has irresistibly come to a close. This applies to South Africa-t oo,
albeit the majority of its black inhabitants have thus far rejected

vi ol ence as a neans to solve conflicts. Disenchantnent with the
principle of non-violence seens, however, to be on the increase.

The late Z. R Matthews, one of South Africa’ s forenpst black educati on-
alists, has warned many years ago (of. Matthews, 1981:224) that viol ence
woul d | eave continuing bitterness, and that African comunities woul d
be destroyed in any attenpt to neet the power of the white South ,
African state with viol ence. What Matthews probably anticipated was
that a bel eagured governnent in fear of being overthrown woul d’ react
vehenently with repression and viol ence. According to Mazru

(1973:115) there has thus far been no precedent of a beleagured white
comunity, isolated in power in a former colony, which has been willing
to give up that power w thout violence. South Africa is not a col ony
where whites can withdraw to a netropole el sewhere in the world. This
nakes a violent conflict so mch nore probable if negotiated solutions -
cannot be achieved in tinme.
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Rl GHTS OF PASSAGE

ghere can be few | ess edifying spectacles

than that of a student nob, gathered outside

a lecture theatre to shout, jeer, sing, ululate,
chant and eventually, their efforts having
met with no apparent success, burst through
doors that were |l ocked to keep themout, in
order to disrupt a visiting academ cs | ecture.
The Conor Cruise O Brien affair has be-

conme synbolic of a series of broadly sinilar
incidents at the universities of Cape Town
and the Wtwatersrand, in which visiting
speakers were prevented from addressing
neetings, and in sone case were hounded

of f canmpus. Apart from QO Brien, others such
as Piet Koomhof, Denis Wirrall and a town-
ship politician by the name of Tam Li nda

(the SABC have tried to turn himinto a

nati onal figure) have all been refused a voice
these canpuses by hostile student groups.
ganes have been di srupted on the anniver-
sary of Sharpeville and on other enotive oc-
casi ons. Jew sh students who apply the stan-
dards of free speech rigorously in all other
cases have tried to silence pro-Pal estinian
speakers. Muslim students have done their
best to shout down speakers they perceived

to be Zionists. Freedom of speech has be-
cone an issue on the very canpuses which

have al ways been regarded as the nost libera
in the country. -

An interesting aspect of this situation is
that there is no group at either of these uni-
versities, including those which have slipped
so easily into mob behaviour in the past,

that would not claimto subscribe to the prin-
ciple of freedom of speech. But then anyone
who has spent sone tine observing the way
political novenments function will be aware
that there is no concept in human thinking
Wessel Ebersohn

so riddled with hypocrisy as the concept of
freedom No one put it better than Franz

Kaf ka: "As freedomis counted anong the

nost sublinme feelings, so the corresponding
deceptions are the nost sublinme.n Govern-
ment tal ks about separate freedons when it
means white dom nance, black politica
noverments tal k about |iberation when they
nmean power, as Marxists do when they

mean cl ass dictatorship.

Through all of this the adm nistrations

at both UCT and Wts have consistently

sought to pick a path anmong the conflicting
interests of their students that allows as
much freedom of speech as possible wthout
reducing their institutions to war zones.

In the words of Prof Robert Charlton, vice-
chancel l or of Wts: HConpl ete freedom of
speech is an abstract |iberal ideal that prob-
ably doesnlt exist anywhere. W subscribe

to the principle and we seek to uphold it to
the best of our ability. But we feel we cannot
all ow t he advocacy of racismor violence
Recently a third criterion, that of sexism
has been added, but that is perhaps anot her
story. Mobs of wild-haired viragos intent on
di smenberi ng mal e chauvi ni st speakers have



not yet appeared on any canpus.

