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lew mandate 
for Pairin

O nly the other day, Mr A lta i G auhar,
I secreta ry -g en era l e l the Third World 

Foundation  lor Socia l and E conom ic  
Studies (co-sponsor ol the South-South  

• II con feren ce held in K uala  L um pur),
| paid a  tribute to M a la y sia  lor its  co m ­

m itm en t to d em ocracy . T he d em o cra ­
tic w ay ol life has in la c t  been  en sh ­
rined in the R ukunegara.

But when the tw o-m onth long leg a l  
w rangling , public d istu rb an ces cau sed  

! by d em onstrations and bom bings in 
! M arch , r e le n t le s s  o p p o s itio n  to th e  

" fled g ling  PB S, and d efection s w ithin  
the PBS itse lf (red ucin g the ru ling p ar­
ty to a  paper-thin m ajority  w ithin  the 
State leg isla tu re) had brought Sabah to 
the edge of p o litica l turm oil, D atuk J o ­
seph  P a ir in  K itin g a n  d ec id ed  to go 
back to the e lec tora te  and seek  a  Iresh

1
“ m andate. The e lec to ra te  h as ob liged  in 

no uncerta in  term s. The trium ph (w in ­
ning 70 per cent of the se a ts  including  
v ictor ies in opposition strongholds a s  
w ell a s m ore than h a ll of the to ta l votes  
c a s t )  sh o w s  th a t th e  P B S  is  m o re  
broadly based and supported  than the 
outcom e of the 1985 e lec tio n s had ind i­
cated .

A lthough Usno rem a in s a  cred ib le  
force by keep ing 12 sea ts , it has c lea r ly  
lost ground. The ab sen ce  of Tun M usta- 
pha H arun, the p a r ty ’s c h a r ism a tic  

| lead er and father-figure, h as no doubt 
contributed to its d eclin e. B erja y a  has 
aga in  been rebuffed, ;>nd left high and  
dry w ith a  so litary  se; in the new  State  
A ssem bly . The PBS has won a  stronger  
m a n d a te  th is  t im e . S a b a h a n s  h a v e  
shown that they w ant a  new  lead ersh ip  

‘ at the helm  of the State.
The peop le’s exp ecta tion s h ave been  

E aroused; they rightly w ant to look for- 
\ ward to a  better life in the future. The 

ruling party m ust not on ly  provide an  
I e ffec tiv e  and ju st ad m in istra tio n ; it 
| m ust a lso  show  itse lf to be m u lti-rac ia l 
I in word and deed a s w ell a s  in sp irit. 
. The PBS has p ledged  to bring the peo- 
‘ pie in Sabah into the m ain stream  of so- 
1 cio-econom ic d ev elo p m en t. A lthough  
, the PBS has not prom ised  the sp angled  
i h eaven s, it m ust — a s  the ru ling  party  
J — d eliver the goods. T here are  lesson s  
| to be learn t from  past m ista k es. It is 
; one Ihing to win e lec tion s and another  
g lo ira n sla te  e x p e c ta t io n  u itc  rea lity , 
i H istory is fu ll of lea d ers who d istance  
|  th em se lv es  from  their p eop le a s  a  re- 
|  su it of su cce ss  going to their heads.
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The people shall govern
Dr O l i v e r  T a m b o ,  
p r e s i d e n t  o£ t h e  
A f r i c a n  N a t i o n a l  
Congress, Sighting to 
£ree his people from 
t h e  t y r a n n y  o f  
aparthe i d  in South  
Africa, was in Kuala 
L u m p u r  f o r  t h e  
second  South-South  
summit. He received  
th e  T h i r d  W o r l d  
P r i z e  on b e h a l f  of

Nelson Mandela, the 
African n a tio n a lis t  
serving a life-term  in 
P o l s m o o r  P r i s o n ,  
Cape Town.

S p e c i a l  w r i t e r  
CKANDRAN NAIR  
spoke to him in a rare 
a n d  w i d e - r a n g i n g  
i n t e r v i e w  d u r i n g  
which he clarified the 
aims and aspirations 
of the ANC.

Q: COULD you please tell us about yourself and your involvement in the 
liberation struggle.

