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L Lionel Formen was born at Johannesburg on 25.12.1927.

He 1: e student end his present eddreee 13 50 Seventh Avenue,
Orange Grove, Johannesburg. '

2- Forman was a member of the Young Communist League, and

gas eotively engeged 1n disseminating Communist piopegenda,

While he was a student at the Univereity or Gape Town Formen

frequently addressed Communist Party meetings, and meetings

of the Train Apertheid Resistance Committee. At a meeting
of the Communist Party held on the Grand Parade, Cape Town'
on the 16th September, t949, Formen was one or the speakers,

and said inter e11e:"we want a south Africa in which every-

one will be able to sit in Parliament, and not be ruled by

a crowd of howling savages end hooligans. You Will only get

that by Joining the Communist Party." On the 25rd September

he again addressed a meeting under auspices of the Train

Apartheid Committee held at tho aleemoor Hell, Athlone.

”end in the course or hie speech bondemning apartheid, he said:

3* "I am prepared to go on to a platform en incite the

people to commit a crime. I am prepared to say break these

apartheid lane."

‘9' Formen returned to Johannesburg at the beginning of

this year and since hie return he has been eotively enge-

ged 1n Gommunistio affaire,. and has addressed meetings held

by the Communist Party. Since hi; return to Johannesburg

Formen has been seen in the _oempeny of Hetty McLeod who is

employed at the Johanneeburg afrioo of "The Guardian."

£7» 0n 29.9.1949 Forman addressed a Communist Party meeting
at the Edhlo Bed and Mattress Factory and the A11 Gold Jam

Factory in Johannesburg. He denounced the capitalist sys-

tem under which the workers did not earn sufficient to buy

the goods produced by them, and declared that the Communist

Party wee the only party to remedy this state of affairs.

4. 0n 6.12.#9 Formen again addressed a meeting at the nor.

her of Bevan Avenue and Hamilton Road, Newclare, Johannes-

‘burg end in the cauree of his address referred to the pre-

sent GOVernment as "a collection of criminals and circus

clowns", and inter alie stated that "we must organise to

throw the clowns and criminals out of Parliament.” Formen'e

speech resulted in the opening of e docket against him. but

the Senior ?.P. declined to prosecute.
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1‘,‘Fhrmen applied for a passport to visit Eurepe on a

student: tour and according to a repert 1n the "Star"ef

the 29th November. 19u9, the Minister of the Interior

refused to ieeue him with a passport. Formen in en in;

terview, stated that the had written an article in the

etudente'e newspaper "The Witwatersrand Student" atten-

king police interference in University affairs, and he

attributed the refusal of a passport to vindictivenees.

f- .On 2nd February, 1950, it was reported that Eormen

would continue his studies at the Witwatersrand Univer-

sity during 1950, having passed his first year L-L-B-

at the end of 1949.

6?_ 0n 1.2.1950 Forman was one of the speakers at a

Communist Party meeting held at Edblo and Bunsen Roads, ,

Industrie, Johannesburg. He opened hie eddreee by saying:

- ”You know that the Herrenvokk oireue is putting on

another performance at the moment. Melen and his other

olewne are in a oireue they call Parliament and they

plan to take away the freedom of the people."

”/3. He referred to the recent riots at flewelare end

,said that since the Nationalist GOVernment had come to

poier there had been more bloodshed and street fighting.

end said that the Government intended doing what had

been doneihn e11 Fascist countries 1.e. it intended ban-

ning the Communist Eertye This speech was repeated at

Bunsen Road, where Forman again attacked the Government,

and eoouaed the Police of 111¢treat1ng the Natives who

had no money houeee,-er a vote. He added "The people

muet not only throw'stonee, but must organise in groups

like the Police and must Join the Communist Party. In

Russia the workers elao organised and took over the Go:

vernment." ‘4

IL . On 12.2.50 Formen addressed a meeting at Alexandre

Township, and deolered-inter alia that the Government

was afraid of the Natives end for that reason was going.

to suppress the Communist Party. He stressed the pain;

that the Natives did not know their own strength and

emphaeteed the fact that in this country theie are ten

Natives tor eedh European.

’1 0n 18.2.1950 Forman visited Sam Kahn at the Carlton

Hotel Johannesburg.  



 

 

’3' At e eammuniat party meeting held in Neuolare on

26.2.50 which was attended by about 600 natives. Formen

spoke on the anti—eommuhist legislation about ta be in-

troduoed by "Malan and his fascist clowns" and called -

on the people or Hewclare to fight with ell‘their night

against this Bill. The Government wee weak and repre~~

eented only a small proportion of the people or S.A-

hence they were against free epaooh and were afraid of

communism. It was the policy of the communist party

that the Government did not like.

