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Editorial

This is a comrenorative issue 7 not ()fsomething that is gone and past, but 0/ another st
ep in the

process of struggle for a better South Africa. ult is not the end, nor is it the beginnin
g # but anot her

stage i)! the process ()fstruggle for denbcracy in South A frica’ (COSAS Preszdent at Sad

tu Rallvl

The [ aunch of SADTU t ook place in Johannesburg On 6 Cctober 1990, and was attended by 150
0

del egates from 1. ? teacher organi sations. These reflected a wi de body of political and ed
ucati ona

opi nion, but were united in their beliefabout the centrality ofteachers in the devel opnen

t policies of

a future South Africa.

Speakers included Ca'e Jay Naicl oo, General Secretary of COSA TU, the giant |abour federa

tion which

has acted as nidwife to the teacher unity process. A long and painful process has necess

tated the

strong gui dance and weal th of experience which COSATU, through its Education Desk, brough

t to

bear on the birth ofa united teacher union, The nature 0/ this alliance will be an inport
ant issue in

the future for SADTU and fur COSA TU affiliates

Dr Nel son Mandel a, Deputy President of the African National Congress, was invited to spea
k at the

[ aunch in honour of the significant role ()ftlie African National Congress in the process

From i nception

to | anzeh the ANC has been fully involved; they co-cmivened the first consultation in Har
are, during

April 1988, and delivered the keynote speech at this the foundi ng Congress ()fSADTU. This
rel ation-

ship will also develop as we nove into a newmy constituted South Africa, and teachers are
asked to

play a part in the reconstruction and devel opnment U a ravaged soci ety.

Messages of support were received froma nunmber of local and international bodies. These
i ncl uded

others in the mass denocratic novenment of South Africa, international teacher organisatio
ns and

| abour federations. It was noted that COctober 6, the date of the |aunch, is recogni sed as
I nt ernati onal

Teachers Day. The full nessages are contained in this journal, and SADTU wel cones the sta

ture

accorded to it through these.

The highlight of the Launch Congress was undoubtedly the inaugural adclress 0Ofthe incom ng
Pr esi dent,

Cde Shepherd Mil atllana. Cde President is surely at hone addressing |arge gatherings, but
even he was

awed at the i mmense power of the event. As a disciplined soldier of the strugglefbr denoc
racy, Cde

President charted a clear course for SADTU, urging all teachers to take their stand and |j

oin the

or gani sati on.

The Constitution of SADTU is the product ofw de rangi ng consultations anong teachers; tea

chers

drafted it, and approved it in principle at a workshop hel d w t hprogressive | egal academi

cs. It islittle

nore than a basic union structure which seeks to provide the organisation with a denocrat
ic frame-

work for action. This constitution was adopted unani nously at the Launch Congress, and is
avail abl e

in a separate publication

VWen the (" (mstitutim was adopted a HU 11’1V agreenment” between SADTU and all affiliate
S was
entered into _interimemtraetilal obligations which bind the participants in the proces

s for the first

year of" existenee, The ternms (if this agreenent fall away at the next Congress ()fSADTU
i n Sept enber

1991.

The aetinme plan for the ()iganisatim arises out of the Congress resolutions. These are a
ppended, and

shoul d be seen as the end product ()fsmmetines rigorous clehate at Congress. These resolu



tions will

determ ne the direction ()fSADTU until the next Congress.

The Launch Congress was a closed neeting, and was followed ()it Sunday 7 Cctober by a ce
ebratory

public rally at the Olam n Stadiumin Swmweto. International guests addressed the | arge cr
owd. WCOTP

affirmed their support for the union, and its President reiterated her call for a nore de
term ned

assault (mthe still intact apartheid education. The speeches ()feaeh of these are includ
ed here. Sakhile

and Bayete ended off the celebration with some fine nmusic 77 a rem nder to all teachers t
0 exani ne

their own perfornmance, and to begin to build a curriculumwhich places a Vision of the fu
ture upon

the traditions of the paste

i X)
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| NTRODUCTI ON BY CDE JAY NAI DOO - GENERAL

SECRETARY OF COSATU

Invited Cuests

Conr ades,

both internal and international and Cde Nel son Mandel a -
Conpatriots, Sisters, Brothers,

We are about to witness one of the npbst significant devel op-
ments in the history of our |iberation struggle.

Today a denocratic non-racial teachers union will be born
emerging fromthe furnace of struggle, as the Phoenix rising
fromthe ashes of the destruction apartheid has wought on
mllions of our children and people to carve a new way

f orwar d.

Toget her with students, parents and denocratic forces we
nmust build a new education systemthat will be non-racial
denocratic, unitary and non-sexi st.

That, conrades and conpatriots, is a collosal Victory against
apartheid, You carry the torch of |earning and know edge

We have come down a long road tOgf3tl 1l ?!;tl(rlylttg the

di vi si ons of the past we celebrate the beginning of this
process. W pay tribute to those in the ANC, SACTU

COSATU anzl WCOTP, who haul the foresight to convene

that historic neeting in Zinbabwe in April 1988 which
produced the Harare Declaration of fifteen principles and
which laid the basis for the unity we have here today. There
are others such as the NECC and | FFTU that al so have to be
saluted for their efforts in pronoting teachei UHI Iyt

More than three years of painstaki ng denocratic di scussions
has now borne its fruits. W are by a consensus unity agree
nment | aunchi ng the biggest teachers union in the history of
South Africa. W can justly say a giant is born. Agiant that

will make its mark in defining a new road towards a society
based on peace and justice and which will develop the rea
potential of our Children. A society that will repair the neal -

Cul abl e psychol ogi cal and physi cal destruction of our people
in general and our children in particul ar

You as teachers are the key instrument of this change. W
urge that we discuss and debate in a denocratic, frank, and
open way Let us bring the best traditions of all organisations
into this truely representative union of teachers in South
Africa. Let us dissolve all our organisational and sectiona
interests in pursuit of much nore inportant and hi gher goa
_that of the unity of all teachers in South Africa and the
future of our country.

PAY PARITY 7- RI GHTS OF TEACHERS

Qur achievenments already are substantial. It is not coincir
dental that on the eve of the | aunch of SADTU t he Teachers
Federal Council has a change of heart and deci des that nonr
racialismis indeed better than its past policies. It is no
coi nci dence that the Mnister of National Education
announces that salary discrinination between nmen and

worren teacheis WIl be elimnated in two years. This is the
product of your struggles and your organisation

Wth those few words | take honour in introducing you to
Conr ade Nel son Mandel a, Deputy President of the ANC, and

the tiied and tested | eadei of all our people in South Africa
who WIIl officially open this |aunching congress of South
African Denocratic Teachers Union

A conrade who has inspired mllions of us, who has sustained
us through the decades even though the apartheid regine had
| ocked himfromus in their dungeons of terror

Let us welconme the Africals nost fanous son, soldier, patriot
and person of peace ,, Conrade Nel son Mandel a.

AVANDLA AVETHU

ALUTA CONTI NUA!



KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY THE DEPUTY PRESI DENT OF

THE ANC - CDE NELSON MANDELA

Ama ndl a!

Let me start off by telling you a story. | was in
Harare recently, and net a young girl, and as you
know young | adi es of that age can be brutally frank
She asked nme: Do you know what the children at
school say about you? | said no | do not know. She
said - when you were young you were handsorne.

now you are old and ugly.

| thanked her for telling ne that when | was young

| ooked better than | do now. And if | lack confidence
today you must know the reason why!

On behalf of the ANC, | amdelighted to express

our honour for being associated with this |aunching
congress of the South African Denocratic Teachers
Union. This has been eagerly awaited by us, and it
represents a quantumleap for the denocratic
noverent, and for the struggle in the education
sector.

It is noteworthy that the 6th of COctober has been
chosen as the date for the launch - the 6th October
is International Teachers day, and choosing this day
gives due credit to the efforts of the internationa
organi sations. It acknow edges the rol es of WCOTP
and AATO, which, with the ANC, SACTU and

COSATU, jointly convened the historic first neeting
in April 1988, which led to the formation of the
Sout h African Denocratic Teachers Uni on

Thi s |l aunchi ng Congress is a beacon of hQOpe for
South Africans n hope that we are putting an end to
Bant u education; hope that the aspirations of
teachers shall now be represented by a single,
resonant voice; hope that we are laying a firm basis
for a single, denobcratic education system

Friends and conrades, as you are well aware,
education in our country has been used as a too

agai nst the people. Black and Wiite. Apartheid edu-
cation - in fact all l1l4departments - has been used
to divide our people, whereas education may be

used as a vehicle for uniting people.

Apartheid education has been used to foster stereor
types; it has been used to inculcate a sense of
superiority anmong Wiites, while preparing Bl acks

for certain categories of jobs only. The entire
apartheid framework has al so distorted our thinking
and behavi our, and the struggle for a denocratic
future has neant freeing our Black brothers and
sisters fromapartheid i deol ogy. The ANC has been
conmitted to certain basic principles: denocracy,
unity and non-sexism which are the principles of
any denocratic system O ganisations |like the South
African Denocratic Teachers Union are an appro-
priate expression of the struggle agai nst apartheid.
They are al so a neans through which we entrench

our opposition to apartheid.

Qur struggl e agai nst apartheid and African education
has been a long one y it has gone through many
forns, to the point in the 1980’s which has resulted
in the deepest ever crisis for the regi ne. Through the
courageous action of you people we have forced the
regime to admt that it has no option but to dis-



mantl e apartheid and replace it with a new and
denocratic order. The uprisings of 1976 and 1977
shook the very foundations of apartheid. The

heroi ¢ actions undertaken by students arose from
these desperate conditions.

Ever since then, action for a denpcratic education
has gai ned a greater cogency. The short sighted
policies pursued by the authorities have resulted in
the education system bei ng caught in the vice-

grip of a crisis. The governnent has responded wth
the panacea of reform _ reforns which are futile -
like a prisoner who tries to escape by running on the
spot .

