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LIVING WAGE Struggles
aﬂ'ecnng more than a million
: workers are now unfolding.

~ And as the gap grows
between the wages workers
need and the profits bosses
want, massive worker action
for a living wage seems hkely
thisyear. =~ = ‘v =3l *=

In the metal and mmmg
sectors — the backbone ot’
Cosatu’s living wage
campaign — the wages and
conditions of nearly 900 000
workers are presemly under

‘negotiation.

- The 370 000-strong Nauonal
Union of Mineworkers 1s
demandmg, among other
things:

« An across-tlw-board increase

- of between 45% and 55%. ¥
« Danger pay. .-
*AnendtoPAYEtax = =
deductions fromJuly 1. ~
A reduction in hours of
work. :

The mine bosses are oﬁ'enng

a 12% increase for coal mines
and an increase of up to 16,9%
on gold mines. -

The NUM has a]ready
declared a dispute with the
mine bosses and will be able

-"w_togoonalegal strikemt.hma

- » A living wage for all

i
.- -

“month.. ¥

3 Meanwhlle the Metal
Allied Workers’ Union and
other metal unions in the

Industrial Council for the
. metal mdusu'ymlwadedfa'a
- similar dispute. . - --:-a._-.-.;_._',
\ The bosses are offering *
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Forward to

“Congress- (NC) since our:’

' Johannesburg in July.

"It is the place where our
pollcies are changed or-
‘added tﬂo e S -

the National
Congress!

COSATU’s first Natlonal -y

. il L

launch in December- 1985 -
will take place In

=P +

The congress iIs the most ‘
important declsiun-maklng .
body in Cosatu. 3

"h#l:l-;

"..'Ilji'i A o'

It is the place where our
constitution can be

changed.

It is the place where we
elect our national leaders.

“The NC iIs democratic. -

Every union In Cosatu is -
entitled to one delegate for
every 500 paid-up members
it has. There must be a -

_majority of worker . . ...
delegates In every .-

- 1. -
o | ! el ' |

delegatiqn.
_With Cosatu’s pa!d-up

| membershlp of over -

”;_ffm 700 000, there will be at

Joln the lelng Wage campalgn — bulld worker unﬂy

housing near our place of
work.

-A40-homweek.

e Six mom.hs' pmd maténuty
leave.

Under attack

YOUR neWSpaper, Cosatn

Ncws, is under attack.
‘The second issue, pmduced in

November 1986, was banned

10,5% increases +— well below+ .because the state felt it was

the rate of inflation — which -.
have been rcjected by thd O
unions. . .
The unions are demandmg
that the bosses lower the -

~ difference between what semi-- |

~ skilled workers eam and what

- All Cosatu unions are,. s
meanwhile, building the living
wage campaign to ﬁght fa:

il'—l-‘".‘lr ‘1'_ ‘L i

' ¥z = I e L .‘_'-*'
workers. - 2 EFaaig ._}; gl

-+ An end to tax deducnons. -
» Decent education and trammg

forall.

» An end to the hostellxmgram
labour system and decent -

".‘l-'l

"n-f't

“too militant”. Cosatu is

appealing agamst the bamuﬁ‘gﬂ '

The fourth issue, produced in
May 1987, was also
immediately banned. But - .
before it was banned, the =
police raided our offices . -
countrywide and confiscated -

‘II

about 55 000 copies under the
- emergency regulations. We .
were unable to print the Zulu

and Sotho edmons because of :
thls' - '-;--; - {'- -.' ; -‘
The Cosatu Execuuvc | |

Message, which was produced
in February this year, was also

seized all over the country.
Close to 100 000 copies were

“again raided Cosatu offices
countrywide and conﬂscated

taken by the police.
Last week the police once

Ir i

pamph]ets about the attacks on
our organisation.

- WORKERS and subs.cribers

Because of the attacks on .

Cosatu House, Cosatu News

and other Cosatu pubhcauons
Cosatn’s Executive * 83

| Committee has decided that we

can no longer produce Cosatu -
News as a standard newspaper

for the time being.
.Cosatu News will snll come

out — but it will be the size ..
of this issue, between 4 and 8
pages thick, and more regular.

SUBSCRIBERS We have
been unable to get all our
records from Cosatu House, so
please bear with us. We w1ll

‘be restructuring our
subscription service in lme

‘with the changes to Cosatu

News. You will soon be

recieving Cosatu News and
other information.