Ink. In_the communist party there is no colour her; they

are all comrades and there 13 no such thing as "Sir"

or "Baas". He said it was a bad thing for the Africans

to right the Indiana; they must learn to organise and

work together, than this would not be a country of "Her—

renvolk." V '
[5'-Forman was seen to take a photograph of the A.N.C.I
meeting held in Alexandre Township on Sunday, 16.#.50.

(Q, The ebovenamed was observed among those present at

la Joint meeting of the African NatiOnal Congress, Af—

- rican People's Organisation, Transvaal Indian Congress

and the Communist Party, held on the Market Square,

Johanheeburg, on 28.5.50. He Was also present at a

mess Protest Rally held under the aunpieea of the Tvl.

Indian Congress at Fordsburg on 31.5.50, ané at a public

meeting he1¢ by the‘S.A. Trades & Labour Council in the,

City Hall, Johannesburg, on 6.6.50.

I7. 0n 5.6.50, et the WitWatererend University, Formen,

who 15 a secondoyear law student, wan the Best Speaker's

‘Debate; he opposed the motion "That the Group Areas Bill
1: a practical step towards Apartheid." Forman will now

represent the Witwatefsrend University at an inter—

UniVereity debate to be held at Rhodes University College,

Grehamstqwn during July, 1950.

I?' On the 18th September, 1950, L. Formen was "named”

by the Liquidator, appointed, in terms of Act 44 of 1950.

He was howeVer, not finally listed ae the eutoome of the

Kehn’e appeal and the amendments to the Act were then

awaited. The Liquidator eubaequently declined to list

him as he nee oVerseae. and that the matter be left in

abeyanoe untill big return.
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k7, on 15.11.59 it was learned that Lionel Formen was a
dennittee member of the Witwatersrandefieoal N-U¢S-A~S-

30‘ Formen, es the Editor or the publication "Witwaters-
rend Student" published an "open letter" to the General

Seeretary, International Union of Students, Prague. In this

publication he asks the question: "must we leave the I-U.S-?"
and proceeds to explain that many members or NU-S-A-8~

want to leave the l‘UcS- because it fears that 1.6.8. is
not truly an International body. but a partiean ant1~

Western body. He everi howeter, that NU8-3-3. has nevar
been intimidated into falling into the neurosis of anti-

red hysteria.

2r. Forman states that I-U.8. has two alternations:-
(e) to see the World as split into two camps and

)b) to visualise U.I.S. as e united front or all

students who can be drawn together on a minimun pelioy

'- the basic policy entered on the desire of all decent

young people for world peace.

,25, On 21.2.1951 Lionel Ferman was a speaker at 3 Cole-

nial Youth Day Rally organised by the African National
Congress Youth League, Transvaal Indian Youth Congress

and The Students Liberal Association.

Forman said inter 9119:-

33- "We are celebrating thie youth rally iith all the

democratic loving people or the world to show our 5011-

darity, irrespective of their nationality, colour or creed,

against American and British Fascism which are murdering

the people of Korea, Vietnam, Malaya and other parts or the

world with their colonial rule..... All the countries

wh1oh have united under the Communist Perty, have managed

to obtain their freedom. Colonial waere are not intereec

ted in the welfare of the peoble, but to use them for

their benefit. I
‘34“ Under the auspices of the South African Peace Move-

ment a meeting was held in the Florain Hell, Johanneeburg

on 15.3.1951. Lioneltflorman who was one of the speakers

said inter 511a:-

31; "Who would have thought they would ever encourage a

war against Russia? (This was when he referred to the ca-

pitalistic newspapers.)

91a "To-day our papers publish with pride of the wiping out

or whole villages in Korea by South Africans. A few years

ago the same Russians fought with us to oust the fascist

evil: but fascism today still exists in South Africa,

America and ether parts of the world,
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We. aha are striving for pgaoo are being aallad qgmmuniata.

Haas discrimination is the oauae of dumping thgfinto wars."

97-h: a meatlng or students when it was decided that the

Witwatersrand Un1Ver31ty reoali its arriliation to the In-
tarnattonal Unton ut~3tudenta. the quention was raised why

tbs Witwatersrand Univaraity osuld not affiliate with tho

arrlkaanao Studoneoband, Forman said it was impossible

because the Afrikaansa Studentabond was for Europaflna only.

)i. Lionel Forman left‘Palmiatrcntein per Q.G.A.0. pianos

on 5.5.51. paaapart No. £29295 dated 51.7.51, for London.
It has been reported that ha is to undergo an operat1on

lat Guys Bospital London, which cannot be performed in

South Africa.

)6
L Lionel Forman attended the Council Meeting of the

International Union of Students held in Bucharest from 5th -

12th September , 1952.

5°. He 13 at present serving on the execut1ve of the_I.U.S.

Out Bofbrenca 5.1/a&§.
Their “ PF.147054£§.1b/WED.

  


