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This is an article tramthe furthcam ng (July) edition of Muyibuye. The

ANC is releasing it early in this formas an itemof interest in the

present political climte. (22 June 1992)
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Frnm Bource: w thin government circles and the ANC55 Intelligence

Depart ment. MAYI BUYE has unearthed a chilling two-prmmged plan of the NP

regime for the transition.

Qperation Thunderatmrm and Operatiun Springbok. Thege are the ofticia

nmanmas of the reqinmeis two-pronged strategy to thwart denocracy. Wirkad nut

to deal with the nost-February 1?9Q oceriad. the final aimis to force the

ANC into an entrenched coalition with. at least. the NP

Qperatinn Springbok i5 conplex. but sinply stated. it aims to prevent the

ANC frumtorm hg a government an its own. Normally thia wauld not be

aimstar. It wauld he 4air cnnpetitinm where a party strives ta attain

nmaxi mum advantage in a demacratic di spensation.

The di 44arence in thia Case is the existence 0% Operati on Thunderstorm A5

its name suggentt. this operation seeks to devastate the country in 1t5

hPWake. It is meant to weak havoc in order to force the ANC to accept

hOner ati oh Spri ngbnkn

Describing the core nf Operation Thunderstorm a seniar nfficial 96 the

ANC I ntelligence Departnment says: "Every plan and action. particularly on

the que$tion of violence. is ainmed at weakening the ANC so that it is

eventually torced into a constitutional coalitiun. At the heart of the

plan is the NP goal ta be the main partner in a future QDVEFhnmEH .

crmtralling all levers of power. particularly the armv. police and

intelligence." The process of change. acaording to NP cal cul ati ons, should

he control |l ed. cantained and regul ated by the governnent. This is with the

understanding that the status quo. with limted adjugtnents. would remain

i ntact and protected.

Dwnewat i ah Thundergtormis designed to weaken the ANC physically through

vi ol ence and create a climte of uncertainty. The unbanning of the ANC and

the releaae of its |eaders wauld then aopear. in the eyes cf blacks in

particular. as the cause at their terrible suffering. Actording to the

pl an. when the NP #inally forces the ANCinto a coalition. the peanle

wrul d only be ten happy ta see an and to the violence even if their

aoci nhpolitical conditions are not addressed.

munmm .

Abdul S. Mnty P.O Box 2 Lindebarg Gaard, N-1007 OSLO, Norway - Tel: 4 72- 30 13 45 - Fax

. 472- 303381

# . E
23/06 '92 12:25 347 2 303381 WORLD CAMPAIGN , a; C, 00. _ 121 _0&3__
[




n
23/06 '92 12:26 | E4A7 2 303381 WORLD CAMPAI GN e . 004

FORCES BEH ND THUNDERSTORM

M

The whol e upirotion to pilot Thunderstormwas | eft in the hands of the
Departrment at MIlitnrv Intelligence (DM). The National Intelligence
Service (NIB) was infornmed about the operation but does not carry out any
ground operations. Sources that have been in contact with the oovornment
on security matters allege that it is prepared to discuss nost arnms of the
South African Defence Force. but presently it will not brook any

di scussions on the DM.

The nost astonishing factor is that NIB. 4 body responsible for donestic
and Foreign intelligence. has apparently not tabled a report on its

findi ngs about the causes 0$ the violence and the highly unstable
conditions in the country.

"There is no way that NIS can sav that it hes not investigated the highly
vol atile situation. Neither can it cook up a runort that exonerate: the
DM . the police and the army. N18 is conposed of supposedly intelligent
peopl e who know that they could never put together a plausible story about
he present situation without burning their fingers in the process. Their

i mpl e solution has "been to present no report." says one intelligence
17151 der 1

But a report was presented to the State President concerning the role of
the security forces in the violence. according to one MAYI BUYE source. It
contained NI S's assessnment of the allegatione that the security forces
wer e behind the violence. The report was never nade public.

