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New mandate
for Pairin

Only the other day, Mr Altaf Gauhar,
secretary-general of the Third World
Foundation for Social and Economic
¥ Studies (co-sponsor of the South-South
¢ II conference held in Kuala Lumpur),
| paid a tribute to Malaysia for its com-
" mitment to democracy. The democra-
i tic way of life has in fact been ensh-

rined in the Rukunegara.

i  But when the two-month long legal
# wrangling, public disturbances caused
! by demonstrations and bombings in

March, relentless opposition to the
H fledgling PBS, and defections within

the PBS itself (reducing the ruling par-
| ty to a paper-thin majority within the
§ State legislature) had brought Sabah to
E the edge of political furmoil, Datuk Jo-
. seph Pairin Kitingan decided to go

back to the electorate and seek a fresh
i mandate. The electorate has obliged in
E no uncertain terms. The triumph (win-

ning 70 per cent of the seats including
§ victories in opposition strongholds as
§ well as more than half of the total votes
cast) shows that the PBS is more
broadly based and supported than the
outcome of the 1985 elections had indi-
cated.

Although Usne remains a credible
E force by keeping 12 seats, it has clearly
i lost ground. The absence of Tun Musta-
i pha Harun, the party’s charismatic
# Jeader and father-figure, has no doubt
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~ The voice of the black masses

BORN at Bizana in Eastern Pondoland,
Eastern Cape, and of peasant origin, he
received his early education at Ludebe
and Johannesburg. He went on to Fort
Hare University Coliege where he gra-
duated in 1941 with a B.Sc. degree.

After being involved in student strikes
and expelled from Fort Hare, he ob-
tained his Education Diploma and
taught at St Peter’'s Secondary School
from 1943 to 1947, where his students in-
cluded the late Duma Nokwe.

In 1948 he began studying law and

started in legal practice with Nelson
Mandela, who is now serving life impri-
sonment on Robben lsland, in December
1952, establishing the first African legal
partnership in South Africa.

He was one of the founders of the Afri-
can National Congress (ANC) Youth
League in 1944, and successively its na-

tional secretary and"national vice-presi--

dent.

In 1949 he became 2 member of the na-
tional executive of the ANC and secre-
tary-general of the drganisation in 1955,

holding the position until 1958 when he
was elected deputy president-general.

In 1954 he was served with Gov--

ernment orders under the Suppression of
Communism Act, banning him from at-
tending all gatherings for two years and
restricting his movements to the dis-
tricts of Johannesburg and Benoni for
the same period. .

In December 1956 he was charged with
155 other members of the Congress Al-
liance with high treason. And in 1959 he
was served with a further Government
order prohibiting him from attending
any gatherings for a period of five years.

The practice he and Nelson Mandela
had set up as a means of defending Afri-
cans charged with “crimes” was serious-
ly afiected. He could not now travel to
places like South West Africa (Namibia)
as he had done before, to represent the
Africans facing political charges and in-
volved in political disputes with the Gov-
ernment.

A week after the Sharpeville shootings
on March 21, 1960, and two days before
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Dr Oliver Tambo,
president of the
African National
Congress, fighting to
free his people from
the tyranny of
apartheid in Scuth
Africa, was in Kuala
Lumpur for the
second South-South

Nelson Mandela, the
African nationalist
- serving a life-term in
Polsmcor Prison,
Cape Town. :
Special writer
CHANDRAN NAIR
spoke to him in a rare
and wide-ranging
interview during

contributed to its decline. Berjaya has summit. _He received which he clarified the
| again been rebuffed, »nd left highand | the Third World aims and aspirations
i dry with a solitary se: inthe new State Prize on behalf of “of the ANC.

Assembly. The PBS has won a stronger
mandate this time. Sabahans have
# shown that they want a new leadership
at the helm of the State.
: The people’s expectations have been
; aroused; they rightly want to look for-
ward to a better life in the future. The
ruling party must not only provide an
effective and just administration; it
must also show itself to be multi-racial
in word and deed as well as in spirit.
The PBS has pledged to bring the peo-
ple in Sabah into the mainsfream of so-

Q: COULi) you please tell us about yourself and your involvement in the

liberation struggle.

