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aLIVING WAGE struggles
Ziafl'ecting more than a million

iworkers are now unfolding.
And as the gap grows ..

between the wagesworkers ' ' ”fl
need and the profits bosses

want, massive worker action

for a living wage seetnslikely

this year. " -: , 1

In the metal andmmmg -, , '
sectors— the backbone of
Cosatu’s living wage
campaign -— the wages and '
conditions of nearly 900 000
workers are presently under

 

negotiation. .
" The 370 000-strong National

’ Union of Mineworkers is
demanding, among other
things: ‘
. An across-the-boatdmerease

v of between 45% and 55%.

' Danger pay- . “a
'oAnendtoPAYEtax 1 ~-;5
deductions from July 1;" '
- A reduction'in hoursof
work. - -
The mine bosses are offering

a 12%mcrease for coal mines
and an increase ofup to 169%
on gold mines. J
TheNUM has already

declared a dispute with the ' ‘
mine bosses and will be able

.~_to go onalegalstrikewnhma
month.

 

Meanwhtle theMetaland

LAlliedWorkers Unionand,
other metal unions in the 7 ‘
Industrial Council for the '
metalindt'tsu'yareheadedfaar

"- similardispute.
Thebossee are ellertng;

10.5% increases 1— well below:

the rate of inflation — which _.

have been rejectedhythe*f 1‘
unions. V _
The unions aredemanding

that the bosses lower the » «.

difference between what semi

' skilled workers earn and:what
unskilled workers earn. f‘: .‘

 

All Cosatu unions are,

"- meanwhile, building the min;
' wage‘campaign to fightfem:
s - A living wageforall

‘ workers. .-. ,-
~o An end to tax deducuons. “~  

Decent education andnaming

for all. ‘ ‘ '
v An end to the hostelknigxant

11.”...

labour system and decent »
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Join thethg Wage eempalgn-— build worker unity.

housingnear ourplaceof
work. ‘
- A40-hotn‘week. I ’
- Six months' patclmatenuty
leave. ‘i..,:: -_:‘

Under attack
YOURnewspaper,Cosatu
News,1s under attaékii
The seeond'Issue, produced in.
November1986. was banned
becausethe state feltit was
“too militant”. Cosatu1s. _ .
appealing against the banning
The fourthissue, produeed1n
May 1987, was also
immediatelybanned. But
before'1t was banned, the' '
police raided our offices ; ,
countrywide and confiscam '
about 55 000 copies under the

t

. emergency regulations. We. ;3 g
were unable to print the Zulu '
and Sotho editions because of ~

I-this.
- The CosatuExecutive '

 

2

Message, Which was produced ,
in February this year, was also
seized all over the country.
Close to 100 000 copies were

again raided Cosatu offices

taken by the police. ., ,1 _

Lastweek the police once '

 

countrywide and confiscated i :
pamphlets about the attacks on
our organisation.

WORKERS andwbscnbers
Because ofthe attacks on.
Cosatu House, Cosatu News11

‘ and other Cosatu publications,,V
Cosam’s Executive
Committee has decidetlthatwe

 

can no longer produce Cosatu
News as a standardnewspaper
for the time being. ‘

Cosatu News will stillcome
out7butit will be the size
of this issue, between 4 and 8

pages thick, and more regular. ’

~SUBSCRIBERS: We have ~
been unable‘to get all our
records from Cosatu House, so
please bear with us. We will
_be muucmring our
subscription service in line
'with the changes to Cosatu
News. You will soon be
recieving Cosatu News and
other information.

' Johannesburg in July.

' - It Is the place where our

added to. ‘2 ‘- *-

I majority of worker. .
d_elegates In every” "

  

 

I 'Includlng the- farm and
unemployed unions._ ,

‘ Thls NC Is taking pine?

’ repressIon agelnst the _4
Worker and democratic “

Forward to
the‘ National
Congress!
COSATU’s first National

UCongress (NC) slnce our» ;

launch In December 1985 5'
will take place In ~

'* i

The congress Is the most g

Important decIsIon-making
body In Cosatu. 3.

pollclee are changed or";

‘4
e
m
u
.

It Is the place whereour r-
constitution can be ,V v f

. changed.
It Is the place wherewe

elect our national leaders. .

' The NC Is democratic.:_ .

