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AIDID AHEAD IN ROUND

TWO

By Horace Awori

NATRORBI, Oct 30 (IPS) - The UJ.N. s decision to switch
[rom pcace enforcement o peace keeping is likely
totrigger atresh round of conflictbetween Somalia’s
warlords in which Gen. Mohammed Farah Aidid
slands Lo win. He alrcady has manaved Lo dely Lhe
welght of the lJ.N. peace entorcement mission, and
force an American decision to pull out of the strife-
lorn counlry by Lthe end of March.

ITe has now fired the firstsalvoin the new phase
of the conflict. After a two week lull in fighting
fulluwin" a cease-fire with U.N. and U.S. [orces, an
(ct. "'peace march’’ by Aidid's arch rival and
Self-sfg led interim president Ali Mahdi Mohammed
inlo his southern hall of the cily was shol up by
Aldid’'s militiamen. l.ast year's anarchic faction
fighting between the two warlords led to Somalia s
[amincand inlernabonal military intervention. 1This
time, after Al Mahdiignored appeals by the lJ.N. not
to goahead with themarch, the peace keepers stood
back and walched.

WOMEN’'S NETWORKS TO GO

BEYOND OFFICIAL RHETORIC
AT BEIJING

UNITED NATIONS, OcL. 30 (IPS) - Powerful women's
ncelworks in both industrialised and developinye
countries are set to place gender issues firmly on
the policy agvenda al the 1995 lourlth World
Conlerence on Women. Bul rather than "olflicial™
feminist rhetoric -- which has to date been the
exclusive provincee of slates and burcaucracices --
new sbra LCUi(_“-: muslinclude men, womenand youlhs
at the grass-roots level, said representatives of
women's advocacy groups here,

“We have Lo use our brains on how Lo reach
people, bearing in mind that the majority of women
al Lthe grass-rools cannol read and write."” said
lancania s Gertrude Mongella, Sceerclary-Genceral
of the U/.N.-sponsored conference. Mongella made

(contimued on page 4)
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Aidid’'s Somali National Alliance (SNA)
spokesman 1n Nairobi accused Secretary-General
Boulros Boulros-Chali of insugaling the ensuiny
lwo days of fighlung, which killed 17 people. ""We
want the world at large to know that Monday s
clashes were insuvaled by none other than Dr.
Boulros-Ghali uncl thal Ali Mul diwas simply usced as
a willing tool, " TTussein Dimbil said.

Bul while the SNA accuse the United Nations ol
allecmplung o marginalise Aidid, his opponcenls
claim that Washington 1s willing to accommodart
lhe Ceneral as the only credible force 1n Somalia
Onc of the 15 lacuons in Lthe war-scarred counlry
the Somali Patriotic Movement(5SPM) based in south
caslern Somalia, has described the American
wilhdrawal as a plol ""lo imposc Lhe leadership ol
general Aidid and his sub-clan on the people of
Somalia,”

SPM scerelary [or inlernational allairs, Hassan
Omer [lorrl, told IPS that south-eastern Jubaland
could sccede Lo avold Aldid lerrorist Opera 1ONS
and destruction in theregion . The SPM spokesman
singled out former .5, ambassador to Somalia
Robert Oakley, as the main culpril, Oakley, current
.5 Speciallnvoy, negontiated the release this month
of the .S, pilot and Nigerian soldier captured by
Aidid s l"nllrm cers in theworst batde infour months
of contlict Oct. 4, in which I5 U.§. troops and one
Malaysian died.

The SPM, along wilth All Mahdi, wanls Oakley
recalled and a peace and reconciliation conference

L

forallthefactions --without Aidid -- held in Somalia
The Uniled Nalions, which has sullered the dea ‘ ol
over 7() peacekeepers since June, has supporfed

(continued on page 2)
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Lthal line. However, Washinglon [avours a regional
initinlive led by Ethiopian president Meles Zenawi
involving a full faction conference including Aidid
-- Lhe most powerful of Somalia’s warlords,

Itwould build on the mecline in March in Ethiopia
which called for disarmament under a two-year
lransitional governmenl drawn [rom f[aclion
represenlatives, “"What | sce is the beginning of
taking up positions and shifting alliances as the
inevitable election of the head of the wransilional
governmoenleomes up,’ said former Somali diplomat
here, Ali ITassan Dualeh.

