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QUOTE FROM PRESIDENT TAMBO:

San ct io ns are not to be^seen as a way of reforming a p a r ­
theid, nor merely as a gesture of disapproval. Sanctions 
are a weapon that the int ern at ional community can and 
must use against the racist regime' EM- a weapon that can 
w ea ke n Pr et o r i a ' s  capacity to m a i n t a i n  its aggressive 
posture. San ction s are a way of cutting  off support for 
racist South Africa and denying the regime the means 
thr ough which it can sustain and perpetuate itself.
EM S a n c t i o n s  will not and cannot be e x p e c t e d  in themselves 
to bring down the apartheid system. '"fhey are not an a l t e r ­
native to struggle by the South Af ri can and Nam ibian p e o ­
ple, but an important complement to it. The effect of sanc­
tions, pr op e r l y  implemented, will be to limit the scope, 
scale and du ration of the war that is now raging in 
S o u t h e r n  Africa. -Unless the inter n a t i o n a l  communit y can 
do this, the reperc uss ions of the conflict will almost ce r­
tainly engulf us all ...
EMSince the opposition to san ctions is based upon a d e t e r ­
m i n a t i o n  to preserve the a p a rtheid  system, we must ex­
pect that every device will be used to make sanctions in­
effective. After all, it was Br it ai n who asked the UN to 
impose sanctions on the rebel Smith and who was one 
of the chief offenders in bre a c h i n g  oil sanctions EM- so there 
is a lot of experience thefe. But we should not be d e t e r ­
red. Let us remember that if it is ine vitable that sanctions 
won't work and are ineffective, there would have been 
no need to cast vetoes; why flog a dead horse? The veto 
was used p r ecis el y because sanctions can be made e f f e c ­
tive and can have an impact ...
E M A p a r t h e i d 's collabor at ors must be made to realise that 
they cannot defend racists and claim to be non-racist. They 
cannot support aparth eid and preach freedom. They c a n ­
not exploi t cheap labour in South Africa  and continue to 
trade with Africa and the N o n - A l i g n e d  countries ... So
I make this :£#*FWL appeal to all those who support the li b e r a ­
tion struggle:. Put these choices before the collaborators.
They must be forced to choose be tw ee n links with apa r ­
theid and relations with the m a j o r i t y  of the internat ional 
community, 'between links with apa rt he id and links with 
Africa. C o l l a b o r a t i o n  must be made unprofitab le , and it 
will c e a s e .
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A War in Europe, among the colonial powers, 
where the winner took the colonial possession 
of the loser*

Thus Britain took over the Cape in 1795 "because.

Today the tensions are ideological - a conflict, not in colonial interests, 
but of socio-economic systems; the tensions in Europe are about ideas 
and their practical expression. These ideas cannot be confined within 
territorial boundaries.

No colonies but ''spheres of interest", "spheres of influence" is now the 
basis for actual or potential conflict# To some extent, the idea of a 
country having a sphere of interest of influence beyond its borders 
has a colonial conotation, especially because, where it relates to other 
sovereign states, it does not imply any reciprocity* Sao Tcme e Principe 
is not expected to regard Italy as its sphere of interest or influence.

It then ceases to be a sphere - whether of influence or interest.
Botswana is not a sphere. Equally, she has no right, she does not 
want, she is hardly expected, to tell the people of, say, the US, that they 
are her sphere of influnce of of interest. The notion of spheres is 
strictly colonial.

Southern Africa is a zone of interest for the whole of humanity, including 
the people of Southern Africa.

He have taken the problems of this aone to every quarters of the globe - 
to every government, directly or indirectly, as a matter that affects 
human and international relations and man's struggle for a stable, 

peaceful world*



The problems of Southern Africa cannot be solved in the interests of 
particular country or group of countries within or outside Africa.

In our long association with the Governments and leading 
personalities in Europe, we have been gratified by concrete, 
practical support for our struggle. But on no occasion have we 
heard it said that the decision to take some supportive act was 
guided by national interests rather than to support a just cause 
and help put an end to a system that was an outrage to the 
conscience of humankind*

International or regional problems will remain unresolved under a
tt-S ■

doctrine which places us (?) interests above all else* For, such 
a doctrine is incompatible with objectivity, has no respect for 
reality and has accommodation only for surrender*



Behaving exactly like Nazi Germany - a heavy Jackboot in South Africa 
and Namibia; total militarisation of South Africa, and aggression against 
neighbouring countries - ostensibly to slaughter "terrorists" but in 
reality, to demonstrate the regime's non-recognition non-acceptance of 
the country's independence and sovereignty, and that it has the 
capacity to overrun and take over the country*



PRESIDENT TAMBO 
CALLS FOR SANCTIONS

AFRICAN
NATIONAL
CONGRESS
PRESIDENT
OLIVER TAMBO
CALLS FOR
SANCTIONS

'Sanctions are not to be seen as a way of reforming apartheid, nor merely as a 
gesture of disapproval. Sanctions are a weapon that the international community 
can and must use against the racist regime — a weapon that can weaken Pretoria's 
capacity to maintain its aggressive posture. Sanctions are a way of cutting off 
support for racist South Africa and denying the regime the means through which it 
can sustain and perpetuate itself.

Sanctions will not and cannot be expected in themselves to bring down the 
apartheid system. They are not an alternative to struggle by the South African and 
Namibian people, but an important complement to it. The effect of sanctions, 
properly implemented, will be to limit the scope, scale and duration of the war that 
is now raging in Southern Africa. Unless the international community can do this, 
the repercussions o f the conflict will almost certainly engulf us all ...

Since the opposition to sanctions is based upon a determination to preserve the 
apartheid system, we must expect that every device will be used to make sanctions 
ineffective. After all, it was Britain who asked the UN to impose sanctions on the 
rebel Smith and who was one o f the chief offenders in breaching oil sanctions — so 
there is a lot of experience there. But we should not be deterred. Let us remember 
that if it is inevitable that sanctions won't work and are ineffective, there would 
have been no need to cast vetoes; why flog a dead horse? The veto was used 
precisely because sanctions can be made effective and can have an impact ...

Apartheid's collaborators must be made to realise that they cannot defend racists 
and claim to be non-racist. They cannot support apartheid and preach freedom. 
They cannot exploit cheap labour in South Africa and continue to trade with Africa 
and the Non-Aligned countries .. . So I make this final appeal to all those who 
support the liberation struggle: Put these choices before the collaborators. They 
must be forced to choose between links with apartheid and relations with the 
majority o f the international community, between links with apartheid and links with 
Africa. Collaboration must be made unprofitable, and it will cease .'
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