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THE DECLARATI ON

OF THE GERVAN SOCI ETY ' RADI O BRI DGE OVERSEAS

The cultures of the peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin America constitute part of
the wealth of mankind. As a result of colonialismand underdevel opnment nany of
them are endangered in the? very existence. It is, therefore, of universal inte-
rest that they continue and devel op

Cultural and political developnent is an integral conponent for the peopl es of
Africa, Asia and Latin Anerica to create conditions of |ife under which their citi-
zens can live confortably and sel f-determ ned.

HI .

Wthout such a process it will not be possible for the industrialized world to
sustai n peaceful and reasonable life conditions as we". Therefore, the cultura

and materi al weU being of the peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin America is in the

i nterest of the European peopl es.

[ V.

Considering the fact that today mllions of people fromAfrica, Asia and Latin
Amrerica do formalready part of the European society it is of utnost inportance

to inmpart know edge about cultures and conditions in the? countries of origin

This will, at the same tinme, contribute to a peaceful togetherness and to a socia
behavi our which are determ ned by tol erance, openness and healthy curiosity.

V.

The chances for cultural activities, social and political engagenent of the peoples
in Africa, Asia and Latin Anmerica are prejudiced e.g. by limted naterial ressour-
ces, lack of conmunication and interaction in their countries. They are also limt-
ed by the overwhel m ng presence of industrialized powers. The situation is wor-
sened by little readiness of the people in the industrialized world to receive
cultural and politcal nessages of people in the South.

A/

The society intends to help to reduce these deficiencies by establishing a radio-
network. At the sane tine, it intends to develop a quality of radio-progranmme

that will be determ ned by a conscious, critical and participative interaction bet-
ween |isteners and producers.

Brenmen, 15.12.1991




RADKHRI DGE OVERSEAS | NFO 1

OPEN EARS FOR THI RD UORLD UQ CES

Cultures and ideas of the South are going to get lost on the one-wey-roed from
the North. It is argued that this trend could be reversed by getting hold of
avai | abl e frequencies in Europe to set up a privately owed non-profit redio-or-
gani sation which runs its own network of freelance correspondents and witers

in Africa, Asia and Latin America. Views of the South would be reported perme-
nently to a wi de audi ence in Europe which is nmore and nore deprived of a

chance to understand needs and aspirations of two thirds of mankind. The radio
programme with a focus on culture, politics, econony, ecology, hunan rights and
Sout h-Nort h-rel ati ons woul d be financed by voluntary contributions of e wi de
range of individuals - organized in a supportive network of private societies
wor | dwi de -, by other non-governnental organisations and - later on, when ope-
rational - by setting up of a marketing-centre for commercial sale of programe
productions in other nedie-formats (print-magazins / books / records etc).

THE SOCI ETY ' RADI O BRI DGE OVERSEAS"

Initiative has been taken by a group of Germans who di scussed the proposed
project in depth and founded a society called "RAD O BRI DGE- OVERSEAS" in Bre-
men / Germany on 15 Decenber 1991. Its task will be to establish and operate
the organi sational structure of en innrcontinental radio-network, to negotiate
wi t h donor - agenci es and sponsors and to nobilize private initiatives of support
in North and South. The Gernman society will be responsible for international co-
ordination of affiliated societies (branches) on all continents which wish to co-
operate. It is intended to create a supporting network of such private initiatives
wor | dwi de whi ch mi ght operate on the base of a common constitution. Al inquir-
ies should be directed to:

" RADI O BROCKE OBERSEE e. V."

Merssel 65

D- 2820 Brenen 77

Federal Regublic of Germany

THE GERMAN CENTRE

Negoti ati ons are under way to have the co-or’dinating, adm nistrative and pro-
duction centre based in the German state of Bremen. Other |ocations on the ter-
ritory of the European Comunity may be considered. The privately organi zed
non-profit radio-station will be the European centre of the envi saged worl dwi de
radi o- product i on- net wor k.