Every union In Cosatu ls‘
entitled to one delegate for

every 500 paid-up members
It has. There must be a

 

:
delegation. '
With Cosatu’s peId-np

membership of over f":

 

x1; 700 000, there wIlI be at
“least 1400 delegates at the
NC.

Unions In .the 12 major
lndustrlal sectors must
merge before the NC is
held, or face dlsclplinary
action by Cosatu. Unions
In the mining, metal, food;

'domestlc end coustructlon

sectors have already merged

Intoblg Industrial unlons.‘

Once all mergers Are 3%;-

complete, there wlll he 14

unions In Cosatu -

   

when our country Is In fig;
crIsIs — attacks and. '

   

 

movement are greater than

ever. . ‘ >= ~

But workers are IeadIng the

massstruggle against

poverty and oppresslonJ
The ‘declslons that come

out of our NC will guide

Cosatu for the next two"
years, and will have a major

Impact on the future of our

struggle and our country.

Everyworker In Cosatu
must make sure that "
resolutions and pollcles for

Cosatu’5 NC are being
'widely discussed In your

unlon. i.

Forward to the NC' '

 



  
holidays, an end to migrant

  

    

   

 

  
    

  

COSATU’s second-largest

' affiliate has been launched; labour and the hostel system

boosting our campaign for one and equal vocational training

union in each industry. for men, women and youths.

The National Union of

Metalworkers 1n South Africa - The adoption of theFreedom

(NUMSA) was launched1n Charter and the development of

Johannesburgon May 23,‘ a political programme for

bringing together more than workers,asasthe only way the
130 000 workers from eight organised workmg class can

Ad1fferent trade unions 1n the- - take the lead'in the struggle for

metal, engineering .and "10“)" liberation. The Freedom

 

 

 

industries. '- Chartet' was adoptedas a set of ‘

' The “CW union’s offioe— “minimum demands” {or a free

beams are Dame! Dube and democratic South Africa.
> (president), David Madupela ‘

* gfmgfisggggdafiimx -- ResolutiOnsstressedthat the

end result of worker struggle
president)... iaii
Comrade Moses Mayelaso_ should_ bea Soc st society.

who1s presently.being charged whereworkers control ’
with treason for his 1 _ governmentand industry.

community work1n Alexandra - Affiliation to Cosatu, the

—was elected general- ‘ lntemational Metalworkers’

secretary, even though he was - Federation and the _ ‘

" unable to attend the congress , International Chemical and

. because of his incarceration. ' Energy Foundation.“ " ,

‘ Comrade Mayelciso was This makes NUMSA the

. given a standing ovation by second-largest Cosatu affiliate,

' the more than 400 delegates. and the second-largest union in

2 Among the major moultions

‘ ‘ adopted by the new union are:

- A national demand for a 40-

, the country— second'1n size

1 only to the National Union of

Minewbrkers. which has also

1;: V hour Week. a living wage of adopted the Freedom Charter

_‘ R4.50 an hour, the right to Explaining therole of the ‘

strike, six months matemny new union, NUMSA presideht

leave, March 21 May 1 and Comrade Daniel Dube said: '

June 16 as national paid .“This union was not only ’  

created for those who tool: part

in the congress. We campaign

for all workers in the metal

industry - this is a home for

all of them.”

He added: “Unity is essential

for all workers. to increase our

bargaining power and om
political power — theepower

of all the oppi'essed."

The new union also

condemned the recent attacks

on Cosatu and other

democratic organisations.
These attacks were referred to

by Cosatu general-secretary
Comrade JayNaidoo at the ‘~
opening of the congress when-

he told delegates: “We must 1

build organisation—it is our '

defence. We must consolidate

and advance in all sectoxs. “

“The tides have aimed; V

workers are on the march. The

greatest defence of Cosatu'is to

understand this." '

The president of thesouth‘ ‘

African Youth Congress .

(SAYCO), Comrade Peter

Makhoba, gave a similar , ‘.

message in his address to the

new union.
“We must build alliances

betweenthe youth and the

workingclass.” he said. “We V

must work together1n the

trenches to overcome the

enemy."

_ CosanifiNews _ N0511987 1, g, '83

For millions,j§

voting meant

staying home;

ON May 6, while two—million

' white people votedin the?

whites-only election, an 5,}
estimated three-million black ”

workers took part in a massive _

protest—atwo-day
nationwide stayaway' from

work,school and university.

