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" The situation is full ofpromise for a major advance.Buti1ti:.= als111 11.111 111111.111..
And the key question facing all ofus ishow to guide the advan: 1111 1. 11 .11 1:111 1:111
ing into the trapsI

In general, there are two extreme positions
I - which spell danger’:._for the future of ourbt,

. struggle. The one is to maintain that nothing 11’
has really changed..~This would close our
minds to certain tactical readjustments need-
ed to build on the victories already scored.
The other is to exaggerate the meaning of the
changes. This could lead to an abandonment
or toning down of those aspects of our
strategy which made those victories possible
and which will lay the basis for the ultimate
victory. .

The need, therefore, .to reflect on the relation-
ship between our strategy'and tactics in our

developing situation has never been greater. It

calls for both flexibility and eIdherence to
principle.

It is plain that the regime' s tactical approach

has shifted. ItIS responding to mounting internal

struggle and external pressure and its failure to

contain and reverse the people‘s militancy. There
is, however. no doubt that, in all essential
respects, De Klerk's shift is designed to continue

old policies by other means But merely to say
this is not enough. In order 1c) assess the
significance of the shift for '01111 'own tactical
approaches we need to go further

Firstly, the fact that the regime is forced to
change course creates certain new conditions of

. struggle which cannot be ignored. Events have
,already shown that the'newmuans’Shave also
,opened new space for advance , .»

V .. ‘V, \ 11$‘1

q .

Secondly,we shou‘ld 11111 1111I 11 1 'I. ,1. 11111: H 11
enemy‘sinitiatives solely 1:1112: 1 ' 1 .-.~, 111:1.11-1

hasshownoverando31er1111111 11 11 «1111:.- 1»

results of an action 0111111 1111 1 111 1 1 1131-: ., 1

opposite of what was 11111211.1 1' "
In short, it is, abOve a 11, 1.111 1 1.1II::r':'-:.,"'1';1;1I-1'1

w111 playthe key rolei1 11111111111111111313111

Klerkstactica] readjust.?1111_111'1111 11,1 1111111111 111111

back or advancing 11111 1:a1111-,I.1.1V::1 111.11 '111
doubtedly makefu11‘11::'.e1111' 11:11: 1:111:11 111111.; 5:1 1 ' -

has Opened up. But in (10111151 :11 11' 11111::1'1'1 1 1
trapped into positions: 1.1.11111'11 111 .11 1.1111111 .1...

regime's hands. . ' '

What are the main danger 111111": r'11111 111111.: 1111

avoid them?

0 Wemustfrustratethe1"‘351'1111‘ :11113111111.1.111;...1

us into substituting ‘11111'11 1 1 1 1

active resistance. 1'11111 1 . 1

challenge. These 11.211.151.111: 11' 111 1111 1111:"'1 ,»

pursued with mo1ir111111:1'11 1 . :‘1 1 11111.: 111-1

be treated as alte1'11e'111’1/11 ;
O A new relationship is: 1:71:12 1. >1 11 a11'1I 1'1

emerge between'lnml :1111 1' 1' I ‘ ="-'11 .
thisshouldnottempt1.1311.11"1.!1111111111111—
line between the two The:111,111 of our leg11
work mtist make it less easy 1301 1111516gime to
‘justify’ going back to its prcwious positions.
At the same time, we must use the space won

and even expand it without burning our
strategicboats; Legal and illegal wort ate

, both separate ahCIl inter-connec::tedttenam: (1f

[1'1 " 1

111 1.

  



 

 

 

THE CONFERENCE INSEZHEI
A DEMOCRATIC FUT‘lifijllQl“

l ,
7

till:

The defiant mass struggles of the past months have now created even rm on » rt}; 'i'(')|l,[171:b7@ ("rtm-ditions for building the broadest anti-apartheid coalition. The Conferemge w n .21 I Jermm nticFuture (GDP) in December must mark another important step forward in thi 1? process:

