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An Extended Meeting of the National Executive Committee of the ANC was held in

Lusaka, Zanbia on the 19-21 January 1990. It was attended by nmenbers of the

Nati onal Executive Conmittee (NEC) as well as the |eaders of the ANC recently
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The neeting took place subsequent to the designation of the year 1990 by the NBC as

our Year of Peopleis Action for a Denocratic South Africa. Its deliberations therefore
centered on the key question of what needs to be done to end apartheid and transform
South Africa into a united, denocratic and non-racial country in the shortest possible
time.

In this context, it reaffirmed the centrality of the tasks contained in the Statenent of
t he

NBC i ssued on January 8th, the occasion of the 78th Anniversary of the ANC and

exam ned was and neans of ensuring their inplenmentation

The neeting reiterated the inmportance of the engagenent of the masses of all our

people in united action agai nst apartheid as a key elenent in the continuing offensive
agai nst the repugnant systemof white mnority dom nation

In this regard, it considered and agreed on the role of the |eaders recently released fro
m

prison in nobilizing and uniting all the people of South Africa so that these nasses can
act as one force pursuing the comon goals of justice and peace for all. It recognised
with great appreciation the work these | eaders have carried out already and paid tribute
to them as national |eaders of our people.

Enphasi sing the i mportance of the unity of the people in the struggle for their own
liberation, it considered the role of these |eaders in ending without delay the fratricid
a

strife in Natal. It viewed this continuing massacre of the people as totally unacceptable
and a national problemwhich requires the direct intervention of our national |eaders to
interact with the people in ending it.

The nmeeting further called on all those working within the Bantustan structures,
including the participants in the forthcom ng neeting of Bantustan | eaders, to commit
thenselves to the perspective of a united, denocratic and non-racial South Africa and
therefore ally thenselves with all other forces fighting for this objective. It con-
gratul ated those who have already taken this step and urged them further to deepen

their involvenent in this struggle.

Havi ng weful |y assessed the situation within the country, the neeting reaffirmed that
the conditions which forced the ANC to resort to armed struggl e have not changed.

This situation continues to make this struggle a key conponent part of our strategy.

It nust therefore continue and be intensified. Al necessary measures nmust be taken to
strengthen our arny within its theatre of operations so that it can carry out its noble
tasks with even greater effectiveness. At the sane tine, the neeting reiterated the
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conmitrment of the ANC to negotiate and agree to a mutual suspension of hostilities as
provided for in the Harare Decl aration.

The neeting paid tribute to the international conmmunity for the role it has played and
continues to play in the fight against racial tyranny in our country, by isolating apanhe
id

Sout h Affica through the_inposifion of sanctions, and supporting our national |iberation
noverrent and its struggle for the emancipation of our people.

It calls on the world forces united against apartheid, for a denocratic South Africa, to
continue along this path and act together for the total isolation of the apartheid regine

It also calls on all who wish to see South Africa transformed into a non-racia
denocracy and peace in the region secured, to support and extend assistance to the

ANC and the rest of the denmocratic novenent of our country.

The neeting expressed its grave concern at the unfriendly act of the government of
Hungai y whichl against the interests of the overwhelm ng majority of the peggle of our
country, its own international conmtnents and i n contenptuous disregaxd of our own
representations received representatives of the apartheid regine. It therefore nmakes an
urgent call to the CGovernment of Hungary to return to its traditional positions of
opposition to raci smand abandon any plans it m ght have to establish economc,

political and other relations with apartheid South Africa.

The neeting reaffirned the significance of the Harare and United Nations Decl arations,
the latter unani nously adopted by the General Assenbly, as the basis for the politica
settlenent of the problens facing our country. It enphasised the inportance of the fact
that these docunments are supported by the overwhelm ng najority of the people of

South Africa, the rest of Africa and the international comunity.

It reiterated that, in keeping with the provisions of these Declarations, no negotiations
can take place until the necessary climte for such negotiations has been created. The
refusal of the Pretoria regine to take the appropriate action in this regard is yet anoth
er

el ement confirmng its unwillingness to see the apartheid systemended with as little

bl oodshed and destruction as possible.

In this regard, the neeting reaffirmed the inmportance of the i mediate and uncon-
ditional release of Nel son Mandel a and other political prisoners. It paid tribute to our
dear conrade and fellow | eader, Conrade Nel son Mandel a, and expressed its ful

support for his continuing actions even fromwi thin prison, which are fully in keeping
with the policies and objectives of our noverment, to take the struggle to end apartheid
further forward.