Workers and youthwere

responding to a call by.j

Cosatu. the UDF and the

NECC. for two days ofprotest‘ 9

action onMay 5 and 6.Com

. The unconditional 1

teinstatement of the 16 000

dismissed SATS workers.

. That negotiations take plaee

between elected worker 1

representatives and SATSto

settle the dispute. , 1 '

- That the killings, harassment

and intimidation of Cosatu-

members stop and that we be

allowed to meet and speak.

freely.

1. That all detainees be released.

oThat repression end and a

climate be cneated which1s ,

favourable for demoexatic

activity.

E-
J'
P‘
“
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In additionthe action was, as

Cosatu said, “a response to the_ ,

all-white elections which-, ;~ 5'

capitalise on and deepen ‘ '

racism, ignorance and fear“ 11:11!

“which aim to consolidate

power and wealth more finnly

in the hands of the minority".

- The whiteelections, said— U;1

",Cosatu, did noteven remote

touch on the real'1115115

dominating the lives of the

millions of oppressedand

exploited. = . . _

In fact, the elections. 7} , :1 .

concentrated on how to repress

and control the democratic 5:;

organisations supponed by the-

vast majority of people. .1

Since the two-day protest

. action, none of the demands

Cosatumade has been met and
repression hasgot.much -

worse. f 1‘ -' '
But there have been heal gains

—the unity. solidarity and ' ’

strength of workers and youth

has grown a thousand times

and has been felt by millions '

all over the coun- . A
l‘

1}
:‘
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’ linking Cosatu and SARHWU i ’

   

M-hL—Q-ARH '- The" Count House bomb blast. to ANC/SACP. _ .4 . '33:
arch 12° SATS worker" 1 wasn‘t the first8M0" the 4- CO-O . 4 3..” s .

Andrew Nendzamba dismised. working class __and it won't ' rdinating committee ' April 23: Cosatu iauhehesa

March 13~ 500 City Deep 1 be the last, as you can tell attempts to meet SATS._ urgent court acnon Gets an
.;. workers strike from "“3 day-by-day : management fails to amve. undertaking [1131mm will be

’ Negotiations open, and- breakdown of the events of the AP”! 21' Meeting “’"h “0 film“ “"13““! 3650"b)’

Nendzamba1s 1einstated , pasttwo months. SATS wk“ Place , . -. police at Cosatu House. - g
4: conditionally. ~ Z ‘ CWdiMIiDS committee PUB ' April 29: Second siege. ' ;

, 5-March 19: Strike spreads. Chamber of Commence ' forward only a proposal for " 7 Police come with a search . 5

Workers want his ‘ ~ ‘w Twenty Workers arrested 4-— SATS ‘9,”m5‘3“ Nendzamba * warrant, and three men in. A ' §

unconditional reinstatement two injured— at Meyenon. mmmmauy “"5 33“” ‘0 balacmas D0mt Out 11 SATS
and other demands have 4 March 31: SATS worker “?gmim0WISSUES law! workers and one youth. who 4
emerged— recognition of ‘ shotIn Soweto. ; 4 V ' SATS ”15C“ proposal and are atrested. ;

shopfloor representatives and _A___PRIL ’ ; reaffirms its ulnmatum. SABC/Citizen link arrests to p

‘ negotiation 0'! disciplinary April1:Seven workers ' Pohce surround Cosatu ' 4 ~ necklacing 0f {09‘ SATS
. code. ; 4 _ arrestedinSpn'ngs 1.5; Houseandsearchaliworkers workers _

- March 23: SATS general Cosatu pledges solidarity and leaving - 4 - " ’_4 Cosam tries to bring urgent . :

manager given speda1 POW“ ' urges SATS to acceptw .1 A. _ . WAD". 22 Early'mommg:57; cm“ mm“ following a 5
of mass dismissal mdependent 111muon/- . *1 ‘ SABC radio comment 'g‘further police raidon Cosatu 1

March 25: Cosatu offers to arbitrauon :— intensifies smear 031719318“ House ’ 2

mediate and cans on SATS to Ann! 2. Mmi'ste, 3; against Cosatu/ SARHWU April 30: SATS brings
settle. Sends telex to SATS , TEMPO“ accuses C083“, & Peaceful mcetins ofSATS , court action againstCosa'tu .1
'and Minister of Transport. UDF of wanting to "create ‘workeisbroken up by police enegauons of torture and .-