““least 1400 delegates at the

NC. : |
Unions In the 12 major

industrial sectors must

merge before the NC is -
held, or face disciplinary
actlon by Cosatu. Unions
in the mining, metal, food,

‘domestic and construction -
__'sectors have already merged
| into: big industrial unions.

Once all mergers are o
complete, there will be 14
unions in Cosata — u.-

including the farm and
__unemployed nnlons. i :é
This NC is taking plm:e1=

‘when_our country is in
~ crisis — attacks and.

"represslon agzinst the
worker and democratie xr

f_

movement are greater than
ever. . A

But workers ere leadlng the
mass_struggle against -
poverty and oppression..-
The decisions that come
out of our NC will guide
Cosatu for the next two
years, and will have a major
impact on the future of our

struggle and our country.

Every worker in Cosatu
must make sure that
resolutions and policies for

Cosatu’s NC are being

"'..,

‘widely dtscussed In your

union. £
Forward to the \IC' |




union in each industry.

The National Union of
Metalworkers in South Africa
(NUMSA) was launched in-
Johannesburg on May 23,
bringing together more than
130 000 workers from eight
different trade unions in the
metal, engineering and motor
industries. .

" The new union’s office-
bearers are Daniel Dube
 (president), David Madupela
-(vice-president) and Pemy
Thomas (second v1ce-
president). TP

Comrade Moses ye}uso —
who is presently being charged
with treason for his -~
commumty ‘work 1n Alexandra
— was elected general- -

'1.*'

secretary, even though he was -

" unable to attend the congress

_ because of his incarceration.

" Comrade Mayekiso was

gwen a standing ovation by

~ the more than 400 delegates.

..~ Among the major resoultions
‘““adopted by the new union are:

« A national demand for a 40- |

- hour week, a living wage of
. “R4,50 an hour, the right to -
strike, six months’ maternity
leave, March 21, May 1 and |
June 16 as nauonal paid

hohdays an end to mlgrant
labour and the hostel system,
and equal vocational training
for men, women and youths.

. The adoption of the Freedom
Charter and the development of
a political programme for
workers, as the only way the
organised working class can
take the lead in the struggle for
liberation. The Freedom

Charter was adopted as a set of

“minimum demands” for a free
and democrauc South Afnca.

% Resolut:ons stressed that the

end result of worker struggle
should be a socialist soc:ety
where workerscontrol ¢
government and industry. -

« Affiliation to Cosatu, the
International Metalworkers
Federationand the
International Chemical and
Energy Foundation.”

This makes NUMSA the
second-largest Cosatu affiliate,
and the second-largest union in

_the country — second in size

only to the National Union of

Mineworkers, which has also
adopted the Freedom Chaner |

Explammg the role of the -
new union, NUMSA presxdent
Comrade Daniel Dube said:

““This union was not only

_Cosatu News

'Cosatu, the UDF and the

4 N° N 1987 v 2 g2c
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For mllllons,
voting meant
staying home:

-ON May 6, while two-million

YU R gy

“white people voted in the-- g e

whites-only election, an EX
estimated three-million black &
‘workers took part in a2 massive
protest —atwo-day . &
nationwide stayaway from - SRk
work, school and umvcrsuy T
‘Workers and youth were i
responding toacaltby #

- =

NECC for two days of protest -
action on May 5 and 6.Cosatu
o The uncondmonal

" ‘ .

2278 | peinstatement of the 16000

- created for those who took part

in the congress. We campaign
for all workers in the metal
industry — this is a home for
all of them.”

He added: “Unity is essential
for all workers, to increase our
bargaining power andour -
political power — the power
of all the oppressed >

The new union also
condemned the recent attacks
on Cosatu and other
democratic organisations.

These attacks were referred to
by Cosatu general-secretary
Comrade Jay Naidoo atthe

opening of the congress, when
he told delegates: “We must - -
‘build organisation — it s our
defence. We must consohdate

workers are on the march. The
greatest defence of Cosatu is to
understand this.”

The president of the South
African Youth Congress
(SAYCO), Comrade Peter
Makhoba, gave a similar .
message in his address to the
new union. :

“We must build alhances ;
between the youth and the -
working class,” he said. “We
must work together in the -
trenches to overcome thc
enemy.”