The neeting further reaffirned the preference of the ANC for a settlenent arrived at

by political neans. The ANC has held this position fromits very foundation. It has,

t hroughout the 78 years of its existence, done everything it could, to prevail on
successive white nmnority regines to adopt the sane positions, to no avail

The neeting reaffirmed that our conmitnent to these positions is not in doubt. It is
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fundanental to the nature of the ANC as a novenent which seeks denocracy, peace

and justice for all. At the sane time, the process of ending apartheid through

negoti ations requires that the Pretoria regine should itself also denpbnstrate its
conmtrment to a political solution by taking the necessary actions which would make
such a sol ution possible.

The neeting warned that no solution can be arrived at while the apartheid regi me seeks
to inmpose its will on the majority of our people and their representatives. A negotiated
settlenent nust address the fundamental aspirations of all the people of our country,

wi th those aspirations having been expressed by the people thenselves in open politica
activity and debate. The Nationalist Party and its government therefore need to take a
deci sive step forward by neeting the conditions for the creation of a clinmate conducive
to negotiations and recogni ze the central inportance of the genui ne representatives of
the people of our country.

The neeting egpressed its ggave concern that there are still sone patriots |langu_1s’ hing
on

death rowin Pretoria. It demanded that these should under no circunstances be

hanged. It further denmanded that the apartheid reginme should stop all its acts of

repression, including the banning of neetings and attacks on denmpbnstrators and striking
wor kers, as have happened with the opponents of the rebel cricket tour and the rail way
wor ker s.

M ndful of the evolving situation in our country, the nmeeting resolved that the ANC
woul d respond to any positive change, to encourage further novenent forward towards

the speedy elimnation of the apartheid system Wrk would therefore continue to
strengthen all organisational structures of the novenent so that they can play their
historic role in this regard. Furthernore, preparations would continue for the convening
of the next National Conference of the ANC, later this year, at which would be
represented the entire nenbership both frominside and outside the country.

The neeting reaffirnmed that the senior |eaders who have been rel eased fromprison are
part of one, united | eadership of our nmovenent. They will operate together with the
Nati onal Executive Conmmittee of the novenent to provide the necessary | eadership as

we advance towards the goal of the fundanmental transformation of our country.

The neeting | ooked forward to the forthcom ng Sunmit Meeting of the Frontline States.
This woul d provi de an opportunity, especially for our hone-based | eaders, to neet the

| eaders of our region, extend our deep appreciation for the unswerving support for our
noverrent and struggl e and di scuss with them what needs to be done further to intensify
the of fensive agai nst the apartheid system

The neeting reaffirnmed the urgent responsibility of the ANC, the mass denpcratic
noverrent and the people of South Africa to take all necessary action within our country
to oppose Pretoriais destabilisation of the countries of our region. It confirned our
historic task to liquidate the apartheid system as soon as possible so that peace can
prevail throughout Southern Africa.
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The neeting resolved to convey to President Kaunda, that outstanding statesman and

em nent man of our continent, UNIP, the governnent and people of the Republic of

Zambi a our sincere gratitude to themfor their selfless support and invol vement with us
in the struggle in Southern Africa for justice and peace. Special thanks are also due to
Conr ade President Kaunda for everything he has done to enable the | eaders from hone

to travel to Zanmbi a and beyond. The peopl e of Zambia should rest assured that, deeply
appreci ative of the sacrifices they and ot her peoples of our region have nmade, we will
not rest until the apartheid systemis destroyed once and for all

The neeting further resolved to extend the congratul ati ons and solidarity of the ANCto
SWAPO and the sister people of Nam bia, as they advance towards their emancipation

It considered the successes regi stered by our conrades in arns of SWAPO as a mmj or
victory for our people as well and | ooks forward to the day when our representatives wll
join the people of Nanmibia at their independence cel ebration

The neeting resolved to extend its warnest greetings to our President, Conrade Aiver
Tanmbo and wi shed hima speedy recovery. Al the necessary steps will be taken

i mediately to acquaint himwith the results of this historic Extended Meeting of the
NEC. Qur | eaders fromhonme | ook forward with enthusiasmto their neeting with the

Presi dent before they return hone.

