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SA VE THE UPI NGTON 14

APARTHEI D REG ME TO HANG UPI NGTON 14

NFRI DAYMAY26TH 1989f ourt een Sout h

Africans were sentenced to hang at the

end of a trial which had lasted three

years, one of the |argestgroups of people
sentenced to death at any one tine. On the next
day they were taken directly to Pretoria
Central Prison and Death Row.

THEYJO NED OVER 60 other politica

activists already under sentence of death.
Since the nationwi de State of Energency

was declared in June 1986 the apartheid

regi me has executed at |east 23 politica
activists for their alleged invol venent in
ttoffencesh relating to opposition to

apart hei d.

The 14 sentenced to hang represent a

cross section of the conmunity in the

Upi ngt on townshi p of Paball el o,

reportedly the nost deprived African
township in South Africa. It is situated in
the renote North West of the conntry,

near the Nami bi an border.

Among the 14 is a domestic servant in her

|ate 50’s, Evelina de Bruin, nother of 10
children, the youngest of whomis 12; also

her husband, G deon Madl ongol wane, a

railway worker with 36 years of service

O hers include a boxer; a school teacher;

a mal e nurse working in the N anibian

capital of Wndhoek; a | abourer; and the

former treasurer of Paballelo Town

Counci | .

Convicted ofkilling a policenan on the

not ori ous basis of tcommon 1311113056,, the

14, fromthe northern Cape town of

Upi ngton, were anpbng a total of 26 who

stood trial. O the 26, twenty-flve were

found guilty of nurder, with the 26th

being found guilty of attenpted nurder.

Those not receiving the death penalty

were given sentences ranging fromsix to

ei ght years inprisonnent or comunity

service orders.

THE UPI NGTON 14 Kenneth Khumal o - Zuko Xabendlim - Tros Gubal a - Zonga
Mokgat | e -Davi d Lekkanyane - Albert Tywilz' 'Xolile Yona -
Myner CGudl ani ' Boyj aphta Justice Bekebeke - Wl lington
Masi za . G deon Madl ongol wane - Andrew Lekhanyane -
Evel i na de Bruin



COURTS | MPCSE APARTHEI D RULE

THE TRI AL ARCSE fromthe death of a
policeman in 1985 at the height of the
political unrest that swept across South
Africa. The events occurred in the

Upi ngt on township of Paballelo after the
security forces broke up a neeting with
tear gas. The mass neeting was held to

di scuss conmunity grievahces including
rent increases.

Tear gas had never been fired in Paballelo
before, and the neeting pani cked and
scattered believing |ive amunition was
being fired. Part of the crowd then

gat hered outside the hone of a bl ack
nmuni ci pal policeman. Only days before, a
pregnant woman had been shot dead by a
nmuni ci pal policeman in the township

The policenman opened fire on the crowd,
severely wounding a child. He then ran
fromthe house into the crowd firing his
gun into the air. Enraged by his action, the
crowmd attacked him confiscating his gun
and hitting himtw ce over the head with
it. He died in the attack

ALMOST ALL OF THCOSE sentenced to death
were convicted on the basis of iconmon
pur posei The judge denmed that by
throwi ng stones at the hone of the
nmuni ci pal policeman and chanti ng

out side his house, they could be

consi dered to share a comon pur pose

Wth those directly responsible for the
deat h.

This legal ruling has been applied in the
trial of the Sharpeville Six and in other
subsequent cases. It has been discredited
by the international [egal community as
one of the many abuses of the | egal system
in operation in South Africa. A system
where the courts are used as part of the
machi nery for inposing apartheid rule.

AT THE BEGQ NNI NG OFJULY 1989

application for |eave to appeal by the 25
agai nst their convictions, and by the 14
agai nst their death sentences, was turned
down by the trial court judge. The trialists
then petitioned the ChiefJustice for |eave
to appeal. On Septenber 8th 1989 the

Chi ef Justice granted | eave to appea

agai nst conviction for 23 of the 25 trialists
and | eave for all to appeal against
sentenci ng. Al though granted | eave to
appeal, the 14 remain on Death Row in
Pretoria Central Prison.