““IThe batle lines are being redrawn and Al
Mahdi has been busy [orgine alliances with the 11
other factions that are opposed to Aidid |, said
Dualch. Bulaccording Lo Aidid’'s spokesman Dimbil,
“in lerms of Lerritory (Aidid) cannol be ignored in
any discussions or efforts for a peaceful settlement
and Lthe creation of a ransitional government [or
Somalia’’,

ITe pointed out that Aidid was the driving force
behind the overthrow of the 21-year diclalorship of
Siad Barre in January 1991, the last ume there was
unity of purpose among Somalia’s factions. "'many
of the (current) so called movements and [izhling
forces are merely names on paper and had no
fighting forces whatsoever.

He argued thal they could nol expect the same
lrealmentas those who bore the bruntol thelighlng.
Aidid has also used the international media to
convey an imave of a reasonable politician rather a
hunted [ugilive with a price on his head.

On the diplomatic front, he is now repeating a
laclic he used when the American-led mntervenlion
firstLarrived in Somalia last December, of praising
the role of the 1J.S. While lambasting the United
Nalions, a [ormer Somali universily leclurer in
internalional relatons Hassan Ogle says Lhal whal
happensin Somalia nowwill depend on the regional
leaders.

"l believe that if the U.S. throws ils weighl
behind Aidid, and there are signs this may be
happening, the regional peace miliative may well
back the strongman’’. Ethiopian president Zenawi
has good relations with Washington and is anxious
lo end the instability of his castern neighbour, ®

UKRAINE SEEKS GLOBAL
FUND TO DISMANTLE

NUCLEAR ARMS

UNITED NATIONS, Oct 29 (IPS) - Ukraine has urged
the Uniled Nauons Lo sel up an inlernational fund
for nuclear disarmament. A country which has
inherited some of the deadliest weapons from the
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Soviel Uniton, Ukraine says 1l urgenly needs [unds
lo help destroy ils nuclear arms,

UUkraine's Ambassador Victor Batiouk told the
U.N. Commitlee on Disarmament and Inlernational
Scecurily last week that his counlry had no nuclear
ambitions. But due to ""historic circumstances and
Lthe breakup of the SovietUnion, Ukraine had nuclear
weapons deployed on its territory,”’ he said, “"We
are ready...to completely disentangle the knot of
nuclear problems which has tuehUy gripped our
newly independent state,”

U/kraine became "'a major nuclear power’ by
accident, when it inherited aboul 1,900 nuclear
warhecads and their delivery syslems al the break-
up of the Soviet Union in Dec. 1991, Batiouk says
Ukraine proposces a fund that would [inance a
provramme [or climinaling stralevic ollensive
weapons while enabling donor states to exercise
cffceclive [inancial control over Lhe
provided.

I somebody expected to watch the free show
of a Ukrainian nuclear strip lease, by now he mighlt
be disappointed,” he added. "Bul, on the olher
hand, if somebody waould like to help us in getting
rid ol nuclear weapons wilhoul endangering our
securily, he is most welcome,” said Baliouk.

last month the United States agreed to provide
aboul $175 million Lo Ukraine o help dismante ils
nuclear weapons. Visiling U.S. Sccerelary of Stale
Warren Christopher also announced an additional
$155 million in cconomic aid Lo Ukraine making a
lotal of $330 million. And last Oclober Ukrainian
President l.eonid Kravchuk told newsreporters that
Ukraine mivhl keep ils 46 modern, longrange §5-24
missiles by only deaclivaling Ltheir coding syslems,

But Christopher lastweek insisted that all of the
missiles should be dismanted, along wilh
unspecified older nucelear weapons in the country's
arsenal. Since the breakup of the Saoviet Union, the
US and Ukraine had [for lone been stalemated on the
queslionol dismantine nuclearweapons., Kravchuk
has promised Christopher that two treaties linked
lo Lthe dismanUing of the weapons would be
submitied Lo the Ukrainian parliament{or ralilicalion
in November.