The education struggle of the 80’s involved a new
chal | enge which we have attenpted to neet -

around the demands for People s Education. W

have rai sed the question of providing a viable
alternative to the racist system of education. This
has as its core the demand for a unitary, denocratic
education system Conrades and del egates, the
teaching fraternity which has conme to the front of
education struggles today, will have to consider

how to take torward the struggle. You have

i ndi vidual ly, and through your organisations,
contributed invaluably to the struggle for a
denocratic education system A long tradition of
opposi tion has been established by previous
generations of educationists, a tradition which has
been revived by you.

The sight of academics, fully robed, protesting in
1983 against De Klerk’s Bills, brought back

menories of protests at the very same universities
agai nst the Extension of the Universities act, which
led to the creation of homel and universities.

The "Sixty Days of Struggle" canpaign earlier this
year graphically denonstrated the stuff of which
South African teachers are nade. The refusal by
teachers to sign a pledge of allegiance to the Kwa-
Zulu adm nistration, and therefore Inkatha; the
strikes by teachers in Gazankulu, and parts of
Bophut hat swana, is the background agai nst which

the launch of SADTU needs to be appreciated. The
Harare Teachers Unity Accord and the establish-

ment of a National Teacher Unity Forum occurred

in the mdst of a deep education crisis.

We can appreciate that the process which began in
1988 was not easy one. But as you have noted in

your unity agreenent, the establishnment of a single
union to represent all teachers and educationists in
South Africa, is the first practical step to contain
your comm tnent to eradicate apartheid education

and in the struggle for a free, non-racial and deno-
cratic education system

Many of the teacher organi sati ons which have cone
together to create SADTU have been in existence

for a nunber of years. Each has devel oped a val uabl e
programe of action which has special enphasis on
certain aspects of the struggle against apartheid. This
does not nean that the new teacher organisation
shoul d be a | oose coalition, with each of the
constituent organisations clinging to their traditions
and style. You have nade it clear that you are al
conmitted to a single set of objectives and goals.
This commitment shoul d ensure that we draw all the
forces history into a single stream

| would like to nake use of this opportunity to
appeal to those organi sations which have opted to
stay out of SADTU, to reconsider. It is clear to any
rati onal person that the entire country is on the
brink of a new order. By staying out of SADTU

they will make it difficult for thenselves to be part



of the new South Africa.

I must nmention that towards the end of the past

year and when | was still in prison, | was visited by
Dr Motlana. | raised with himthe crisis in Black
education and | sent himto several teacher

organi sations in this country, to people like M
Tonyane, Dr Motsepi, M Randall Phatudi and M

HH Dl am enze. | urged themto come together and

to appoint a high powered del egation to see De

Kl erk, because in ny viewthe crisis had reached a
stage where it could no | onger be solved by persons
in charge of the BET.

When | was released | called all these | eaders and
spoke to them one by one, urging themthat it was
necessary to send this delegation, and for this
purpose all differences nust be resol ved. Del egates
nust be selected on nerit, and not according to

whi ch teachers organi sation they bel ong. And

pl edged that | would see to it that they net De
Klerk. It is a source of great concern to ne that this
step was never taken because the crisis in Black
educati on has since become even worse.

| made a call, as ny coll eague M Sisulu had done
before | was released, for children to go back to
school . Later | received a del egation of students and
they told me that they had tried to carry this out
and went back to school but they found the schools
full with not enough facilities. They came across
other difficulties - sone were told they had failed,
and woul d not be readnmitted. They asked - what

must we do now?

It is only an education system based on the concept



of People’s Educati on which can address the | egacy
we have inherited. You, as teachers, have the best
opportunity to inplenent People’ s Education where

it matters nost - in the classroons. People’s
Educati on | ays enphasis on the fornmal qualifications
of individuals, as well as inproving his or her socia
comm t ment .

A fine bal ance al so needs to be struck between the
rights and duties of teachers. The new education
systemw || have to grant teachers the right of a
living wage. At this point in tinme, 80 000 teachers
are earning | ess than one thousand rand per nonth.
The demand for a living wage nmust be taken up with
urgency on behalf of the entire teaching fraternity.
The rights of political expression and the right to
uni oni se nmust be struggled for. These are rights
which the State will not easily grant, but they are

rights which we trust will be stated in a new deno-
cratic education system Hand in hand with draw ng
up of a new education systemw || be the question

of revising the concept of professionalism and at
the centre of this re-exanmnation |ies the concept of
consultation - in particular with parents and

st udent s.

At the same tinme, it nust be noted that it is your
duty to al so be denmocratic in the classroom You
have to answer the question: are you devel opi ng

a different kind of intellectual anobng those in your
custody? Are you initiating a new kind of relation-
ship with your pupils? is this relationship based on
mutual respect and trust - or is it one which relies
on bul lyi ng?

Wth the opening of schools teachers will need to be
equi ppi ng thenselves with the ability to achi eve
non-racialismin practice. W are going to be facing a
nunber of conservative and reactionary forces who
will seek to destroy the progressive gains we have
made. The school will have to play a critical role in
contributing towards the building of a single nation
Just as workers through their joint action on the
factory fl oor have contributed towards the devel Op-
nment of a progressive South Africa, so too wll
students and teachers be able to nake an

i ntervention.

Conr ades, Del egates, there is no point in |ooking at
the education systemin isolation fromthe rest of
society. There is no point in setting lofty goals

wi thout dealing with reality. And there is no other

i ssue which affects the education systemas nuch as
the vi ol ence which has swept Natal for the past five
years, and which broke out on the Reef two nonths
ago. | amaware that the norale of students has
dropped to such an extent that it is inpossible to
carry out any classroomwork. It is estimted that
because of the violence in Natal 500 000 students
have been di spl aced.

The effect of the violence on the Reef has not yet
been quantified, but |let there be no doubt that it
has |l eft many of the young ones traunatised and

wi t hdrawn. The viol ence our country has experienced
in these two regions in particular hasal ready w eaked
havoc on the social fabric of communities in Natal,
and threatens to do so on the Reef. The ANC is
conmitted to renoving the root causes of this

vi ol ence, which include poverty resulting from
racially differentiated access to resources, the Bantu-
stan system and the hostels.

But there is sonething nore which is the i nmedi ate
cause of this violence. It is some of the State
agenci es using sone well trained death squads. It is
the CCB, it is Mlitary Security, it is the nationa



intelligence Service using organisations |ike Koevoet,
like the Askasris, and other organi sations which have
power anong thensel ves and are used by these

forces.

This is our difficulty. These are the people who are
mai m ng and killing our people; these are the people
who don’t mind whether you are a Zulu or a Xhosa;

whet her you are ANC or | nkatha. These are people

who have becone professional in the art of killing.
We are dealing with wild animals and by the failure
of the authoritiesto tackle the source ofthisviol ence,
even when their attention is drawn to it, as | am
doing now, it appears that the Governnent is either
power | ess, or that these forces are doi ng what the
CGovernment wants themto do. This is a situation

we cannot accept, and the people of South Africa

nmust stand on their feet and fight this issue tooth
and nail .

We remai n Opposed to the high handed nanner in

whi ch the police and the army have deci ded who is

to blanme. Instead of applying thenselves to catching
the perpetrators of the violence, they have chosen

to strip entire Black townships of basic civil |iberties.
The idea that "Operation Iron Fist" is good because
it has decreased the incidence of violence, is as
fallacious as the argunment that fascismwas good
because trains were punctual under fascism

Such security operations would not be accepted in
Wiite areas. The CGovernnment acceptance of it

di spl ays once again the huge racial nonster it has
created. You will have noticed that ever since we
cane out of prison we have been hamrering the
CGovernment to take action and stop this viol ence.
Despite the fact that al nbost 4 000 people had died



in Natal, and 800 recently on the Reef, the Govern"
ment did not nove because the lives of Blacks are
worth nothing to them

It took the deaths of two White policenen, and

within a week the Governnment had taken measures.

Not to stOp the violence at its cause, but to cripple
civil liberties anpbngst us. You can see that despite
its rhetoric, the Government is not interested in the
wel fare of Blacks in this country. That is the sinple
truth. Their whole history of 42 years has been ful

of the npbst draconian legislation - we are stil
dealing with the | egacy of those 42 years. This
violence is nerely another manifestation of that Iack
of interest in the welfare of blacks, and althOugh we
are talking to the Governnent, we have not

forgotten that these are the people who are killing
our peopl e.

The ANC has been unequivocal inits belief that a

hi dden hand is behind this violence. This hidden

hand is the creation of people, sone of whom are

I nkat ha, and who have had experience in

Mocanbi que whil st working with Renanp. The State

has trained people in the Caprivi strip, as well as in
the White suburbs of Johannesburg. Qur anal ysis of
the present situation has led us to the concl usion
that the State has enbarked upon a two-prong

strategy - talk with the ANC, to pull the cOuntry

out of the mess created by decades of apartheid and
weaken the ANC so it cannot grasp power.

Qur response to the present clinmate has been to
continue insisting upon peace as a first priority and
the devel opnent of the ANC into a powerful

grassroots novenent as we envi saged at the tinme of
our banning. W are thus concentrating on the

def ence of our communities agai nst attacks

| aunched by various forces. At the same tinme, we are
pl aci ng a high premiumon the attai nnent of peace.

We have cal |l ed upon our nenbership to resist pro-
vocation as far as possible; and we have entered into
a nunber of |ocal peace initiatives such as the Lower
Unf ol osi Peace Accord, which holds the pronise of
peace for people living in Northern Natal. This
accord invol ves businessmen, churches, [ nkatha,

Trade Unions and the ANC. It displays the

principle by which the ANC approaches the ending

of this violence - involvenent of all parties at a
local level. It was with this in mnd that we convened
the neeting of all the heads of the non-independent
Bant ustans, and we are calling another neeting of
broad political organisations to address the sane
guesti on.

