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Leon still on the war path °

Alan Fine

Cape Editor

CAPE TOWN — It appears unlikel
that Democratic Alllance (DA) ]:zm'ii
er Tony Leon softened his stance at
the meeting with his deputy Marthi-
nus van Schalkwyk yesterday, alter
weeks of tension and outright con-
flict between them,

The meeting came hours before
former Cape Town mayor Peter
Marais applled to the Cape Town
High Court to review and set aside a
decislon by the DA's national man-
agement Committee (NMC) re-
questing him to resign as mayor and
terminating his party membership.
Thecasewill be heard on Friday,

Officials on both sides o¥ the
Democralic Party (DP)/New Nation-
al Party (NNP) divide drew a vell of
secrecy over yesterday's meeting,
which took place at Van Schalk-
wyk's request.

However, a source within the DA
sald It wauld probably not be cor-
rect to come to the conclusion that
It had been a “kiss-and-make-up"
session between the two.

It Is therefore llkely that Van
Schalkwyk and his colleagues are

>

now considering conditions laid
down by Leon as a precondition for
the survival of the alliance,

It Is unlikely that the threat of
dIsL:PIinary actlon against Van
5 k has been withdrawn. In
terms o Hasitlnns taken previously
by DA ofiicials loyal to Leon, disci-
plinary action would. become pos-
sible only if Van Schalkwyk and the
NNP refuse to meet what Leon and
his loyal followers see as the terms
of the original alllance agreement.

This would include shutting
down all NNP structures, Including
Van Schalkwyk's separate office.
Leon’s allles Insist that this needs to
be done so that Van Schalkwyk can
no longer use these structures to
mobilise his allles In the NNP
against Leon's leadership and au-
thority Inthe DA,

Despite his strong backing of
Marais over the last few weeks, Van
Schalkwyk's position |s weakened
by the NNP's weak electoral posi-
tion outside the Western Cape, and
its perilous financial situation illus-
trated by the debt lorgiveness ar-
rangement with Absa,

n a statement last night, Marals
said that the grounds for his appli-

catlon were that he was not treated
fairly and that he was not given an
opportunity to properly prepare
himself for the case before the man-
agement committee.

“When my removal from office
and expulsion from the DA could
not be achieved through the Heath
enquiry and the Rules Portiolio
Committee of the City Council, Mr
Tony Leon steam rolled a motion for
my resignation and e;pMsiun from
the DA through the National Map-
agement Committee,” Marals said.

“In the result the NMC could not
properly have considered the mat-
ter, and its decisions were therefore
wholly Irrational,.unreasonable and
unjustifiable,” . »

Marals sald he had also asked
the court for interim protection —
that the “unlawful” actions of the :
committee be suspended until the |
decisions sought to be set aside
were reviewed by the court. ;

“This entire costly exercise was
really unnecessary. All | asked the
NMC was to e?h.re meachanceto pre-
pare my delence. Unfortunately It
denled me this right, It left me with
no alternative but to approach the
court,” he sald. With Sapa.
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ap still haunts SA
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