A: I find it very difficult to answer that question and talk about myself.

I have been involved since the 1940s continuously. I left South Africa at
the time of the Sharpeville massacre in 1960. I have since then been
working on international solidarity, securing international support as
well as being involved in the internal struggle. I was one of a very few at
that time to leave, but since then thousands have left and hundreds
returned to carry on the fight within South Africa.

We in the ANC have continued to operate within in spite of being
banned and made illegal. The ANC exerts its presence in South Africa
and to all intents and purposes is a lawfull organisation in the sense that
it has people defending it, campaigning on the basis of its slogans, and
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the declaration of a state of emergency
on March 30, he was directed by the ANC
national executive to go out of the
country in order to put the case against
South Africa in world forums.

Mr Tambo’s role in arousing world
consciousness has had an immense im-
‘pact on international opinion about
South Africa. Since coming out of South
‘Africa in 1960, he has earned the respect
of many world figures by his honesty,
modesty, his incisive intelligence and his
historic indictments against the South
African regime at the United Nations
and other world platforms. \ 1

So ably has he presented the case
against South Africa that he has come to
be regarded as a man whose authority
cannot be challenged on such issues. The
movement he leads, the ANC, is regard-
ed as the sole authentic and representa-
tive voice of the black masses of Seuth
Africa.

He is the president of the ANC and
chairman of the political-military coun-
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Africa, hold Freedom Charter posters as a protest against apartheid.
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People at a rally in Durban, South

cio-economic development. Although
the PBS has not promised the spangled
heavens, it must — as the ruling party

programmes. . |
The position today is that the ANC leads the armed struggle despite

being banned and this is quite an achievement. !

— deliver the goods. There are lessons
i ic Le learnt from past mistakes. It is
. one thing to win elections and another
¥ 1o iranslate expectations .utc reality.

History is full of leaders who distance §

themselves from their people as a re-
sult of success going to their heads.

Q: Many associate the
ANC with the armed

struggle oniy and are .

probably net aware of
the overall sirategy. Can
you elaborata?

A: The ANC could not
conceivably abandon po-
litical action. After all we
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the basic political strug-
gle. In fact we under-
stand the armed struggl:
to be a form of the politi-
cal struggle by means
which include violence.

7

~he countries border-
ing on South Africa can-
not stand up to South
African aggression if
they are to provide bases
for us. So we have to have

from South Africa, we did
s0.

Q: The issue of econo-
mic sanctions is one that
is commonly raised. The
Reag: n administration

n (rovernmments
led out direct ac-

haca Jinas heaad

this and we are asking
the international com-
munity to make sacri-
fices to impose these
sanctions. Everyone is
going to suffer. If we call
it a crime against hu-
manity, let us do someth-
ing about it.

Mhan it wreae nanacaary

sistance to the ANC. As
with political assistance
we have gone across the
globe, to every country
we could reach to obtain
funds and assistance in
kind.

In Africa, several coun-
tries and the OAU contri-
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the Pretoria regime with
military, economic and
diplomatic links. They
have an interest in perpe-
tuating what they call a
crinze against humanity.

O a
meeting with our Prime
Minisier. Has there been
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make sanctions unneces- *
'

sary. And we have exper-

ienced this abolition be- .
fore. And the general '
position of our people is ,
that we shall see how it

works. We are not en-
couraged.
Anyway the struggle
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“History is full of leadex:s o Ulstance
themselves from their po<: as a re-
sult of success geing to their ncads.

”

Datuk Pairin will have to face reali-

ties and he has shown his capacity to do
so by accepting the fact that he needs to
work closely with the Federal Gov-
ernment. Sabah’s future is intertwined
with“that of Malaysia. But state and
federal interests can never be in com-
plete harmony. The events of recent
weeks have shown this to be true.
‘Sabah has suffered from lack of ef-

fective leadership in the last few

months and Datuk Pairin has been
quick to appoint three Deputy Chief
Ministers to reflect the inter-com-
munal base on which he has staked his
reputation. The appointment of the
other members of his Cabinet is to fol-
low soon. Sabah will have to get back
on its feet and fast. ' - o 2

“"A: The ANC could not

conceivably.abandon po-
litical action. After all we
decided ¢n the armed
struggle zfter operating

" peacefully for nearly 50

years and the last 10
years we have seen a
very extensive mobilisa-
tion of the people
throughout South Africa.
And although they are
non-violent, the mass mo-
wvement is very strong
and thus has been con-
tained by increasing use
of armed violence by the
regime.