The NEC took advantage of the presence in Lusaka of |eaders of the mass denocratic
noverrent of our country to express its appreciation to themfor the way they have

recei ved our |eaders fromjail. It also discussed with them further cooperation in the
conmon struggle for the transformation of our country into a non-racial denocracy.

The neeting reaffirned the perspective that victory is in sight. It urged all the people
of South Africa and all their fornations to unite around the call for United Peoplels
Action for a Denocratic South Africa so that we do indeed achieve freedomin our
lifetime.
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STATEMENT ON ECONOM C PRESSURE AND NEGOTI ATl ONS

THE 1986 PASTORAL LETTER

In 1986 the, Sout heznr Ai ri can_Cat hol LeABi shops’ Cenf ereace

i ssued a pastoral letter on econom c pressure for justice in
whi ch we made this statenent: "W oursel ves believe that
econom ¢ pressure has been justifiably inposed to end
apartheid". W went on to say that, should there be little
hope of fundanental change, "W _believe that such pressure
shoul d continue and if necessary be intensified" (1986 : 10)
We cautioned agai nst causing hardship greater than the
injustice we seek to elimnate and bringi ng about the tota
destruction of the economny. Alt hough we stated "that the

noat eiieatile_4nL_non_ui ol ent eei ot nsedu; vpgessuee -left is
3.
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5.

econom ¢ pressure” (5), we did not attenpt to give advice on
specific pressures. W urged that experts be consulted

bef ore deci sions be taken and that "the npbst inportant
factor in deciding on how much suffering should be allowed
to flow fromeconom ¢ pressure his the opinion of -the
oppressed of our |and" (10).

We have endeavoured to ascertain this opinion, but have not
cone to clear conclusions. Wiile political groups and

| abour organi zati ons :epresentingo the oppressed are
overwhel m ngly in favour of sanctions, surveys of cross-
sections of the popul ation reveal hesitations in the face of
possi bl e job | oss.

Qur pos; tion remains today what it was in 1986: we renain
deeply cohcerned about the Suffering of people and we stil
bel i eve econonic pressure to be justified. Qur dilema is

i ke that of people who work to free hostages but fear that
the operation may result in casualties.

EFFECTS OF ECONOM C PRESSURE S| NCE 1986

There can be no doubt but that economi c pressure has
produced results. It has played its part in curbing the
governments mlitary power and causing it to negotiate peace
in Nam bia and Angola. Internally we have w tnessed such
devel opnents as the reprieve of the Shaipeville Six and the
rel ease of prominent Black political |eaders. As a result

of international pressure reform and negotiations becane

i nportant issues in the election of Septenber 1989 and are
now firmy at the top of the political agenda.



THE ROLE OF POLI Tl CAL PRESSURES

Thi s wel come change of climate has cone abont not only as a
result of external pressure. At hone too, non-violent

. - iactm’ lhe | ong

struggl e of the oppressed people of South Africa has played
its part. It has recently been given new i npetus by the
Standi ng for the Truth Canpai gn whi ch, proposed by a
convocatien of churches in May 1988, the; 5%andt agSEee- hhe

?: nskzgzgggggg_has encouraged church people to take stronger
action to expose and renove the evils of apartheid. In the
political sphere the Defiance Canpai gn has put pressure on
the government to create an atnosphere in which genui ne
negoti ati ons can take pl ace.
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The present situation is one of cautious hope. Hope arises
fromthe recent upsurge in peaceful action for justice.
.Marches and_ rallies have denonstrated the hunger of the
peopl e for freedomand their desire to achieve it. in a
peaceful way. Hope arises too fromthe nore tol erant
attitude of the governnment and its police in regard to these
events.

But hope remmins cautious for as yet there is no explicit.
prom se of fundamental change. Still firmy in place are
such cornerstones of apartheid as the politica

constitution, the land | aws, the honel and policy

di scrimnation in education and the Popul ati on Regi stration
Act. While these remain their consequences renain too:
multiple forms of repression, w despread poverty,

i nsecurity, unenpioynent and starvation
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THE CHO CE BEFORE SOUTH AFRI CA : DESTRUCTI ON OR NEGOTI ATl ON
Two paths |ie ahead of South Africa. In the words of
Jereni ah "Look, | offer you a choice between the way of life
and the way of death". (Jer. 21 : 8) The wa ay X _ _death lies
i n stubborn adherence to the policy of apartheid Ehaer

WA 1

what ever disguise it nmay be presented_ The way of life lies’
r.-.

