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REG ON REPQRT - | TALY

Qur mssion to Italy started in the late seventies. | am
9Wto be posted to this

country. There are no menbers of our organisation that
know of in this country, except for one student who

studi es about three hundred kilometres from Rone and
soneone called Govin Reddy who is a journalist.

Qur organi sation has no office of its own, we conduct our
operations froma little corner inside the offices of a
sympat hesi ¢ non-gover nnental organi sati on oal |l ed(9l ES.

Thi s NGO was responsible for the Decenmber 1985 visit to
Italy of our SOVAFCO students. This mission is staffed
solely by the Chief Representative.

1. In April 1385 | assuned duties. Conrade Thanmi Sindelo
before his departure introduced me to the Communi st Party
of Italy, conrade Soncini of Reggio Emlia; to two trade
unions CAL and ClISL respectively and to the NGO Ml i sv.
These organi sations give nonthly contributions towards our
rent and transport costs.

2. MOLISV has had a long relationship with us and has for
several years been engaged in ANC projects. In Reggio Emlia,
conrade Soncini through the National Committee has spear..
headed support progranmes. ?rom nent anong these was the
sendi ng of twoxshipl oads of solidarity goods to our conrades_
v

in the Wst and to East Africa. Mention is al so nade of
support we once received from factory wyggggg_i g#Mdgeng, | who
donat ed woodwor ki ng machni nery for Star Fufhitupeijgam
following up this contact.
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This m ssion has no records of past projects; whatever-was
done in the past was apparently handled directly between
the particular donor and our National Treasury. However,

we are presently in the process of reorganising ourselves.
Thus far we have had three neetings at the United Nations
(Eggg_gng_gggi ggi t ggej ggggggggg&ngoget hem wi t h four NGOs
who have expressed interest in understaking projects with
the ANC

FUND RAI SI NG

Italy has a population of fiftysiX mllion people and is

a nulti-party country. There are no records in this office
of past fund raising activities that were taken here on our
behal f. In this connection through the recently created
Nati onal Coordi nating Comrittee agai nst Apartheid, we have
enbarked on a nation w de canpaign. Qur objective is to
consoi entise the local public into supporting our just
struggle politically and materially.

Fi nanci al support in this country is very difficult to
obt ai n. Busi ness houses because of comercial |inks or other
ties to South Africa are reluctant to support us.

CIES has currently launched a subscription canpaign for
SOMAFCi jrospects for its success are bright. In addition
to appealing at rallies | have al so been speaking to’
church groups and recently been given by a Protestant group
a cheque for one mllion lire for our Winens’ Eggii onnnw
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Public interest in the South African quuBtion continues to
grow here in Italy. Local trade unions, NGO s, Catholic

and Protestant church organisation are willing to fund
projects for us but are less enthtsiastic when it cones to
; maki ng cash contributions. Together with the friends |I have
2 just nentioned we are in the process of devising ways of
fund raising apart from project undertakings. Needless to
say, the Iltalian lire is not a strong currency, It is
strictly controlled and is not negoti atabl e outside the
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the E.E. Cv countries.

In conclusion, our nmssion will at the forthcom ng Fund

Rai si ng Wor kshop gi ve a conprehensive report. In the nmean-
time, we are seriously addressing ourselves to the President’s
call of January 8, and are conscious that for our struggle

to nove we need nobney. W are gearing ourselves to go out

and find it or perish in the effort.