‘dismissed SATS workers.

» That negotiations take place
between elected worker
representames and SATS o
settle the dispute. = -~
» That the killings, harassment
and intimidation of Cosatu -
members stop and that we bc
allowed to meet and speak
freely.
» That all detainees be released.
» That repression end and a
climate be created which is
Lavourable for democratic |
activity.

In addition the action was, as
Cosatu said, “a response 0 the
all-white elections which .
capntahse on and deepen - -

 racism, ignorance and fear” and

“which aim to consolidate

power and wealth more ﬁ:rmly

in the hands of the mmonty it
. 'The white elections, said -+ - *-

Cosatu, did not even remo_tel)_r 2R
touch on the real issues = ,‘\‘ |

dominating the lives of the :
millions of Oppressed and

“ e

explmted. S & f.jf‘!

In fact, the elecnons SRR
concentrated on how to repress
and control the democratic =
organisations supported by the -
vast majority of people. 45

;ﬂ

Since the two-day protest -

“action, none of the demands

Cosatu made has been met and
repression has got much -

worse. T . N P O
‘But there have been real gams :

— the unity, solidarity and -

strength of workers and youth

has grown a thousand times

and has been felt by millions

all over the country. -
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::AH H‘ " rhe Cosatis House Bomb biast m C(llgia(t:up and SARHWU 516 000 SATS ufbfcrg -
arch 12: SATS worker “wasn4 the first attack on the | - ‘ smssed 4 = 5;
Andrew Nendzamba dismissed. | working class —and itwon't Co-ordinating committee ;PApnl 23: Cosatu’ launches
March 13: 600 City Deep " be the last, asyoucantell | 2UCMPIS 10 meet SATS — urgent court action. Gets an
workers strike. " from this day-by-day : management fails to armve. undertaking that there will be -
Negotiations open, and breakdown of the events of the April 21: Meeting with no further unlawful action by -
Nendzamba is remstated = pasttwomonths. . SATS takes place. .| police at Cosatu House. : =
-~ conditionally. - ~ ¢ -% - Co-ordinating committee puts | April 29: Second siege.

- March 19: Strike spreads Chamber of Commerce. & forward only a proposal for - ~ | Police come with a search -
Workers wanthis - *&. Twenty workers arrested — SATS toreinstate Nendzamba - |- warrant, and threc menin -
unconditional reinstatement two injured — at Meyerton. | tnconditionally and agree to balaclavas point out 11 SATS
and other demands have . - March 31: SATS worker negotiate other issues later. . ‘workers and one youth, who
emerged — recognitionof - | shot in Soweto AP SATS fe.l&c‘b proposal 8ﬂd are arrested.
shopfloor representatives and APRIL = reaffirms its ultimatum.* | SABC/Citizen link arrests to

 negotiation on disciplinary | April April 1: Seven workers 5 Bl gl i, Cosatu - | mecklacing of four SATS 3

- code. arrested in Springs. . R workers s workers - :

March 23: SATS general Cosatu pledges sohdanty and leaving. - . “- “o | ; Cosatu tries to bnng urgcnt
manager given special powers ‘urges SATS to accept | +Apnl 4 Early-mormng ;;*-j " court action following a '
of mass dismissal. independent medxat:on/ | SABC radio comment . ... - | :further police raid on Cosatu .
March 25: Cosatu offers to arbitration. - = - g intensifies smear cammJgn -1 - House,~7+ . ;

* mediate, and calls on SATS t0 | April 2: Miaister OF against Cosatu/ SARHWU. - | April 30: SATS bnngs
seitle. ' Sends 1816X 10 SATS" . | Transon sccuses Cosatu &- 52 | =¥ cci MECLAR OLSASS. . * 1.3 court Action against Cosatu —
and Minister of Transport. . | UDF of wanting to “create - _workers broken up by police | allegations of torture and
March 26: Strike spreads — | yngove mability in the in Germiston and three SATS intimidation at Cosatu House.
media campaign begins. | factories”. . | workerskilled. - - - Cosatu does not acknowledgc

SATS accuses SARHWU of | April 3: 305 S ATS workers In Johannesburg, three _or deny allegations but
exploiting the strike. | arrested at Ogies and sent back workers k:llcd at Doomfontem undertakes to take steps to

March 28: Living Wage 10 “homalands™. | Station. | prevent any unlawful action.
rally in Witwatersrand banned. | A5 ril 4: Propaganda Police and army lay siege to MAY

Cosatu House surrounded by | cam pai gn' against Cosatu Cosatu House and detam about May 1: 25 May Day ralhes
armed police as 3 000 SATS | intensifies. 400 workers. banned.