A: I find it very difficult to answer that question and talk about myself. 
I have been involved since the 1940s continuously. I left South Africa at 
the time of the Sharpeville massacre in 1960. I have since then been 
working on international solidarity, securing international support as 
well as being involved in the internal struggle. I was one of a very few at 
that time to leave, but since then thousands have left and hundreds 
returned to carry on the fight within South Africa.

We in the ANC have continued to operate within in spite of being 
banned and made illegal. The ANC exerts its presence in South Africa 
and to all intents and purposes is a lawfull organisation in the sense that 
it has people defending it, campaigning on the basis of its slogans, and 
programmes.

The position today is that the ANC leads the armed struggle despite 
being banned and this is quite an achievement.

Q: M any asso c ia te  the 
A N C  w ith  ih e  a r m e d  
s t r u g g le  q n iy  a n d  a r e  
p ro b a b ly  n e t a w a re  of 
th e  o v e ra ll s tra teg y . C an 
you e lab o ra te?

A: T he ANC could not 
conceivably  abandon  po­
litica l action. A fter a ll we

th e  basic  po litical strug  ­
g le . In  f a c t  w e u n d e r ­
stan d  th e  a rm ed  struggle 
to  be a  fo rm  of th e  po liti­
c a l s t ru g g le  by m e a n s  
w hich include violence.
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People at a rally in Durban, South Africa, hold Freedom Charter posters as a protest against apartheid, 
from South A frica, we did 
so.

countries border- 
iiit, on to u th  A frica can ­
n o t s t a n d  u p  to  S o u th  
A f r i c a n  a g g r e s s io n  if  
they a re  to  p rovide bases 
for us. So we have  to  have

Q: The issue of econo- 
mic sanctions is one th a t 
is commonly ra ised . The 
Heap; n a d m in is tra t io n

European G overnm en ts 
have tilled out d irec t ac-

th is  and  we a re  ask ing  
th e  in te rn a t io n a l  c o m ­
m u n ity  to  m a k e  s a c r i ­
f i c e s  to  im p o s e  th e s e  
s a n c tio n s . E v e ry o n e  is 
going to  suffer. If  we call 
i t  a  c r im e  a g a in s t  h u ­
m an ity , le t us do som eth ­
ing  about it.

W k „  it

sis tan ce  to  th e  ANC. As 
w ith  po litical ass is tan ce  
w e have gone acro ss  the 
globe, to  every  country  
we could reach  to  obtain  
funds and  a ss is tan ce  in 
kind.

In  A frica, sev e ra l coun­
tr ie s  and  th e  OAU contri-

thc P re to r ia  reg im e  w ith 
m ili ta ry , econom ic  and  
d ip lo m a tic  lin k s . T hey  
have an  in te re s t in perp e­
tu a tin g  w hat they  call a  
crim e ag a in s t hum anity .

<*: ¥ o u h a ve  ju s t  had- a  
m eeting  w ith oui P rim e  
M inister. H as th e re  been

m ake sanctions unneces­
sa ry . And we have exper­
ienced th is  abolition be­
fo re . A nd th e  g e n e ra l  
position of our people is 
th a t  we shall see how it 
w o rk s . We a r e  n o t e n ­
couraged.

A nyw ay th e  s tru g g le
nn Tt i a not iji n t

of the black masses
holding the position until 1958 when he 
was elected deputy president-general.

In 1954 he w as serv ed  w ith G ov­
ernment orders under the Suppression of 
Communism Act, banning him from at­
tending all gatherings for two years and 
restricting his movements to the dis­
tricts of Johannesburg and Benoni for 
the sam e period.

In December 1956 he was charged with 
155 other members of the Congress Al­
liance with high treason. And in 1959 he 
was served with a further Government 
order prohibiting him from attending 
any gatherings for a period of five years.

The practice he and Nelson Mandela 
had set up as a means of defending Afri­
cans charged with “crim es” was serious­
ly affected. He could not now travel to 
places like South West Africa (Namibia) 
as he had done before, to represent the 
Africans facing political charges and in­
volved in political disputes with the Gov­
ernment.