And we believed that
through political action
and non-violence we
could force the regime to
make substantial re-
forms at that time. And
when we decided on the
armed struggle it was to
embrace another dimen-
sion without abandoning

i ——
to be a form of the politi-
cal struggle by means
which include violence.
So our armed struggle
is an integral part of our
political struggle and we
have carried this out in
our strategy. We have
concentrated a great deal
of attention on political
work, political organisa-
tion and political mobili-
sation. .

Independence
struggle

We regard this as abso-
lutely crucial for the suc-
cess or effectiveness of
our struggle. Part of the
reason for this is that our
armed struggle cannot be
based in rear bases, out-
side the country (as isthe
case with the Palestinian
Liberation Organisation,
Frelimo, MPLA).

.
.
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African aggression if
they are to provide bases
for us. So we have to have
bases in the peopile, in °
their political activity.
. Their political activity
provides the base in

‘which we invest our

armed struggle. So we
have had to develop poli-
tical activity along with
the armed struggle and
another important com-
ponent of the struggle is
external pressure.

We have given equal
attention‘to all of them
and within South Africa:
our struggle combines
these three elements.

Q: The Pretoria regime
has often cited the exis-.
tence of military bases of
the ANC in the front-line
States as an excuse for
its military activities
across its border. Whatis -
the ANC’s position on
these allegations?

A: We have never tried
to establish any bases or
operate from the front-
line States. From the be-
ginning we have under-
stood this is not possible
given the position of
these countries.

The ANC was estab-
lished in 1912 by all these
countries. For many
years the fight was
against British rule and
the- ANC resisted at-
tempts to incorporate the
protectorates into the Un-
ion of South Africa. And
similarly the ANC resist-
ed South-West Africa
(Namibia) being handed
over as a mandate to
South Africa.

So we have supported
the independence strug-
gle of these countries, as
being a struggle for our
own independence. When
they achieved indepen-
dence, this was our vic-
tory. It was the same
struggle, the same peo-
ple. We had an interest in
protecting that indepen-
dence. '

We-thought the grea-
test advantage for us is
that‘they should be
strong, economically and
polit: ally stable. But we
knev:- chat because of our
involvement with them,
the South African regime
with its fascist tenden-
cies would not hesitate to
send its army to occupy a
country. We understood
that. So we ourselves had
a strategy of avoiding us-
ing these countries as:
bases. And we did not, but
South Africa says we do,
so they could put pres-
sure on these countries to
act against the ANC.

What we did was to go
through these countries.
These countries could not
be blamed for us going
through, as they did not
participate nor assist us.
So it was our own de-
cision not to have bases.
If we were living there in
the front-line States and
were then told to leave by
the host under pressure

- T ———%



and various Western
European Governments
have ruled out direct ac-

tion ¢n these lines based

on their ironica! and du-
bious concern that it is
‘the black majority who
:will suffer. Could you
give the ANC point on
this,

At Well first of all if you >

consider who is using this
arghment you will find it
is those circles that are
benefiting from the
apartheid system and its
preservation. And it does
not matter who says it,
we can look at it from the

point that it is in the in-

terest of the status quo
and it is people who do
not want to see an end to
the system. .

Those people calling
for sanctions are not
thinking of what they will
suffer or not suffer. Sanc-

tions would have the ef- -

fecl of creating economic
prablems and weaken the
regime to a point where
the regime would have to
chaozy between running
the country or feeding

the demands of the inter-

national community.

We have no doubt
whatsoever that if they
hai to make this choice
thely would find no inter-
est in continuing aparth-
eic. It has no future
anyway and it is not
worth destroying the
whole country just to
meintain a system with-
out a future.

£o0 they will be com-
pelled to abandon aparth-
eid and save themselves.
No: save us. They have
no interest in saving us.
In fact.it is irritating to
hear people say that we
shi 1l suffer.