Peopl e recruited, particularly fromthe Bantustans,
have been used in the past to carry out the dirty
work of the evil hand. This neeting was ai ned at
working out a joint strategy to put an end to the
sensel ess use of Black lives in support of a system
which is not in their interests in the first place.
Conr ades, Del egates, | cone here at a tinme Wen

the prospect of formng a new country from one

whi ch has been characterised by raci sm and which

has invol ved the suppression of mllions of people,
to one where denocracy, peace and harnony

prevail, is increasingly possible. W have to face up
to many challenges, trials and tribulations. To our
i nternational guests, | trust that you will carry a

nmessage fromthis Congress, and fromthe peopl e of
South Africa: The struggle has not yet ended, and
the future of our country is being deci ded upon at
this juncture. Continued pressure on the South
African Government is required so that it does not
renege on any agreenent reached. The new refornms



initiated by De Klerk can be easily reversed. Your
support is required until a firmfoundation for a
denocratic South Africa has been | aid.

The | aunching of the South African Denocratic
Teachers Union is a nost worthy and power ful
force in the transformation of our society. On
behal f of the entire menbership of the ANC | wi sh
you al |l success.

Amandl a!

Power to the peopl e!

a)



1990 CONGRESS RESOLUTI ONS

EDUCATI ON AND PCLI TI CS

In noting that the South African Denocratic Teachers’
Union (SADTU) is committed to a free, equal

denocrati ¢ and noneraci al education systemin a

unitary state

SADTU resol ves that every teacher nust have the right
to be inforned and politically active and to express

hi s/ her personal opinions in public wthout fear of
victim zation.

Mover: Cde F Khunmal o; Seconder : Cde D. Rattan.

Carried Unani nously.

THE CURI CULUM

SADTU, believing that education in South Africa

- must serve the needs of the people

- shoul d be accessible to al

v is a nmeans of enpowernent and part of the struggle
for national liberation and societal transformation

and recogni sing the need for

- education to be restructured

- the involvenment of parents, students and comunity

or gani sati ons

__ongoing research into transformative nethodol ogi es
and into | anguage policy

conmits itself to devel oping curricula which are based
on collective input and active participation by all and
which stimulate critical and creative thinking, analysis
and wor ki ng net hods.

Mover: Cde D Hindle; Seconder: Cde T Reddy. Carried
Unani mousl y.

THE EDUCATION CRI SIS

SADTU, believing that all children have the right to

be educated, expresses its concern at the current crisis
in education. SADTU calls for the denocratisation of
schools with the inplenentati on of PTSA's and ot her
simlar structures as nay be necessary, favourable
teacher-student ratios, an equitable distribution of per
capita funding, early childhood education being
available to all and effective utilization of schoo
bui I di ngs, including their proper naintenance and
security.

Congress, in terms of the said crisis, further directs the
transitional NEC to address as a matter of priority and
urgency, the disnmissal of educators, and nore
specifically those educators in the Pietermaritzburg

ar ea.

Further, that SADTU is of the opinion that the Edu-
cation crisis cannot be solved by the Privatization of
Educati on, but by an equitable redistribution of

resour ces.

Mover: Cde CR Pillay; Seconder: Cde P Hartogh.

Carried Unani nously.

DEMOCRATI C SERVI CE CONTRACT

FOR TEACHERS

In declaring that all teachers are entitled to conditions
of service which are free of any discrimnation on the
basi s of sex, race, ethnicity or creed.

SADTU resolves to fornulate and negotiate a single

and acceptable service contract for all teachers in South
Africa as soon as possible and shall ensure that such a
contract remain open to negotiation at all tinmes.

Mover: Cde E Kl eyn; Seconder: Cde C Padayachee.

Carried Unani nmously.

FORVATI ON OF ADULT EDUCATI ON

AND LI TERACY PRQIECTS

Believing that the nation can only benefit fromthe
promoti on of adult education and literacy projects,
SADTU resol ves to support and encourage all efforts

to pronote adult education, special education, literacy
projects and educational efforts within the non-fornal
sector, and that educators involved in such endeavours



be given paid tine off.

Mover: Cde A WIlianms; Seconder: Cde P Jafta.

Carried Unani mously.

DEMAND FOR LI VI NG WAGE

In believing that it is a human right to receive a living
wage and noting that nmany of its nmenbers are not
receiving a basic living wage,

SADTU resolves to demand a living wage for all edu-
cators in South Africa.

Mover: Cde A D Khan; Seconder: Cde G Strauss.

Carried Unani nously.

PARTY- POLI Tl CAL | NTERFERENCE

In noting the destabilising influence on education
through party-political interference which has its roots
in the "own affairs” and homel ands system of

adm nistration, and further believing that this ethnic
system of governnent has been rejected by the

majority, therefore SADTU resol ves to demand the



10.

11.

i medi ate abolition of the "own affairs" system and
the replacenent thereof by a singledenbcratic mnistry
of education, administering a comopn education

policy for all South Africans.

Mover: Cde D Sinpson; Seconder: Cde D Hindle.

Carried Unani nmously.

POPULARI SATI ON OF SADTU

In noting the stand taken by the nenbers of SADTU
with regard to their commtnment to forma unitary
organi sation for the teaching profession

This Congress calls upon its |eadership and nmenbers to
undertake as a matter of urgency an intensive canpaign
to popul arise the Union so that in ternms of the obiects
of the SADTU constitution it will include all teachers in
the country with special focus on rural and honel and
ar eas.

Mover: Cde ALA Pillay; Seconder: Cde H Hendri cks.
Carried Unani nmously.

WORKI NG RELATI ONS

This Congress calls on SADTU to establish close
working relations with participants in the education
sector and ot her organisations who share and pronote
the ains of non-racialismand denocracy.

Mover: Cde P Dl am ni; Seconder

Carried Unani mously.

Cde D Rattan.

EDUCATI ON CRI SI S CONFERENCE

In noting that a crisis in education has been identified
in South Africa as a direct result of the apartheid
policy of the state, this Congress resol ves that SADTU
calls as a matter of urgency a crisis conference to
address this issue.

Mover: Cde E | VI dane, Seconder

Carried Unani nously.

Cde A WIlians.

EDUCATI ON FOR CHI LDREN W TH

SPECI AL NEEDS

In noting that children with special needs are
severely underprovided for in the piesent education
structures in South Africa,

SADTU calls on the State to nake greater provision at
all schools for these children with special needs,
conmenci ng at pre-school level at all schools with

i mredi ate effect.

Mover :

p

Cde A Nai doo; Seconder: Cde B difant.

12.

13.

14.

15.

SCHOCOL CALENDER

In noting the education disjuncture which results from
separate school holidays in different departnments, and
bel i eving that considerable education value is lost as a
result of this, Congress demands that SADTU

i medi ately inplements a common school cal ender for

all school s.

Mover: Cde M Benjanin; Seconder: Cde CPadayachee.
Carried Unani mously.

SPECI AL THANKS TO WCOTP AND

| FFTU

Congress noting the substantial support received from
the World Confederation of O ganisations of the
Teachi ng Profession (WCOTP) and | FFTU

Resol ves to express the thanks and appreciation of

the South African Denocratic Teachers Union

(SADTU) t0 WCOTP and its affiliates and | FFTU for
their role in the creation of Teacher Unity in South



Africa.

Mover: Cde D Hindl e; Seconder Cde Y Gabru. Carried
Unani nousl y.

SPECI AL THANKS TO CCSATU

Congress noting the consistent role played by the
Congress of South African Trade Uni ons (COSATU)

as facilitator/negotiator in the Teacher Unity process
in South Africa,

Resol ves to thank and comrend COSATU for the role

it has played in bringing Teacher Unity into being in
Sout h Afri ca.

Mover: Cde P Thiba; Seconder: Cde H Daniels. Carried
Unani mousl y.

THE ROLE OF WOMVEN | N SADTU

SADTU, noting that women teachers have al ways been

di scrim nated against on the basis of sex, both

prof essionally and organi sationally,

Commits itself (organisationally)

- to encourage the participation of wonen teachers in
the structures of SADTU at all l|evels (branch, regiona
and national)

, to establish affirmative action progranmes for
worren as indicated in SADTU s constitution

e to place on the P.O A of each regi on canpai gns
against all forns of victimsation and harrassnent,
t0 the oraanisation of a wonen’s conference and



that in consultation with SADTU regi ons-branches

the i ssue of attendance by mal e and/or female

educat ors be deci ded upon

SADTU further demands:

an imredi ate end to discrimnation agai nst wonen

t eachers;

- imediate full parity in salaries between nen and
Wonen;

i Mmediate full maternity benefits for all wonen

t eachers;

- imediate full paid accouchenent |eave for al

women teachers;

and further SADTU rejects Mnister Gene Louw s

recent announcenent of salary parity at all levels

and demands i mredi ately the inplenentation of a

basi ¢ m ni mum wage for all teachers.

Mover : Cde NK CGovind; Seconder

Carried by a large majority.

16. PROGRAMVE COF ACTI ON

It is hereby stated that SADTU believes in pursuing a
Programme of Action with clearly stated short term
and long termgoals and therefore resolves the foll ow ng:
Short Term

to imedi ately get recognition fromthe Mnister

of National Education as the only teachers’ union
representing teachers on a non-racial, national basis.
This recognition will include the acceptance of stop
order facilities,

to recruit nenbership for SADTU and organise it

i nto branches and regi ons,

to launch regional structures.

-- to elect office bearers

- to enpl oy branch/regi onal organisers

Long Term

7- to organise a canpaign for 3 Teachers Bill of Rights
and a Teachers’ Charter

- to build the Union on all fronts and pursue the ains
and objectives of the Constitution.

Mover: Cde NK CGovi nd; Seconder

Carried Unani nously.