A week after the Sharpeville shootings 
on March 21, 1960, and two days before

the declaration of a state of emergency 
on March 30, he was directed by the ANC 
national ex ecu tiv e  to go out of the 
country in order to put the case against 
South Africa in world forums.

Mr Tambo’s role in arousing world 
consciousness has had an immense im­
pact on international opinion about 
South Africa. Since coming out of South 
Africa in 1960, he has earned the respect 
of many world figures by his honesty, 
modesty, his incisive intelligence and his 
historic indictments against the South 
African regime at the United Nations 
and other world platforms.

So ably has he presented the case  
against South Africa that he has come to 
be regarded as a man whose authority 
cannot be challenged on such issues. The 
movement he leads, the ANC, is regard­
ed as the sole authentic and representa­
tive voice of the black m asses of South 
Africa.

He is the president of the ANC and 
chairman of the political-military coun­
cil.

The voice
BORN at Bizana in Eastern Pondoland, 
Eastern Cape, and of peasant origin, he 
received his early education at Ludebe 
and Johannesburg. He went on to Fort 
Hare University College where he gra­
duated in 1941 with a B.Sc. degree.

After being involved in student strikes 
and expelled from Fort Hare, he ob­
ta in ed  h is Education D ip lom a and 
taught at St Peter’s Secondary School 
from 1943 to 1947, where his students in­
cluded the late Duma Nokwe.

In 1948 he began studying law and 
started in legal practice with Nelson 
Mandela, who is now serving life impri­
sonment on Robben Island, in December 
1952, establishing the first African legal 
partnership in South Africa.

He was one of the founders of the Afri­
can National Congress (ANC) Youth 
League in 1944, and successively its na­
tional secretary and national vice-presi­
dent.

In 1949 he became a member of the na­
tional executive of the ANC and secre- 
tary-general of the organisation in 1955,DR OLIVER TAMBO



: From Leesures to Fashion Wear, Lee stamps its hallmark as 
: the legendary leader. Since 1889. Slip into the great style 
: and perfect fit of Lee.

H istory Is fu ll of leader-* * d istance  
th em se lv es  from  their pevpie as a  r e ­
su lt of su ccess  going to their  'luads.

Datuk P airin  w ill have to fa ce  rea li­
ties and he has shown his ca p a city  to do 
so by accep tin g  the fa c t that he needs to 
work c lo se ly  with the F ed era l Gov­
ernm ent. Sabah’s future is intertw ined  
with that of M alaysia . But sta te  and  
federal in terests can  n ever be in co m ­
plete harm ony. The ev en ts  of recent 
w eeks have shown th is to be true.

Sabah has suffered  from  lack  of e f­
fe c t iv e  le a d e r s h ip  in  th e  la s t  few  
m on th s and D atu k  P a ir in  h as been  
quick to appoint three D eputy Chief 
M in is te r s  to r e f le c t  th e  in te r -c o m ­
m unal b ase on which he has staked  his 
rep u ta tio n . The a p p o in tm en t of the  
other m em bers of h is C abinet is to fo l­
low soon. Sabah w ill h ave to get back  
on its feet and fast.

-you BiiBBim w ---- ---- '
A: The ANC could not 

conceivably abandon  po­
litica l action. A fter a ll we 
d e c id e d  on th e  a r m e d  
s tru g g le  a fte r  opera tin g  
peacefu lly  for n e a rly  50 
y e a r s  a n d  th e  l a s t  10 
y e a r s  w e h a v e  s e e n  a 
v e ry  ex tensive m ob ilisa­
t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  
th roughou t South A frica. 
A nd a lth o u g h  th e y  a re  
non-violent, the  m ass  m o­
v e m e n t is v e ry  s t ro n g  
and  th u s has been con­
ta in ed  by inc reasin g  use 
of a rm ed  violence by the 
reg im e.

And we believed th a t 
th ro u g h  po litical action  
a n d  n o n - v io le n c e  w e 
could force the reg im e to 
m a k e  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e ­
fo rm s a t th a t tim e. And 
w hen we decided on the  
a rm e d  stru g g le  it w as to 
em b race  an o th e r d im en­
sion w ithout abandoning

an i—H  t 5 —
to be a  fo rm  of th e  po liti­
c a l s t ru g g le  by m e a n s  
w hich  include violence.