March 25- Strike spreads _ ungovemability in the ~ - 1n Genuiston and three SATS mumidauon at Cosatu House. ,

media eampaign begins. 5‘” facwfies» ' workers killed. 4 Cosatu does not acknowledge

SATS accuses SARHWU of April 3. 305 SATS workers In JOhannCSbufg. three . or deny allegations but

exploiting the stn'ke. _ 1 arrested at Ogies and sent back workers killed at Doornfontein undertakes to take steps to

March 28: Living Wage 'to“homelands”. Station 4 ‘ prevent any unlanulaction.

rally1n Witwatersrand banned. April 4: hopaganda Police and my lay siege to MAV 1
Cosatu House smounded by campaign against Cosatu Cosatu House and detain about May““_1'.25 Maypay rallies ..

armed police as 3 000 SATS intensifies . 400 workers. banned. .

~ kameet ‘0 discuss _Aer 15: Citizen and SABC wake” and “Ems TW° T&GWU membersm
. settlement V publish propaganda “torture” assaulted, and damage to Pietermaritzburg attacked and p

5 March 30: Meetingwith allegatims. _ property eSfimath at more ‘ beaten up -—- allegedly by _,
-~ UWUSAmembers“."-1‘ 1‘

 

Ego;

.'
..
.t
1‘
.’
.
L.

.
.
_
.
_
.
.
.
_
_
_
.
-
—
-
_
m
—
—

‘
-

1
1'

'

‘.
v
;

.-
.1

-
.

-
,.

x
‘

.
‘

Federated Chatnberof414‘ .

Shot dowh h the 3151121631," of the po
Doomtonteln station last month, at theheight of the SATS

strike. - V4. 7””.,-é ~.t-...> '

 

  
  

  

  

 

April 20: SATS. general,5 f V .1113“R53 0909+.

. manager issues statement

 

THE two bombs which _
exploded at Cosatn Housem

1 Johannesburg were the biggest
ever on the Witwatersrand.

' But the bosses’ government“,
5whichis normally very quick
tocondemn any bomb blast,_

never said a word.
' tjItisclearfiomthesi2eofthe

  

  
  

 

3bombs, and where they were. .
planted, that the terrorists .
planned to flatten thewhole _{

building. ' ;'-.;‘ ‘f

They knew what they wene”
doing. They cut then:way

5’ through thick metal railings"

 
153311601139; at'

~1_-.v .' »":'..,_.,.;.g41...4 ,1):

{on top ofa wall at the back of
the building. and placed the . -
bombs'in the basement— ..
apparently near the lifts.

. 5' It seems the bombs went off
almost immediately. . V :. ‘
Cosatu security officials .

«
r
'

 

ItWilltakemOretha

 

PW Botha’s government
I usually has a lot to say about ’
bomb blasts. But they haven't

' said a word about the blasts
'whleh wrecked our building.

 

heard footsteps and saw; a beig
Mitsubishi parked at the back

7 of the building. As they went
to investigate, the first bomb A

Went off.
The building was shaken so

badly that peOple were thrown

. to the floor. All the lights
went off immediately, and the

building was full of dust.

There were about 20 workers

in the building. If any of them.
had been travegiling1n the lifts, ‘

they would certainly have been

killed.
“Then a short while later, the

 



 

  

May 5 and 6: Millions of
Workers stay away in protest
against attacks on Cosatu ‘
May 5: NUM organiser
killed in Vryheid by UWUSA
niembers.
May 6: Cosatu’s East
London oflices attacked and '
Germiston offices broken into.‘
M317: Two powerful
bombs explode in Cosatu
House. 7
Nick Henwood detained,

May 8: Offices in
Bloemfontein, Witbank and
Welkom raided—
Comrades detainedm
$55 000 copies of Cosatu
ews confiscated throughout
e country.

