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rIRST EVER EXHIBITIOH
OF AFRICAN ART
PRESENTED BY JOE MASEKO

Over 120 pointngs on view at the Art Mot Gnllery. Fea-
furing oils. warer colours, posie’s, grapaxs ond etchwnga.
Dot ming s axcling display of ethnk o,

ON SHOW AT

27 Fruis Sireet

2nd Floor
Tel 213939

EPm

ZYSHMARSH HOUSE

OPEN DAILY INCIUDING
SATUKDAY 10.00 AM 1C 9.20
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BLACK artists have tended to adapt
their talents to appeai to the eves of
sophisticated Whites. 1
And s0, although thiere was a great
burgecning of Black art adbout a dec-
ade ago, in the iast few years Black
art has aimost reachsd a standstill —
2s has most South African contem-
porary art — with graphics tending
to catch the faory of art iavestors!
Perhiaps the satuation regarding
Black art mizht now change with the
establishment of Masexa's Black Art
Gallery (second floor, Zygmarsh
House, 27 Kruis Street, Johanges-
burg — diagonaliy cpposite the Carl-
ton Hutel — and here's hozing that
the hotel will advertise the gallecy
where, currently, there's an over-
powering collecuion of paintings by
.scores of black artists.
‘Maybe more imyportant than

—what's ncw on sROw, :3 the fact that

(with publicity) th.s neat. three-
roowmed art venue could become an

T

ihe galieries”

importeat facter in the lives of ca-
reers of Biack artiste.

With constent. exposure, a Gew
phase — a truly indigenous cne — in
Black art might result.

Possibly wrongly, Black artists in
their Leyday. tried too hard to please
Europeacs tastes.

Yet, very often, there wers flashes
of ths deeper, more natural ideas
which, encouraged, could bring inte
existence a purer, mure compelling

*“school" of Dlack paiating and sculp-

ture.

Most White artists have a hard
time of it making a mesagra living
from what they produce.

And the Biack artist must find it
peAar-1mpossidie, -

So pay a visit 1o this new galiery:
you'll be surpriced at the tiemendous
vari=ty of the exhibits, the aplomb of
many of the arusts — and the overal”
atimosphere of exuberznce. cue of
the chief characteristics of Black art.
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THE first-ever exhibiiion 7’
Alrican arl organisqe by &
Sowctan artist conld tura ot
to he the last

The srgamser, M- Je2 Mg

_'seko has bees w0id i vovaes
- two of the rooms in tne Aris

Strect huilamz wWhich nuader
up tne Art Miort Toe exicge.-
tich was opcned an AvCust lo
“The first I anew ot it wa-
on Tuesday when toc fegnin g
ccmpany told me te ieave
They sald I nad tn s anthiv <
o'clock today — Weanusdsy.
"1 painted out tre piaat
whep the owner Mr Fleschir
gave (Nt pUrinission 27 s
morths ago Lo hoiu my exni:
biticn here I aiso put in-tas:

. pots ana spoti:zh!s as we!

curtairing inlo the
rooms wiich 1 have eniy besr
using for the past icw
monthe.” 2

Mr Mascko says he nzs
spent at least odw on carpe:-
ing and R20WQ on framnr, A
Jeading bank nad sporiorc
the highting syre=m.

He Lad not siznea 3 leaes
because  according v i
Group "Areas Act ne 1F o
allowed to rent thvse pre:noe
ises, One room he fwi LoeT
reating for a dear but tins Da:
becr done through a whis
nomine=2. e

A spuhesman for ihe loxs
ing conipany says Mr Masnin
has been aniilegal tenant L
that he.aas not bevn Lirew:
ou: bul asaed 0 leave

“We have been duing ezn .
favour by ietting rum >ii
there and alihouzn Je we
there for al Jeast six purns
we only asked for oi-,
monih's rent — August’.
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