Cde A Jessa

17. BANTUSTAN EDUCATI ON

I n recogni sing that Bantustan education is designed to
entrench racist and inferior education for a great
percent age of the people of South Africa, this Congress
resolves to strive for the dissolution - eradication of
Cde V d ark.
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18.

19.

20.

Mot i on

Bant ust an educati on and denands the incorporation of
such former Bantustan education into a unitary
education systemfor all South Africans.

Mover : Cde Jessa; Seconder : Cde L Green. Carried
Unani nousl y.

REPEAL OF THE EDUCATI ON ACT

Noting that the aforenentioned issue is nerely
synptonmatic of the bankruptcy of Apartheid Education
this Congress calls for the repeal of the racist Education
Acts in order to address the root cause of the existing
di screpancies in the education system

Mover: Cde J Canbell; Seconder

Carried Unani nously.

Cde L Faragher.

NEW TEACHERS W THOUT POSTS

SADTU not i ng:

1. that many newly qualified teachers will not have
posts in 1991,

2. the overcrowded conditions in our classroons,



3. the nunber of children not receiving any education
Demands

That all newly qualified teachers be givenposts in 1991
Mover : Cde L Faragher; Seconder : Cde Y Gabru

Carried Unani nously.

OTHER MOTI ON DI SCUSSED

20.1 POSI TI ON OF TEMPORARY TEACHERS

In response to the hundreds of temporary teachers,
national ly, facing displacenment at the end of this year
together with the lack of posts for those already
unenpl oyed and those prospective teachers who will
find extreme difficulty in confirmng enploynent for
1991, SADTU DEMANDS

1. The scrapping of tenporary status be negoti at ed.

2. Permanent jobs for all qualified teachers and that
the said qualifications be determ ned by SADTU

3. Permanent jobs for all unqualified teachers already
in posts and those unenpl oyed, with the proviso that
such teachers be given the opportunity to conplete

the necessary qualifications over a stipulated and
reasonabl e peri od determ ned by SADTU and t hat

such educators be given financial assistance to

i nprove their qualifications.

4. The right of teachers to remain in their current
posts OR to select a post el sewhere.

5. The scrapping of the Education Bulletin Systemin
order to achi eve pernanency.

6. That the terns of probation, if any, be scrapped.
not adopted but referred to NEC for inmedi ate

action.



| NAUGURAL ADDRESS BY THE PRESI DENT OF

SADTU _ CDE S. MDLADLANA

Ladi es and gentl enen, friends conrades and fell ow conpat -
riots, | greet you one and all in the name of our SADTU. |
thank you for having confidence in nme particularly because

am an ordinary primary school teacher (Ndi phuma phaya

phakat hi kongwenye). | now agree to be your servant

because | know that |eadership is responsibility not power. It
is willingness to do the job. My life is in your hands. It is you
who are going to give us direction. | amgoing to be like a
taxi driver - Tell ne your destination, I'll take you there. W
will not be strong it you are not going to be our power base.
It is you who nmust lift us when we falls Be open to us because
constructive criticismis good.

We are grateful indeed to the African National Congress
because it is themwho took this initiative at a time when our
i beration novenents were banned in this country. ATASA

knew about the involvenent of the ANC, TASA knew about

their invol venent, UTASA knew, NEUSA knew, WECTU

knew, DETU knew EDASA knew, ECTU knew, PTU

PTL- a- NATU and NTS knew. There were no questions about

the invol venent of the ANC. The watershed speech of the

de Klerk reginme in February 1990 nade peopl e consci ous

about their ideology, even those who had forgotten about

their ideologies. At this juncture I want you conrades to give
the Deputy President of the ANC and the ANC a big round

of appl ause for taking boldly and uncowardly the initiative

of uniting all teachers in this country.

SADTU is aware that the ANC all ows no organisation to
affiliate to it. SADTU is not going to affiliate to the ANC
One joins the ANC as an individual. | hope that is clear to al
of us. W al so express our sincere thanks to the WCOTP,

AATO and ZI MTA for being hel pful to us. Your presence

has bestowed on SADTU the historic title of ONE

NATI ONAL TEACHERSI UNION in this country. W are

very proud and grateful to the giant federation of workers in
this country, the Congress of South African Trade Union
(COsATU). Many peopl e are asking about our invol verment

wi th COSATU. According to the Harare Accord COSATU

was given a nmandate by all teacher organisations who were
present in Harare i to facilitate the Unity process. Qur
relations therefore with Cosatu were as a result of that
mandat e. Thank you COSATU for doing your duty effia

ciently. You are indeed a giant. Qur future relations will be
deci ded by the nenbership. SADTU is a denocratic Union

(SADTU is not going to be bureaucratic). Qur nenbers will

deci de.
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We want those not yet in (particularly the Afrikaans speaking
VWi te teacher organisations) to know that our doors are open.
It is their denocratic right to be in or out but they have been
invited. Only TTA and NTS participated in our foruns. They
nust al so know that one of our ainms is to eradicate apartheid
in education. Those who 00 not have now want to have.

They rmust al so know that it is the National CGovernnment and
its allies that are responsible for the disastrous situation
in education. The Government has shown us the | anguage

that they understand. SADTU has the interest of the child at
heart. That is why we will strive for the establishnent of
SRC s and PTSA's in our schools.

This interest has been proved by nmass actions that have been
taken by those organi sations that were affiliated to the

NTUF. The demand for imedi ate addressi ng of t heappal | i ng
conditions in schools eg. overcrowdi ng, high pupil-teacher

rati o, resources to teach, shortage of schools - is proof that
we have the interest of the child, the parent, the school and
the country. The present regines’ ears are deaf _, so they

require the strongest possible action in order to neet our
demands :

- for too I ong we have been divided by apartheid

- for too Iong we have been taken for granted



- for too Iong we have been calling for one system

of education

-for too long we practiced multiracialism -

Nor t Raci al i sm Now

The only structures we will participate in are our people’s
structures. We will only participate as |aw abiding citizens in
a unitary South Africa where there will be ONE PERSON

ONE VOTEI W will achieve these goals if we are together

with the struggling oppressed masses of this country. W
cannot afford to be divided anpbngst ourselves. The ongoi ng
crisis in education wants us to speak with a strong united
voi ce. SADTU is that voice

I n conclusion, Conrades, | want to quote fromthe speech of
Presi dent Robert |Viugube : I'If yesterday | fought you as an
eneny, today you have become a friend with both the sane
national interests, loyalty, rights and duties as nyself. If
Yest erday you hated nme, today you cannot avoid the |ove

that binds you to ne and ne to you"
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ADDRESS BY THE PRESI DENT OF WCOTP

CDE MARY F UTRELL

What a wonderful day this is and it is ny distinct pleasure to
be here and to be part of this historic celebration as we
cel ebrate the |l aunching of the South African Denpcratic
Teachers Union. On behalf of the 13 million nmenbers of the
Worl d Confederation of Organisations of the Teaching

Profession, | bring greetings to all South African Teachers.
SADTU may today be the youngest Union in the Nation, but

it soon will be the biggest, it will be the strongest and the
nost unified Union in South Africa. It will be a Union which

represents not only the Bl ack Teachers and the " Col oured"
Teachers and the I ndian Teachers but eventually it wll
represent the Wiite teachers in South Africa as well. |
believe that it is only a natter of time before you represent
every single teacher in this country. And just as a nation

di vided unto itself cannot stand, a profession divided unto it-
sel f cannot stand, and those who are waiting, waiting for an-
ot her day, waiting for a better tinme, and waiting to see if
SADTU is going to thrive, need not wait any |onger; because
SADTU is here to stay, and today you have a 100 000

menbers and | predict that by 1995 you will have over

250 000 menbers anong your masses. WCOTP will be there

with you every single step of the way.

The journey which has culmnated in your presence here at
this time and place in history has not been an easy one. It has
been a long, hard struggle, but you have persevered. It has
been a struggle filled with harassnent as nmany of you had
gone to jail. You have suffered beatings, you ve |ost your

j obs and sonme anpbng you have died, but your spirit was

never broken. It has been a struggle filled with frequent
attenpts to discredit your |eaders and to shut down your

Uni ons. But your faith in true Unionismand in teacher Unity
has prevailed stronger than it was before. It has prevailed
because you believed, and you refused to bow down to
apartheid. You refused to | ose sight of your ultimte goa
and that is the unification of all teachers in. South Africa
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and the guarantee that every child in this country, regardless
of race and regardl ess of soci oecononic status, that every
child in this country will have access to the best education
whi ch you can give . Not 50%, not 75% but 100% of the
children in this cou ntry.

And because of your unswerving and courageous commt-

inent to these goals, as well as the rioals of social justice and
and the elimnation of apartheid, WCOTP del egates committed
the Confederation to contribute working with you the
Teachers of South Africa, primarily through ATASA, as you
nove determ nedly to achi eve your agenda. For the |ast three
years, WCOTP has worked wi th ATASA and UTASA under

the effective guidance of COSATU to achi eve true Teacher
Unity. And again, tenacity and perseverence have paid off

and because of your determ nation to stand up for what you
beli eve, the principle of free independent unioni sm and
quality education for all Citizens in South Africa you have
again won the respect of teachers and their unions through-
out the world. And that WCOTP organi sati ons have not

only denonstrated their solidarity with you, because of

their fundanental belief in the justice of your struggle,

but the confederation and its menber organi sati ons have
repeat edl y denonstrated convictions that the achi evenent

by South African teachers of a united non-racial teacher

uni on represents a magnificent step forward in that struggle.
And that is why WCOTP nmenber organi sations in Australia,
Canada, Engl and, Finland, France, Scotl and, Norway, Sweden
the United States of America as well as WCOPT itself have
contributed full funding to this rally and when you asked us



for help we were there, and we didn't cone after the fact.
were there when you needed us the nost and that was at the
begi nni ng. When you said we need you to help us to work
with us, we did not say, "What commitnents do we get for
hel ping you " W said, |’'Wat do you need us to do in order
to get you unified and to get you started?" And our
conmitment to you was not just for this meeting; our

Ve



conmitrment to you is to the point where you' ve achieved
unity, not only within the Union, but within South Africa
itself.