But there have been debates and even tensions at
times about whom to include in the coalition. These
problems have often been caused by a failure to
understand the nature of a broad anti—apartheid coali-
tion. Such a broad coalition of necessity includes many
different forces. Many will have their own separate
agendas. But what is essential is that they should all
be united, not just in words, but actively in practice
on a oommon anti-apanheid platform.
The fundamental objective of the anti—apartheid

coalition is to strengthen the democratic forces and
to weaken the enemy to the maximum. This is done by:
O Mobilising the widest range of oppressed and

4 democratic South Africans.
.0 Winning over from the regime a sizeable section

of its own mass base. , .
0' Deepening the divisions within the ruling class.
To realise these objectives, the front needs to be as
broad as possible. Non—participation in government
structures is an important but not decisive criterion.
After all, we cannot ignore what has been happening
before ourlvery eyes in the last period.
White town councillors, mayors and parliamen— '

tarians have participated acti‘gely in legal and even
illegal mass defiance campaigns and "marches. Some
bantustan leaders are now taking far-reaching prac-'
tical steps to express their solidarity with the libera-
tion movement. At such a time, the abstract likes and
dislikes of certain small activist circles cannot be the
basis for deciding which forces should be included
in or excluded from the Conference for a Democratic
Future. At the same time we. ofCourse, have to draw
a line when it comes to those demagogues who have

_ no track record in the liberation struggle and who
merely want to jump on to the band wagon for per~

CDP’S SEVEN UNIPYING PERSPECTIVES
0 One person, one vote in a united democratic

country.
The lifting of the State of Emergency.
Unconditional release of all political prisoners.
Unbanning of all political organisations.
Freedom of association and expression.
Press freedom.
Living wage for all.

.v’t.‘ [in{S'Fi’tff\'k’i’ 51' ‘ft Till [SSUII'

sonal power gains.
A'conference like the CD? a 1' w .m m 1 "mt

focus and motivation for :1 WI) H3 : * a- ' MI W H
apartheid coalition is H‘l a w , i i r l" - ' mrcr—
cess. And. as a process 1: a v ~ . I M
Characteristics at diffrimi’lt ? . '1‘ '1 ~ “ M
places.

Thebuildingofabroacz‘ant wwi 3 1' ,1 val
level is often Unsundeltetooci I' t z: r- mm ‘1 i :.,1
tendency simply to com Mu»)? I w ~1 n w « ]v.
This does not mean that the. i 3 Iv l‘w ‘ m
apartheid task Within a pattIc-IM 1v ‘ii (3 w i !f 31'
campus is to echo the national .. 1;: i: l m t v- in
stance. a formal alliance betv e w EL mm 4 «:h
and halfadozen blackCionzattiouisw 5:? twlrw «z Wmts:
does not. in itself, make a very 21m imam Cum"; is
level anti-apartheid coalition. A n with m >19: me wm‘riq
ful campus coalition should. eml nt 2: ‘t 2 ; izarmlt-J. t lam; us.
workers. teaching and adminixh ltiw‘ slaf'l, Smilllllg
and cultural groups, and. ye: , a: :m the 1mm RC
activists.

Finally, it is essential that W (till this .. mass
character. TO be successful, I! t 11W : mmw l w m
agreement at the top lve-ttvraia t ; t i , , w: -:;,
And'here those formations virtJ‘ a r 2.“ ‘nglsw Ti 10
(Cosatu and UDF affiliates in parfln 11:11‘ihcws‘asparta]
responsibility. They must act 21:: ,-; n ml luctulinr‘: izw r 79,
Within the coalitionnThey must n: =t 112:1 .ulveian‘s'é ‘lie
specific interests of their rl'l€i"11|t‘?7.’i“, 'rnut alzo I?Ct
resolutely for the achievement 0' the common arms.
fibove in; Conan; and UDI‘ affiliates must ensure

thatf‘th‘o ibiectIVCI of the (Stoniemnce for a
Difficunfl‘c‘llrniure are democratically debated and
activel'y;iniplomented right down through their
rfinh', fd‘th’o'ilnfllo‘lt branch on the» ground.
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WOMEN INSIDE