- workers meet to dlscuss ' Apl’ll 15: Ciuzen and S ABC Workers and OfﬁClaIS Two T&GWU membel's 14|

- settlement . publish propaganda “torture” assaulted, and damage to Pictermaritzburg atiacked and

-+ March 30: Meeung wnh allegations, | fhr:gelr{tys ;si)%gated at more beawnup—allegedly by

April 20: SATS generalﬁ qf UWUSAmembe | TR

. 1-‘.‘-.: ;-ﬁ'! *‘, ‘*' a7

L

\I-‘;JI.;,,‘-" '

 manager issues statement

plamed that the terrorists

T Wlll take more tha

' THE two bombs which - = -
exploded at Cosatn Housein |  PW Botha’s government
Johannesbmg were the blggest- . usually has a lot to say about
evcr on the Witwatersrand. - bomb blasts. But they haven't

: But the bosses’ govemment, salda word about the blasts

f wlnch is normally very quick | which wrecked our building.
> to condemn any bomb blast, - | A T ¥
_peversaidaword. . heard footsteps and saw a beig

“Itis clear from the size of the | Mitsubishi parked at the back

~of the building. As they went

to investigate, the ﬁrst bomb

~ planned to flatten the whole “went off.
bmldmg A The building was shaken SO
. They knew what Lhey wcre badly that people were thrown
s .domg. They cut their way ~~ - { -to the floor. All the lights
“1- ! through thick metal railings | went off immediately, and the
: _f'on top of a wall at the back of | building was full of dust.
F : the building, and placed the There were about 20 workers |

bombs in the basement —

in the building. If any of them

id i St e A NS ; - _ apparemly near the lifts. had been travelling in the lifts,
Shot down In the street: ‘Avictim of the polloe shoot!ngs at It seems the bombs went Off | they would certainly have been
Doornfontein statlon last month at the helght of the SATS - 311'"05‘ immediately. killed.

st g e - COSAU SECUTILY officms _ Then, a short whﬂe later, the

- . -hl."',

Btrlk.- . R a2 ."" e
: o - "H' g & r

-
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May 5 and 6: Millions of & Kroonstad are broken up and
workers stay away in protest closed by police, who tell all
against attacks on Cosatu. = officials to leave the area

L

May 5: NUM organiser permanently. o
killed in Vryheid by UWUSA May 12: SABC comment
members. - calls on employersnotto .
May 6: Cosatu’s East negotiate with so-called -
London offices attacked and - | “murderous faceless elements -
Gemmiston offices broken into. | in the trade union movement g
May 7: Two powerful | May 13: NUM recieves i -’
bombs explode in Cosatu ’.__ bomb threat at temporary  °
House. | offices in Johannesburg and is
~+Nick Henwood detained. forced to move. Many < =
May 8: Offices in ' affiliates refused office space
Bloemfontein, Wit.bank and because they are lmked o
We]kom raided — six | Cosatu. R IRERRRRR T I £ i el B e
conifiies detained., - Offices of Trasco, nextto = B Y & e
155 000 copies of Cosata | Cosatu affiliates in Tudor PRSNG| Ay
ows confiscated throughout | Mansions in Johannesburg, . .- riaR. o g0 SRRt
SPOUEY. . ~ | bumtdown. - ARG T i B 4 et T B
May 9: szen/Slar camy | May 14: About 190 000
ﬁohce allegations that workers | copies of a Cosatu pamphlet R Y W T
may have been murderedat | — outlining attacks during the . | Lt 0 e
Cosatu House. ~ | past few weeks — conﬁscated T ke e e
May 10: MAWU NEC in in many places." -
Isipingo twice interrupted by May 17: Cosatu reglonal
sccurity police, who search congress in Western Transvaal
cars. disrupted by police who
May 11: Union member - | prevent the meeung taking
who had an argument with place.
police at Cosatu House beaten MAWU ofTice in Krugersdoxp
up and manacled to the bottom | vandalised after threatening
of the security gate among phone calls from AWB.
broken glass. - 3 May 18: Nelspruit ofﬁces
SARHWUoﬁ'icesm e i bumtdown. B T ek