The lwo lrecatues are the Trealy on the Reduction
and Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms (START)
and the nuclear Non-Prohteration Treaty. But there
have been reporls oul of Kiev thal many members
of the Ukraine parlinomentwanl Lo keep Lthe nuclear
weapons rfor two reasons: either outof nationalistic
pricdce or lears ol a militarily resurgenl Russia,

Batiouk told U.N.dclegates thal ncither the
government nor the people ofllkraine had taken part
in lthe decisions concerningy the producuon and
deploymentol nuclear weaponsonils lerrilory., Ukraine
had paid for the ambitions of the Soviet leadership
wilh ils ownwell-being, he said. His counlry's nalional
cconomy was such that it could not afford 1o destroy
the nuclear weapons deployed onits territory. L
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FIFTY SIX SCIENTIFIC

ACADEMIES URGE ACTION
ON POPULATION

WASHINGTON, OclL 29 (IPS) - Represenlalives of 56
national scientific academies issued a statement
this week urging action by the international
communily Lo “"helpachieve zeropopulaionegrowlh
within the lifetime ar our children . The statement
followed an unprecedented four-day scientific
summil held in New Delhi Lo explore in deltail the
complex and inter-related issues of population
growth, resource consumption, socioeconomic
development, and environmenltal proleclion.

"Theworld is in the midst of an unprecedented
expansion of human numbers, "says the scientists’
slalement [Lwarned Lthal the currenl population of
h.0 billion people could double over the next 50
yvears. Such growth could strain much of the earth s
nalural resource base close Lo breaking poinl,
according to the scientists.

They stressed that the degree to which
policymakers can help curb population growlth
“will have enormous implications for the human
condition and for the natural environmenton which
all life depends.” 'Scientisls loday have the
opportunity and responsibility to mounta concerted
effort to confront our human predicament. But
science and lechnology can only provide Lools and
blueprints for action and social change, the
statement said.

“ILis thevovernmenland internalional decision-
makers, including those meeting in Cairo next
September at the International Conference on
Populalon and Development (1CPD), who hold the
key to the future,”’” the scientists stressed. They
said the statement was prepared as the scientists’
inpul Lo the Cairo Conlerence,

The New Delhi meeting grew out of two earlier
meetings, onein 1992 of the [J.5. National Academy

of Sciences and the Royal Sociely of London, and
the other aninternational conference organised by
the Roval Swedish Academy of Sciences. Those
meoeclines produced slatlemenls ol deep concern
over the imphcations of rapidly expanding world
population.

lThe New Delhi statement was issuced by
representatives from the scientific academies from
most of the world's industrialised nations, including
thoscinkastern Europeand some of the new republics
of the former Soviet Union. Also sighing were |9
national academies from Third World nations. The
slalementealls [orgovernments Losceriously consider

population issues and take action on a number of
fronts. They need to devise strategies to reduce and

climinale gender-based incqualities, say the scienUsls.
Such inequities are reflected in the inability of
women to take control of the their own fertility.
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lhey also must do more Lo provide convenienl
family planning scrvices and other reproduclive
health services with a wide variety of safe
conlraceplive nplinn' irrespeclive ol an
individual' s ability lopay’'. Ilnaddilion, sovernmenls
should encourage voluntary approaches to family
planninyg.