So o u r a rm e d  stru g g le  
is an  in te g ra l p a r t  of our 
po litica l s tru g g le  and  we 
h av e  c a rr ie d  th is  out in 
o u r  s t r a te g y .  We h a v e  
con cen tra ted  a  g re a t deal 
of a tten tio n  on po litica l 
w ork, po litica l o rg a n isa ­
tion  and  po litica l m obili­
sa tion . •

Independence
struggle
We re g a rd  th is  a s  abso­

lu te ly  c ru c ia l fo r th e  su c­
cess o r effectiveness of 
ou r stru g g le . P a r t  of the 
rea so n  for th is  is  th a t our 
a rm e d  s tru g g le  canno t be 
based  in  r e a r  bases, ou t­
side th e  co un try  (as is the 
case  w ith  th e  P a le s tin ian  
L ibera tion  O rganisation , 
F re lim o , M PLA ).

■ O l-S lu a ii
A fr ic a n  a g g r e s s io n  if 
they  a re  to  provide bases 
for us. So we have to  have 
b a se s  in  th e  people , in  
th e ir  political activ ity .

T he ir political ac tiv ity  
p r o v i d e s  t h e  b a s e  in  
w h ic h  w e in v e s t  o u r  
a rm e d  s tru g g le . So we 
have had  to develop poli­
tic a l ac tiv ity  along w ith  
th e  a rm ed  stru g g le  and 
an o th e r im p o rtan t com ­
ponent of th e  strugg le  is 
ex te rn a l p ressu re .

We h av e  g iv en  equa l 
a tte n tio n 'to  a ll of them  
and  w ith in  South A frica 
o u r  s t ru g g le  c o m b in es  
these  th ree  elem ents.

Q: The P re to r ia  reg im e 
has often cited  the exis­
tence  of m ilita ry  bases of 
the ANC in the front-line 
S ta tes  a s  an  excuse  for 
i t s  m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  
ac ro ss  its bo rder. W hat is 
th e  A N C ’s p o s i tio n  on 
these  aU egations?

A: We have n ev er tr ied  
to  estab lish  any  bases o r 
opera te  from  th e  fron t­
line S tates. P ro m  the be­
ginning we have under­
stood th is  is not possible 
g iv e n  th e  p o s i t io n  of 
these  countries.

T h e  ANC w a s  e s ta b ­
lished in  1912 by all these 
c o u n t r i e s .  F o r  m a n y  
y e a r s  t h e  f i g h t  w a s  
ag a in s t B ritish  ru le  and 
th e  A N C  r e s i s t e d  a t ­
tem p ts  to incorpora te  the 
p ro tec to ra te s  into the Un­
ion of South A frica. And 
s im ila rly  the ANC re s is t­
ed  S o u th -W e s t A f r ic a  
(N am ibia) being handed 
o v e r  a s  a  m a n d a te  to  
South A frica.

So we have supported  
the independence s tru g ­
gle of these  countries, as 
being a  s tru g g le  for our 
own independence. When 
th e y  ach ie v ed  in d ep en ­
dence, th is  w as our vic­
to ry . I t  w a s  th e  s a m e  
strugg le , the sam e peo­
ple. We had  an  in te rest in  
p ro tec ting  th a t indepen­
dence.

We though t th e  g rea ­
te s t ad v an tag e  for us is 
t h a t ' t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  
s trong , econom ically  and 
polii. ally stable. B ut we 
knev ih a t because of our 
involvem ent w ith them , 
the South A frican  reg im e 
w ith  its  fa sc is t ten d en ­
cies would not hesita te  to 
send its  a rm y  to occupy a 
country. We understood 
th a t. So we ourselves had  
a  s tra te g y  of avoiding us­
in g  th e s e  c o u n tr ie s  a s  
bases. And we did not, but 
South A frica say s we do, 
so they  could pu t p res­
su re  on these countries to 
ac t ag a in s t the ANC.