Lol -
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bomb to stop Cosatu

3 : - 4
ll, -.l_l,__. -

next bomb went off. >y lmponant documents for
The blasts caused very - -~ | negotiations. : 1, /2.« ., 55,0
rious damage. The basement Engmeers say 1t will take at . B e S T
was completely destroyed, Jeast six months to repair the- & AR
and part of the hallson the © | building,’and the CEC has yet =~ = 523 % A0
ground floor collapsed mto the to decide whether we will = .
Basement. * - return to the building or not.
%The main beams supporting In the meantime, Cosatu and
the building were badly ~ | its affiliates in Johannesburg
damaged, the lift shaft was | ‘are finding other offices, PN AL PN e e Ry L T
destroyed and the liftdoors - | although many landlords will = Ry ~Sgas -~ s R
were blown out onall11 ~| . not give us offices. Despite ' EF 5 apeis RS VSFSN PFTSY (Cone
floors. ' this, our work hasnot *» . .7 :
}There are massive cracks In stopped. Meetmgs strugg]es,

the walls of our buildingon = | strikes and negotiations are .. - ;.

the ground and first floors,and | continuing as before. The 3
the building is too dangerous * | determination of Cosatu .. .- L.
to enter — except from the - . | membersis su'ongerman eve:r._ | B & 507 Py nL
ﬁrst floor, usmg a fireman s = | Inmeeting after meeting, - * . _ PP At ok S R
]aclda'. ol . == <+ | workers are saying ‘"What is to . Nt geGyf Ayt Loy iy Y

Some workers have gone be done?” What do YOU think

lIllSlde to get the most =~ - Cosatumustdo ? -

o A
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'
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“The May Day mood: Namiblan workers rnarch through the streets of Katatura townshlp In Windhoek after a rally attended by mora

WORKERS learnt a valuable
lesson from May Day this
year: The more they organise
into one union in each |
industry, the more powerful
the unions become and the - -
more workers joinup. -
The more unions come

1togethe:r in one federation, the

greater the power of the
federation — and the greater

the impact of orgamsed " %'
workers on the'unorg *:

% yiugts g o %‘v
If May Day means workmg

class unity, then working class

unity means one union in each.
~ industry and one federauon n 5
the coumry 1‘

o :-.
: -

ml-r L

Cosat.u 1S commmcd to one
Irade union federauon of -
“national industrial unions in -

~ South Africa. Our slogan is: 7
One Country, One Federauon ¥
— One Union, One Industry.
Today, Cosatu is closer to this
goa.l then everbefore. .
- Inthe transport industry, = .
workers from the Cape-based -
Tramway and Omnibus Union,
Nactu’s TAWU, the SATS .
staff association BLATU and

g ‘Cosatu News

---------

.......

In true style, President PW
Botha declared May 1 a
workers’ holiday — and then
banned virtually all outdoor
rallies organised by workers.
But this didn't stop workers all

~ over South Africa from

celebrating the true meaning of

a workers’ day. Thousands
atiended indoor rallies, and

. thousands more stayed away

lrom work. But what are tho
lessons to be leamt

i = -
e fromhhyDa'y? N
- A
= iy e - B il
i I . . - 3 — N . - =
il |

Zakheni have made contact

with Cosatu transport affiliates
to becormie part of the one big
transport union which is being
_formed. SARHWU alone has-
“grown by 15 000 members in
the past six weeks. IR
In the rextile mdustry, %
Cosatu’s NUTW is a major. .

force in the 200 000-strong.
textile, clothing and leather °

union federation formed by all

‘the major unions in the
industry. Most of the unions
were in Tucsa. The federation
aims to eventually form one
nauonal umon m the industry.

Alread mcr er ta]ks between

.....

