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'LONDON-— up of Com-
Mwealth leaders demded to

up its attempt at mediation
mfecn the South African govern-

ment and its main black nationalist

mnents a diplomatic source

Cape Town in March, meeting

both President Pieter W. Botha and
~Nelson Mandela, the imprisoned

leader of the outlawed African Na-
tional Congress. They returned
again in May after receiving diplo-
matic mgna]s that the Botha gov-

‘ernment was prepared to talk about

legalizing the outlawed movement

~and releasing Mr. Mandela and

other prisoners.
The group was reported to have

? government waiting for it when
econvened in London on
Wednesday at the Common-
wealth’s Marlborough House head-
Is.

Aecord:ing to the source, the
group replied that the South Afri-
can gmemment s actions and in-
'Mmgent attitudes had doomed

‘the group’s attempt to initiate dis-
- cussions between the main oppos-

ing forces in the conflict.
The seven leaders were still meet-

ing Friday evening, reviewing

to the group disclosed here

| ‘!hesevenleaders, known as the |
Eﬂncnt Persons Group, visited
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Pieter W. Botha

drafts of a final report that is to go
next week to the heads of govern-
ment of the 49-nation Common-
wealth.

The group was said to be divided
on whether the terms of reference
under which it was appointed al-

lowed it to include a call for eco-
nmmmmmnf-
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Are Said to

The meent Persons Gmup,
which was appointed to avert a

~serious rupture in the Common-
wealth, was instructed to attempt
an on-the-spot assessment and re-

port back to a special Common-
wealth meeting that Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher of Brltaln
prormsed to attend.

‘The group includes General Olu-
segun Obasanjo, a former Nigerian
head of state; Swaran Singh, a for-

~mer foreign and defense minister of

India; John Malecela, a former
Tanzanian foreign minister; Mal-
colm Fraser, a former prime minis-
ter of Australia; Lord Barber, a
former chancellor of the exchequer
in Britain; Archbishop Edward
Scott of the Anglican Church in
Canada; and Dame Nita Barrow of
Barbad , chairman of the World
Council of Churches.

In its last message to the Com-
monwealth group, Mr. Botha’s gov-
ernment was understood to have

left the door open for another visit,

but the tone of the message appears
to have been noticeably tougher
than a message sent at the end of
April that persuaded the group to
makcasemndtnptosou ern Af-

© rica.

A day before the Eminent Per-
sons Group began its current round
of meetings, an apparentl accu
fm-qu_a’wgf _

the headquarters in Lusak

Accmding to that report, the |
South African authorities asserted
that the release of Mr. Mandela
could spark intensified violence in

black townships, making necessary
an increased police and military
presence in those areas. |

Guarded optimism about the
mediation effort had been all but
dissipated even before the group
left Cape Town in South Africa in
May after two rounds of ta]k there

prison, was followed by a

Zambian capital, of the
National Congress.

On May 19, shortly after the
group left Zambm and while it was
still in Cape Town, South African
forces attacked Lusaka and two
other African capitals — Harare in
Zimbabwe and Gaberone in Bo-
tswana — in what Mr. Botha char-
acterized as a strike against “terror-
ists’> of the African National
Congress, drawing an analogy to
the American bombing of Libya
the previous month. -

The three countries that were at-
tacked were all Commonwealth
members. Diplomats and commen-
tators swiftly drew the conclusion
that the raids had been calculated
wrms of the govern-

Im_tha was not cavmg in w