At the centre of the conflict on |libera
canpuses lie large and intractable problens
over which the universities thensel ves have
no control: the conposition of the country,s
government and the political position of

bl ack students anmpbng ot hers. Janes Maseko,
president of the Black Students’ Society
(BSS) at Wts, sounded angry and di sgusted
when he said to ne: "I am denied freedom

of speech. W cannot be expected to give

that right to those who deny it to us. The
canpus cannot be divorced fromsociety."
Charlton extends essentially the sanme argu
ment: |iThe general public believes that gov-
ernment is justified in trying to i npose finan-
cial sanctions on us because of our failure
to uphold freedom of speech. But for thl5
government to adopt that stance is absurd
when it drastically curtails freedom of speec
itself. Under the emergency regul ations I

am not even allowed to call for the rel ease or
ny detai ned students. The crucial issues O:
sanctions and the academnm ¢ boycott cannO

be debated because it is forbidden to speak
in favour of them- small wonder if sone
students retaliate in kind." UCT,s vice-
chancel l or Dr Stuart Saunders remarks: "It

is tragic that peaceful protest is illegal in
South Africa - an indication of the repressive
nature of our society. Pressure cookers have
a habit of depositing the food on the ceiling
if they are not given proper attention."

A strong case can be nade for seeing gov-
ernment action as the root of the problem
Five | ndi ng nenbers of the Wts BSS have

been detained in recent years. One of them
Chris Ncgobo, has been in prison for two
years. Meetings have been banned, in one

case only 15 mnutes before the advertised
time, and audi ence reluctance to disperse

had to be dissipated by a police baton charge.
Peaceful denonstrations are regularly bro-
ken up, and students hol ding posters on Jan
Smuts Avenue the | egal distance apart from
each ot her are photographed by police. At

| ast three recent Wts SRC presidents have
been either detained, interrogated or restrict-
ed. The energency regul ati ons thensel ves
restrict freedom of expression and prohibit
protesting and petitioning, while the Inter-
6".)



Dr Stuart Saunderx, 1"ice-Cl/zancellor, Uniwnity of Cape Town.
nal Security Act bans open-air neetings and
the Publications Act restricts what may be
publ i shed.

At UCT Vusi Khanyile, a special assistant

to the vice-chancellor, was detained in Dec-
enber 1986 and has been hel d ever since.

Many who attended the conference of the
Soweto Parents) Crisis Conmittee (the pre-
cursor of the National Education Crisis
Conmittee) at Wts in late 1986 felt that it
was Khanyil e who persuaded del egates that
there was no sense in school boycotts, and
that |iberation-before-edueation was fruit-

| ess. "Revolutionaries" are made of sterner
stuff than this. Saunders describes himas a
"man of peace", and his role on the UCT
canpus after the Gan'en affair, as that of a
conci liator.

Oficial involvenment may go beyond aut h-
oritarian action. At the neeting from which
O Brien was driven, one Daniel Pretorius,
|ater to confess his role as a police spy on
canpus, was phot ographed in the vanguard

of the nob, no doubt doing his dammedest

to incite the prevailing bloodlust. A |eading
menber of the Students, Mderate Alliance,

a governnent - supporting organi sation

whi ch has recently adopted a nore |ibera
pose, has been seen on the 10th floor of John
Vor ster Square by someone visiting security
pol i ce headquarters under |ess cordial circum
stances. During the | ast week of Ranadan

| ast year 1 500 students packed the Janeson
Hall at UCT to listen to a tense debate be-
tween the Muslimand Jew sh student asso-
ciations. The nmeeting was trouble-free unti
someone who cannot be positively identified
but who was neither a student nor a nem

ber of the university staff shouted, Il1-leil
Htler".

Wi | e provocation cannot be proved, the

M ni ster of National Educationls reproaches
that the country,s largest |liberal universities
do not maintain discipline begin to sound
absurd, to use Charltonls word. The goal s
the minister says nust be achieved, and so
clains are not being honoured at present,

are uninterrupted and unhindered tuition
sound application of taxpayers? noney, good
order and discipline and the mai ntenance of
academ c standards.