WCOTP and its 189 nenber organi sations fromnore than

120 countries stand with you in solidarity as you continue
your struggle to be free. Free fromviolence and free from
exploitation, free fromfear and free fromintimdation. And
usual |y we speak of violence only when it has reshaped
physical extreme. But it is also violence when children are
dyi ng of malnutrition and when housing is scarce and when
health care is inadequate and when unionismis not free. And
we know that when teachers are not given adequate training,
when you’'re not given adequate material and time to truly
teach, and when you’'re given class sizes that are just abSO
lutely incredible. W know that, that is viol ence because
children are deprived the opportunity to develop to their ful
potential. And we know that when teachers are not paid

prof essi onal salaries or when they are told that because they
are Bl ack, or Indian or 'Coloured’, or because they are female
that they will only get a fraction of what white teachers get,
that is unadulterated unmtigated discrimnation. And we
know t hat when funds for education are distributed in such a
way as to nurture inequality and quality educationa
opportunities are denied to all children and they cannot go
to school. We know that that is profane and it is wong. W
know a nation which robs any of its children the right to a
quality, free public education is denying its own future.
Children are for every nation and the future and there are

no exceptions. And that is what this struggle has been and is
all about. It is not sinply about liberating the teachers of
South Africa, but also about liberating the children

Li berating them fromignorance, fromfear, from honel ess-
ness and from hunger. It is about enpowering the people of
the world through quality education. And it is indeed a

struggl e.
Frederick Douglas, the abolitionist and the Gvil R ghts
| eader in the United States said, . . those who profess to

agitate for freedomw thout the struggle want the rain wth-
out the thunder and the |ightning. They want the ocean

wi thout the awful roar of its waters and they want the crops
wi t hout the ploughing of the fields". In other words, you
cannot be free unless you are willing to be part of the struggle.
We understand that the reason that the people do not want

you to get a quality education is because they know that
education is power. And they know that it is |liberating, but
you cannot allow themto succeed. You nust nmke sure that
every child in your classroomreceives the best education you
can possibly give and we know that in today’'s world, especially
with all the geo-political changes and the grow ng inpact of
technol ogy, that no nation will survive econonmically, or
politically.

Teachers united everywhere nust be in the forefront to get
the nessage across to the | eaders and to the citizens of our
respective countries that we will not sit back, we will not

al l ow anyone to turn us around. Some of you m ght say,

Mary how do you know that this can succeed?l know because

| amfroma country which had a systemvery much like

yours. And we stood up, and we fought and we said, "Ain't
nobody gonna turn us around,"” And today we have one

systemin our country. And today the union to which

bel ong was al so a divided union and we are now the | argest,
the nmost powerful union in the USA. And | believe that sane
victory will be yours, but you have to stand together and you
have to stand shoul der to shoul der and you cannot |et any-
one divide you, not anyone. Teachers united nust be ful
partners and not spectators in any effort to revise teacher
preparation progranmes in any efforts to revise your salary
schedul e any efforts to develop a rigorous curriculum for

all students or to restructure the schools. And any effort to
do so nmust result in one syztemnot a dual system for the
children of this country. SADTU |i ke WCOTP st ands ready



and willing to work with all who want to achi eve the goals
whi ch you’' ve outlined. Iwant you to agree to do so as strong
uni oni sts, as nmen and women wor ki ng side by side and, as

you nove forward, |ook within yourselves and within

SADTU. Look within yourselves individually and collectively
to envi sage what you want this Union to be.

And renenber that this Union nust represent all of you, nen
and worren, | eaders and nenbers, as trade unionists working
to create a nore just, a nore humane society for everyone.
One which is free of apartheid which will represent everyone
who lives here. It neans | eadership which always reflects
the diversity of its nenbership. It means a | eadership which
cannot go out and talk of equality but not have equality
inside its own ranks. It means wonen being in | eadership
roles, just like men. Never forget who you are and never
forget the denocratic principles and the goal s upon which
SADTU has been founded. And today there is victory,

there is unity for SADTU, tonmorrow there will be victory

and unity for South Africa. God Bless you and Good Luck
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ADDRESS BY CDE TOM BEDI AKQ

SECRETARY GENERAL - ALL AFRI CAN TEACHERS

ORGANI SATI ON ( AATO

Conr ade Chairperson, distinguished del egates and conrades,

on behalf of the Al African Teachers Organi sati on (AATO

and the Organisation of African Trade Union Unity (QATUU)

The Pan African Labour Myvenment for Wrkers in menber

states of QAU and recogni sed Liberation novenents, | have

the singul ar honour and privilege to bring warm and sincere
greetings to you del egates and all teachers in South Africa on
this historic occasion, the |aunch of a nonrracial Teachers
Uni on - SADTU. AATO and OATUU congratul ates the

mlitant teachers of South Africa and especially nenbers of
the Teachers Organi sati ons who have comm tted thensel ves

to the Unity of Teachers and workers, the struggl e agai nst
apartheid and the devel opnent of denocratic relevant and

pur posef ul educational systemas well as the inprovenent of
the soci o-econoni c conditions of teachers in South Africa

and Africa in general

The All African Teachers Organisations is proud to have been
associ ated with your endeavours to unite teachers for no

nati on can ever rise above its educational systemand it is an
undeni abl e fact that the quality of any educational system
in any given society depends to a large extent on the quality
of teachers. But the quality of teachers al so depends on the
quality of the teachers organisations as well as the |evel of
consci ousness of the | eadership at all levels and the entire
nmenber shi p.

The Chai rperson, del egates and the teachers of Africa assure
menbers of SADTU of our unflinching support and co-

operation in your continuous efforts to unite and liberate the
m nds of all teachers to enable themplay positive roles in
the Liberation of the m nds of children, the nbst precious
assets of every nation. W are with you in yourjust struggle
against "man’s inhurmanity to man" as well as the struggle
agai nst apartheid and all fornms of discrinmnation

The AATO and OATWU are convinced that with the united

front, the teachers and other workers in South Africa can
make a nmeani ngful contribution to the building of a just and
humane society in a new South Africa. Let us renenber at

all times that "we live to teach and we do not teach to live."

To all teachers of all races who are still sitting on the fence
and are yet to join SADTU, | say join your colleagues now
because the fence will soon give way.

The struggle of teachers for quality education and inproved
condi tions of service continues. United we stand, divided we
fall.

Dr Nkrumah, the first president of Ghana, on the 6th March
1957 said: ' The independence of Ghana is meani ngl essunl ess
it islinked with the total liberation of Africa".

To you conrades, Iwish to assure you that to us the indepen-
dence and devel opnent of a teachers organisation in Africa
will not be conplete unless the apartheid education structures
are conmpletely dismantl ed and replaced by a non-racia
denocrati c educati on system desi gned by the people for the
peopl e and control |l ed by the peoples

WE SHALL OVERCOVE

WE SHALL OVERCOVE
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ADDRESS BY THE PRESI DENT OF SADTU - CDE S.

VDLADL ANA
Ladi es and gentl ermen, conrades, friends and fell ow conpat -
riots, | welcone you all in the nane of the South African

Denocratic teachers’ Union. It is indeed a singular honour
for me to extend our revolutionary greetings to the parti-
cipants in this unique and historical event in South Africa
the | aunch of SADTU.

We extend a special welcome to our fell ow conrades who

have honoured and graced this occasion i.e. WOIP, | FFTU,

AATO, ANC, COSATU etc. Your presence here | ends an

added dimension to this encounter. You have indeed bestowed
on SADTU the historic title of ONE National Teachers

organi sation in South Africa. W in SADTU acknow edge

that fact with pride. Your participation does not only under-
line the unity of purpose anong all teachers, patriots and
denocrats of our country, but it also puts into sharper focus
the great challenges that all of us face in the endeavour to
cl eanse our country of the ideology and practice of apartheid
col oni alism

We, as teachers, are grateful and thankful to those who
support our struggle for our liberation in this country. W
want the world to know that our education systemis stil
fully entrenched in apartheid. We still have 17 education
departrments in this country. W sometines wonder about

what President de Klerk neans when he says the conditions

in this country are irreversible. W want President Bush and
the world to know that conditions in our schools are not
showi ng that irreversibility. W believe that sanctions nust
remain intact until our |iberation novenents deci de other-

wi se. The noney that is presently controlled by the South
African Governnment is being stolen especially in the Depart
ment of Education and Training. We are used to the sl ogan
“"there is no noney" in DET circles. One wonders where do
they get the so many mllions of rands that they have stolen
if there is no noney in the Departnment of Education and
Training. Wiilst the officials are m smanagi ng funds we are
runni ng short of schools; even those that are there are not
properly maintai ned.

Overcrowding is very rife and yet many teachers are

unenpl oyed. Even those enpl oyed have no resources to

teach. Therefore it is hard to understand and to believe this
irreversibility of Government De Klerk. Qur conrades,

friends and brothers are still toiling in prison. Conrades
like Maharaj are still detained in terms of section 29 of the
Internal Security Act. W are still waiting for the return of
exiles. We still have a security systemthat is under both the
SAP and SADF

The present crisis in Education is a matter of grave concern.
Those in authority in this present government are thwarting
the back to school canpaign. There are schools who have just
recei ved prescribed books for Std. 10. This is going to result
in ahigh failure rate again. W want our children to learn
because we know that education is inmportant. Qur cadres in

MK have only been given the basic nmilitary training. In our
country we will need a conventional arny that is going to be
able to conpete with any defence force in the world. An

arny that is able to use sophi scated weapons. How do we

achi eve that goal w thout proper education

Qur primary aimis one system of education that is denocratic,
non-raci al and non-sexist. We believe that it is the government
of the people that can achieve that goal. W need fundamenta
change. Qur experiences have shown that the tricaneral
education systemwi |l not die without being killed. It has to
be renpved by the conbined forces of teachers. W constitute
an advance of the ainms of the national denocratic revolution.
The reason why we experience difficulties is because our
present education departments are arrogant. It is you masses
of teachers who can put an end to this arrogance. W nust
prepare ourselves. W nmust be ready to be offensive and not



defensive. Unity, Organisation and Struggle should be our

wat ch words.