May 91Cifizen/Star carry
fiolice allegations that workers
may have been mmdeted at
Cosatu House.
May 10: MAWU NEC in
Isipingo twice intermptéd by
security police, who search
cars.
May 11: Union member
who had an argument with

police at Cosatu House beaten
up and manaeledto the bottom
of the security gate among
broken glass. -
iSARI-IWUoifices'1n

n

a bomb tostop Cosatu:
next bomb went off.
The blasts caused very
rious damage. The basement "
was completely destroyed, '

andpartofthehallsonthe’
ground floor collapsed into the ,
Basement 4
iThe main beams supporting
the building were badly
damaged, the lift shaft was
destroyed and the lift doors
were blown out on all 11
floors.
:}The1e are massivecracks'1n _
the walls of our building on
the ground and fi1st floors, and
the building13 too dangerous
to enter— except from the
first floor, usinga firernan’s ‘_ .

Some workers have gone
inside to get the most a; '

 

“b11mtdown. _

- negotiations: -. r; . é
, Engineers sayitw111 take atc. A-
’least six months to repair the.

‘retum to the building or not. 7

. not give us offices. Despite ' '

'VJ

'-.-‘, 2...“.4.f..a,;-~. - .7

am

 

Kroonstad are brbken 11pand
closed by police, who tell all V
oflicialstolenyethearea “j" ‘
permanently. , -
May 12: SABC co1nme11t
calls on employersnot to‘ . 5:5,
negotiate with so-called ‘ “‘
"murderous faceless elements :3' 7 '1
in the trade union movement”. 1
May 13: NUM recieves 73$
bomb thmt at temporary '
oflices in Johannesburg and is. 5
forced to move. Many ‘ 1
affiliates refused office space
because they are linked.to
Cosatu.
Offices of Trasco, neit to

COsatu affiliates1n Tudor
Mansions1n Johannesbni'g,
burnt down. -‘ ,
May 14: About 190 000
copies of a Cosatu pamphlet
-— outlining attacks during the
past few weeks-confiscated '
in many places. -

May 17: Cosatu regional
congress in Western Transvaal
disrupted by police. who
prevent the meetingtaking
place.
MAWUoffice'111 Krugersdorp .

vandalised after threatening
phone calls from AWB.
May 18': Nelspnnt offices

important docmnents for

bUilding.'and the CEC has yet ,
to decide whether we will .,-

In the meantime, Cosatu and
its affiliates in Johannesburg
‘are finding other offices;
although many landlordswill‘ ,

this ourworkhasnot 1.,._-7
stopped. Meetings, struggles;
strikes and negotiations are
continuing as before. The
determination ofCosatu
members'15 Stronger thanever.
‘In meeting after meeting,
workers are saying“Whatisto1 ‘5’:
be done. " What do yo11 think
Cosatu mustdo ? ' .

15
’

Comm News
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1110 May Day mood: Namibian workersmarch through the streetsof Kataturatownship ln Windhoekafter a rally attended by more

one COuntry.one federatmn.
WORKERS learnta valuable
lesson from May Day this
year: Themorethey organise
into one tinion in each
industry, the more powerful
the unions become and the

‘ more workers join up.
1 The more unions come
together in one federation, the
greater the power of the
federation—and the greater
theimpact oforganised ,
workers on theunorganised,
the youth.and:all oppressed

If MayDay rneans working
.' . class unity, then working class

unity means one union in wch 1.
' industry and one federation'1n "
the country. \

i-

Cosatuis committed to one
trade union federation of-

‘national industrial unionsin ,
' South Africa. Our slogan'IS:
. One Country,One Federationfl

 

—One Union, One Industry'.
Today, Cosatu is closer to this
goal thenever before;
Inthetranspart industry, _.,

i workers from the Cape-based
Tramway and Omnibus Union,
Nactn's TAWU. the SATS . '
staff association BLATU and

   

  

   

In true style, President PW
Botha declared May 1 a

workers’ holiday —-and then
banned virtually all outdoor

rallies organised by workers.
But this didn‘t stop workers all

over South Africa from
celebrating the true meaning of

:1 workers’ day. Thousands
attended Indoor rallies, and

? thousands more stayed away
from work. But what arethe

' — lessonstobelearmlg; a?“

“"1va

' Zakheni have‘ma‘de contact
with Cosatu transport affiliates
to become part of the one big
transport union which is being
formed. SARHWU alone has

“grown 15y 15 000 members1n
thepastsixweeks. .~_
In the textile industry.- 1- ._.

