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LONDON — Three men appesred In a

‘top security court yesterday accused

of plotting with others to kidnap high-
ranking members of the African Nal-
lonal Congress’ (ANC) mission here.

The Anti-Terrorist Squad, In charge
of the case, alleged that Lhe conspfr-
acy was planned belween October 1,
1086 and July 10 thils year and was lo
have been sprung in central London,

In a statement, the ANC mission ex-

pressed “grave concern” for the “wel-

‘fare and safety of our members” and
: sought police protection.

- The -, misslon’'s, members also

claimed that there had béen a recent

| “alarming inclden!" Involving the

wife of a senior member which had
raised suspicions thal “something se-
rlous was underway."

Armed officers guarded Lambelth
courl as the three men, who had been
held for five days under Britain's Pre-
venlion of Terrorism Act, made a sur-
prise seven minule appeprance.

Mr Frank Lynge Larsen, 53 de-
scribed as a psychologist, his son, Mr
John Terence Larsen, 27, a compuler
lechnician, both believed to be Zim-
babweans who lravelled frequently to
South Africa, and Mr John Richard
Wheatley, 28, who is Brilish, had noth-

-ing lo say as they were remanded in
cuslody for a week.

The men wore prison uniforms.

They stood silently as the prosecu-
lor, Mr Michael Bippy said Mr Frank

. Larsen had ®een In possession of

forged police warrants when arresled.

Searches of an abode he and his son
used in Aldershot, Hampshire, and Mr
Wheatley's abode in Guildford, Sur-
rey, uncovered a list of ANC members’

bogus passports and olher forged
Identily documents.

Mr Hippy sald when Inlerviewed by

. detectives, Mr John Larsen sald he
-was unaware of the documents, but he

was ‘“‘golng along with the kidnap

: plan.”

"was nol established for certain If the

Because of Lhe forged documents, it
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Larsens were Zimbabwean.

Mr Bippy'said It had not yet been
eslablished If the ANC names on the

found list were the kidnap largels:.
lle objected Lo ball on the grounds

of pglice fears that the men might In-
lerfere with the witnesses.

llq' said the case would take some
lime/ to prepare because there was
0 pages of documentation to be
read, exlensive further inquiries and
scienlific invesligations to be made.”

One of the men, underslood to be Mr

‘Frank Larsen, was arrested in central

London recently in what Anti-Terror-
Ist Squad sources describe as an “un-
relaled incident” although it Is under-
stootr a surveillance operation had
beenunderway.

Anli-Terrorist Squa« senior officers
then, look charge ol the case and
raided the addresses in Guildford and
Aldershot, arresting Mr John Larsen
and Mr Whealley, who is understood
to have had associations with privale

detectives. _
‘Scotland Yard is regarding the case

as exlremely grave and nol as a crank,
the police sources said.

Acprding lo sources, Lthe kidnap was
lo have been almed at the head of the
ANC| misslon, Mr Solly Smith, and

F ];i(f’ ttin g _;

others including tlhe ANC's execulive -

membper, Mr Francis Melley.

Anl ANC official said: “We have

reason lo believe the main largel was
Mr Splly Smith. Jusl days befare Lthese

‘arresls lhere was an lnciderrt which

lerrified his wife and sel off the

ala;;r.
"We obviously suspecl a South Afrl-

can Plol, it was Mr P. W. Botha who .

sald
we were, even in London.”

The mission's premises were par-
lially destroyed by a bomb blasl in the
mid-1970's and the bomber wasmever
found. ;

Five years ago a former Zimbab-

wean pllol and a London pelly thief

were. jalled for robbing the ANC and
Swapo offices at the Instigation of a
South African Embassy official, who
was qrdered to leave Britain.

he would strike at us wherever |
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