1n rea 1stlc nego iation leading to the dismantling of
apartheid and justice for all

6kg. LWLynn u) ( b.21(4vx

If we;:hgng__ | -way an i medi ate consequence wll be

the intensification of international pressure. This
intensification could come in waves involving step by step
further cultural and sport boycotts, restrictions on



tourism air travel and diplomatic relations; the halting of
coal exports and inports of oil and conputer technol ogy;
further pressure on |oans and even on trade credit. As each
wave fails to produce the necessary political changes it
---A coul d- beaf ol | oned by ahether wavei ef nere striageht neasures-e --t-
until all trade is affected and conprehensive mandatory
sanctions are in force.

11. Anot her consequence will be the intensification of interna
pressure to the point of severe social disruption. The

Black majority has reached the end of its patience. It JlI
not MEEEEW UHti |’ justice is a6hieved. 66i In the absence of
fundanent al change66EhE 6af 6666 struggle could increase and
becone a nore violent civil war than it is at present with
little likelihood of a quick resolution. The result will be
net ealy ihereased sufferiag aad . hmar 6f lifei but alse
further destruction of the econony. As we witness the

spiral of violence which war generates in the world's
troubl e spots the prospect of such a future fills us with
dread but honesty compels us to warn of its possibility.

12. The secohd path before South Africa is the way of life, the
way of realistic negotiations about the future. Wth this

in mnd many groups have call ed upon the governnent to open
the way for negotiations by agreeing to

f - .release. all political prisoners and detainees

uncondi tional | ly;

i. - lift all bans and restrictions on proscribed

or gani sati ons and persons;

3 - heed the call of the people concerning the renoval

of troops fromthe townships;

; - end the state of emergency and repeal al

| egi slation prohibiting free political activity;

t i - cease all political trials and executions

e -, X7

13. Having made simlar pleas in the past we endorse this cal
and resolve to work with all people of goodwill for the
renoval of obstacles to negotiation and for the creation of
the at nosphere of confidence, freedom and equality necessary
i n any genui ne process of negotiation.

14. To reach this point the government elected by the Wite
peopl e of South Africa nust recognise that the issue to be
,hgggtiatediis _the dismantling of agartheid. W 6accept that
owi ng to historical 66i EEEGEf Ences6fhis will make an enornmous
demand on White South Africa. No political comunity
relishes the prospect of surrendering the sole control of
its destiny and that is what the dismantling of apartheid
requires of the Wite community, for there can be no



subpt essi oh 46f abartheid without the dismantling of the
political structures that perpetuate Wite control. Wite
attitudes nmust change profoundly to render this acceptable.
15.

The White popul ation and all other people must be willing to
say: we are called to a noble: destiny than that of our
ethnic self-preservation; we are called to nanifest a
genui ne christian spirit and place the well-being of all the
peopl e of South Africa above our own, realising that this is
the' greatest service we can render to South Africa, to
humanity, to ourselves and to God. G ven this attitude we
can hope for a spirit of unity and co-operation that wll
make South Africa a happy and prosperous people and a
respected nenber of the world famly of nations.

16.

W realise that this sounds nore like a dreanl than a
realistic forecast, but the dreamcould carryswith it sone
hope of fulfilnment once the first courageous steps are taken
al ong the path of genuine negotiation. W urge al

Catholics to support this process through prayer” and the
promoti on of the public opinion necessary to make it
possi bl e. As Bi shops we dedi cate oursel Ves to this Cause

and hunmbly pray that many in South Africa nmay be worthy of
this mark of the Lord’ s approval: "Bl essed are the
peacenakers; they shall be called as children of God".

(Matt. 5: 9)
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mew ".w .A neetlng qt the Natiohel thecutive Chuhittee of the ARC wasnhel a
7 'in 'Lusikl. habitormiahdi Zhe-hifchere:893): 1t: wer eirsckettehdek
by | eaders of our novenent based inside South Africa. ihcludihg
Mel t on Mandel a. Walter Sisulu and other conrades.

The heeting reifeied thei Situati onastnceithe htstoric rel ease of,,
Conyade Nel son Hendele. It reiterated the fact that despite the
undoubt ed i nportance of this release, the magjority of politica
prisoners are still in 3301.