THE RIGHTS OF WOMEN

Let's be. honest, when it comes to seXism we still

have a lot to correc‘t Within our own ranks. This

includes the ranks of the Party. the ANC and the

Mass Democratic Movement.
Surely every woman in the struggle has ex:

perienced situations where she is kept out. Why? -

Simply because she is a woman, These are

situations where she could have made an effecA

tive contribution. There are many areas where

this happens.
In politiqal discussion women are often exclude

edt When they are present. their contributions

tend not to be taken seriously. Male comrades

yawn. intervene. change the subject. or nod

patronisingly with ears shut. Male comrades who

would fiercely deny sexism are guilty of such

behaviour. When it comes to deployment in

political work, how often are women simply

forgotten. while a desperate search is made

among a few available male comrades? Of

course. when it comes to service or administra-

tive work it is a different story. Then comrades

only look among women.
It is usually only a fierce battle on the part of

individual women comrades that enables them

to escape the problem. There is often a high cost

to this individual struggle. Women raising issues

of sexism are dismissed as 'Western feminists'.

Women fear this label because it is used to sug—

gest you are ‘politically unreliable'.

Many women themselves become the victims

of these attitudes. Sexism can have exactly the

same effects as racism. How many racially op

pressed people, . without realisipg itt‘pggig
wrongly to regard their situation as somehowtheir
own fault?
So it is with women. They start to be undermin-

ed by an uneasy feeling that perhaps they are

not really capable of serious. difficult. responsi-

ble or demanding tasks.
Unwelcome physical approaches are often

made to women without condemnation or dis-

cipline being used against the male offenders.

Behaviour, like undemtining sexist jokes. is often

simply ignored in our ranks.
Its not enough just to profess a progressive and

revolutionary outlook and to have Lenin and

socialism on our lips. if, when it comes to wo'men,

chauvinism inspires our practice.

 

THE MOVEMENT

FIGHT FOR WOMEN’S RIGHTS}!

  
Women's Organisations
As organised women we have for a 1mm; hit it u
cepted a service role in the struggle We hav-
cake and jumble sales. we make banners. dw
catering. organise creches and make other pnt'
tical contributions. These tasks can here tmpomm
in themselves; and they can serve to draw the
mass of women into organisational stmctuzcs

But do we regularly and seriously qweation vhr~
relative absence of women in leadmshiw ant?
other responsible struggle positions? Do 1w
always look for a more direct or comberive rut» ,
for our organisations around issues Willt'h a re .vt
the root of our sufferings?

Women have courageously played a key rt )HK

at times of mass uprising in our country. But

women's organisations seem to step aside wl‘ e rt

the planning, strategising or tactical work r—t

done. We need to balance our activities mop"

if we are both to draw the mass of women i‘l' ~
active struggle, and also allow our oruanisariurvr;

to realise their full revolutionary potential

Women‘s organisation is essential. But :1 runs:

the risk of comrades generally feeling they m it

ignore women's issues because there is a

separate structure to deal with them Onlv bv

women being an active and vital tn rrva l’l n'tl

aspects of the struggle can we avoid this rt amgw t

We have to learn not to be afraid :rt iatsn‘v ,

women's issues in the Party. in Iht“ l‘tzrmln -
Army, in the ANC, in the trade Uiliitll‘L z»! i

wherever women are.
Involving the greater number tlf wommv

actively in the struggle. enabling women to m- w t 1

their full revolutionary potential —— lhlS is nr '
merely a question of morality. It is primarily w

political question.
Women. more than half the populahcn, sufft 't

some of the worst effects of apartheid col

onialism. Our success in unleashing their ful‘ eta!

potential now will affect the speed with which ysr ~-

obtain our victory. And it will affect the deqrrr'

to which we are able to eliminate opp‘lérts‘irm ru rt

exploitation in the future.