AMPAI GNI NG CAN, AND DOCES,

SAVE LI VES. National and

i ntemati onal pressure

was crucial in saving the lives

of the Sharpeville Six, and in

1989 six trade unionists were

saved fromthe rope ajier

successful canpaigns.

NO APARTHEI D EXECUTI ONS



ACTNOW T 0 SAVE 17H? UPI NGTON 14

THE BRI TI SH GOVERNMENT HAVE refused to intervene in the case of the

Upi ngton 14 despite stating that they are "concernedtt over the case. In the case of the
Sharpeville Six, the British governnent intervened i mediately after sen tencing, but
theyhave ruled outacting simlarily in the Upington trial until the |egal process has

run its full course.

This position is not acceptable and we rmust Work to change it. W can, and nust, all act
to save the lives of the Upington trialists. Listed below are some of the actions that yo
u

can take to stop these judicial nurders:

10 Witeto 2. Wite to

Rt. Hon. John Maior MP The State President

Foreign Secretary Union Buil dings

Forei gn and Commonwealth Office Pretoria 0001

King Charles Street South Africa

London SW. A 2AH

Letters should condemm the decision to execute the

Letters should ask the British Government to Upington 14 and call for on end to the use o
f the

i ntervene i mediately, and not to waittill the end of death penalty in all political tria
s in South Africa.

the judicial process, to save the lives of the Upington

14; and to call on the South African governnent to

cease executing its political opponents.

4 0 Wite to the Upington 14

3. Wite toyour VP andMEP For details of letter witing, contact SATIS

Draw the case to their attention and ask themto Phetoria Central Prison

raise the matter with the Foreign Ofice; in their Private Bag X45

respective parlianments; and wherever they have on Pretoria 901

South Africa

opportunity to do so.

5. ContactSATIS 6

For further information on the Upington 14 and the ' Canpazgnfor all on Death Row
canpaign to save all political prisoners on Death Encourage your |ocal Anti-Apartheid gro
up, church

Row. Materials include posters, stickers, and or trade union to take up the case of the U
pi ngt on

canpai gn cards. triolists, and all prisoners on Death Row.

7. Join the Anti-Apartheid Myvenent

Tick the appropriate box Individuals E11 O pa El Joint nenbership (2 people living at the
sanme address) E1 3

Concessi onary (students, unwaged, pensioners) E650

| encl ose a cheque/ PO (payable to AAM for E __ (menbership) and h ___ (donati on)

or Debit ny Access/Visa Card No.

Expiry Date & Signature

Nanme (pl ease print)

Addr ess

Post code_ _

Return to SATIS (Southern Africa The Inprisoned Society) 1°

c/o Anti-Apartheid Movenent. 13 Mandela St. London N\ ODW 01 387 7966 k



v magi strates courts were crowded with

hm yr nedpat i cendayas MWW

ly in conmedian with allegations)! high treason. Cat-

side the building. Casspir armoured vehicles waited to
ktw. 40 (lo va-ng)

whi sk of f the 14 accused and police sharpshooters, arm
ed with high-powered rifles and shotguns, perched on

the rooftop. More than 70 people - including severa

prom nent trade unionists and UDF personalities - pack-
ed the court and waited for nmore than two hours for the
Mto appear. A security policeman filmed the crowd in.
side and outside the courtroom Metal detectors were set
up at the entrances to the court buil ding and peopl e’ s bags
wer e searched.

At Ham the accused’'s attorney, Ms Priscilla Jana,

told the supporters that the trial had been noved to a new
courtroomand famlies and friends rushed upstairs to
foll ow the proceedings. M | Mbhanmed SC. defending,

said court procedure at the previous hearing was a radica
departure from SA | egal tradition. The previ ous hearing
was held in canmera, and the accused, at the suggestion

of the prosecutor, renmmined in the cells. The order was
nmade wi t hout hearing the accused or their |egal represen-
tatives on the desirability of such an order,’ he said. M
Mahoned told the court an unfortunate statenent was

made on the previous occasion, suggesting Ms Jana. who
def ended, was unco-operative. |It is now combpn cause
that Ms Jana behaved properl y and the best traditon of
the | egal professsion as an officer of court,’” he said
The accused. who have not pl eaded, waved and greeted
their famlies as they Filed to the cells below. They were
remanded until April |I. M 11 du Toit prosecuted. M

| Mohanmed, SC, assisted by M M Miiler, SC, instructed
by Ms P Jana, defended. The accused are M Sipho
Stanl ey Ngwenya, 33. of Orlando Wests M Joseph