Cosatu’s NUTW is a major-' ..
force in the 200 OOO-strong,
textile, clothing and leather ' , .
union federation formed by all
the major unions in the
industry. Most of the unions
were in Tuesa. The federation
aims tb ei'entually form one
national union in the industry.

Already merger talks between

NUTW and TWIU are fairly
advanced. NUTW is busy
forming one union with-
SATAWU and other textile
workers'1n Cosatn

In the commercial and ,
catering industry, HARWU
and the 3 000-strong Cape »
Liquor and Catering Union are
talking unity, while other
locally-based hotel unions
,want to come in. Cosatu’s
CCAWUSA, HARWU and
RAWU are formingone union .
inthissectorsoon.;:-

In thepaper andpulp
industry, over 3 000 workers
from the NUFW have joined
Cosatu’s PWAWU1n the past.
month.

   

PWAWU,NUPAWU and
other Cosatu affiliates with
members in the industry have
finalisedplahs for merging. r .

:‘w;::.',. u. :a' a

  
2:1:‘5"

In themetal industry, one big -
' union was formed ata ' .
congress in Johannesburg from
May 22 to 24, bringing , ~
together more than 130 000
workers from Cosatu unions

': " Meanwhile

and MICWU. Many other
workers are expected to join
this new union.
All IMF unions were invited

to participate in the new
union’5 founding congress.
In the chemical industry, the~ ‘—-'-z

entire Nonhem Transvaal .
bmnch ofNACI'U’s main 5
affiliate, SACWU, have joined »
CWIII and others are joining
in the rest of the country.
CWIU hasrepeatedly
appproached§ACWUto
discuss why in theehemical
sector.

In the municipal sector and
the public sector, big gains,
are being made too. The ..

organisation of municipal
workers is spreading from the
industrial centres to smaller ~
towns and progress is being

made in merging Cosatu's .‘
affiliates in the sector. The
Natal-based DIMES wants to
come into Cosatu's municipgl
union. The public sector is
still weakly organised, but .
national organisation is being
pulled together around health
workers both inside and

To Page 7

  

e
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than 10 000 people.

From Page 6

outside Cosatu. The newly
fanned organisation of postal
workers, POTWA, has close
ties with Cosatu and will
decide’in October whetherto
affiliateornot. 1‘ -. .
-'Cosatuis busyOrganising

‘ the millions oftmorganised
farm and unemployed .

‘ workers. Unions for farm and
unemployed workers will be -

5 launched as soon as national
organisation is strong enough.

‘5, Atthesametimeg-TW-u. ->
organisations of teas s and

‘. artists have approac
Cosatu to unite with the mass
of organised workers. And
youth. student and civic '
organisations are seeking unity

I in action with Cosatu. - - '
In the mine,food,

r

construction and domestic '
5. sectors, national industrial. >2
' unions exist. These unions are1

.1 all growing fast. CAWU has
grown by a third since1ts ~

launch1n January; NUM1s the
{fastest growing union inthe:
world and FAWUnow5
‘completely dominates the food
industry1n South Afn'ca;
While Cosatu’s affiliates are
 

 
consolidating natiohal
industrial unions, the .
su'ucturesof Cosatu are
coming together as well.
_At a national level, the
number of affiliates has fallen

from 33 to 21:‘through_ ‘
mergexs. Only unions , - 1
representingthe national -
industn'al sectors are expected
to participate in Cosatu’s July
National Congress.
At a regional level, all 5

Cosatu’3 nine regions have
been succesfiilly launched. The
last regions to be established
were the OFS/Northem Cape
region; the Western Transvaal
negion and the Eastern Cape '
region. Together these regions
unite over 200 000 Cosatti
members
At a local level, about th1rty
new locals are being set up
throughout the counuy. In big
industrial centres and small
towns, thousands of Cosatu
shopstewards are uniting ata -
local level to consolidate -
organisation and 'plan action

. The lesson from May Day'IS
clear: The more unions come
together. the greater the'tmpaet
of workers. '

‘May1 is '9__ur day —-

'is“Workers’ Day”
hohday'E‘T”

' CoSatusaysz' ,- _5
No thanks.Youcan’tgive1is
what we have alreadywon.

   
'_a publiej.

01n's. Wehaditlastyear.We

 

'7 had i'mhis year And we’ll :' '1
haveit again next year. . .