  



differentiated programme depending on the political
understanding and maturity of the comrades concerned.
Every member should undergo a course of basic political
'training.’
A serious deficiency in our educational programme is that

there is no authority responsible for political education. We
should set up a Department of Political Education whose
functions should include:
3. Appointment and monitoring in every region of political
officer;

b. The drafting and implementation of a syllabusof political
education and ensuring fulfilment; '
c. The preparation of such material as may be found useful
for conducting political classes. *
The syllabus of political education should include: . ,

‘ O The history of our country, with focus on the struggle
of our people against the colonisers. The Wars of
Resistance must form the basis of this. -

O The history of the liberation struggle and the policy
development of our Movement, e.g., how the different
constitutions of the ANC have developed, the Freedom
Charter. the question of seizure of power, methods of arm-
ed struggle, the dismantling of the racist state and the
leading role of the working class 1

O The relationship between the ANC, SACP, ‘etc , 1
O The current resistance movement —— Youth, Students;

Workers, Women. ~ g
0 The history of the trade union movement in South Africa,

its importance and role.
‘0 Liberation policies and programmes (SACTU, SACP,

etc.)

0 Theory of revolution. This is to be taught in such a way
1 that comrades do not only regurgitate the theory, but apply

it to the concrete South African situation and to the specific
tasks assigned them

0 The South African state and political economy.
0 The ideological and theoretical understanding of the rela—

tionship between the concept of national liberation, class
struggle and the emancipation of women.

0 Experience of other revolutions. 1 ,
To ensure the successful fulfilment of the programme on
political education, the commission recommends that:
O Cadres liable for selection as political instructors should

be committed for a minimum of two years.
0 Every region must have a circulating library which must

contain relevant literature and works that would supple-
_ ment the political education cadres receive. Stepssh‘ould
be taken to develop the reading of progressive literature.

1: This can only be achieved throughthe creation of reacling
groups. ' 1 ~
0A1comprehensiVe list ofreading matenali‘nust accompany
the political programme. Special attention must be paid
tqgmaterialfrom inside the country and to the experience
ofOther revolutionarystmggies. . 1 -
0 Teachingaidssuch as films, vidws,pe-recorders and

projectors 1mm beprocured for .such‘ study groups.
C The use of documentary films,especially from socialist

‘ a
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countries: 11: r 11
0 Films pmduv '1! 21? 1111 11 1 1 111 1‘1i111‘:

tion progr2111-111c 1:‘ 1 .1 ‘1 l 1:; i111111‘1'1
films.

Recommendations i‘m-

Political and [Ileningiwi ‘ 1 1! ' 1 t 1' ‘1 '1
l. Ideological \1111‘lz1211111i-11 .. 1-111111 111111111i112
the nucleus of 1 pcupli: 1 1'1 1' " '1 11?? ‘1‘;-.i'1.' :1! all,
times and limit! :1” '1‘ 1 1‘1 1 1 1i: 1' 111'i1i1'3blld

the gains of 11111 11:1-11111'
Inthewords 111 11111 l' 1 1' * ‘11

  

  

    

  

   
    

 

   

upour political :11111}; 1.11 1:1 ~ 1 1 111 11l:mgri
throwofthefasciw’1119,1111 . 11 1 i111ii1i1111' 1 1 11111.1nt1ill)§
conscious and ivvulutim 1:1 :111‘ 1 11111111 11- 1 ' i151 11111111111
origin, unwavering in 111 11‘1 1:111 1:1'111 111111 111-ti1111ide
by our revolutinnzuy 1111‘ 11 111 "1

1 Werecomm1111_-n11111,11 '1 :1 ‘1‘11 11 ‘1’: 1-: i1‘1111'11'111- 1! in full tit
principle ofpoliiicui 3:11i ! 11 . 1-1 1’ 1 Mix 1 '1 the arm .
to ensure strict1-1:1111-111:1111 -111:11’11t11-~1‘=11 -111i11hc rclc
vant Structures 1’11 11111 :1: =11 3

2.The Commismrizil. 3‘1 1. 111‘ 111311 1' 1'i‘. ii W '11:11‘11ncnt 03
Political Education. 111111. 1 1 1 1 = 1 ~11 1,111 11 . 1 ‘HZIHR. con
tinuous. uninteriupml 1111 1!‘ i 1‘1 1. 11-1-1ii :111k11‘ nflh
anny.Itmustw~rl<1~11:1 1:1 : V r 1 1 31 1 111.1112'11‘21‘111‘1

ing and educatiim Hi 1‘11?“ 1' 1 1 1 "11 1 : 111.com

missars. instrmsvrx. 111- 11 ' i' 3 11 WW in ihi

shouldbeput 011 1‘11‘11‘11 i :1 ii 1‘ 1' 1111t-1lc11'cl

Inthisregardshwr'rnw 1%- ,

ed,basedonoui111~1111‘1 1 11
illirfliillt‘ i}

11 \lmt. .