The picture created by the mnistefs de-
mands i s one of continuing anarchy, perpe-
trated by wild-eyed radicals on canpuses
funded for reasons of altruismby govern-
ment. As one of the students protested to

me: HG me a breale

At Cape Town University the course suc-

cess rate for first tine entering students is
79% and the average success rate for all un-
IK HLVITJ 11 K5

der graduat es 84% one of the highest in the
country. In 1986 the university conferrer’
603 di pl omas, over 2 000 bachel ors, 370 hon-
ours, 260 masters and 56 doctoral degrees.
The figures for Wts are equally inpressive.
They are inpressive because they are achi ex-
ed agai nst high standards. Wts and L' G
receive 65% of all research grants awardec
to South African universities, on the basis 0



excel | ence. The sheer volune of research
apart fromthe quality criterion, is a go

i ndi cator of the degree of inquiry going on
at those two institutions while Oth (1 and
established universities produce at L le. by
conpari son, of published research work
Further, if you visit either of them on

days out of 100 you will find students an
staff going placidly about their business. An
on that hundredth day when there is a dis
turbance youlll have to be in the right plac
at the right tine to be aware of it.

The inpression is also created by govern

ment that the universities do not disciplin
their students. Although they may not hav
acted with the punish now, ponder |at.
kragdadi g/ieid characteristic of governne’:
the truth is that every incident of this natu
has been pai nstakingly investigated by t
university authorities and in many instanc
action has been taken, fines inposed a
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even rustication ordered. The report of the
conmi ssion of inquiry into the AQBrien af-
fair ran to nore than 90 pages; not the work
of an administration that took the matter
lightly, whatever the difference of opinion

on the report itself may have been

None of this is intended to indicate that

the liberal universities do not have a prob-
lem The nature of their predicanment is clear-
er to the heads of their adnministrations than
to anyone el se, but the fact that governnent
policy and actions have not made their task
easier is beyond doubt. U tinmately though

we all have to take responsibility for what
happens in our own backyards. The universi -
ties and their students will have to deal with
the probl em of freedom of speech in their
institutions within an amnbi ence for which

we all bear some responsibility. It is not sur-
prising that Saunders tells a story about the
u 'versity principal who died and went to

1'"3 it took a week before he realised that

he was not on canmpus.

Near the centre of the debate lies a closely
rel ated i ssue, that of the academ c boycott.

O Brien, an internationally respected |ibera
who was once Dag Hammarsjol dl s deputy

in the Congo, visited the country in defiance
of the boycott; not only in defiance of it but,
intrue Irish fashion, |loudly, determnedly
and belligerently in defiance of it. He called
it a Mckey Muse affair and referred to his

first grilling at the hands of UCT radicals as
an academni ¢ neckl aci ng. He al so pronounc-
ed to all who were willing to listen that he

was so liberal that he had brought along his
bl ack adopted son. Leftist synpathisers seiz-
ed upon his behaviour as a way of expl aining
the disruption of his meetings. In an issue of
Forum a publication of the UCT Acade-

i Association, Dr Neville Al exander des-

:38 the events of that period as "student
reaction to O Brien,s bull-in-a-China-shop
behavi our".

In an interview, Caneron Dugnore, SRC

presi dent, conplained that O Brien under-

m ned strategy, that he made di sparagi ng
remar ks, had an arrogant manner, was seek-
ing confrontati on and openly opposed any
form of academ c boycott.

In other words, as | understand it, O Brienls
neetings were di srupted because his nan-

ners were bad and he held views w th which
the students disagreed. It is an interesting
position. | think that Carla Sutherland, SRC
president in 1986, cane a lot closer to the
facts of the matter in an interviewwth D e
Bur ger published on Cctober 18 1986. "After
he arrived in South Africa," she is quoted as
saying, lithe Anti-apartheid Myvenment and

the National Union of Students of Engl and
requested Nusas and the Azani an Students
Organi sation to take the matter further." No
one can doubt that they conplied.

Despite the boycott, there are between five
and 25 visiting academ cs at both Wts and
UCT at any one tinme. During the tine that

the OBrien affair was in full swing, an arny



of ficer from Sandhurst was in the mniddle of

a six week visit as a guest lecturer. He and
the others went about their business unhin-
dered. | asked Janes Maseko the reason for
this and he answered that no nechani sns

exi st to ensure that the boycott is inplenment-
ed. It is not a reply to gladden the hearts of
the nenbers of the adm nistration.