" Every year, on May 1,we
will have our holiday- 0111'
workers’ holiday. -_ 3 : 1 5
We have demanded and won

this already.- .+ 5
Thiscountry's employers ‘

‘isours. It iswritten into
' agreements affecting hundreds
of thousands of workeis that

" onMayl, andbepaidforit.
. ' 1 .So whatisthis‘ffirstFriday 5

01119MayDay
every May”? Who did you '
consult? Who gave you the
mandate? We never raised the
demand. ‘ .-
We said May Daywas ours.
We told employers'1t was
something we could not give
up. . .
And wewon’t.

PW Botha also says: 1
-The state ofemergeheym_ust
stay. .
- The Group AreasAct,
bantnstans and apartheid
education must stay. ' “
-The police and army must
stay in the townships;
- People must stop
campaigning for the releaseof
detained leaders. '7,5,‘ “ '
- People must stop 5
campaigning for the _ __‘ 5
unbanning ofbanned“ '"__5f '
organisations. ‘ 5‘ "
- Opposition organisations
must stop getting funds from
overseas.
. People must stop promotihg

‘ organisations like street55 '
committees and defence units.
.The ANCmust be crushed.

 

Cosatu says:
We are opposed to whatPW
Botha says. We think the only
way stability can be restored in
oureountry isif: ‘ 1- 1 

".‘MayDayisom‘sL Maylis‘

have recognised that May Day

they will have a public holiday

and alwaysWill be
5 PW' Botha says: ' -
The firstFn'day of eVery May

- Apartheid"1sabolished
completely.
- The emergency is lifted - -
immediately . .3
. Leaders'1n detentionand "
prison axe mlwsed. . .
. The army and police are
withdrawn fmm the
townships. -

‘x

- - Basic democretierightsare 5
guaranteed. v 5
oBannedorgahisaiionssre,-

3

7 ,

1

Meanwhilethe polices

-_ Ban Cosatu meetings.
- Detain Cosath leaders and?
works. - , -; 5
- Ban Cosatu’s newspaper. _,
-Raid Cosatu offices ~55 .5
constantly. . » 3 5
- Monitor Cosatn meetings
and 05668. 1' ~ 1 1 .1:
- Seize thousandsand' ,
thousands ofCo'sam 1 . .
publications and pamphlets.
- Accuse Cosatu of promoting
communism by campaigning.
for a living wage. -
. Accuse Cosatu of being part
ofa conspiracy with banned ,
organisations like the ANC 5;
and SACP to overthrow the '
existingpolitical and -
economic system byviolence;

5 55
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This is how workers
1esponded: .5
Over 3 000 000 workers 5. '
decided to vote with their feet
on May 6. They stayed away .
from work1n protests against:
the activities ofPW botha and
his police. 55,55 ' ‘1‘55,J .5 :g— a5;
'lhey demanded. .. I
-The right to organise. 5 .
- The right to hold rallies. 5‘:,
- The right to promotethe
living wage campaign. 5" ’ 5
- The right to speak and write 5
what they feel"? ' '1'; 5_
~ The right to campaign for the ‘ "-
release of their detained leaders.

   
  

 

”
V
;

5- The liftingofthe stae of
emergency. 5

' 5- The unbannihg of banned
organisations. ’1‘: 51?: 2 é 1
They said, loud and clear.» . .
Wewill struggle for a non-_ 5‘

racial, united,democmtic "T . “
Scuth Africa — despite what " 5
PW Botha has to say. ‘-“ "1 ‘ '
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ON June 12, 1986, PW :
Botha’s government declared
another state of emergency in
an attempt to smash the spirit
ofresistance which had swept
across South Africa since late

, 1984.
On June 12, 1987, the state

of emergency will still be'tn 5
force— and so willthe spirit
ofresistance. '
The “annivetsaty” of South

' Africa’s third and longest
' emergency gives us an -

_ opportunity to look back on
the past year to see the impact
of the most terrible period of
repression in the country’s
history.
Inthatperiod PWBothaand

other mfionariee have:
- Launched massive attacks on
the union movement and ~
promoted the establishment of
vigilante forces to attack
workers.
- Detainedatleast30000"
activists, many of them .
members of Cosatu andour ‘
affiliates. ‘ 1
- Killed morethan 1000
peoplein our townships,
many of them youths.
- Invaded many of our
neighbouring countn'es.
Perhaps the biggest insult of

all came from PW Botha
himself— he miled an all—
whiteelection on his wife’s =
birthday to get a mandate for
more repression. ' ‘
Now, as we remember the ‘
introduction of thestate of.. -
emergency, a fewnamesand
places are worthremembering,
too.