ELEMENTS OF THUNDERSTURM

h__ & t
The main strategy of Operation Thunderstormis to unleash viol ence using
secret networks of the DM and the "tormer" Security Branch of the SAP
This is backed by intensive anti-ANC propaganda invol ving:

X Blam ng the ANC and particularly Urhhonto we Sizwe for the

viol ence. This would al so include a deliberate canpai on of character
assassi nation directed agai nst sel ected ANC | eaders.

3PK Forehting divisions within the ANC and the alliance by trying to

i solate the South African Comruni st Party and saucel |l ed radi cal ANC

el enents. especially the Youth League. On the other hand. efforts would
be made to portray the regime’s response to violence positiVely. For this
purpose. the South African Broadcasting Corporation and the reginels
network in the printed nedia would stand it in good stead. In this way.
the hi gh-hahded actions of the SAP and SADF as well as their |ack of
resolve in deeling with ooponents of the AND accused of violent crines
woul d receive as little criticismas possible.

O her measures envisaged as the plan matures are:

t gelective arrests of cadres of the RNC and its allies: and

X possible restriction of newsnapehs highly critical of the

gover nnent .

|

The (irst and nost inportant phase at Operation Thunderstorm has | ong been
in operation. This is reflected partly in the support given to activities
of organisations |ike Inketha. Another aspect is the erm ng and depl oynent
of crimnal gangs, agent provocateurs. Askeris. Renanmeq Koevoet and
others. The aimis to unleash random viol ence in black areas in order to
di ssuade people fromopenly supporting the ANC. For this purpose. both hit
squads and armed bands from hostels are used.
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BEEFI NG UP THE ARSENRL
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The reqi mu’' n plans hgve been adJulted fromtine tn tine to neet new
reelitieu. The general: behind these plans are said te be eerieuslv
concerned with: ’

X canpai gns of mass action:

t the eupese 1h acne newspapers:

1 failure to substantially weaken the AND: and

t the creation Of viable selfudefence structures in some conmmunities.

As a result. a nunber of these general: and sanme senior NP | eaders tind
the tenptatiOn to resort to nore repression difficult to resist. The
reCent call-up and De Klerk’s threat to declare a state of enerqgehcy
reflect this tendency.

hat is alea alarmng are the Bill: that the NP has rushed through
erliement. The Hill which will allnwthe reginme to tap tel ephones and
violate privacy is directed primarily at the ANC and its allies. "Recent
exposures of its activities and plans by newspaper: have gent shock wave:
about the intelligence capacity of the eppoeitian. The regine new ains to
neutralise and deetabiliee this threat."” say: an intelligence source.

Rel ated to thie are 81119 an "direct end indirect intimdation". SADF
conscription, detention witheut trial and sabcalled private arnies. Can Fw
de Klerk credibly claimnot to know? No One outside the highest gevernneht
circles seens to be privy te what the N19 repnrt subnmitted to the State
Presi dent contai ns.

But even it NIS chose to fudge the issues. the reality 19 that Qperation
Thundereterm in its sheer scale. funding and political objective
(Operation Springbok). could not inmaginebly be conducted without at |east
the tacit involvenent and knawl edge of the head of state.

How Operati on Thunder st or m wor ks

rapeweti on Thunderstormains to rent the idea of "blackeonwbl ack vi ol ence"
in lecal and international public epinion

Rendnm ehnoti nge. which appear not to be linked to any political rivalry.
formpart 04 this strategy. To contuee matters ferther. the profeseione
hit-Squads are provided with arns 0% Sovi et origin. weapons previously
aesociated with the AND. The train and vigil nmessaCree and. nore recently.
the murder of 18 people on the eve of June 15 are an exanple. Al the
murders were random and the police were quick to let that fact sink in

04 the structures used in Qperation Thunderstorm remants O the COB and
ot hers are eupposed to act "independently". They al so operate within

| nkat ha Freedem Party. Then there are Battalions 31 and 32 (mainly Angel an
nmercenaries), Reece 5 (mainly hoznnbi cane). Keevoet (Nam hiens) and Reece
3 (farmer Rhodeei ans).

