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THE gist of the historic first
conversation between President
PW Botha and ANC leader
Nelson Mandela has been
“captured in minutes taken by Dr
Niel Barnard; director of the
National Intelligence Service.
The notes, currently part of 2
dispute between Mr Botha and
-the FW de Klerk administration,
show how the two leaders laid
the ground rules for the release
of the ANC's Mr Walter Sisulu in
their secret meeting on July 5
1989. - L, :
"It was a major step towards
what later became a political
revolution in-South Africa under
the De Klerk administration.
Mr Mandela, who request

| the meeting, Was taken to Tuyn- " po!

huys on July 5 1989 and was
jmmediately taken to President
Botha’s office. I L :
Dr Barnard's notes show that
the two men first inquired about
each other’s health. Casual dis-
cussions about their childhoods
followed. They then talked about
the South African War — par-
ticularly the role of Free State

President Marthinus Steyn.
Mr Botha pointed out that
Angola was a key issue in resolv-
ing the problems facing south-
ern Africa, and that a peaceful
solution to the Angolan problem
would be to the benefit of Zam-
bia and Zaire. ‘According to Dr
Barnard’s minutes, the two
leaders agreed that it was im-
rtant that the Ben ela rail-
way line be opened. Mr Mandela
suggested to Mr Botha that
efforts should be made for
better relationships between
himself and President Kenneth
Kaunda of Zambia. =~ -

Mr Botha recalled some of his
trips to African nations, and said
that after meeting African
Jeaders he felt the whole conti-
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Mr Botha said he bad told
President Kaunda to come to an
agreement with the Afrikaner
for the benefit of the ‘'whole of
southern Africa. There were too
many outside _ interferences
the domestic affairs of South
Africa, and a solution to this

problem would have to be found. *,
Mr Mandela replied that he
had a good perception of the sit- "
‘uation, and that he had learnf a
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P wants referendum soon to approve transitional government
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By MIKE ROBERTSON and EDYTH BULBRING

THE National Party wants a transitional

govern- |

ment involving the ANC in place by the second

half of next year.

Proposals for profound constitutional changes which would have to
be approved by a referendum are expected to be put on the table at
the pre-Christmas multi-party talks.

National Party secretary-general Stoffel van der Merwe

confirmed this week that a

a “serious option” for next year.
The timetable for negotiations has meanwhile speeded up:
® The National Party and ANC met at the weekend to plan
strategies for the approaching preliminary meeting of 22 parties on

Friday.
.‘T¥li3 meeting will complete the agenda for the December 20 and
21 multi-party talks, which will see constitutional negotiations under-

way.

® National Party sources indicated that President FW de Klerk
would use the first meeting of the multi-party conference to unveil

far-reachi proPosals on interim arrangements.
[ ] Minih:tlegrs told foreign diplomats that they wanted a transitional

government in place
soon.

The referendum envis-
aged by the NP will poll
the views of all South Afri-
cans, but will also allow for
enumeration of votes cast
by whites.

This will give the white
community an opportunity

arrangements — some-
thing which the National
Party has pledged to do,
but which the ANC and
others reject as “racist”.

After the announcement

“of the dates tlgr the ltneultl
talks, the strategies
Sfmﬂe major parties are

now becoming clearer.

to express its views on the

erendum on transitional measures was
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Lengthy

The National Party|
wants the talks to decide
detailed constitutional
principles and lock other
parties into transitional
arrangements that, while
sharing power, will also
achieve co-responsibility.
It wants these agreements
put to a referendum so as
to fulfil its 1989 election
undertaking,

It envisages the -tran-
sitional arrangements
remaining in place for a
lengthy period, allowing

for a more studied period

of constitutional negoti-
ation.
The ANC believes the

. all-party talks should

agree on broad -consti-
tutional principles, Parlia-
ment should make the
necessary changes to the
constitution to bring about
an interim government
and that body should over-
see elections for a constit-
uent assembly which will
negotiate a final consti-
tution.

It does not foresee an
interim government being
in place for more than 18
months,

S}

Regarding a referendum
next year, Dr Van der

’ Merwe said: “By this time

next year we will be three
years into our mandate. It
would be a good time to
test the water.”

Amended

He said the party would
like to have something spe-
cific to put to voters, but
that would depend on pio-
gress achieved by the
multi-party talks.

Anything decidzd by the
talks that fitted the
description “tranmsitional
arrangements” would be of
such a far-reaching nature
that the present consti-
tution would have to be
amended, thereby
necessitating the holding of
a referendum, he said.

However, ANC negotiat-

ing committee member

Mohammed Valli Moosa
said that holding a referen-
dum to test white opinion
would be unacceptable.
Any future election would
have to be on a non-racial
g Tegraiiiog
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tutional principles, the
. TBVC states hadll;eeu i

ties, would have sufficient

mandate to change the
constitution.

Some ANC officials
believe that these recom-
mendations on interim
arrangements could then
be legislated by the exis-
ting parliament,

Established

Mr Valli Moosa said
that, once there was agree-
ment on broad consti-

rein-
corporated and transition-
al arrangements had been
implemented, constituent-
assembly elections should
be _heId on a nonracial
basis.

_ He envisaged these elec-
tions taking place this time
next year,

The agenda for the 22
participants meeting in the
preparatory talks on Fri-
day has meanwhile been
established:

The meeting will have to
reach agreement on:

® Who will convene the
multi-party talks. All par-
ties agree that Mr Justice
Corbett should be one of
the chairmen, but Inkatha

oderator Johan
I:lgglr{nsmand Methodist
Church president Sm
| two ;
g 'ttl:fthe fact that

is is des c
?ﬁléfr nam& were put for

ward by the. National

Pa;t{'ho will chair the
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‘" Negotiating a compro-
mise on this will be crucial
to the process. National
Party sources have indi-
" cated that the party would
be prepared to reconsider
its opposition to demands

L

‘plenary meeting. '/ ' % incorporation of the TVBC " Declaration on Apartheid. for an elected constituent

'@ How 'decisions should ' 'states. = .. . ¢ ' The National Party and assembly if the working
be made at the conference. | : ““Wide differences existas ' the Democratic Party commitfee was able to
. ® Whoshould adminis-: | to what the scope of the  want.the working com- reach agreement on what
ter the talks. | 2078 © first working committee ' mittee to reach agreement . it regarded as fundamental
" The ANC has p ox constitutional principles > on substantive constitu- principles of a new consti-
that five working, groups ' should be. ,.% ‘i . ' tional issues. ¢ . tution. ;
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