complete the agenda for the December 20 and 
21 multi-party talks, which will see constitutional negotiations under- 
way. 

.y National Party sources indicated that President FW de Klerk 
would use the first meeting of the multi-party conference to unveil 
far-reaching pro) on interim arrangements. 

@ Ministers told foreign diplomats that they wanted a transitional 
government in place 
soon. 

The referendum envis- 
aged by the NP will poll 

  
     arrangements — some- 

thing which the National 
Party has pledged to do, 
but which the ANC and   the views of all South Afri- . “ranist” 

cans, but will also allow for | Others refect as 'racist’, 
B tagon of votes €ast | ot the dates for the multi- 

This will give the white falke e girategleN 
community an opportunity 
to express its views on the 

THE National Party wants a transitional govern- | 
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Lengthy 
The National Party‘ 

wants the talks to decide 
detailed constitutional 
principles and lock other 
parties into transitional 
arrangements that, while 
sharing power, will also 
achieve co-responsibility. 
It wants these agreements 
put to a referendum so as 
to fulfil its 1989 election 
undertaking. 

It envisages the ‘tran- 
sitional arrangements 
remaining in place for a 
lengthy period, allowing 
for a more studied period 
of constitutional negoti- 
ation. 

The ANC believes the 
all-party talks should 
agree on broad consti- 
tutional principles, Parlia- 
ment should make the 

  

Regarding a referendum 
next year, Dr Van der 
Merwe said: “By this time 
next year we will be three 
years into our mandate. It 
would be a good time to 
test the water.” 

Amended 
He said the party would 

like to have something spe- 
cific to put to voters, but 
that would depend-on pro- 
gress achieved by the 
multi-party talks. 

Anything decided by the 
talks that fitted the 
description “transitional 
arrangements” would be of 
such a far-reaching nature 
that the present consti- 
tution would have to be 
amended, thereby 
necessitating the holding of 
a referendum, he said. 

However, ANC negotiat- 
ing committee member   necessary changes to the 

constitution to bring about 
an interim government 
and that body should over- 
see elections for a constit- 
uent assembly which will 
negotiate a final consti- 
tution. 

It does not foresee an 
interim government 
in place for more than 18 
months. 

Mohammed Valli Moosa 
said that holding a referen- 
dum to test white opinion 
would be unacceptable. 
Any future election would 
have to be on a non-racial 
basis. 

He said the all-party 
ing all congress, representing 

South African political par- 
ties, would have sufficient 

.. TBVC states had been rein- 

P wants referendum soon to approve transitional government 

HARED 
240 NanemBeR 

MONTH 
mandate to change the 
constitution. 
Some ANC officials 

believe that these recom- 
mendations on interim 
arrangements could then 
be legislated by the exis- 
ting parliament. 

Established 
Mr Valli Moosa said 

that, once there was agree- ment on broad consti- 
tutional principles, the 

corporated and transition- 
al arrangements had been 
implemented, constituent- 
g:se'l;le!?éy elections should 

on a nonraci; 4 al 

_ He envisaged these elec- 
tions taking place this time 
next year. 

The agenda for the 22 
participants meeting in the 
garep;rawry talks on Fri- 

'y has meanwhile 
established: s 

The meeting will have to 
reach agreement on: 

“QlJVho will convene the 
multi-party talks. All par- 
ties agree that Mr Justice 
Corbett should be one of 
the chairmen, but Inkatha   is still objecting to former 
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i .goups should be set up to T 
continue the work of the       

        | ter the talks, (11 4 i 
""" The ANC has proposed 
that five working groups ' should be. 

1 ey 0SS 
ous option’ 
i Stitutional principles, 
linterim " government; 

g/! irangements,*a;cos 
tution-making - body, . the 
role of the international 
community and  the re- 

_what the scope of. the 
first 'working committee 
o constitutional principles - 

    

     

The ANC and most of the 

      atriotic Front conference 
fibelieve the committee 

broad principles in'keeping 
with the United Nations 

" Declaration on Apartheid. 
/. The National Party and 

the Democratic Party 
want , the: working com- 
mittee to reach agreement 

- on substantive constitu- 
Al R . tional issues. ' 

5 gt . 

‘i’ Negotiating a compro- 
ies which attended the. mise on this will be crucial 

 brief should be to decide on . 

  

to ‘the process. National 

cated sources have indi- 
that the party would 

be prepared to reconsider 
its opposition to demands 
for an elected constituent 
assembly if the working 
committee was able to 
reach agreement on what 
it regarded as fundamental 
principles of a new consti- 
tution. 
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ational Party member has 
he . possibility of South 

on having two national 
.anthems. i H 

. Dr.Stoffel ‘'van der Merwe, National 
Party secretary-general, made the sug- 

ion this week in the wake of the fu- 
rore over the ditching of South African 
symbols and flags for the Olympic team. 

... For many decadesSouth Africa had had 

   

  

"two natiopal anthems — Die Stem and 

fid%fie@e King, as many South Afri- 
.cans had been attached to one or the 
other, Dr Van der Merwe said. 
.iluy:d«worked in the past and it could * 

vssibi.lity for the future: 
* Dr.Van der Merwe emphasised that his 

a personal view and had not been    W 
| discussed by the government. The gov-' 
ernment belieyed South Africa already 
‘had Die Stem and that was that”. 
{ However, the anthem question would 
have to. be discussed, he said. ‘ 

Liberation: movements have already 
ado) Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrika as. their 

anthem. 
- Dr Van der Merwe said people should 
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not allow their hackles to rise and the 
matter should be dealt with calmly. 

But the debate should not reach the 
point where people felt they had to choose 
between two national anthems and that 
the emergenee of one automatically 
meant the death of the other. 

. Dr Van der Merwe’s intervention fol- 
lows a growing row over the decision by 
the National Olympic Committee of 
South Africa to send the country’s team to 
Barcelona under a neutral flag and 
anthem. 
* Several of Dr van der Merwe’s col- | 
leagues, including National Education |i 
Minister Louis Pienaar, severely criti- || 

“s. cised the decision. I 
The country appears split on the issue. | 
Most whites, polls show, are opE)sed to | 

. They   the scrapping of existing symbol 
also show, however, that most black‘ 
South Africans support the Nocsa deci- 
sion. | 
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