Trai ning and eupport for elements within Inkatha and crimnal gangs is
crucial fer the operation. |Inkethagate and other revel ati ons about the
cm | aboretion of DM. COB. Inkathe and the KwaZulu Police in the Mhuze
training canp and other activities in the Eastern and Western Transvaa
are only the tip 04 the iceberg, says a security operative. Tani wars in
the Western Cape. Transvaal and other areas also formpart 04 this

strat egy.
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Hal t el e used as berrncku

In the PNV. huetel e such as Mt rhl dphe. Al exandra, Mnidal a. Nnhl ezene,
Jeppe. Denver and Thokoza are used ae barracks and training centres. They
al so eat ne place: 94 retreat 4dr #orces that have attacked townshi ps.
Wth otticiel uehctien. nmany forner occupant! of hoetels have been driven
out ta be replaced by people who are oberativee of Operation’ Thunderstorm
A nunber of Judge: and human rights gruupe have protested at the rel ease
of ucoman crimnals" lung beiare their jail term expire. Sources within
the security eatebliehnment say the reasen is not difficult to find: nmany
of them have been recruited ta take part in the violence. The operation
elemreliea heavily an infiltrating agent: into AND structures. "The
amaunt e of noney and ot her perks. including cnre. prem sed sonme of the
agents have been regularly increased."” says an AND security operative.
Dependi ng on the location of an agent, their brief. include the gathering
at general intelligence and uphratianel information of i mediate use in
the violence as well as provocative actions ainmed at discrediting the ANC
A special and very small DM unit has been assigned to operate within and
antral the activities of the extreme right-wi ng. "Because at the
unreliability of same elements in the rightewi ng. the selection and
recruitment Of persons to pilnt the right-w ng canpaign of terror |hd
intimdation is considered as primary." says an AND eeniar intelligence
aftieer. "By keeping sone right-wi ng arnmed groups operational and their
activities regulated, the regine weuld be able to force the ANC to accept
the inevitability of a coalition with the NP."

Opspoor en Uitw syf

The Nnmrthern Transvaal Plan

Ae part at Thunderstorm a special plan #or the Northern Transvaal has
been worked out. One hf its central themes is "Dpspoor en uitwis van
vyandel i he strukture" CTracking dawn and elimnating enemy structures). It
is esSentielly beeed en the approach bf the Joint Management System

The plan invol ves exam ning the governnentis own fereee in this area and
sel ecting individuale ta be given specific | eadership tasks.

.19 unit is to be - car- has been - created to nobilise the forcee necessary
te carry out the plan. Propaganda is at the centre of the strategy, and it
i nclude; controlling nedia reports to discredit "radical" organi sations.
The plan Ains to influence the pbpulati Oh as foll ows:

# Infiltratiun Of "enemy structures” to help elimnate them Specia
targets will be the ANC. "radical" church | eaderu. trade unionists.

wnr kere’ utructures in factories. etc.

# Play the "Cherteriste" (ANC) egeinet the Bl ack Cuneci euenese

groupi nge and tnment ethnic tensions.

x Select certain coloured and Indian | eaders fromall |evele ef

soci ety - business. religion. education. sports and medlci ne - and
cunvince themthat the aovernnent is right and realistic and that their
tuture lies with the NP

X Create a climate in which pru-NP farce: 1n Lehowa and Bazankul u can
Operate freely.

MAY! BUYE enur Cee are unable to enplain why this particular regi on has been
singled Qut. "W can only surm se that the strength of the extrene
right-wing mght have led to its eelectiun as a pilot area." says an
intelligence analyet. "However, the plan is applicable in any part of the
country."

End