W hat we did w as to go 
th rough  these countries. 
These countries could not 
be b lam ed for us going 
through, as they  did not 
p a rtic ip a te  nor ass is t us. 
So it  w a s  o u r  ow n d e ­
cision not to have bases. 
If we w ere liv ing th ere  in 
the front-line S ta tes and 
w ere th en  told to leave by 
th e  host under p ressu re



a n d  v a r i o u s  W e s te r n  
E u ro p ean  G o vernm en ts  
have ru led  out d irec t a c ­
tion on these lines based  
on tfceir iron ica l an d  du­
bious concern  th a t it is 
the b lack  m a jo rity  who 
w ill s u t le r .  C ou ld  you  
g iv s  th e  ANC p o in t on 
thisl

A: Well f irs t of a ll If you 
consider who is using  th is 
argum ent you w ill find it 
is those c ircles th a t  a re  
b e n e f i t i n g  f r o m  t h e  
ap arth e id  sy s tem  and  its 
p reservation . And it  does 
not m a tte r  w ho says it, 
we can look a t  it  from  the 
point th a t i t  is in the in­
te re s t of the s ta tu s  quo 
and it is people who do 
not w ant to see an  end to 
th e  system .

1’hose  peop le  c a ll in g  
f o r  s a n c t io n s  a r e  n o t 
th inking of w hat they  w ill 
su ffer or not suffer. Sanc­
tions would have the ef­
fect of c rea tin g  econom ic 
problem s and  w eaken the 
reg im e to a  point w here 
the reg im e w ould have  to

bstw % 2 r iinning
th e  co u n try  o r feed in g  
the  dem ands of the in te r­
national com m unity.

W e h a v e  n o  d o u b t  
w hatsoever th a t if they  
had to m ake th is  choice 
they  would find no in te r­
e s t in continuing ap a rth - 
eicl. I t  h a s  n o  f u t u r e  
a n y w a y  a n d  i t  is  n o t 
w o r th  d e s t r o y in g  th e  
w h o le  c o u n try  ju s t  to  
m sin ta in  a  sy s tem  w ith ­
out a  future.

£o th e y  w ill be c o m ­
pelled to abandon a p a r th ­
eid and save them selves. 
No. save us. T hey have 
no in terest in sav ing  us. 
In  fa c t.it is ir r ita tin g  to 
heiLr people say  th a t we 
shi.ll suffer.
- W hat w ill w e s u f f e r  
ths.t we have not suffered  
already? And w hat can  
y o u  s u f f e r ,  w h ic h  is  
w orse th a n  d e a th ?  And 
apartheid  is a  k iller. I t  
k ills  people, g en o c id a l. 
Ju:;t by the w ay it w orks, 
it tcills thousands. They 
ta lk  of s ta rva tion , but i t  is 
s t a r v a t io n  c r e a t e d  by 
apartheid . And then  the 
shootings th a t a re  tak ing  
pU ce to defend the sy s­
te m . As fo r  th e  a rg u -  
m m ts  about un em p lo y ­
m e n t ,  m i l l i o n s  a r e  
u n e m p lo y e d  a n y w a y .  
T h is  >s s o m e th in g  w e 
h a /e  alw ays h ad  a s  black 
people. I t is no th ing  new.

Profits 
of apartheid
A nd p e o p le  w ho  a r e  

p r e p a r e d  to  s a c r i f i c e  
th<;ir lives m u s t be read y  
to  s a c r if ic e  th e i r  jo b s . 
T his is our position.

Vhen we say  we w ant 
sanctions, it  is in su lting  
our in telligence to be 
told th a t we do not know 
it is us who a re  going to 
su:fer. How can  we not. 
know? We do not th ink  it 
is :foing to  be easy  to des- 
trcy  aparthe id . I t  needs 
sacrifice. We are  doing

it a w l i u e a g a in s t
m an ity , le t us do so m eth ­
ing  about it.