"We urece (vovernmenls and inlernalional
decision-makers) to take incisive action now and to
adopl an inlegraled policy on population and
suslainable development on a global scale,”’ the
statement concludes. " "With each year s delay the
problems become more acule.” Science a
lechnoloey can help solve many global problems,
said Rruce Alberts, the 1J.S. National Acad %T'm‘ Of
Sciences president, who atlended the meceli

Amonyg Lhose endorsing Lhe sla I_a,’m.'iii Werc
academies from Asia, China, India, Nepal, |
and Lthe Philippines, Academices [rom the Americas,
Bolivia, Braczil, Colombia, Cuba, Mcexico, and
Venezuela also endorsed the document, as did the
Caribbean Academy of Sciences, 'rom Alrica and
Lthe Middle Easl, endorsers included Chana, Kenya,
(/ganda, Nigeria, l'gypt, Iran, Israeland Jordan =

Malaysia

WORLD BANK SAYS YES, BUT

NEPAL CANNOT AFFORD NEW
DAM

hy Binod Bhattarvail
KATHMANDU, OCT 27 (IPS) - Opposition lo a hugc
hydroelectric dam, the Arun [I1, 1s growing in Nepal
wilh crilics insisling the counlry cannol allord the
World-Bank [unded projecl. ""We are nol saying no,

Justthat we cannot afford itnow. We don t have the

cupahjlity lo build and manage a projecl of Lhal

scale, 'says Bikas Pandey of Alllance for fn—dr gy (AT).

a uuup campaigning against pig | 1|
"Acceplung a bad project now is worse than nol

having a project, headds. Pandeyis a micro-hyde

g dams |

engineer. The 68-metre high dam on the Arun river
in Nepal's casl is expecled o generate 210 mw of
electricity. [twillcostawhopping 720milhion doliars

which is roughly as much as Nepal's annual budget
I_hi::- v Car,

Activists assert the project 15 an unbearable

burden on Nepal's cash-strapped economy. The

Himalayan nation is onc¢ ol the world's pooresl.
Pandey s group has been urging f'Irm-*“a and top
World Bank officials Lo change their decision. Arun
11, is probably the [irst World Bank-lfunded scheme
that is being opposed for financial and not

cnvironmenltal reasons,
T'he World Bank is pressing the sovernment Lo
raise power tariffsin Nepal, but AT says the rates are
(continued on page 4)
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already the highestin South Asia. "We can'tpay for
thal kind of electricity,”” according o Pandey.
Though an estimated 90 percent of Nepal's 8.5
million people mostofwhom liveinvillages, donot
have access Lo clectricily, Arun 1 1s expecled Lo
service the Kathmandu valley, |120-kms away.
However, this does nol seem Lo bother the
villagers living around the dam site in Sankhuasabha
district. They want dam planners to redeem their
pledee of construcung roads linking the remole
mountain hamlets with Kathmandu, Land has already
been acquired from the villagers, butinan attempt to
cul cosls Lthe original 200-km road thalwas promisced
was scaled down considerably carly this year.
"We want a road whatever it may cost,’” says a

11-1-93 0:20am . Z20F°3
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local ruling party politician, Gopal Raj Pahadi. " We
will nolgel electricily or the jobs, All we are saying
is build the accessroad in such away thatit benefits
alargerpopulation. Damplanners propose to hack
a 117-km road oul of the mountains Lo the Arun
river. [Telicopters will be used to airhiftconstruction
malerial as the road must be compleled in three
vears if Lhe construction deadline is Lo be kepl.
“"We need a guarantee that the old road will be
builtor elsewe have Lo be assured of money Lo build
smaller link-roads beflore the construction begins,”
says Pahadi. But Arun I1T's project chief Janak l.al
Karmacharya Lold a delezalion ofsome 50 people
from Sankhuasabhadistrictrecently that Vilis beyond
my authorily W guarantee thal (road).” E

WOMEN'S NETWORKS TO GO BEYOND
OFFICIAL RHETORIC AT BEIJING

(continued from front cover)

herremarks carlier this weekalaninformal meelnyg
orrganiscd by lnler Press Scervice (1PS) wilh the
cooperation of the Danish International
Developmenl Azency (DANIDA).