Teachers nust see thensel ves as one. W nust be one famly
under SADTU and we invite even those outside the house to

come in.



Let us join hands in our struggle to renove the shackl es of
oppression. SADTU is also fully prepared to fight for bread
and butter issues because we know that these issues will unite
teachers, and not ideol ogy. W nust struggle as fromnow to
unite teachers under one banner. It is action that unites
peopl e not rhetoric. W must organise and nobilise our forces
now in order to fight vigorously for the plight of tenporary
teachers. The M nister of National Education has said that he
knows no teachers who are tenporary. Let us prove to him

that there are many. Even if we go to Louw tonorrow, if

you as teachers do not use your power effectively on the
ground, such exercise would prove fruitless. W nust also
fight for the rights of our wonmen ie. equal pay for equa

wor k.

No manna will come from heaven. Teachers in the past

waited in vain for this nanna. Instead they were seen as part
of the system Many teachers died because of this reactionary
attitude and their bed mates (DET) never protected them

We are sick and tired of being loyal to these Departnents
because it is loyalty that has brought us nisery and suffering.
We are tired of slogans |ike "be careful of biting the hand
that feeds you" and "Half a loaf is better than no bread"; W
want the whol e | oaf!

Teachers are seeing thensel ves as part of the broader de-
nocratic struggles and are therefore part and parcel of the
conmunity. You are therefore accountable to the comunity

you serve. You nmust be loyal to it. If the conmunity is on
fire teachers will suffer from burns and suffocation. SADTU
wi Il therefore need teachers whose fingers are on the pul se of
the nation. SADTU needs responsible, comrtted and
account abl e teachers who will be under the care and discipline
of SADTU-teachers who understand that there is no

di fference between discipline and mlitancy.

Forward to Denocratic Control of Education

Forward to a single Education Departnent!

Forward to a New Sout h Africal

Forward to a Constituent Assenbly!

ADDRESS BY THE REPRESENTATI VE OF | FFTU - CDE

WOUTER VAN DER SCHAAF

The International Federation of Free Teachers Unions,

| FFTU, sal utes SADTU. On behalf of the IFFTU | congratu-

| ate you on the launch of the non-racial teachers union which is
so deeply rooted in South African education. It is the only

or gani sati on whi ch organi ses workers in education on
denocratic and non-racial principles.

The | FFTU conpri ses teacher trade unions fromall over the
worl d. The | FFTU represents over seven mllion teachers.

They come from Chile and Czechosl ovaki a, from Germany

and Zambia. Fromall continents. And they all stand for

free i ndependent trade unions. And all stand for solidarity
bet ween wor kers what ever profession they have, nationally

and internationally.

Because we firmy believe that teachers are part and parcel of
the broad | abour novenent, are part and parcel of inter

nati onal comunity of workers. That is where our strength
lies: unity anobngst teachers and unity anongst all workers.
The [ aunching of SADTU is a historic mlestone in the history
of teacher trade unionismin South Africa, SADTU shows

that the chalk is mghtier than the sword. Your action, your
work will show the racist reginme that you will liberate this
society fromthe evil of apartheid; liberate South Africa from
the chains of raci smand sexi sm

SADTU is to play a vital role in the liberation struggle. W
all know that this struggle is not over. Wen De Klerk says
that the steps taken are irreversible, we do not buy that. The
i nternational trade union novenent, the | FFTU, stresses

that sanctions nust be maintained.

We all know that education is the nost val uabl e invest ment

for the future of any nation. Good education opens the gates
to liberation. MIlions of the working class are in desperate
need of good education. Here in the mddle of Soweto



hundreds of thousands of children have no bright future
because of |ack of education. A responsible governnent

whi ch takes the future of a nation seriously nust invest in
educati on.

The | FFTU support SADTU fully in the liberation struggle.
The | FFTU does so in the know edge and conviction that we
as teachers are workers. W have our roots in the working
cl ass and never should we al eniate oursel ves fromthese
roots.

Cctober 6 will not only live on as international teachers day,
but will also live on in our mnds and hearts as SADTU day.
One country, one teacher trade union

One country, one federation.
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ADDRESS BY THE PRESI DENT OF THE BOTSWANA

TEACHERS UNI ON (BTU) - CDE L.G MOTHUS

On behal f of about 5000 nenbers of the BTU which nakes

up 40% of the teaching population in Botswana, and on ny

own behal f, | bring you fraternal greetings and nessage of
goodwi | I on the occasion of the inauguration of SADTU

It is with heartfelt gratitude that the Botswana Teachers’

Uni on has been invited to this historic occasion, the |aunching
of a unified and united front of all teachers in South Africa
uni npeded by race, colour nor religion, W all wish for its
success and sustainability.

The BTU had hosted seminars that had to do in sone way
towards achi eving the goal that is now being acconplished in
the denocratic unity of teachers’ organisations in South
Africa. W as the BTU feel a great sense of fulfilnent that
our small contribution as host has hel ped SADTU cone to

what it is today.

It is worth noting that South African teachers who were
educated and trained in South Africa have nadea trenendous
contribution to the devel opment of education in Botswana

and to BTU itself. Some are still doing so, now as citizens of
that country. We are very grateful for their contribution
When our organi sation was founded in 1937, qualified

teachers of that time had been trained either in South Africa
or Lesotho. They were very good teachers. The nanme was
Bechuanal and African Teachers’ Association and the majority
of its founders were South Africans.

During 1962741965 t he organi sation went through a trans.
formation in order to align itself with new political events of
that tinme. We were quite vociferous and thought of operating
as a trade union rather than an associati on and actually
changed the original nane to that of BTU. But we were

advi sed that trade uni onismwoul d deny us the professiona
rol e of advising Governnent on matters of educational policy
and devel oprment. 80, we abandoned the intention to register
as a trade union but retained the name, BTU, with the | ast
word "Union" connoting unity of all levels and sectors of
education. The principle of working together wthout regard
for level has so far worked well for BTU though now we have
two other registered organisations with a strong sectora

bi as.

I wish to underline that during the transition, again the
majority of South African teachers were in the executive

of the new BTU. Here | wish to make a special nention of

M Philip Matoane who is still remenbered with envy and
respect as being the unrivalled and illustrious |eader during
those trying times. He was a South African

By this submission | want to argue that South Africans
possess the capacity as effective catalysts to deternine their
own destiny and direct their own future including education.
They have made a good start by initiating, through the

assi stance of WCOTP, the denocratic unity.

I wish to congratul ate teachers of South Africa for being
anong the first to forman organi sation that seeks to

acconplish unity and denocracy. | wish to believe that this
initiative is well placed in the sense that teachers, being the
nost literate group in society are still the best people to

pi oneer things, while others should follow.

| want to believe also that the new denocratic organi sation
will take the lead in subsequent reforns especially deter-

m nation of the type and quality of education including
peace education in South Africa.

Finally, 1 wish to take this opportunity to wi sh this deno-
cratic union of teachers a worthwhile success in their trade
uni on and prof essi onal endeavour

Long |ive SADTU
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ADDRESS BY

CDE MAGARETA AXGLL - SWEDI SH

TEACHERS UNI ON

It is a great pleasure for me to convey to all of you the best
greetings fromyour Swedish Coll eagues and fromthe two
teachers uni ons, Svenska Fackl ararforbundet and Svengis

Tar skf or bund.

It is also a great honour for me to be with you personally in
your own country at this inportant event. This is the first
time a representative fromthe Swedi sh Teachers Union is in
Sout h Afri ca.

The two teacher Unions have during the years been very

deeply engaged in the situation in South Africa and we have
in our way tried to make contributions to the struggl e agai nst
apartheid and for a denocratic devel opnent in South Africa
about teacher unity.

The two Swedi sh teachers unions have al so decided to nerge
and from 1 January 1991 we will forma new teachers’ union

in Sweden with 180,000 nenbers. We will have our inaguara
congress in the same month as you - on 23-24 Cctober. But

| would like to nention that our merging process has taken

al nost 20 years.

And that is the reason why we are so inpressed by the way
you have managed to create teacher unity. Your process
started in April 1988 and today you are | aunching the South
African Denocratic Teachers Union

We believe that Teacher Unity is of vital inportance for the
teachers and for the devel opment of education in a country.
We are convinced that South Africa Denocratic Teachers

Union will play a historic role in the devel opnment of a non
raci al and denocratic South Africa.

| can assure you that the New Teachers’ Union in Sweden

will continue to support the South African Teachers and the
Sout h African Denocratic Teachers Uni on.

solidarity between teacher

Long live internationa

or gani sati ons.