T N
v b, s e el

L '|. o Ll I.I. -.l L r‘ "
e = . T . a . 2] 4
- . I.".{' ] s g - I'
o
e
=F " 2 LY .,'.-,-HIL
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B e m«m %%‘%ﬁw

NUTW and TWIU arc fairly
advanced. NUTW is busy
forming one union with.
SATAWU and other textile
workers in Cosatu

In the commercial and <
catering industry, HARWU
and the 3 000-strong Cape
Liquor and Catering Union are
talking unity, while other
locally-based hotel unions

want to come in. Cosatu’s

CCAWUSA, HARWU and -
RAWU are forming one union .
in this sector soon. : . -
In the paper and pulp - ,
industry, over 3 000 workers
from the NUFW have joined
Cosatu’s PWAWU in lhe past

mOI'Ilh oy s T :f.:i £5
Meanwhﬂc
PWAWU NUPAWU and -
other Cosatu affiliates with -
members in the indusu'y have
ﬁnahscd plans for mergmg

! W r m'-n‘-h.. 1-.'..- N iy a,..l"'

In thc metal mdustry, one blg
union was formed at a s
congress in Johannesburg from
May 22 to 24, bringing -
together more than 130 000
workers from Cosatu unions

o ] 2 " - - - -I
- . - - * -
L] - ]

--4_. O -

o, L
23 .'-u-'?«ﬁ"‘-'

‘a; H:‘ # Ir -'h P, l,:._:--:.r:, . I.,-r. "1I R ;
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One COuntry One fedemimn

and MICWU. Many other
workers are expected 10 ]011'!
this new union.
All IMF unions were invited
to pam(::patc in the new 4
umon s founding congress.. |
In the chemical industry, the -

entire Northemn Transvaal

branch of NACTU’smain -~
affiliate, SACWU, have joined - |,
CWIU and others are joining 2
in the rest of the country. = .+

CWIU hasrepeatedly: -

appproached SACWU1t - -

discuss unity in the chemical ~

sector. (I,
In the municipal sector and .-

the public sector, big gains

are bemg made too. The. .

4

Y

"

Aot

organisation of municipal =~ -
‘workers is spreading fromthe -

industrial centrés to smaller = -

towns and progress isbeing -

made in merging Cosatu’s .

affiliates in the sector. The vl

Natal-based DIMES wants to

come into Cosatu’s municipal
union. The public sector1s

-

still weakly organised,but ..
national organisation is being . -

pulled together around health _
workers both inside and L

To Page 7
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~ the millions of unorgamsed

- 1
-----

than 10 000 pooplo.

From Page 6

 outside Cosatu. The newly

formed organisation of postal
workers, POTWA, has close
ties with Cosatu and will |
decide in October whether to
affiliate or not. -

- Cosatu is busy orgamsm g
farm and unemployed

- workers. Unions for farnt and

unemployed workers will be

launched as soon as national

organisation is strong enough

. At the same time, .- ..

‘organisations of teac s and

. artists have approac

Cosatu to unite with the mass

of organised workers. And
youth, student and civic

- organisations are seeking unity
. 1n action with Cosatu. |

In the mine, food, - g
construction and dome.mc

. sectors, national industrial ...
- unions exist. These unions are -

- all growing fast. CAWU has

..I"

grown by a third since its -

. launch in January NUM is the

rt'astest growing union in the
world and FAWUnow . -~
it:ornpletely dominates the food
mdustry in South Africa.-
~ While Cosatu’s affiliates are
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‘May 1 1s our day —

PW Botha says:

4 The first Friday of every May
PN ol PR g is “Workers’ Day —a pubhc
Gfad b holiday. F

t't i.

| Cosatu says' P
No thanks. You can’ tgtveus
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' May Day is ours. Mayt:s"

“% %" ° haveitagain next year.
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consohdanng nanonal
industrial unions, the
structures of Cosatu are
coming together as well.
At a national level, the

number of affiliates has fallen

from 33 to 2I'through - -" -
mergers. Only unions - - - -
representing the nanonal -
industrial sectors are expected
to participate in Cosatu’s July
National Congress.

“Ata regonal level, all
Cosatu’s nine regions have *
been succesfully launched. The

last regions to be established

were the OFS/Northern Cape
region; the Western Transvaal
region and the Eastern Cape-
region. Together these regions
unite over 200 000 Cosatu '
members. - - *

At a local level about thxrty
new locals are being set up
throughout the country. In blg
industrial centres and small
towns, thousands of Cosatu
shopstewards are uniting at a

local level to consolidate *_-

organisation and plan action.”