merit. Opportu1‘1t11':1 11‘! 1 1 1 1 1 .11. ,1i1211;11.[1
should be fully 1.111111

Veterans and 11111.11 -' 11 1 1E1! 111- 111W
utilised for [he p111 (111w 1‘ 1 1- ’ 1 iv illlt'N‘
seminars. etc. 1111111: 1 1 11 1 “111 mp1:
our army in gem :1i.
To ensure that 11111 1111! 1 z ‘ 111:1!1'1114111

of producing th» 111111111 1 t . ‘1 ‘ - 1

literature and 111111111113, 1211 11 1 1 11 11- 1

In this regard :1 1111111131 111 :1 * ' '

wt politicu

1111‘ ‘1 11'1'1111~- 1- 1kc1ioutt1

supply the arm), with NI“ 1 11'1 3-5 '1111'1i1z11 ':11!i1.'lli;1ri

literature from 1111.1 imm 1' 1 1

0 There is 21 11131111,! 111 1 1 1. 1 1111 11,1 11 1 :1! 1l_\11z1m1 1.
link between thv 1‘1‘:11 1"1 : A

0 We mustpay 11:1111111l: 1 :1 11-11 1 111111:111l1111pmv1. 1
mentofthe malt‘1iz1i. 1‘111‘111 ‘ 1m" x i 11:11] i 1 11111111fthe4

soldiers cspeciaily i111|11~1m11z111 \‘~ \311111111 1111111 the prn‘
blem of how to cumhinr 1l11- 11:1111'111'1r11‘1c111 111" 1111* material

cultural and’ispiritual Hit 11'! :1 .11l1‘1i111 111i1i11|1c1111irngthcnin
of his or her pvl'uicul 1:111:11 1 1"



subjective tasks.

What is demanded is a vision of how power is to be seiz-

ed and a plan for the building of the forces and means to

carry out this task. This vision and this plan must be clearly

understood by all activists, at home and abroad, within the

terms of their tasks and responsibilities so that all have a clear

and common understanding of their own role within the

machinery of struggle.

Central to the creation of the subjective factor is Umkhonto

we Sizwe. For to achieve our goal —— the seizure of political

power through our strategy of revolutionary armed struggle

— it is necessary to create a Revolutionary Army.

The main obstacles on the way to power are the SA

Defence Force and SA Police. These obstacles can only be

defeated or removed through a Revolutionary Army. At pre-

sent MK is only the nucleus of such an army. It has to be

extended and developed to embrace all potential revolutionary

forces.

3. THE REVOLUTIONARY ARMY

A Revolutionary Army must be composed and structured in

such a way that it can be situated among the masses. The

problem facing us is that the bulk of our army is recruited,

trained and stationed outside the country. We face con-

siderable problems in the infiltration and rooting of our com—

batants inside the' country. The enemy understands this and

his security forces work overtime to prevent this from oc-

curring. For once we succeed in basing our forces within

the country'the armed struggle will merge with the mass

struggle and this will really spell the end of white supremacy.

An ex-Rhodesian farmer who has settled in the northern

Transvaal bordhr area said that our land mines, whilst

creating a nuisance, would not reallyaghange the situation

because we simply run inland out of the eountry. What caused

the problem in Zimbabwe was that the ‘terrorists' were liVo

ing among the people. And one might add that until the Zim—

babWean guerrillas learnt how to live among the people their

struggle remained in the doldrums as they engaged in hit-

and-run raids into and out of their country.

My contention is that a clear conception of what the

Revolutionary Army could and should be will help solve this

problem.

Clearly the Revolutionary Army is the armed force of the

revolution. But we should not see it as a single uniform organ.

It should consist of three component parts.