It is urgent that this matter be resolved. This urgency is
enphasi sed by the fact of the heroic hunger strikes on which our
conrades in prison have now enbar ked

It is 1130 of vital inportance that the Pretoria regi ne nove:

--mr. _;.,., - ,_obstacles standing in the way 6! .

negeti ati ons.

In this regard the NEC reatfxrmed its earlier decision to neet the
Pretoria regine to discuss the issue of renoving these obstacl es.

It wel coned the positive response of FR de Klerk to their
initiative. Having discussed various matters of detail concerning
this neeting, the NEC decided that it was necessary to initiate
contact with the reginme inmmediately to seek agreenent on the dates
of the neeting. the venue and other matters relating to the
preparation of the neeting.

The NEG al so di scussed as a matter of urgency the inplenmentation

of its eurlier decisions to send into the country some of its
nmenbers who would, together ,Wth the ARC | eaders inside the
country, carry-out an extensive process of consultetion with : 1!
denocratic and antieapartheid forces on the current situation and
:our perspectives. The NBC group will be selected and sent hone as
.t hecessary arrangenments are-uade.

The NEG considered a_report by Conrade Walter Sisulu on work done
to re-establish the legal structures of the ANC. -1t deci ded that

the Headquarters O fice of the ARC will be opened in Johannesburg

wi t hout delay. It also approved the constitution of other
headquarters. regional and local structures which will be put in

pl ace as soon as possi bl e.

It resolved to approach its international allies to assist in
providing the resources that are necessary for the rebuil ding of
the ANC

The NBC considered future international Visit: by Conrade Nel son
Mandel a and ot her | eaders based inside the country. It confirmed

that Conrgde Hgndeta will. from Zanbia, visit Z nbabwe, Tanzania
and Sweden before he returns hone. '

i nmi
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ew wwwef gi i siisgtoriecarade Handel: and other |eaders beSed inaideith; i:

had received. inviting Conrade Mandela to visit various countries.

1 ft thetefore directed the National Wrking Conmttee of the NSCto ;

ook into this quest!on to el aborate a programme of internationa

ecouhtry.

The "30 eXPressed it: profound thanks to Conrade President Kenneth

Kaunda, UNIP. the government -1’ e opie_;oi_#zenbte-edef-rther-"r-

n-aammrts?ten” 7 e . . .r . Ver_sen H hdefi.4his

famly and the rest of his delegation. This outstendinc

denonstration of solidarity and unqualified friendship is a vita

factor strengthening our novenent and people in the continuing

struggle to end the apartheid system and transform our country into

c non-raci al denocracy.

1ot

It al so expressed its warm Appreciation to the Frontli ne,

Commonweal th. EEC and ot her | eaders who travelled to Lusaka to neet

Conr ade Mandel d. The di scussi ons which took place with them have

hel ped further to reinforce the continuln inte n: -.. -
tieags-;r;:;:,:SE3-;u._. a- 'V ._ - _ -,--_ --_ -

, .1 - ., e.a’l an e.

the: rest of the international community for the nobilisation

carried out to welcome the rel ease of Conrade Mandel a.

The NEC sal uted Conrade Mandel a and ot her conrades who have served

pri son sentences for their opposition to apartheid. |: paid tribute

to then for their outstanding contribution to the struggle for the

i beration of our people.

It resolved that intedietely the conrades who were nenbers of the

NBC before they were arrested. namely Nel son Mandela, Walter Sisulu

end Govan Moeki, will resume their places with the NBC. The N50

further el ected Conrade Nel son Mandel a as Deputy President of the

ANC

The NEC resolved to convey its greetings to Conrade Presideht Sam

NUJO a, SHAPO and t he people of Nanibia on the occasion of the

accession of their country to independence. It further decided to

send a high-level delegation to participate in the independence

cel ebrations.

Finally. it paid its tribute to the National Reception Comittee,

the denocratic and anti-apartheid novenent and the masses of our

peepl e for the manner in which they received Conrade Mandela into

their midst. This process has hel ped further to reinfcrce the unity

of our people and enphasi se the necessity further to intensify the

struggl e.

The NBC conveyed its Warmgreetings to Conrade PresTdcnt O iver

Tanbo.. thanked: himifor his invaluable contributicntoits

di scussi ons and wi shed him e speedy recovery. The NEC is confi dent

that he will Socn return to his post to | ead our organisation

and people to victbry.