W hen it w as n ecessa ry  
to pu t down N azism , no 
one sa id  “we a re  go ing  to  
s u f f e r " .  T h e y  s e n t  
h u n d re d s , th o u s a n d s  of 
t r o o p s  to  f ig h t  i t  a n d  
killed m illions an d  i t  w as 
m ost w icked. We h ave  a 
N a z i s y s te m  in  S o u th  
A frica  and  it 's  going to 
tak e  sacrifice  to d estro y  
it. We cannot p re a c h  it 
out of existence, we c a n ­
not a rg u e  it out of exis- -  
tence, it  is going to  tak e  
sacrifices. , ■ •

We a re  ask ing  th e  in-/ 
te rn a tio n a l c o m m u n ity  
to  back up its  condem na­
tion  by m ak ing  th e  s a c r i­
fice. And if they  do not 
w an t to, le t them  not say  
th a t they  a re  not sa c r if ic ­
ing  out of p ity  fo r w h a t

In  A frica, sev e ra l coun­
tr ie s  and  the OAU co n tr i­
bu te  tow ards th is  m a te r ­
ia l ass is tan ce  in  th e  fo rm  
of food, t r a n s p o r t  a n d  
w eapons. O utside A frica  
w e g e t m a s s iv e  a ss is - . 
tance  from  th e  S cand ina­
v ian  countries, especially  
Sw eden, and  a lso  I ta ly  
and  A ustria . We do no t re ­
c e iv e  m u c h  a s s is ta n c e  
from  W est G erm any  or 
B r i t a in .  T h e  s o c i a l i s t  
coun tries g ive us m a te r­
ia l a ss is tan ce  m ain ly  in 
te rm s  of food and  clo th­
ing  and  also  w eapons. We 
do no t buy, we ask  and  we 
a re  g iven. - \  ...

W e h a v e  a s k e d  th e  
W est, bu t th ey  w ill not 
donate, and  only th e  so­
c ia lis t and  A frican  coun­
tr ie s  g ive us w eapons.

We r e c e iv e  p o l i t i c a l

When it was necessary to put down 
Nczism, no one said "w® or® going to< 
s u f f e r " .  T h e y  sent  h u n d r e d s ,  
thousands of troops to fight it and 
killed m illions and it was most 
wicked. We have a Nazi system in 
South Africa and it's going to take 
sacrifice to destroy it. We cannot 
preach it out of existence, we cannot 
argue it out of existence, it is going to 
take sacrifices.

we a re  going to  suffer. We 
do not w ant th e ir  p ity . If  
they  do not w an t to act, 
then  they  should say  “we 
do no t w a n t to  a c t  b e ­
cause we will su ffe r” o r 
“we need the p ro fits  of 
ap a rth e id  and canno t do 
w ithout it”. • ,

Q: F ro m  w hat q u a r te rs  
does the ANC get a s s is ­
t a n c e  a n d  w h a t  fo rm  
does it t ik e . T h ere  is a  
com m c:; tendency  to  p o r­
tr a y  the ANC a s  a  Soviet 
o r socia list bloc backed  
te r ro r  o rgan isa tion . .

A: We proceed from  a  
position of re la tiv e  w eak ­
n e s s . A nd we w a n t  to  
m ake up for th a t w eak­
ness by seeking in te rn a ­
tional support in  po liti­
c a l ,  d i p l o m a t i c  a n d  
m a te ria l te rm s.

At the d ip lom atic  and  
political level, su p p o rt is 
w orldw ide, the re su lt of 
in fo rm ation  we have g i­
ven out. T here is an o th e r 
form  of support, w hich  is 
m ateria!, support and  th is  
tak es cvo form s. I t  a c ts  
to  iso la te  S ou th  A fric a  
econom ically  and  c u ltu r­
a lly  an d  th a t  is  w h e re  
th e re  is room  for m uch  
m ore im provem ent. T he 
cu ltu ra l boycott is v e ry  
strong.

E conom ic san c tio n s in 
the form  of severed  econ­
om ic links have been c a r ­
ried  out by som e coun­
tr ie s  while o thers  have 
selective sanctions. T hen 
th ere  is the m a te r ia l as-

support in 1 th e  US bu t no 
fu n d s . T h e  C a r ib b e a n  
coun tries suppo rt us both 
po litica lly  and  m a te r ia l­
ly. H ow ever, the  p roblem  
u sua lly  a r ise s  from  w hat 
we get from  th e  Soviet 
U nion. A nd I  m u s t e x ­
p lain  tha t.