. The lesson from May Day is

clear : Thé more unions come
together, the greater the i unpact

of workers.

Every year, on May 1, we
will have our holiday — orrr
‘workers’ holiday. - ° - -
We have demanded and won
this already:
- This country’s employers
have recogm;sed that May Day

2l o { isours. It is writteninto -
. oreements affocting hundrods

of thousands of workers that -
they will have a public hohday

Bz, .___;;.; . on May 1, and be paid for it. -

One May Day

*So what is this “first Friday .
every May”? Who did you
consult? Who gave you the
mandate? We never raised the
demand. :

We said May Day Was Ours.
We told employers it was
something we could not give

up. -
And we won t.

PW Botha also says: .~ .
» The state of emergency must
slay.
« The Group Areas Act,
bantustans and apartheid
education must stay.”
 The police and army must
stay in the townslups.
. Pe0ple must stop * =
‘campaigning for the release ot‘
detained leaders. =
» People must stop " AL
campaigning for the T R
unbanning ofbanned Soe
organisations. = <
» Opposition orgamsatrons
must stop gettmg funds from
Overseas.
. Pe0p1e must stop promotmg
organisations like street -
committees and defence umits.
. The ANC must be crushed.

"
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Cosatu says* (AT S
We are opposed to what PW
Botha says. We think the only
way stability can be restored in
our country 1srf Bac P

and always will be

.ii_r—' - --- \ - —

£¢:  ours. We had it last year. We
- had n-thtsyear And we‘ll

. Apanheld is abohshed
completely.

 The emergency is hfted

tmmedlately Wi BRER s

e Leaders in detentxon and
prison are released. . .
» The army and police are -
withdrawn from the
townships. . -

L]

- » Basic democranc nghts are ;

guaranteed. Y
» Banned orgamsanonsare ;."
57 L5 ', ,g

-
- =
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Meanwhtle the pohce'

« Ban Cosatu meetmgs

» Detain Cosatu leaders and .
workers. - -

e Ban Cosatu’s newspaper..t - ;
*Raid Cosatu ofﬁces TA TR

« Monitor Cosatu meetmgs
and offices. - . LRI f'::
« Seize thousands and -
thousands of Cosatu :
publications and pamphlets.

» Accuse Cosatu of promoting
communism by campaigning .
for a living wage.

-, =

~» Accuse Cosatu of being part

of a conspiracy with banned
organisations like the ANC .
and SACP to overthrow the
existing polmcal and

economic system by vrolence. 4
Tl:ns IS how workers |
yesponded: o
Over 3 000 000 workers

c¢ecided to vote with their feet :

on May 6. They stayed away £

from work in protests agamst
the activities of PW botha and ‘
his police.. ‘
‘They demanded. Gis, s
« The right to organise. -
» The right to hold rallies. 1
* The right to promote the '
living wage campaign. ;“
-'I‘henghttospeakandwnte
what they feel.:
» The right to campatgn for the

release of their detained leaders.

~» The lifting of the stae oF

‘emergency.
"« The unbannmg of banned

;i’“"

organisations. < 5. ek £k
They said, loud and clear" ;
We will struggle for a non- -_'
racial, united, democratic -~ .
South Africa — desprte what
PW Botha has to say.
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ON June 12, 1986, PW In protest against the unsafe
'+ Botha's government declared s conditions on the mines which
another state of emergency in e led to the death of our Kinross
an attempt to smash the spirit comrades.
. . of resistance which had swept o On December 1, hundreds of
across South Africa since late f it thousands of workers again
1984, by SR .:-i % A2 took action in protest against
On June 12, 1987, the state B Pl “&-s4 the vicious attack on the
of emergency will still bein | . P < : m} ‘MAWU rally in Durban which
force -- and so will the spmt i PR ~.;$;  left one worker dead.
of resistance. e ¥ A J Then from December till .
' The “anniversary” of South R *%% Febuary over 10 000 OK
Africa’s third and ]ongm o ,_ Bazaars workers mobilised the
'_emergency gives us an el : 10138?51‘3"31' national strike for
- opportunity to look back on ¢ 'a_lw!ﬂ_z wage — and won.
the past year to see the impact § o And in March over 20 000
of the most terrible period of LNy i t railway workers and 8 000
__ repression in the country’s gt S :? | post office workers came out
history. b g =7 on strike. The post office -
In that period, PW Botha and ® R workers returned to work aftes
other reactionaries have: s a month — victorious. Our
» Launched massive attacks on raﬂway comrades are still on
the union movementand - - strike, still strong 3Dd Stlll
promoted the establishment of umted. -
vigilante forces toattack _ -On May 1 the: whole countnr
workers. | o i e s A R R e e S e S R N e s S S s . StOpped as milhons of workers
" e Detained at least 30 ooo e R N e e R LN e s e sl Slayed away to celebra:.e May
activists, many of them = . * ESSiRGS . ASeuiate -t & oep o oSl agiehe @ Day. -
members of Cosatu and our S sGe et h 0y - On May 5 and G, ll mom.hs
affihates: & | Pdsibe it ale s ieobsici o into the emergency, more than
« Killed more than 1 000 three-million people stayed
peop]e In our townshlps' way from work in protest -
many of them youths. against the election. Despite
e Invaded many of our h th_c_detention of lcaders. and
neighbouring countries, - vICl0us attemipts to smash
| Perhaps the biggest insult of exisung structures, people
all came from PW Botha stayed away in their millions