Wthout a doubt the boycott is starting to
have an effect. One respected acadenic told
ne that, through the Depaitnent of Foreign
Affairs and the South Africa Foundation

he recei ves many di stingui shed academ cs.

"I'n the past | would ask themto give a

guest lecture. | wouldn,t risk it now" An

i nternational nuclear science sem nar was
held recently at Wts and a nunber of invit-
ed guests thought it wiser not to attend. In
1986, Prof Philip Tobias, a world | eader in
the analysis of early) hominid fossils, was re-
fused an invitation to the Wrld Archaeo-

| ogy Congress. The fact that he has al ways
been an out spoken opponent of apartheid

and was one of the prine novers behind the
Medi cal Associationis investigation of the

Bi ko doctors, conduct seens to have carried
no weight. And recently a Wrld Health O -
gani sation bursary awarded to Prof M chae

Si npson, a psychiatrist who is a specialist
on stress disorders suffered by detai nees, was
wi t hdrawn because he is a white South Afri -
can. Last Cctober he was banned from |l ectur-
ing to the Royal College of Psychiatry in
London; he was told of the ban only after

his arrival in Britain

The acadeni ¢ boycott is part of a wider
canpaign to isolate South Africa in every
possi bl e way. But even its supporters appre-
ciate some of its undesirable aspects. Dug-
nore told ne that he supports a selective
boycott. Al exander,’in the article previously
guot ed, says that the boycott "deprives main-

Iy the oppressed and exploited . . . we shoul d,
i nstead, support a carefully planned selective
boycott".

Fromthe point of view of freedom of

speech, a selective boycott seens to ne to be
the worst of all possible options. No doubt
Messrs Dugnore and Al exander see people

whose views coincide with their own doing

the sel ecting.

Saunders, in a statement to the UCT Sen-

ate on April 10 last year, put his administra-
tionls position clearly. 1Al forms of acadenic
boycott have been applied . . . to UCT. A

are inimcal to scholarship." El sewhere he
said: "No university can maintain the stan-
dards to which it should aspire unless there is
open conmuni cation between it and schol ars

t hroughout the world. The academ ¢ boycott

is destructive. It can only result in the erosion
of all that nakes up a university. "

Bl ack students are destined to play an
increasingly promnent role on the |libera
canpuses. At UCT, 22,470 of the student

popul ation is black and the proportion is

i ncreasing by nore than 1% yearly while at

Wts it is 20% and also rising. In private, al
sorts of people are conputing the date when

bl ack students will be in the majority and
wor ki ng out their own anal yses of what sort



of effect that will have. And, of course, there
are many whites who see the presence at the

uni versities of any black students at all as
bei ng unpatriotic, suicidal, generally dam-

ed stupid and certain to | ower academ c

st andar ds.

But standards have not fallen, black stu-

dents are passing and, according to a number

of lecturers, doing better every year. Hugh
Anpore, registrar at UCT, believes that it is
the very fact of the high standards that brings
bl ack students to the university. They know
that they will not get an inferior qualification
They do still see thensel ves as outsiders
though. They do not participate in student
affairs, except to run their own excl usive

Bl ack Students Society. An |Indian student

who was elected to the Law Students, Coun-

cil at Wts endured an orchestrated canpai gn

of vilification until other issues pushed hers
to the background and she was forgotten.

Bl ack students seemto have little choice re-
garding the 388 and its activities. Maseko
told ne that they have automatic nenbership

as soon as they enrol at the university. At
both universities black students have been

haul ed out of |ectures by BSS activists to par-
ticipate in protests and to attend neetings.
Anmpor e agrees that nost black students,

vi ews of UCT contain sonme degree of anbi-
guity. "All things visible and invisible at the
university, its very ethos, is white and West -
ern. There nust be areas of resentment.”