Crime against 
humanity
If th e  Soviet Union w as 

not involved no one would 
com plain. The re a lity  is 
th a t we go to the Soviet 
U nion ju s t as we go to 
every  o th e r country . And 
w e m a k e  o u r  r e q u e s t ,  
w hich they  consider and 
m ake a  decision  on.

We d e libera te ly  go to 
the Soviet U nion ju s t as 
we d elibera te ly  go to the 
US. We accep t Soviet aid  
because we asked  fo r it. I t  
is th e  countries not sup­
po rting  u s  who com plain  
th e  m ost. •

W hy should we no t go 
to the Soviet Union? We 
go to th e  US too. T hey do 
n o t g iv e  u s  a n y th in g .  
Should we not accep t So­
v ie t a s s is ta n c e  ju s t  be 
c a u s e  th e  US d o es  not 
give?

If w e d id  n o t a c c e n t 
help from  those who of­
fered, then  we w ould run  
into p rob lem s and  th a t is 
w hat som e w ould like to 
see . T h e  b ig g e s t  c o m ­
p la in ts  about the Soviet 
a s s is ta n c e  co m es from  
those who have su s ta ined

Q. You h ave  ju s t had  a  
m eeting  w ith o u r P rim e  
M inister. H as th e re  been 
an y  d is c u ss io n  on how 
th e  M a l a y s i a n  G o v ­
e rn m en t an d  its people 
c a n  s u p p o r t  th e  le g i t i ­
m a te  s tru g g le  of the peo­
ple of South A frica.

A. W e h a v e  n o t d i s ­
cussed  specific  w ays and 
sh a ll continue w ith  diplo­
m atic  su ppo rt. We th ink  
th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  y o u r  
P r im e  M in is te r  a t  th e  
C o m m o n w ea lth  c o n fe r­
ence in  th e  B a h a m a s  w as 
m ost pow erful. A nd in  a  
w a y  i t  co incided w ith  
w h a t  w e h a v e  a lw a y s  
known to be th e  policy of 
su p p o r t of th is  co u n try  
for the  s trugg le .

We in th e  ANC have not 
asked  fo r m ore  excep t for 
M a la y s ia  to  p r e s s  fo r  
s a n c t io n s .  I  w a s  v e ry  
p leased  to  observe th a t 
th e  P r im e  M in is te r , in  
sp ite  of th e  decision  a t 
N assau , s ta te d  th a t  the 
k e y  to  s u c c e s s  w a s  
th ro u g h  th e  im position  of 
s a n c t i o n s  a n d  n o t  
th ro u g h  nego tiations. Ne­
g o t ia t io n s  w ill ju s t  be 
p ro tra c te d  by th e  South 
A frican G overnm ent.

Q. D oes th is  m ean  th a t 
the  ANC does not view 
w ith o p tim ism , the ro le 
of th e  E m in en t P e rso n s 
G ro u p  w ho  a r e  n e g o ­
tia tin g  w ith the P re to r ia  
reg im e?

A. I am  w orried  th a t 
the South A fricans w an t 
to  em ploy th e  sam e  tac tic  
of d rag g in g  negotia tions 
so  t h a t  th e  C o m m o n ­
w ealth  G roup w ill never 
quite fin ish  its  task . T his 
is because  th e  group m ay  
feel the need to  aw a it the 
g iv e n  t im e  a n d  t h a t 's  
w hat the South A frican  
ta c tic  is a ll about. T im e 
to  com plica te  the s i tu a ­
tion.

Q. Could you say  w hat 
a tt itu d e  th e  ANC has to 
t h e  r u m o u r s  a r i s i n g  
from  th e  ac tiv ity  of the 
E m in en t P e rso n s  G roup 
th a t  n e g o tia t io n s  w ith  
P re to r ia  m ay  give rise  to 
som eth ing  positive?

A. C aution. T he ANC is 
very , v e ry  cautious. The 
S o u t h  A f r i c a n  G o v ­
e rn m en t h a s  a  very  c lea r 
reco rd  of d ishonesty . D i­
s h o n e s ty  w h ic h  th e y  
have  d isp layed  to  all in 
th e ir  dealings over N a­
m ib ia  a n d  a g re e m e n ts  
w ith  M ozam bique. T hus 
we do no t be lieve  th e y  
w ill uphold an y th in g  th a t 
they  m ay  nego tia te  w ith 
th is  group. We do no t see 
m uch  hope and  we a re  
not excited.