-' e _;j..-.;; in solidarity with the -

123 dismissed SATS workers and
to protest the racist election, .
. therepression and the ;'i i%.
contmued detentonofour - ©

himself — he called an all-
% white election on his wife’s
o bm.hday to geta mandate for
. more repression. =
" 'Now, as we remember the |

oot introduction of the §tate of = - c?m t ofr&;;st:;mce 55 -~fi'f; |
emergency, a few namesand* ™ | ..
places are worth remembenng, Durban. L _ On June 16 last year . S Sn'?;gef'ﬂlaﬂ ever before. The '
too: The listisendless. . . . | the emergency was just four | WOTKerS mgvemcm = rtyora
+ Moses Mayekiso, Noel Then, there are the dozens of | days old, millions of people wae ICETI00 e c(;'cr before. .. ™
Williams, Lizzie Phike,” =~ | security police raids on our _ stayed away in sohdanly w:tb ] e OeEActon s leadersth_z:-:;:‘
. Mathew thham, Denis Nee.r offices and meetings; the ‘the youth and in protest | of the mass democratic .. ::.:" %
b S % Bricik Godongwana, Amos - | countless vigilante attacks on : agamst emergency m struggle is greater l.han ever -m
- .- Masondo, Richraond Buti and onrmembers.&specmll)'m : P o AL SR DELOREL 356 %
: " the hundreds of other Cosatu | Natal; the seizingof our = ‘Tens of thousands of | More than ever before
4 members who are sull e " | newspaper and pamphlets; the | workers mainly from shops mﬂhon§ of workex:s a_re 14
34 detenuon. L --_- ~ +“ | constant bannings of our - | and mines, went on strike .. .| determined that this ime we
. t2. 3L L ealitie especially our living | against the detention of union | will continue to go forward.

The bomb that hit Cosatu .

A .
P The Kmross mine dmaster | wagerallies, and the total | ] underlhe P House might have been the -

. .'f-' 2 Th H R . . .
1 m?m'::?:m of ey Daya e workery | towsandsof werkesn | Do e Wittrsand
in Nelspruit. =+) % o550 058 - hotiday. .. - 10 | Qilferentpartsof thecountry ., | 1 ipe nover andgstrenm
= The seiges of Cosatu House. it o 2 :thm-; 28 ?n?kerﬁgn'ﬁ; iction againstthe, | the millions of workers and -
'_ s "I'h: sacakll]ndg u?f 16b 000 SATS reactionaries have done their i O l mc;re than = | youth who supported the two-
2 Tt of sl ﬁé‘f" best o ry and squash the |-, Oeteber L more han . day protstaction on May 5.
*":;* workers at Germlston and : SPPE:: 51?; ;CW . -~ | mobilised behind 300 000‘ -'-i Nothing on earth d-— not even
- % Doornfontein, =5 i m: .:.f:ﬂ ,‘ vt | NUM workers for the biggest. | nuclear bombs — is as strong |
.= = The shooting of Mawu J udge for yourselt‘ on Just a | national industrial strike ever | as the organised power of the :
| members at theirrallyin - - - few examples: . ..o c in our struggle. The strike was - working class g X
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