The Ocl. 25-26 meeling broughl logether more
than 45 participants from the United Nations, non-
governmenlal organizations (NCOs), inlernational
developmenlt agencies and media nelworks in an
attempt to draw up an information and
communicalions stralegy for the conference, ' The
l'ourth World Conference on Women: Acuon lor
IFquality, Development and Peace,” is slated for
Sepl. 4-15, 1995 in Beijing, China.. The conlerence
is expecled Lo adopl a platform [or acltion’ thal
identifies keyissues blocking the political, economic
and social advancement of the majorily of the
world’'s women,

In, addition, it will review and appraise the
slalus of women since the 1985 adoplon of the
‘Nairobi l'orward-looking Strategies [or Lhe
Advancement of Women to the Year 2000. The
‘Stralegies' provide a framework [or aclion al the
nalional, reeional and international levels Lo
promote greater equality and opportunities for
women. Parlicipanls al the two-day meceling agreced
Ltha LNCOs and the media were vilal communicalors
for reaching groups that exist in areas missed by
development projects and women's NCOs,

And they said that the advancemenl of women
could not take place in the absence of -- or lack of
access Lo --accurale and umely information. 1o this
cnd, they swressed thal bolth NCOs  and media
organisations should focus onreminding women of
their consUlubional and legalrights, as well, as their
righls under international reaties and convenlions
ratified by their countries.

Inaddilion, participantsal the meceting proposced
a  slraleey of informaluon-sharing and
communication between the lUnited Nations, NGQOs

and the media. They said that UU.N. Information
Cenlres (UNICs) , the women s conlerence secrelarial
ancd the Departmenl of Public Information (DPI)
shouldreadily make available relevantand accurate
dala LONGOs for disseminalional the local, natonal
and reeional levels,

In return, NGO representatives at the meeting
sald thal the Unitled Nauons should use more NCO-
documenled informaton and be more acceessible Lo
journalists and media organisations. Other proposals
by Lthe group included greater awarceness aboul the
informalion nceds of poor urban and rural
communities inaddition to the needs of marginalised
sroups like the idliterate, disabled and elderly.

And they urged the conference secrelarial Lo
organise events around women-related issues on
which the media would [ocus allention --like violence
avainstwomen. Thegroupalso proposed theidea ol
using slogans -- like “"Whereare the Women? ' -- and
lthe passine of a lorch as symbols of women's
solidarily al evenls and other UN. -sponsored
conferences leading up to Beijing.

Dr. Roberlo Savio, Sccerelary-General of the
Sociely for Inlerrnational Development (S1D) told
the meeting that parhhamentarians had animportant
conlribution lo makcaltupcoming U.N, conlerences,
including the Sepl. '94 Inlernational Conference on
Population and Development, the Mar. 95 World
Summil on Social Development, and the Sepl. 95
World Conlerence on Women.

ITe said that parliamentarians from both the
Norlth and the South were vital in shaping the [uture
world ncelwork of mmlerdependent, multilateral
economic and development institutions as they
reflected the needs and demands of people
cverywhere, Savio lold the group that a scries ol
parliamentarian meetings would take place in Brasiha,
Capclown, Kuala Lumpur, Bonn and Washinglon
prior lo the Women's Conference. He said Lhal al
these meetings, parliamentarians would push to

cnsurce thatinternatonal instilubions be made more
accountable, less Llechnoceratlic, and governed by
truly democratic principles. #®
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NEWSBRIEFS...