Janmes Maseko spelt out the black position

for me without any anbiguity. HSouth Africa

is not like a normal country," he said. "A

war i s being waged agai nst the people. W
cannot except normality. If Botha was gen-

ui ne about reforms he woul d have rel eased

our inprisoned and detained | eaders. He

woul d have allowed the exiles to come hone.

Wei ve | ost hope of change coming about

through Parliament . . .

"You cannot expect us to allow represent-
atives of a government that w thholds our

64



Prof Robert C zar/tan, Vice-C zanrel/or, Uni’'uen’ity aft/le Wwaterxrand.
rights to say what they |ike on our camnpus.

O bl acks who support the system either

honel and | eaders, comunity council -

lors . uThey are involved in clashes with
the people, vigilante killings," a second stu-
dent added. "It would be treasonable to |et

t hem speak. "
But who is a supporter of the system and

who is not, | asked? Are the nenbers of the
ogrnssi ve Federal Party supporters of the
dst enf

"Hel en Suzman spoke on the campus re-

cently and there was no trouble," was his
reply.

But can you guarantee that you will not

try to disrupt future PFP neetings? | asked
“I'ts not our policy to deny themthe right

to speak." The answer had cone qui ckly,

but it was followed al nost as quickly by a
qualification. "It would depend on the PFP
stand at the particular tine. It woul d depend
on the issue.n

And what of the future? "In a future non-
raci al South Africa these rights nust be
guar ant eed, but they nmust be seen in con-
text. Those who hanper our progress may

be deni ed those rights."

To see the intolerant left on liberal univers-
ity canmpuses as one nmovenent is, | believe,
faulty. The bl ack students are products of

ci rcunst ances that should be fanmiliar to any
South African who does not suffer froma

sel f-inposed blindness of spirit. The result
of the conditions under which these young
peopl e have grown to naturity is not one in
which tolerance is easily nurtured. It is a
poi nt Saunders has patiently nmade in speech-
es delivered in the wake of the O Brien affair
"W cannot assune that a young student

conmng to this university who has grown up

in a school systemwhich is authoritarian and
in a society which denies basic human rights;
a young person whose aunt sitting on a park
bench doi ng her crocheting can as a conse-
guence spend a night in jail and suffer the
indignity of having to go to court; a student
who realises only too well that if he or she
swinms in the sea in Port Elizabeth he or she
m ght be prosecuted; a school boy who has

been woken repeatedly at night by the rum
bl e of the Casspir outside or has had a brother
sister, aunt, uncle, father or a nother in de-
tention without trial for nmonths - you can,t
assune that a young person who has had

these experiences will automatically put the
prem um on the freedom of speech and on
academ c freedomthat you give itf, he said
at a md-year graduation cerenony |ast year
uYou therefore have to explain and di scuss
and convince themthat in a university en-

| NGRI D HUDSON

vironnment and for the sake of their own edu-
cation and for the education of those who
follow them these values are inportant!”

An intense group consci ousness grows out

of the kind of conditions he describes. You
cannot conpel people to live in a ghetto

then expect themnot to identify with each

ot her. The cenent that hol ds them together

is one of group identity, nationalism not



i deol ogy. That they are in favour of sone
vaguel y di scerned Afn’can-socialist form of
government follows unavoidably fromtheir
bei ng poor. But the ideogical left, | believe.
is a separate matter entirely. Wthout a doubt
the two overlap at tines. And w thout a doubt
it is to the ideological |effs advantage to frane
its strategies within the scope of the national -
ist struggle. But the differences are marked.
The points of divergence between those

who identify with an ethnic group (because

of the very colour of their skins and by their
shared sufferings) and those of whatever col -
our who do it out of ideological conviction is
shown all too clearly by the need to forma

Bl ack Students Society. The bl ack student

is interested primarily in ridding hinself of
whi te domi nance, not in the wondrous world

of Karl Marx.