Boi tumel o Leepile, 26. of Tladi. M Justice Mafa Ngi di
30, of Alexandra, M Jabu Marines Ngabese, 23, of

Manel odi . M Xol ani Nduna, 33. of Daveyton, M

Zanenvul a Mapel a, 24, of Daveyton. M Mathlare

Lesot ho, 26, of Olando. M Mathews D nme Kekane

27. of Jabavu, M Kingsley Stephen Sithole, 28. of Ol an-
do. M Janes Dubase. 25. of Jabavu. M Jongunei

Sisulu, 26. of Olando. M Happy Mhefa, 20, of

Endeni, M David Matsose, 24, and M Joseph Mi a.

25. Of Tladi Rand Daily Ml 1.3.85

Wi SA suffered a sudden chil

this weekend following a flurry of tough exchanges over
the recent arrests of UDF officials on treason charges
US Secretary of State George Schultz issued a state-

ment which said: | W urge both the SA governnent as

well as those in opposition to it to | ook beyond shon-
sighted actions and tactical postures and to take
courageous steps to break the stalemate that has for too
| ong i npeded communi cati on and negotiation In

response, Foreign M nister Pik Botha yesterday issued

a statenent saying it was a pity the US governnent was
under a mi sapprehensi on concerning the treason arrests
because they were nade on the orders of an Attorney-
CGeneral following a police investigation and the people

i nvol ved were to be tried in ternms of a judicial process
conparable to that found in all civilised countries ... Nor
had the arrests been nade because the people invol ved
were nmenbers of the UDF, but because an Attorney-

General had considered they should be prosecuted because
of their individual activities ...Sunday Tribune 3.3.85
Escal ati ng: of Trenton Charges
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facing charges of treason. Last year there were five
treason trials. leading to |3 convictions. The nunber ot



current treason trials is pan of a general rise in the nunber
of political trials, largely as a result of the unrest and
rel ated events | ast year. Last year there were an average
of two political trials conpleted each week. totalling | 04.
According to a Detainees Parents’ Support Conmmittee

(DPSC) spokesman, |ast year’'s total will be exceeded
within the first four nmonths of this years The nunber of
trials already conpleted this year and due to be conpl eted
by the end of April will exceed 104. The figures conld

be even higher. Wth only two nonths of 1985 havng

passed. there are already nore than three tines nore peo
pl e facing treason charges as there were in the whole of

| ast year Rand Daily Miil 4.3.85

337 Serving Sentences

A total of 337 people were serving sentences for Crines
agai nst the security of the state. the Mnister of Justice.
M Kobi e Coetzee. said. In a witten reply to a question
by Ms Helen Suzman (PFP, Houghton), he said 3|4

were bl acks, |6 whites. six col oureds and one Asian.
Citizen 5.3.



Rel eases .

Er nfi ngnpher and medi a worker. M Cal ym

Prakasim was rel eased by the security police "after live
nonths in detention without trial. He was detgned after
his offices were satched. Rand Daily Mil 15.3.85

Seven UDFWit hdu- M n’ we
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CGeorge police have arrested seven people, including a
nunber of UDF office bearers . . today. Anmong those

held are two UDF secretariesRand Daily Mil 22.3.85
Police investigate 104 UCT Students

More than 100 University of Cape Town students are

i nvolved in police investigations of an allegedly illega
gat hering on the canmpus | ast Novenber. D scussions are
under way between police and UCT authorities on how

the students can be brought to court. if necessary, without
a repetition of the recent pre-dawn raid in which |
students were arrested. Police liaison officer Capt Jan
Calitz confirnmed today that police were investigating
possi bl e charges agai nst 104 UCT students follow ng a
denonstratnon on university property above Rhodes Drive
agai nst the detention of Nusas president Kate Philip

" Argus 19.3.85
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