ADDRESS BY THE PRESI DENT OF THE CONGRESS OF

SQUTH AFRI CAN STUDENTS ( COSAS)

Conr ades and Friends -

We bring to you warm fraternal, sincere and revol utionary
greetings on behalf of the entire student youth under the
banner and the | eadership of COSAS

This historic formati on of one teacher union under the name
of SADTU is a fulfilnment of our |ong hope and aspiration

of one teacher organisation which we hope to join forces
with in our struggle for the creation of a non-racial and
denocrati c educati on under one education departnment. CQur
revol uti onary struggl e waged by our toiling nasses at al
fronts and in all sectors of our community have managed to
produce dynam ¢ and powerful organisations that have
occupied a centre stage in the political scenario of our
country. These organi sations have taken the revol utionary
banner of non-racial denbcracy to its highest nomentum

As a rudi mentary weapon of one of the mmjor social forces in
the education struggle Le. teachers, SADTU is expected to
take the sane position that have been occupi ed by other
soci al groups in education |ike students under the banner and
auspices of COSAS. It nust also be noted that education is
one of the primary terrains where our people would be able
to advance their just cause. It is also a terrain that has the
potential to liquidate and dim nish the people’s revolution.
Conrades, it is true to say that teachers as workers and pro-
fessi onal s have been used by the apartheid institution as a
tool of entrenching and indoctrinating racismand discrimna-
tion. The teachers are also the sane people who are supposed
to fight at all costs and take that unhealthy and i nhumane
system out of our people. That necessarily neans that
teachers remain as one of the crucial conponents in the reali-
sation of a people’ s education as a systemfor the attai nment
of people’s power.



Conr ades, as you are neeting here today to witness this
historic event of the formation of a single non-racial and a
gi ant teacher union, we remain convinced that this is not the
begi nning and not an end, but a reflection of the ongoing

and unfolding tradition of the education struggles. It is those
struggl es whi ch have managed to pl ace teachers at a specific
strategic position in the theatre of struggle. W are now able
to identify one of the building blocks in the struggle for
peopl e’ s education, for people’ s power and the creation of
PTSA's in our school s.

We, the energetic student youth in the country, would like to
warmy wel cone the teachers as a social force to the nationa
political scene of the South African revolution and we want

to say that the building of an organi sation rmust not be
under st ood as an event but as an unfol ding process involving
contradiction. SADTU is now being born in the crucible of

the revolution for the creation of a new society in South
Africa and to produce a new humankind in South Africa.
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ADDRESS BY THE REPRESENTATI VE OF THE NAM BI A

NATI ONAL TEACHERS UNI ON ( NANTU)

Conr ade Chairperson, Conrades and Friends -

On behal f of nore than 80%f the entireteaching popul ation
and the newly born Nam bian community at |arge, NANTU
extends its revolutionary salutations and fraternal greetings
to this inportant and historic |aunching Congress.

NANTU wel comes the nove taken by the mpjority of the
denocratic and progressive mnded Teachers’ Uni ons,

Associ ations, O ganisations and Individuals, who have seen it
fit to go beyond the nere chanting of slogans about unity,
and enbar ked upon the creation of a vanguard and formni dabl e
teachers union.

NANTU believes this act shall serve to positively negate the
di vi si on, pseudo-unity, selfishness, hatred and m strust that
have been sown by the evil system of Apartheid for centuries.
NANTU hails you for your courage and vision for having

taken this patriotic and revolutionary nove of uniting the
majority of teachers in your country.

We nust however rem nd you of the enormpus chall enges

that you shall have to face to sustain this unity. This unity
should not be an end in itself, it must be a neans, a vehicle
and a tool to bring about the genui ne denocracy in the
education system and inprovenent in the living conditions

of your menbers, and that of the comunity you serve and

of which you are part and parcel

We nust warn you however that while working hard to
denocrati ze the education systemand inprove the living and
wor ki ng conditi ons of your nenbers, you must not be
detracted fromthe noble duty and task of ridding your
country of the apartheid evil.

We urge you to devise ways and nmeans in which together

wi th the genuine progressive forces in your country, you are
going to denocratize your society and all its institutions.
Such a rel ationship should never be taken for granted, but it
must be clearly defined.

A teachers’ Union cannot be neutral

You nust clearly state where you stand with regard to the
politics of your country. NANTU al so had to nake a choi ce.

We choose freedom and i ndependence of our country. And
therefore NANTU identified with the only progressive,

l'i beration movenment 7 SWAPO OF NAM BI A

We are proud to state openly both at hone and abroad that

we hel ped bring about the political independence of our
country and the establishnent of a denocratic government.
These are sonme reflections, which as we think, can help us in
our deliberations through the whol e Congress. Mst probably,
many of these reflections will remain in the shadows of the
debat e, whenever we deal with various topics and resol utions
of your Congress.

Thank you.

| NTERNATI ONAL MESSAGES OF SUPPORT

ZI MBABWEAN TEACHERS ASSOCI ATl ON

The teaching fraternity conprising AATO congratul ates you

on the achieverment of this unity which is a worthwhile cause
for joy and cel ebrations.

Cel ebrations which are the cul m nation of tal ks and events
that date back years.

As we celebrate this unity, two things stand out clearly.
There has been give and take: A perfect recipe for unity. Al
del egat es shoul d receive special comrendation for their

val uabl e contribution towards this historic unity which

mar ks a high point of the beginning of this decade.

Finally, this unity is for the ultinmate benefit not only of the
teachi ng profession but also of South Africa and Africa as

a whol e.

Long live the South African Denocratic Teachers Union

T G MOLI FE

VI CE- PRESI DENT

| NTERNATI ONAL FEDERATI ON OF

SECONDARY TEACHERS



On the occasion of the launching cerenmony of the South

African Denocratic Teacher’s Union. | would like, on behalf

of the International Federation of Secondary Teachers

(F IPESG, extend to you our fraternal greetings and warnest
congratul ations.

F IPESO is a constituent federation of WCOTP in the frane-
work of which it represents the Secondary Teachers. Qur

menber organi zati ons have been for a long tine involved in

the international suppott to the struggle of the South African
peopl e agai nst apai thied. More specifically they have partici-
pated in several piogi’amres ained at strengthening teachers
organi zations and teachers unity in South Africa. | would

by this nessage confirmthat we will continue al ong these

gui del i nes and hope we WII| have nany occasions in the

future to cooperate with the South African Denocratic
Teachers’ Uni on

Loui s WEBER

FI PESO

20



SNES

We bring you warm and fraternal greetings of the 70 000
secondary school teachers, nembers of our Union - S.N E S
in France.

We deeply regret not ot be present at this historical congress,
which will realize teacher unity in South Africa; unity which
has been forged in action.

W wish to tell you how nuch we wel cone this unity.

A nore representative and stronger trade union is a precious
tool for teachers.

We all know about your struggle for the abolition of the
apartheid system and your conmitrment to a non-racia
denocratic education systemand to teachers’ dignity.

You can be sure that we will continue to support your fight
for human dignity, progress and freedom

Moni que VUAI LLAT,

Secretaire Generale.

Eugeni o BRESSAN

Secretaire Internationa

XXX

ABCP ( Net herl ands)

"The ABOP, the | argest teacher trade union in the Nether-

| ands, congratul ates the teachers of South Africa with the

I aunchi ng of SADTU

We congratul ate you and wi sh you a very successful congress.
We express the sincere wish that the future ties between
SADTU and the ABOP will be a long and | asting one.

El | a Vogel aar

Presi dent of ABOP

3663K

FEN

The Federation of National Education (FEN) the (First
Teacher’s union of FRANCE) is very happy by the creation

of a Teacher 5 union in South Africa.

Wsh long life for your new union.

Al ai n MOUCHOUX

Secretare Nationa

Rel ations | nternational es

THE EDUCATI ONAL | NSTI TUTE OF SCOTLAND

On behal f of the President and Council of our union, which
represents 45,000 teachers and lecturers in Scotland, | send
greetings to the historic launch of the South African
Denocratic Teachers Union

For many years, The Educational Institute of Scotland has
wor ked nationally, and internationally through the WCOPT,
for the defeat of apartheid and to pronpte trade union
organi sations and unity in your country.

JimMartin

General Secretary

390K

SANTA ROCSA

TEACHERS ASSCCI ATI ON

The Santa Rosa Teachers Association in solidarity with the
new South African Denocratic Teachers Uni on congratul ates
you in unifying the teachers organizations of South Africa.
We celebrate with you today this effort to bring a unifying
voice to the teachers in South Africa in order to inprove
education and the rights of your people. May this effort be
another step in bringing peace to your war torn country. W
support your efforts to make sure all people have a right to
an educati on.

George Prydz

Pr esi dent

XXX

OAJ - HELSI NK

We have in Finland followed with great interest the work you
have done to find a way to teachers’ unity in South Africa. It
is with joy we now send our warm and best w shes to your
first congress of a denocratic, non-racial teachers’ union in
the South African Republic. W are aware of all the problens
in the search for unity as we have passed that process in our



country too. But we al so know how strong the unified
teachi ng profession can be in building society, in safe-
guarding the interests of teachers and in the inportant
co-operation with other workers in the trade union centre.
OPETTAJI EN AMVATTI JARJESTO QAJ

Voi tto Ranne

Pr esi dent
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NEW ZEALAND EDUCATI ONAL | NSTI TUTE

(NZEI)

Congratul ations to you and all your nenbers in your brave

| aunch of the South African Denocratic Teachers’ Union
fromthe New Zeal and Educational Institute.

When we |istened to your story at WCOTP in Costa Rica we
appl auded your positive forward-thinking attitudes and we
began to understand how much work, discussion and risk

you had all undertaken to reach the stage you have at this
time.

Over recent years NZEI nenbers and the New Zeal and
conmunity as a whol e have been chall enged to provide
genui ne equal ity of educational opportunity for all our
children - girls as well as boys, Maori as well as those of
Eur opean descent. W have learnt much but there is still a
long way to go before we can all stand tall and proclaim
equality as a reality. So we understand a little of the nassive
chal | enges you face.

We are firmy conmmitted to the view that an effective fully
representative and denocratic uni on covering peopl e working
in education is an essential part of a strong high quality
public education system

NZEl ' s 18, 800 nenbers who work in the primary education
service join with ne in w shing you and your menbers al

the best for the future. Your menbers have a vital role to
play in the devel opment of a denocratic state where all are
equal regardl ess of the colour of their skin. Only fromthat
basis can high quality education for all South Africa’'s
children be assured.