- What will we suffer
thet we have not suffered
already? And what can
you suffer, which is
worse than death? And
apartheid is a killer. It
kills people, genocidal.
Just by the way it works,
it «ills thousands. They
talk of starvation, but it is
stervation created by
apartheid. And then the
shootings that are taking
pléce to defend the sys-
te.n. As for the argu-
ments about unemploy-
m:nt, millions are
unemployed anyway.
This » something we
have always had as black
people. It is nothing new.

Profits
of apartheid

And people who are
prepared to sacrifice
their lives must be ready
to sacrifice their jobs.
Tkis is our position.

'When we say we want
sanctions, it is insulting
our intelligence to be
told that we do not know
it is us who are going to

suifer. How can we not.

know? We do not think it
is zoing to be easy to des-
trcy apartheid. It needs

sacrifice. We are doing
k‘-..

\‘

i-t—.-‘rﬂnc smo-a-
manity, let us do someth-
ing about it.

When it was necessary
to put down Nazism, no
one said “we are going to
suffer”. They sent
hundreds, thousands of
troops to fight it and
killed millions and it was
most wicked: We have a
Nazi system in South
Africa and it's going to
take sacrifice to destroy
it. We cannot preach it
out of existence, we can-

not argue it out of exis-~

tence, it is going to take
sacrifices.

~. We are asking the in-
ternational community
to back up its condemna-
tion by making the sacri-
fice. And if they do not
want to, let them not say
that they are not sacrific-
ing out of pnty for-what

“leimels

In Africa, severa.l coun-
tries and the OAU contri-
bute towards this mater-
ial assistance in the form
of food, transport and
weapons. Outside Africa

we get massive assis-

tance from the Scandina-
vian countries, especially
Sweden, and also Italy
and Austria. We do not re-
ceive much assistance

from West Germany or.

Britain. The socialist
countries give us mater-
ial assistance mainly in
terms of food and ‘cloth-
ing and also weapons. We
do not buy, we ask and we
are given. - .

We have asked the
West, but they will not
donate, and only the so-
cialist and African coun-
tries give us weapons.

We receive pohtlcal

When it was necessury to put down
Nczism, ne one scid “we are going to-

suffer”.

They sent hundreds,

thousands of troops to fight it and
killed. millions and it was most
wicked. We have a Nazi system in
South Africa and it's going to take
sacrifice to destroy it. We cannot
preach it out of existence, we cannot
argue it out of existence, it is going to

take sacrifices. :

we are going to suffer. We
do not want their pity. If
they dc not want to act,
then they should say “we
do not want to act be-
cause we. will suffer” or
“we need the profits of
apartheid a.nd ‘cannot do
without it".

Q: From wha.t qua.rters
does the ANC get assis-
tance and what form
does it take. There is a
comme:: tendency to por-
tray the ANC as a Soviet
or socialist bloc backed
terror organisation.

A: We proceed from a
position of relative weak-
ness. And we want to
make up for that weak-
ness by seeking interna-
tional support in politi-
cal,
material terms.

At the.diplomatic and
political level, support is
worldwice, the result of
information we have gi-
ven out. There is another
form of support, which is
material support and this
takes (v'o forms. It acts
to isolate South Africa
economically and cultur-
ally and that is where
there is room for much
more improvement. The
cultural boycott is very
strong.

Economic sanctions in
the form of severed econ-
omic links have been car-
ried out by some coun-
tries while others have
selective sanctions. Then

-“there is the material as-

— -,

diplomatic and -

support in‘the US but no
funds. The Caribbean
countries support us both
politically and material-
ly. However, the problem
usually arises from what
we get from the Soviet
Union. And I must ex-
plain that.

Crime against
humanity

If the Soviet Union was
not involved no one would
complain. The reality is
that we go to the Soviet
Union just as we go to
every other country. And
we make our request,
which they consider and
make a decision on.

o

We deliberately go to -

the Soviet Union just as
we deliberately go to the

US. We accept Soviet aid -

because we asked for it. It
is the countries not sup-
porting us who complain
the most. .

Why should we not go
to the Soviet Union? We
go to the US too. They do
not give us anything.