- Moses Mayekiso, Noel
Williams, Lizzie Phike,

" ‘ 5. Mathew Oliphant,DenisNeer, I
Enoch Godongwana, Antes

detention.

Masondo, RiChmond Buti and
the hundreds ofother Cosatn
memberswhojamstillin .2 . '

'5?

-:The Kihross minedisaster
‘ where 177 wodters died.”.

. The Cosatu House bombs."i
and the bombingofour offices
in Nelspruit.s 1.
. The seiges of cosahiHouse

'_,o The sacking of 16000 SATS'
. ’,- workers, and the subsequent

, shooting of at least seven “
workers at Germiston and , v
Doomfontetn.“1.'s)~

' - The shooting ofMawu
members at their rallyin

r.‘ '-,t

The list'ts endless. ., 1 .
Then, there at: the dozens Of

security police zaids on our 1
ofiices and meetings; the

our members.especially'in.
Natal; the seizing of our
newspaper and pamphlets; the ’
constant bannings of our
rallies —especially our living ~
wage rallies, and the total
crackdown on the celebration
Of May Day as atrue workers'
holiday._ .
Yes,PW Botha,’his ‘ -

government and the other
reactionaries have done their'
best to try and squash the
spirit ofresistancek ‘ ~ " '
Havetheysucwedeti? _.1. .4

Judge for yourself, onjusta
fewexamples: .. ,1; ,2

On June 16 last year, when
the emergency. was just four
days old, millions of people
stayed away insolidarity with

. . , theyouthandinprotest ~
countless vigilante attackson - against emergency {eprdssion

w .' ' ‘i =. _

Tens of thousands of 7 _
workers, mainly from shops
and mines,.went on strike
against the detention of union
leaders under the emergency..

On July 14,hundreds of .
thousandsof workersin ‘ ‘ L
different parts of the country.
took strike action against.the
emergency. " " ‘

On Octobet' lmorethan

300 000 Cosatn workers V
mobilised behind 300 000 .-_-'a
NUM workers for the biggest.
national industrial strike ever

‘1 united. -
1-_On May 1, thewholeeountry

in protest against the unsafe
conditions on the mines which
led to the death of our Kinross
comrades.

On December 1, hundreds of
thousands of workers again
took action in protest against

the vicious attack on the
MAWUrally in Dubai: which

left one worker deed.
Then from Decemba’ till ‘.

Febuary over 10 000 OK
Bazaats workers mobilised the
longest—ever national strike for

T a liying wage -— and won.
‘And in March over 20000

_ . railway workers and 8 000
' post oflice workers came out
'on strike. The post office

a month — victorious. Our
'1‘ railway comrades are still on

strike, still strong andstill

stopped as millions of workers
stayed away to celebrateMay
Day
On May Sand6, ll ihonths
into the emergency, more than
three-million people stayed

» away from worktn protest
, against the election. Despite
the detention of leaders, and
vicious attempts to smash
existing strucmres. people .
stayed away in their millions
in solidarity with the '
dismissed SA’I‘S workers and
to protest the racist election, .

.- therepression and'the ,7.
continued detention ofour
comrades. 22'“.
\The spirit ofresistanceisa.1 I
stronger than ever before. The
workers’ movement is more .‘ '
detennined than ever before,
Workeraction andleedership' '-
of tlte'maSs demoeratic
struggle'ts greaterthan ever
before. . : . - ,
More thah ever be{ore, ..»

millions of workers are

determined that this timewe- - -
will continue to go forward.
The bomb that hit Cosatu 1
House might have been the -
biggest on the Witwatemand,
but it was nothing compared
to the power and strength of
the millions of workers and ' %
youth Who supported the two-
day protest action on May5:
and 5 41 ., g . 1
Nothing on mrth — not even .

nuclearbombs— is as strong.

X
‘i‘

..<

as the organised power of the g
in Our struggle. The strike was workingclass. ‘

.-'7 