FREQUENCI ES / COVMMUNI CATI ON

It is intended to apply for radio-frequencies in Germany and | ater on in other-
countries of the EEC. At the same tinme experts are |ooking into possibilities of
getting access to an European audi ence using other technical neans (e.g. cable /
satellite / programme packages for existing radio-stetions etc.).
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Considering the anbition to offer for the first time a daily radi o programe
(starting in Germany) which |inks Europe with 3 continents it seens advisable to
use nost nodern communi cation systens offered for exanple by "I NVARSAT", a
London based satellite-service operating since 1982. Snall and nobile earth sta-
tions allow interference-free data-, fax- and voice-transnission. 4 nobile units
and pernmanent hire of satellite-channels could constitute the co-ordinated
"heart-beat" between the continents. Such mobile units would, furthernore, pro-
vi de an opportunity to nmove fromtime to time the Southern centres to other |o-
cations on their continents. It is suggested to approach national and multination-
al conmpanies with the aimto get essential comunication-hardwere and studi o-
equi prent donated. Organisations |ike the European Comunity and agenci es of

the United Nations which have aid-programres of such nature will be approach-

ed as well. If necessary, efforts had to be limted, during the ffst phase, to
ol d-fashi oned tel ephone- and tel ef ax- oomruni cati on, whereby high qualitiy rec-
ords had to be air nail ed.

THE CENTRES | N AFRICA, ASI A S LATIN AMERI CA

It is suggested to station the Southern centres in Harare / Zi nbabwe, Kual a
Lunpur / Mal aysia and Santa Ana / Costa Rica. The initiator of this project is
wor ki ng in Zinbabwe since 7 years and has already established an information
network. Harare is, at the same tinme, Africa s base of the "Inter Press Service"
(IPS) with which the project intends to co-operate closely. Kuala Lunpur repre-
sents a place where 3 inportant Asian communities are living together: Mlays /
Chinese / Indians. This allows direct access to traditional and nodern cul tura
expressions of a wide variety. Furthernore, the centre would offer an advanwd
conmuni cati on technology. In Santa Ana international radio training and produc-
tion activities are already existing, partly sponsored e.9. by UNI CEF. Every
centre will be equipped with efficient studio and comrunication facilities. An
experi enced broadcaster on the spot will be tasked to co-ordinate a continenta
freel ancer network and the daily and | ong term progranme production. He al so
liaises with national radio stations for a possible programresexchange. Training
of freelancers and procurement of recordi ng- and conmuni cati on-equi prent for
them nust be consi dered.

THE PROGRAMVE

Daily transm ssion may cover 6 hours, 3 hours will be dedicated to reports,

anal yses and debate of North-South-relations as they can be observed in Eu-

rope. Most of these progranmes will be staged live in front of a public audience.
A special format will be live performances of cultural events and |ive presenta-
tion of investigations by their authors to be debated with the audience. It is
further intended to present works of literature - such as dramas - and nusic in
live-transm ssions. Activities and initiatives of individuals and NGO s concerni ng

Nort h-South-interaction will be covered as a pernmanent conponent of the pro-
gramme. The situation of wonmen and children will receive special and continuous
attention. A forumfor exchange of ideas will be initiated. The 3 centres in Af-
rica, Asia and Latin America will occupy daily one hour each. Their contributions
wi Il be discussed during weekly editorial comunication with the centre in Eu-
rope.

M
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It is intended to open daily at least for 30 minutes a live-link with each centre
for current affaires itens using a magazine format which will contain pre-pro-
duced topics and |ive-oontributions of the relevant freel ancer network. This in-
cludes a daily news bulletin and a press review. Correspondents are requested

to report about regional and international events fromtheir point of view They
have, however, to bear in nmind who the recipients of their messages are and,
therefore, have to concentrate on rel evant and professionally produced back-
ground information. They should also reflect on North-South-relations and shoul d
of fer expl anati ons why devel opnents and ideas nay be differently viewed. It is

i ntended to set up a conputerized nmail -box-network which can be used for fast
conmuni cati on and for sending of scripts witten in the relevant working | an-
guage. This asks for a high degree of discipline and reliability on the part of
the freelancers. Scripts for the daily magazine will be translated and produced
in German (and |l ater on in other European | anguages) as a permanent task of

the Southern centres. A technical systemfor delivery and use of sound-nateria

will be worked out. Mediumand long termplanning will allow adaptions of nore
el aborated cultural and political programes - such as dramas and features - in
t he European centre. Such programmes will be the main supply fromthe 3 conti -