Q. Do you see the la te s t 
a n n o u n c e m e n ts  by th e  
P re to r ia  reg im e  to  abo­
lish  th e  pass  law s a s  an  
a tte m p t to  w in som e m id­
dle g round  and  ap p ease  
som e of the in te rn a tio n a l 
condem nation?

A. Yes. I t  is being p re ­
sen ted  a s  the beginning 
of a  p rocess of d ism an ­
tling  ap a rth e id , so a s  to

w o rk s . We a r e  n o t e n ­
couraged .

A nyw ay  th e  s tru g g le  
g o es  on. I t  is n o t ju s t  
about th e  p ass  law s. I t  is 
about a ll th e  law s w hich 
a re  being enforced to  re­
p re s s  th e  b lack  peopfe. 
T he s tru g g le  is about the 
p o w e r  to  m a k e  th e s e  
law s. Who m akes them ? 
T he law s m ust be m ade 
by th e  G overnm ent of the 
p e o p le  a n d  n o t by th e  
G overnm ent of a  m inor­
ity . We tak e  th is announ­
cem ent in  our stride. 
We know th e  law  w ill re­
a p p e a r  u n d e r  a n o th e r  
nam e.

Q. W hat so rt of g re a te r  
South A frica  do you envi­
s a g e  a f t e r  l ib e ra t io n ?  
W hat so rt of society  does 
the ANC w ish to c rea te?

A: T h e  m o s t g la r in g  
p rob lem  of South A frica 
is th a t  of w hite m inority  
ru le  w hich is a  legac” of 
c o lo n ia l i s m .  T h u : we 
m u st end w hite m inority  
ru le  as  h as  been achieved 
in  o th er p a r ts  of A frica, 
A sia and L a tin  A m erica.

And th e  fu tu re  South 
A frica  w ill be a country  
of equality . People pf dif­
feren t ra c ia l origins be­
in g  tre a te d  a s  South A fri­
c an s  w o rk in g  to g e th e r, 
liv ing  together, runn ing  
th e  c o u n tr y  to g e th e r ,  
w i t h o u t  d o m i n a t i o n ,  
w ithout d iscrim ination .

Democratic 
aspirations

T h e re fo r e ,  w h en  we 
ta lk  of m ajo rity  ru le we 
a re  ta lk in g  about the m a ­
jo r i t y  of th e  people of 
S o u th  A f r ic a ,  n o t th e  
b la c k  p e o p le  of S ou th  
A frica. All th e  people, all 
th e  citizens who will be 
d ealing  w ith  issues com ­
m on to all. The w hite peo­
ple of South.A frica given 
th e ir  p re sen t p riv ileges 
w ill have to adjust. We 
w ill not have to ad ju s t as 
m uch. Some people ta lk  
a b o u t a c c o m m o d a tin g  
th e  w h ite  m in o r i ty  by 
hav ing  special a rran g e ­
m ents.

T his we will not do as 
th a t  only p erpetuates the 
system . I fetl, how ever, 
t h a t  w ith  o u r h e lp  th e  
w hite m inority  w ill over 
a  period  of tim e  ad ju s t to 
th e  non-racir-1 society  we 
w ill c reate .

A nd th e  A frican s  too 
w ill have to understand  
th a t  liberation  does not 
m e a n  A fric a n  d o m in a ­
tion. T his is very  im por­
ta n t and p a r t of th e  politi­
c a l e d u c a tio n  th a t  th e  
ANC c a rr ie s  out p resen t­
ly-

N ow  th e n  th e  o th e r  
a re a  is tha t of the econo­
m ic  p o l i c y .  W e h a v e  
a d o p te d  th e  F re e d o m  
C h a r te r , e s ta b lish e d  in 
1955, a s  a  s ta tem en t of 
ou r a im s. I t is a  definition 
of the goals of ou r libe ra ­
tion  m ovem ent, it is the
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