CHINA'S INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS MUST PASS indigenous and cheap source of encergy, and help o
ENVIRONMENTAL TESTS protectthefragileecosysteminthe Sahelzone. I'xperts
[rom lhe German Agency [or Technical Cooperalion
BELJIING, Ocl 29 (IPS) - Stung by criucism Lhal ils (C1Z4) will join hands wilh their local counlerparls in
breakneck economic growth is causing irreparable extracting non-edible ‘curcas oil’ onacommercial scale
ccological damage, China has called [or Ughler [rom physic-nul rees (Jatropha curcas),
cnvironmenlalimpaclassessments belore granling lhisisadrought-resistanl shrub-like ree found in
loans for new industrial projects in the country. abundance in Mal and belonging to the family of the
Beijing's recommendalions are conlained in a Fuphorbiaceace, making ila close relalive of thecaslor-
circular relcased lastwecek, based on cuidelines sel oil planl Because of ils medicinal properlues, itis used
by the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank locally to treatseveral ailments. In some areas, soap
(AsDB) ongranling loans Lo industrics, according Lo s also made [rom ils oil-rich sceds..

Lthe oflicial China Daily.
An official of the National I'nvironmental

Proleclion Agcency (NEPA) acknowledgzed Lhal GA ELECTS FIVE NON-PERMANENT MEMBERS OF
slapdashindustrial developmentin China has made SECURITY COUNCIL
people " jump at lnans, disregarding the possible
impacl ol projects on lhe local environmenl'', UNITED NATIONS, Ocl 29 (I1PS) The Ceneral Assemld _11?
"Because of the poor upbringing of Chinese in I'riday clecled Argenlina, lxmlmm Oman, the Czech
many areas, some tend to view things myopically, republic and Nigeria to serve as non- IJHTTH-'“-*IIT
thinking morce of cconomic gains, he said, bul moembers of the Securily Council during 1994-
refused Lo say how many projects had been [hese countries will upluu Morocco, Japan,
sanctioned and later found to be polluting their Verde, llungary and Venezuela, whose mandate as
surroundings., non-permanent Council members expires December
The circular admitled the nature-friendliness 31,
of new projects seldom goes beyond the project GGuinea Bissau, one of the African Group s
reporl, Oflen, information on possible ccological candidales, withdrew aller three rounds of voling in
hazards is loned down or even wilhheld. "Projecls which Nigeria also parucipaled. Belarus, one ol the
which devastate the environment now justify their lastern luropean candidates, lost to the (zech
(loan) granl applications through a small parl ol republic in the second round of volng...

Ltheir projectwhich is environmentally [riendly, it
says. "'For instance, cement works and chemical

planls which causce massive amounls of waler SPANISH FISHERMEN DEMAND EC EAN ON HUGE
pollution will play up their plans o real sewage,” DRIFT NETS
The circular was released on the eve of aworkshop
here Lthis week, allended by representatives [rom MADRID, OcL29(1PS) - Spanishlishermen demanded
the UN. Development Programme (UNDP), Lo discuss the European Communily (EC) I'riday Lo completely
Beijing's blueprint for "long-term development prohibit the use of floating nets in commercial
and cnovironmenlal prolection...” [ishing, olherwise they have threalened o slage
violenl prolest demonstlralions.,
According to theleading representatives of some
GERMAN AGENCY HELPS TO CREATE CLEAN 10 lishing ¢ ‘Jl clves, fhu._ indiscriminale usce of
ENERGY FROM A TREE [loaling ncls 1n the Medilerrancan Sea and the
Atlantic (OOcean is exhausting marine resources and
BONN, OcL29(IPS)-A German developmenlagency lcaving Lhousands ol Tamilies who dilional
will launcha pilolprojectin Mali Lo help develop an {ishing methods withoul a [ulure
| Published Monday through Lriday by lmex PI £55 Cﬂfl\l"t‘* NCWS AZCney 2

! IPS news agencey provides a daily news wire service lrom and Lo more than 100 co urelna::; for more Lhan
1,000 media dl’ld olher clientsinl 2 languages. IPSalsogoes lospecialised audiences including diplomals,

; and the APC e-mail network which reaches cver | 5,000 non-governmental organisations (NGOs) world-

wide, The agency provides special coverage of developmentissues and closcely [ollows the work ol the

U.N. and its specialised agencies,
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