' Firstly there are the Organised Advanced Detachments ——

the nucleus of the Revolutionary Army; ‘

Secondly, the Revolutionary Anned People —-— who are the

most active elements within the mass struggle .who in time

,.;_,swell the ranks of the Revolutionary 'Arrny; _. ,~ A

» Thirdly, thereare the elements of the Amy and Police

which are won over to the sideof the revelation. .. ' V _

~: ' ' It is essential to identify each of these oomponentsrand haye

an organisational plan as to how to recruit them, prepare and

train them, andbring them into the Revolutionary Army.

Each of these components represents a different level of

political and, combat readiness and they require different

12

forms of organisational work.

(i) The Organised Advanced ‘)t tv: 1 t

This is the nucleus 0fthe Revolutit l‘ .-

or core around which the Revolutiw :v y ,1

The trained, full-time combatants I E'Ji- x

core. But they have different speck: ‘ nth ~'

into combat units of various types w l “t

(a) Guerrilla units ofthe countrysh" ‘

ofoperation will depend on the tcr mm '1' -

with the villagers and farm labor: 3:5;

(b) Underground combat groups «.1 HM l v - , ,

in the factories, townships, rcsir-vxt‘ rwl ~ I l l . I

werkplaces. They may be combat gmwl -. . l t :

elimination squads, those who art- um. ‘rlil - t ‘ $-

batants and who ‘work by day arul opt-im '1 t I

this is preferable).

(c) Self-defer'zce units — based in the trivia sit II n. lw:

and rural areas. These have already ncgun ! w t ‘H » m- .tt

necessity. The popular dcmocrativ (‘rtgzmism m l' x 1" l'l‘

forced to defendthemselves, their leader», =!« t ‘t n , i'

‘ficesandmeetingsfromtheenemy l‘mtw l v x:

can be organised byllegal or semi-lutul us —; 1 , I

as the underground, and form the lent»; w - , . .l w - , g

defence militia. Trained MK cadre» mm 2 w. v r m 1t,

self-defenee units and lead them.

Creating the Advanced Detachnwm l.‘ t . _ ; , t H"

step to building the Revolutionary Ann}! " =2 l ~ .E or:-

we have concentrated on building: one =:‘.' -» m 1;: . t

— MK. This has been done nude 1' (f tll‘t‘l - l n, l1 -.l am!

problematic conditions and has bt,‘ -n v H' v: n m :l 1% <2-

ment which should not be helium, ("ml a Hz» -- t-m

developed which give us the pOS‘utl‘tl'llrM . a i; , " a}

into the Advanced Detachments F?'(‘il m -

ple of the emergence of the Sleil‘ t: n I

point. ‘

By creating underground comb; ;- r. i ' ' t .

and especially the factories; by tl \ -l lll'il ‘ -

units in towns and villages; and by 'w 3n . .- l x

the rural people we will begin tn , m it , t w i

the country, amongst the workers 13 it- a - w

ple and the youth, and overcome 2w ‘4 I. .

sequences of having been based c: cm H t

We will lose our dependence on! I m; t t »

who are prepared to leave the CHllil' ,\ u ' ‘

ing locally based we will also tumi a: ‘ i v ”

enemy’spos‘sibilities of infiltrating «ms t

The deVelopment 0fthe Ofg'aniscxl Atlxm: iv 1 1i z 11 3 ll" 1: ,.

fron‘t their MK base,will enable us to me i! 1’ . ill me «ti ug:

gle almohgst‘oilgi“ pcbplethhm our country '! luv wil! t-ntht‘

us mam our pe‘dpléahd Lteélistitmlly 111137110 11ml plain I‘m

the aaiied seizerefof‘powetj.

(ii) The Réhdlfitlhflary Armed l’enplc

These are the most coltscious, active clen u 1:5 a

the masses who have shown their f(‘llll;lll“§\ :

enemy with wmwver means are :2: hand" lnw ‘. 1H! «t :, gu-zw‘

W
a

‘14) n ltl"“\'lf';‘~l

stimm lhr
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struggle. A clumsy cbllaihse of the one into the
other will do damage to both. ‘

As yet. De KlerklS doing little more than ex-
perimenting with new safety valves to take the

steam out of the militancy which the old
methods failed to dampen; We' need to

prepare ourselves organisationally to meet a

possible backlash and resist being lulled into

pure 'legalism'. The consolidation and

spread of grassroots people’s organisation re;

mains top priority.