nents. The co-ordination centre in Europe may link up directly with freel ancers
and ot her sources. Live debates via satellite with em nent personalities (siml-
taneously translated) will engage well prepared panels of the public in South
and North. Authors should al so focus on portrays of individuals and groups of
people in their region which can tell commopn but revealing stories.
THE STAFF
One special need of employment in the European centre will be a highly qualified a
team of translators (English / French / Spanish / Portuguese) who have to work
on original scripts and nmust be able to translate sinultaneously during live in-
terviews and debates. Ot her experts have to be responsible for devel opi ng and
up-dating archival systenms (sources / sound / music etc.). Public relations of
the project will be handled by an officer whose task may include oberservation
of "Third Worl d"-reporting in other European nmedia. At the same time he nmay
propose exceptional cases of such reporting which could get regular attention
through an annual award sponsored by the project. Each centre in the South
nmust enploy at |east a broadcaster (fluent in Gernman) and an experienced
technician. It is necessary to draft alternatives for an enpl oynment -framework
whi ch includes, of course, a permanent team of producers, technicians and adm -
nistrators. A budget cal culation has to consider conpetitive salaries, office-,
studi o-, conmmuni cation- and travel -expenses as well as a sufficient pay-schene
for authors and artists in all 4 centres.
GET | NVOLVED!
CONTACT THE GERHA! SOCI ETY!
I NIl TI ATE A BRANCH | N YOUR COUNTRY!
QNTRI BUTE AS A FREELANCER
LTI KE!
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ALl A HAZRU / KENYA:

(CULTURAL FORCES Il I ORLD POLITICS [/ HEIIEM, MNI mm KENYA, MM / MES CURRY, LW/
p. 52-63)

"The worl d has since discovered that it is within the prison walls of two

new absolutes - the state systemand capitalism Those who have wanted to abol -
ish capitalismby capturing the state found thensel ves captured by the state.
VWhen socialists capture the state, it is not the state which withers away; it is in
fact socialism

What is the way out of this maze interconnecting the absolutes of capital-
ismand the state-systen? The npst promising solution lies neither in a new God
standard nor in a revised gold standard. It lies in the androgynization of both
and in the partial feminization of the state. It seens probable that the androgy-
ni zati on of church, state, and econony win substantially nbderate the tendency

of each to becone absolutist. By the very nature of their predicanment, women
cannot seek to replace nen. Wnen are condemed to a quest for political and
-eoonom c equality rather than political and econom c nobnopoly.

The retreat fromthe excess of the Semitic heritage and the abuse of the
Angl o- Saxon | egacy may require the equal status of wonen as both gui des and
conmanders.

Let us conclude wit the imgery of three ships in history: the 'Bounty’,

the "Titanic’ and the "Californian’. They are synbols of a world in partial comu-
nication. On his Britannic Majesty’'s ship 'Bounty’ there had in fact been tyranny
under the rule of Captain WIlliamBligh. 1n desperation the nen ultinmately robe"-
ed in the sane year that the Frech people did - 1789. The nutineers on the ship
overcanme the captain and his supporters, put themin lifeboats, let theml oose on
the sea, and took charge of the ship thensel ves. The 'Bounty’ attenpted to dis-
engage fromthe international nautical system and to keep its distance fromBri -
tain's laws, after the mutiny. The mutineers retfed to an island, an exercise in
prinordial delinking, a severance of communication

Today the world itself is an island - no mutiny on the 'Bounty’ can be an es-
cape in its own right. No mutineers fromthe 'Bounty’ could find refuge in such

stark terns. The world is now faced with ' omi-oomrunication” - if it only cared
to listen. The tragedy is that of expanded conmmuni cati on and di m ni shing dia-
| ogue.

Qur other inmage of a ship ist that of the 'Titanic’, the supposedly unsink-

abl e vessel which sank on its mai den voyage when it hit an iceberg on 15 Apri

1912. There was another ship nearby, the Leyland Liner the 'Cah’'fornian', |ess
than 20 mles away fromthe stricken "Titanic’. The radio of the ’Caiifornian’ was
swi tched off that nomentous night, and its crew could not hear the distress sig-
nals fromless than 32 km away. Once agai n human beings failed to rescue each

ot her because they had switched of f avenues of communication

You may have noticed that a" three ships, the 'Bounty’, 'Titanic', and 'Califor-
nian’, were 'Angl o-Saxon’. But none of the captains or the radio operators were
worren. So what? If | were a Semitic prophet in the grand tradition, | would de-

scribe a" this as "a parable’.

The fate of hunmanity may indeed depend upon creative comunication and
androgyni zati on of the conmand structure. Those social novenents which en-
hance contact and conmuni cati on and those which seek to expand the role of wo-
men may turn out to be the nmost critical of thema". A greater role for wonen
is needed in the struggle to tane the sovereign state, civilize capitalism and
humani ze comuni cati on

To the question "What is civilization? it may one day be possible to an-

swer, 'humane communication in a truly androgyni zed world' ..."

LET US SII TCH ON NEW AVENUES OF COVMUNI CATI ON

TOGETHER - MEN AND " OMVEN FROM THE SOUTH AND THE NORTH
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