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572—93
Men accuse .
t0ukidnapwkN
LONDON -— Three men appeared In I

’top security court yesterda accused
of plotttng with others to III nap hIgh-
ranking members of the AfrIcan Nat-
Ional Congress' (ANC) mIssIon here.
The Antt-TerrorIIt Squad, In char e

of the case, alleged that the conspfr-
Icy was pIInned between October I,
1986 and July 19 thIs year and was to
have been sprung In central London.

In a staternent. the ANC mIsston ex!
pressed "grave concern“ for the “wel-

lt‘nre and_ safety of our members" and
geough‘t polI'ee protectIon.
lg» The'q-finisslon's . , .mernbers IIso
clatmed that there had been I recent

I"IIarmIng Incldent" Involving the
wife of I senlor member which had
raIsed suspIcIons that "something se-
rIous was underway."

Armed officers guarded Lambeth
court as the three men, who had been
held for five days under Britaln's Pre-
vention of Terrorism Act. made I sur~
prise seven mInute appearance.
Mr Frank Lynge Larsen. 53. de-

scribed as a psychologist. hIs son. Mr
John Terence Larsen, 27. I computer
technician. both believed to be Zim-
babweans who travelled frequently to
South Africa. and Mr John Richard
Wheatley. 28. who is British, had noth-
-Ing to say as they were remInded In
custody for a week.

The men wore prison uniforms.
'Ehey stood silently as the prosecu-

tor, Mr Mlchael Bip y said Mr Frank
n possession of

forged police warrants when arrested.
Searches of an abode he and his son

used in Aldershot. Hampshire. and Mr
Wheatley's abode in Guildford, Sur-
rey, uncovered a list of ANC members'
bogus passports and other forged
Identitydocuments.

Mr Dippy said when Intervlewed by
detectives, Mr John Larsen saId he
-was unaware of the documents, but he
was "goIng Ilong wIth the kidnap.

.- plan."

‘was not esthIIshed for certain If the

 

Because of the forged documents. It
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' ' ’2- cials
Lars ns were ZImbIbweIn.
Mn BiEpy'Iald It had not yet been

estI IIs ed If the ANC names on the
foun IIst were the Home targets;
He objected to ball on the grounds

of nglce fears that the men might In-
terl’ Ire with the wItnesses.
He salt] the case would tIIre some I

tIrne, to prepare because there was T
"200? pIges of documentatlon to be
reId, extensive further InquIrIes and
sclenllfle‘tnvestlgatlons to be made." '.
One of the men, understood to be Mr

 

~Franjk Larsen. was arrested In central
London recentl'y In what AntI-Terrorg
lst Squad sources describe as In,°'un-
relIt d IncIdent" although It Is under-
stoo I surveIllance operation had
been underway.
An l-TerrorIst Squad aenlor officers

then; took charge of the case and
raided the addresses In Guildford and
Alde shot. arresting Mr John Larsen
and r WhentIey, who Is understood
to h ve had Issoelations with private
dete tIves. _
‘Sc tland Yard Is regardlng the case

as exjtremely grave and not Is I crank,
the ppIIce sources said.
Aeprding to sources. the kidnap was .

to h ve been IImefI It the hurt ofthe '
ANC. mlssIon. Mr Solly Smith, and
othe 5 Including the ANC's executive '
mem er.Mr Francis Melley. '

An ANC ot’flcIal said: “We have
reas n to believe the maIn target was
Mr S Ily Smlth. Just days'bet’ore these
‘arre Is there was In Incident whleh
terrified his wife and ~zset off the
alaw.

" p obvioust suspect a South AM-
can Plot, It was Mr P. W. Botha who :
sald lhe would strlke at us wherever
we wFre, even in London."

The mIssIon's premIses were por-
liaIIy destroyed by I bomb blast In the
mId-1970's and the bomber wasmever
found. '
Flue years ago I former Zimbab-

wean pIIot and I London petty thief
werejatled l’or robbing the ANC and
Swapo offices It the Instigntion of I
South African Embassy official, who
was ordered to leave BrItIln.

  

   

      

   

    

 