We have never rejected the possibility of

meaningful negotiation. But it is political

suicide to spread the illusion that this could

sified struggle and pressure on all fronts. A

key tactic in the regime' 3 attempts to

1 capacity. in the long run to. “dismantle apart-

heid‘. We must be on the alert to frustrate this

deception in everything we say and do;

The recent outstanding gains in the interna~
tional arena. including the‘wide‘spread accep—

tance of the ANC-spori'sored negotiating

concept. must be consolidated and expanded.

In particular, we must actively thwart

pressures from Pretoriaé allies, and even

isolated tendencies among some of our

friends which objectively encourage theidea

ofpeace at any price'. It18 of course. inipor—

_ tantto counter the enemy—fed slanders that we
are unreasonable and wild1n the pursuit of our

objectives. But1n doing so weshould not put

at risk our standing among Our people as

' 'm111tants end revolution51ies - 

strengthening of the underground and the - '

come about through anything short of ihten—'

demobilise 011! people13 to present De Klerké‘
as a leader who has both the will and the'

We stand four-squnre 13911111 1 11114: 11111116115162
Objectives of the National 111. 1101111111: 11101111111.-

‘ tion. This will bring about 11 11111111 :111'1'rty 1111111.-

Iacist democreCy ljias‘etl 1111 111111 11119181311 1) 113

Vote. a mixed-economy 5:111! :1111311111111111511
safeguards for the social. 0113111711, 1111111131113

and religious rights 01 1111 11113111111111.1112 The

struggle to achieVe 11113 131111» 11515111. 11161 11 111.11
coalition of all class .1111 11 1 1 111.111115;

who support thesc 13111115: s111111111 11171 11.111-

hostile to the AN‘C 51111;}. 1111‘ l' l:1:l 19111131111111:

Movement. Wehlust 1115111 1111 1111 11111; 11111111
against the pseud1:)-1rew1l1,1lv1:111111:8 Who at-

tempt to narrow'the b13516 <1)! 5111:11 :1 (11511111111,

At the same time the 111111111111 class: E11111 its

political and mass 01195111510111111:; 1111131 11111111111111 .

their independence and v11géi11’1':111:1;ly Spread

‘ their‘ultimate perspectivc 1:11:1111ci.1l1:;m.

If a time ever arrives whén the regtme is ready to genuinely negotiate the p1:006158 of moving

to democracy as understéod by the whole civilised world; it will come as a wonderful

surprise. And if the preconditions far talks are met, a dialogue about the process may 1

becomepossible. Until then there can be no retreat frothour policy of mounting even

’ greategpreessrures on all fronts: of gtmggle. internal and exte‘fhal, legal and illegal.

There is nothing in the "present éituation whichgihstifieg a depmttme 1111111 the

perspective of a seizure of power. We must skilfulgv use 11119 new space

which De Kler‘k has been forced to concede to advance this: 1:111 rspective.
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   It is nearly‘a full year since the banning of the Cape Town Anti- apart-

heid Conference. Over this period, in Workers’ Summits, in the field of

sport and health. among teachers and other forces, the idea of broad

anti-apartheid unity is taking concrete shape. Defections from the ruling

bloc - by youth, students, professionals and others - has grown space.

On the other hand. faced with the
deepening crisis of apartheid, the

regime continues to rely on brute
force to maintain itself in power. At

the same time, it desperately seeks to

present a "new and reasonable" face
and form around itself an "accept-

able apartheid coalition"

In this regard, the decision of the
MDM to reconvene the Anti-apan-

heid Conference could not have been

more appropriate. ‘

The experience we have gained
since last September will certainly
enrich our efforts as- we move closer
to a national- Anti-apartheid Coali-
tion. Many debates have taken place

and continue to rage. Among work-
ers, soccer bodies, teachers and oth-
ers. the process has not been easy.
But everything points in one direc-
tion: that there is more common
ground among anti-apartheid
fighters than what might divide
them.