Should we not accept So-

viet assistance just be-
cause the US does not
give?

If we did not accent
help from those who of-
fered, then we would run
into problems and that is
what some would like to
see. The biggest com-
plaints about the Soviet
assistance comes from
those who have sustained

Q. You ‘have Jus( had a
meeting with our Prime
Minister. Has there been
any discussion on hew
the Malaysian Gov-
ernment and its people
can support the legiti-
mate struggle of the peo-.
ple of South Africa.

A. We have not dis-
cussed specific ways and
shall continue with diplo-
matic support. We think
the position of your
Prime Minister at the
Commonwealth confer-
ence in the Bahamas was
most powerful. And in a
way it coincided with
what we have always
known to be the policy of
support of this country
for the struggle.

We in the ANC have not
asked for more except for
Malaysia to press for

.sanctions. I was very
‘pleased to observe that

the Prime Minister, in
spite of the decision at
Nassau, stated that the
key to success was
through the imposition of
csanctions and not
through negotiations. Ne-
gotiations will just be
protracted by the South
African Government.

Q. Does this mean that
the ANC does not view
with optimism _ the role
of the Eminent Persons
Group who are nego-
tiating with the Pretoria
regime?

A. I am worried that
the South Africans want
to employ the same tactic
of dragging negotiations
so that the Common-
wealth Group will never
quite finish its task. This
is because the group may
feel the need to await the
given time and that's
what the South African
tactic is all about. Time
to complicate the situa-
tion. )

Q. Could you say what
attitude the ANC has to
the rumours arising
from the activity of the
Eminent Persons Group
that negotiations with
Pretoria may give rise to
something positive?

A. Caution. The ANC is
very, very cautious. The
South African Gov-
ernment has a very clear
record of dishonesty. Di-
shonesty which they
have displayed to all in
their dealings over Na-
mibia and agreements
with Mozambique. Thus
we do not believe they
will uphold anything that
they may negotiate with
this group. We do not see
much hope and we are
not excited.

Q. Do you see the latest
announcements by the
Pretoria regime to abo-
lish the pass laws as an
attempt to win some mid-
dle ground and appease
some of the international
condemnation?

A. Yes. It is being pre-
sented as the beginning
of a process of disman-
tling apartheid, so as to

works. We are not en-
couraged.

Anyway the struggle
goes on. It is not just
about the pass laws. It is
about all the laws which
are being enforced to re-
press the black peopfe.
The struggle is about the
power to make these
laws. Who makes them?
The laws must be made
by the Government of the
people and not by the
Government of a minor-
ity. We take this announ-
cement in our stride.
We know the law will re-
appear under another
name.

Q. What sort of greater
South Africa do you envi-
'sage after liberation?
What sort of society does
the ANC wish to create?

A: The most glaring
problem of South Africa
is that of white minority
rule which is a legacv of
colonialism. Thus we
must end white minc. ity
rule as has been achieved
in other parts of Africa,
Asia and Latin America.

And the future South
Africa will be a country
of equality. People pf dif-
ferent racial origins be-
ing treated as South Afri-
cans working together,
living together, running
the country together,
without domination,
without discrimination.

Democratic
aspirations

Therefore, when we
talk of majority rule we
are talking about the ma-
jority of the people of
South Africa, not the
black people of South
Africa. All the people, all
the citizens who will be
dealing with issues com-
mon to all. The white peo-
ple of South.Africa given
their present privileges
will have to adjust. We
will not have to adjust as
much. Some pecple talk
about accommodating
the white minority by
having special arrange-
ments.

This we will not do as
that only perpetuates the
system. I fecl, however,
that with our help the
white minority will over
a period of time adjust to
the non-racizl society we
will create.

And the Africans too
will have to understand
that liberation does not
mean African domina-
tion. This is very impor-
tant and part of the politi-
cal education that the
ANC carries out present-
ly.

Now then the other
area is that of the econo-
mic policy. We have
adopted the Freedom
Charter, established in
1955, as a statement of
our aims. It is a definition
of the goals of our libera-
tion movement, it is the

% TURN TO P9, COL 7

1T re——

-

g o g