Carol Pa rker

Pr esi dent

XXX

NORWEG AN UNI ON OF TEACHERS

Nor wegi an Uni on of Teachers sends warnest congratul ations
to the newy founded South African Denocratic Teachers’
Union (SADTU). We are proud that the fruit of your |abours
has led to the founding of a unified non-racial Teachers’
Organi zation in the spirit of the Teachers’ Solidarity and
Trade Uni oni sm

Per Wbei en
Pr esi dent
XXX

NATI ONAL UNI ON TEACHERS ( NUT)

The National Union of Teachers in England and Wl es send
fraternal greetings and Wsh every success on the occasi on of
the launch of the South African Denocratic Teachers Union
DOUG McAVOY

General Secretary

7)

NUFO

We followwith great attention and synpathy the birth of an
unitary non-racial teachers’ organisation in South Africa.

We wi sh you all the best for the launching and the future
wor k of the organisation

Karin Elizabeth Torp

I nternational Secretary

XXX

AVERI CAN FEDERATI ON OF TEACHERS

(AFT)

As President of the International Federation of Free Teachers
Uni ons and on behal f of the 750,000 | eaders and nemnbers

of the American Federation of Teachers, AFL-CLO [would

like to fully express our solidarity to the teachers of South
Africa, and to the organi zations represented at this unity
conference, as you nmove to forma single, unified teachers
uni on.

Trade union unity is crucial during this critical period of
what we hope will ampbunt to fundanmental political, socia

and econom ¢ change in South Africa. Wrkers nmust band
together to forma unified force and a strong, denocratic
institutional base that will lead to the death of apartheid and



the birth of a free and denocratic society in South Africa.
Unity is also crucial to redressing the multitude of social and
educational inequities suffered by teachers and students alike
under apartheid and to the achievenment of a quality
educational systemfor all South Africans.

W stand ready to assist the new SADTU i n any way possible.

Al bert Shanker

Presi dent

XXX

GEVWERKSCHAFT ERZI EHUNG UND

W SSENSCHAFT | M DEUTSCHEN GEWERK-

SCHAFTSBUND

On behal f of the executive board of the GEWwe w sh your

conf erence successful progress. W hope that the South
African Denocratic Teachers’ Union (SADTU) w |l becone

the strong base for the teaching profession for all teachers
irrespective of race, nation, gender or religion which is need-
ed in South Africa to establish a denocratic system of
education and science. W | ook forward to a successful

time of co-operation.

GEW Haupt vor st and

Steffen Vel zel



NATI ONAL MESSAGES OF SUPPORT

NATI ONAL EDUCATI ON HEALTH & ALLI ED

WOR KE RS UNI ON

( NEHAW)

On this historic day NEHAWJ woul d |ike to salute all who
attended this launch of the teachers organisation in South
Africa. Every denocrat is looking at this day with high
expectations and predictions which at the end of the day
woul d further our struggle for liberation

Let the banner of this new organisation fly high and | et
every teacher swell the ranks of this SADTU so that this
organi sation can grow and fight the reginme until the forma-
tion of a non-racial denocratic, compul sory, peoples educa-
tion in South Africa.

SI SA NJI KELANE

GENERAL SECRETARY

380%

NATI ONAL UNI ON OF SQUTH AFRI CAN

STUDENTS/ NATI ONALE UNI E VAN SUI D-

AFRI KAANSE STUDENTE

( NUSAS)

Teachers have a critical role to play in transform ng South
Africa s education fromone that arises froma racist and
colonial heritage to an education systemthat serves the
needs of the people.

Teachers need to be part of the process of building a people’s
education, and addressing the inbal ances caused by Bantu

and Christian National Education

The student organisations - Nusas, Sansco and Cosas - together
Wth SADTU, nust join forces, under the banner of the

NECC, to build people’'s education in a non-racial, non-
sexi st and denocratic South Africa.

Erica El k

Pr esi dent

NATI ONAL EDUCATI ON

COW TTEE

(NECO)

COORDI NATI NG

The National Education Coordi nating Committee wel cones

the formati on of a national unified teacher union in the form
of the South African Denocratic Teachers Union (SADTU).

The past fragnmentation of the teacher body posed great
[imtations in the role that teachers could play in the struggle
to conbat the effects of decades of Apartheid Education.

The formation of SADTU illustrates the commtnent of

teachers and educators to united action which both contests
present conditions, but also transforns education as envi saged
in the slogan and concept of People' s Education for People’'s
Power .

It is the NECC s belief that as an active component SADTU
will achieve its ains and through this process deepen and
further the education struggles and aspirations of the people
as a whol e.

FORWARD TO PEOPLE S EDUCATI ON

XXX

SCQUTH AFRI CAN YOUTH CONGRESS

( SAYCO

On behal f of the youth of our country we salute the education
and teacher formations that have marshall ed thensel ves into

a glorious and fighting formation of a section of our
revolutionary intelligensia. W salute you for the selfless and
daring actions you enbarked on at the beginning of this year
and during the course of the year which has been the nost
turbulent in the education struggles that our people have
waged.

SAYCO wi shes to reiterate the call that education and

teacher organi sati ons have nmade for one education depart -
ment for all the people of our country irrespective of race
col our or creed.

300K



UNI ON OF DEMOCRATI C UNI VERSI TY STAFF

ASSCC | ATI ON

(UDUSA)

UDUSA wel cones the formation of a unified union of

teachers and sends warm greetings to the |aunch of SADTU.
We know that teachers will play a crucial role in the struggle
to conbat the effects of decades of Apartheid education and
to build a new non-racial, denocratic education system
which will serve all our people.

Nico Cloete

General Secretary

300%

SQUTH AFRI CAN RAI LWAY AND HARBOUR

WORKERS UNI ON

( SARHW)

The Unity of purpose in action of the South African Denp-
cratic Teachers Union is a precondition for conpleting the

nati onal |iberation struggle. There should be no conpromni se
with a policy that divides people on racial and ethnic lines,
otherwise it will be a conprom se of the birth rights and

happi ness of the many for the few However, the i mediate

i ssue which now confronts you as educators and to which
special attention nust be paid, is your role in shaping the
education system of a post apartheid society.

396%

NATI ONAL OLYMPI C AND SPORTS CONGRESS

OF SOUTH AFRI CA

(NSQ)

The N. E.C of the National O ynpic and Sports Congress of
South Africa wish to add their support for your organisation,
on the inmportant occassion of your |aunch.

May your efforts to establish a truly nonaracial teachers
organi sations nmeet with the success they deserve.

For M hobi Tyanzashe

General Secretary

SACHED TRUST

| NCORPORATI NG TURRET CORRESPONDENCE

COLLECGE

The SACHED Trust salutes the South African Denocratic
Teachers Uni on on the occasion of its |aunch.

We believe that the formation of this union is a crucial step
in the reconstruction of education in our country. It is
teachers who have the task of rebuilding a culture of |earning
in our schools and our comunities. It is teachers who wll
shoul der the task of constructing and inplenenting a
curriculumfor denocracy in education.

Nati onal Working Committee

SACHED TRUST

XXX

UNI VERSI TY OF THE

WESTERN CAPE

The UWC Departnent of Didactics and Teaching Practice
believes that it shares a common political commtnent with
SADTU towards a society of critical reflection and action in
the process of building a non-racial, nonesexist, unitary,
denocratic South Africa.

Toget her with SADTU we focus on the role of education in
the continuing process of denocratisation.

W believe that teachers as transformative intellectuals have a
nmajor role to play in the transfromati on of South Africa
through the continued dialectic translation of thinking into
doi ng and doing into thinking in educational practice.

Dl RK MEERKOTTER

CHAI RPERSON

DEPARTMENT OF

PRACTI CE

DI DACTI CS AND TEACHI NG

XXX

24



SADTU, S NATI ONAL EXECUTI VE COW TTEE
OFFI CE BEARERS
SHEPHE RD MDLAD LANA
Pr esi dent

Cape Town

FRANK TONJENI

Vi ce- Presi dent

Port Elizabeth
RONNI E SWARTZ

Vi ceRPr esi dent
Johannesbur g
RANDALL VAN DEN HEEVER
General Secretary
Cape Town

HAROLD SAMUEL

Tr easurer

St anger

OTHER MEMBERS

| SMAI L VAD
Johannesbur g

PETER THI BA
Vryburg

YUSUF GAB R U

Cape Town

ANTHONY J. SWARTZ
Johannesbur g

MZI WODUMO DLI WAYO
East London

PETE R JAFTA

Bl oenf ont ei n
BUKHOSI B. MABANDLA
Macl ear

LYNETTE FARAGHE R
Cape Town

M CKEY Pl ERCE

Dur ban

BASI L MDEG E (Qbserver)
um azi
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POCBI E NAI CKER
Deputy President
Dur ban

G EO RG E STRAUSS
Vi ce- Presi dent

Cape Town

CURTI S NKONDO

Vi ce- Presi dent
Johannesbur g
THEMBELANI " THULAS" NXESI
Assi stant Secretary
Johannesbur g

NARSAI K. GOVI ND
Dur ban

Z. A. SENKHANE

Bet hel ehem
AVPI EW LLI AVS

Port Elizabeth
MPENDULO KUMALO
Pretoria

DUNCAN HI NDLE

Dur ban

SAM M NGCOLA
Alice

FUNDI LE NOONQQZA
East London

ANANDH H. RANMBARAN
Dur ban

THAM NMSELEKU
Pietermaritzbu rg
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Pras’ic/cnlial Address by (21v Shepard M/ ud/ana
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TOYl - TOvI

PREAMBLE TO THE SADTU CONSTI TUTI ON

We, teachers of South Africa, recognising that education is a
fundanental human right, and committed as we are to the end

of apartheid in education and the devel opnent of an education
systemwhich is the just expression of the will of the people,
hereby proclaimthe need for a single national teachersi union
in our |and.

We therefore adopt this Constitution, and in so doing dedicate
ourselves to the establishment of a South Africa in which the
doors of learning and culture shall be opened to all
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