Prospective Participants

As we approach the Conference,
we have to ensure the involvement of
all the prospective participants in
working out plans. setting up Con-
ference structures. thrashing out the
agenda, and so on. Further, the Con-
ference comes at a time of great
upheavals. The campaign to defy
unjust laws, opposition to the labour
law, support for the people of Na-
mibia-alltheeeandothersrequire
jointactionsanda clearallocation of
responsibilities among the anti-
apanheid forces.

In otherWords.prefi‘mtion for the
Conference should manifest itself in
active struggle and be guided by
thorough-going democracy. An in-

consistent and half-hearted approach

to the principle of consultation can

only lead to suspicion among poten-
tial allies. Failure to make all forces

view the initiative as their own also

leads to indifference among the less-
motivated forces. Supportive as these

forces may be. they might not engage
in active struggle, awaiting “direc-

tives" from the “organisers".

It is in active struggle and through

democratic practices that the leading
forces and their organisations shall
win their "status as such. Herein lies
the challenge of the assertion in the
COSATU Congress resolution, that
"..COSATU and the UDFare to play
a leading roleIn sueh a coalition..."
What does this mean in actual prac-
tice?

The initiative to convene the Anti-
apanheid Conference as part of the
process towards the broad Coalition

was taken by the Mass Democratic

Movement - COSATU and UDF in
particular. By realising the objective
need for anti-apartheid united action

and translating it into practice, the
MDMcaptured the imagination of all
forces opposed to the regime. It as-
serted itself as the leading inass force
in the resistance against apartheid.

To gain the status of leader, an or-

ganisation should have. under its
command, the most decisive mass
forces. It should commit these forces
toaction andbeseentobedealing the
commonenemy telling blows. Its pro-
grammes, strategy and tactics should
define viable alternatives to theapart-.
heid system, and mechanisms of
achieving them. In relating to allies
and potential allies,itmlustdo sowith
an open mind and listen to construe-
tive proposals of others. It should
educate its members and elm its
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On the whole, the MDM has as-

serted itself as mass leader of the
broad anti-apartheid forces. Its stand-
point occupies the eentral position in
the political agenda of South African
society as a whole. But the challenge
of the COSATU Congress resolution
.lies in the realisation that the status of
leader cannot be assumed. It must be
perfected all the time.

ence should not be formulated on
the basis of the likes arid dislikes of
given organisations. The fundamen-
tal question .is whether a particular to
tactical and snategic approach wi
advance the struggle!

The practical guide should cer-
tainly be the Conference/Coalition
basic demands. Such a platform
should be reinforced with the neces
sary organisational principles and thrust; v’mechanisms to achieve the common
objective. Declarations against
apartheid, on their own, are cer-
tainly not enough. They have to be
backed by concrete actions.

Participation or non~participa-
tion in government structures is an
importantbutnotdecisivecriterion.
The central question here is the track
record of a given organisation
within the bantustan or parliamen-
tary structures: does it operate in
such a manneras to undermine them
and does it co—ordinate its actions
with the MDMand other anti-apart-
heid forces? Such an organisation
should be so committed that, if
the general anti-apartheid ap-
proach at it given moment is for
withdrawal from such enemy
structures, it would act accord-
ingly.

While striving to win over asAgain, the issue of the array of many forcesas possible, the demo-forces to take part in the Conference crattc movementshould certainly beand the Coalition has emerged as one
area of debate and even tensions. In
the complex task of searching for

waryofthose whotrytorun with the
hates and hunt with the hounds.
Among such forces are elements of

* reach out to and mobthse all the “Pm”and being seen ‘0 hobnobmottve forces of the revoluuon; “'"h “3° MDM? WM.” bolstering

"' wrest from the regime a sizeable
portion of its mass base; and

"' widen the rift within the ruling
class.

Basing ourselves on the moral su- ‘hunn- ofo 1' ye an - ul.

ahti-apartheid actions.

differ with all such fences on every-

- such as the release ofpolitical pris-

But this does not mean that we
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ofabsolute principle. I} rr nu time and
under all circumstances.

The central ohjmzlivc m“ 7‘” :thr
tions should be to strcz'grthm mu-

forces, weaken those of the enemy
and, in action. effect the transfer of
power to the people.
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