Mar x|l s appeal to many people lies in the

total world view that his vision enfolds. Like
65
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the Freudi ans of 20 years ago, the Marxi st
interprets everything fromart and sex to
football and toothpaste comrercials within
the same framework and according to the

sane standards. It is less a scientific view
than a secular religion and it appeals to
young peoples need to tie up the | oose ends
and have everything fit. No other politica
view offers the conplete picture that Marx-

i sm does. Those who don,t fancy Marx often
try Jinmmy Swaggart or soneone of that ilk

as an alternative. The conpl eteness of evan-
gelical Christianity,s viewof life is markedly
simlar, as are the psychol ogi cal benefits of
adherence. In white radical circles, when
Marx is quoted it is often with a finality that
suggests that the last word has been spoken
and not hing may be added - thus saith the
Lord. Wien | interviewed David Wl sh,

prof essor of political studies at UCT, he des-
cribed this phenonenon perfectly. "They

are in the gn'p of a fundanentalist mnd-set,"
he sai d.

David Spitz expressed the truth of a state

of mind essentially the same in the Spanish
inquisition and Stalinis Russia as it is today,
in Khoneiniis Iran and some South African
departnments of soci ol ogy, when he wote,
uThose who believe not nerely that there is
an objective truth but that, by some mystery
of incarnation, it has been given to themto
know it, have rarely been willing to respect
the claimto such knowl edge by others? It

is this state of mind that |eads |eftist acade-
mcs to wite about "the nmyth of academic
freedont. Once you have convi nced your -

self that academic freedomis a fiction, then
you no | onger have to concern yourself with
all owi ng that luxury to others.

In an article in UCT New. in May this

year, the president of the SRC (an organi sa-
tion which, incidentally, is elected year after
year by a fairly small mnority of students’)
lists nine points that have been recogni sed
by the university as necessary conditions for
the energence of denobcratic processes in
South Africa. They include lifting the State
of Energency, releasing detainees and so
forth. He goes on to say in the next para-
graph: "All these are preconditions for free-
dom of speech." As the context of the article
was that of the university, if | understand
the term"precondition" correctly, in his
view there can be no freedom of speech on
canpus until the government has been re-
.)Jlaced. In ny interviewwth himl asked if,
"n his personal view, cabinet mnisters would
we wel cone on canpus. He said, "No." |

tied a few personalities. Suznan? "Ya."

Hendri ckse? il No." Schwarz? HYes, | thin

so." Buthelezi? iiDefinitely not." The ans-
wers to ny questions were no cause for sur-
prise. There is probably not a political jour-
nalist in the country who could not have
guessed how he would reply. Wat was in-
teresting to ne was that he was willing, and
consi dered hinmsel f conmpetent, to nake such

j udgenents at all

Uni versity students, |ike other concerned



young people, are a little inclined to be bl own
al ong by the freshest and sharpest w nd of
political doctrine avail able. National social-
i sm another all-enconpassing secular reli-
gion, captured the canpus in Germany be-

fore it seized the nation. In Mzanbique,
pro-Frelinm students wel coned the advanc-

ing revolutionaries, only to be driven from
the country during Frelinbis grotesquely
raci st early days. There is an innocence in
all this, a determnation to rebel against the
sins of your parents and fix the world once
and for all. It has been known to go awy.

In the mdst of all these currents the |ib-
erals occupy their usual position - in the

m ddl e, and their usdal state of mnd - in-
security. Social anthropologist Virginia van
der Viiet of UCT put it this way: "In the
Sixties allegiances were clear. Now you are
faced with equal intolerance fromeither
wing. In the Sixties, whatever you said you
were | ooki ng over your right shoul der. Now
youire still |ooking over your shoul der, but
it’s the left one."

Most frustrating of all is that the attacks
fromthe left are al nost al ways based on

i beral values. Expressions such as "l have
the right to be heard" enmnate fromquarters
whi ch seek, al beit equivocally, to deny that
right to others.

So the adm nistrati ons have sought to pro-
note frwdom of speech, using conmpn-sense
[imtations |like the advocacy of raci sm and
vi ol ence (both are problematic as no prospec-
tive speaker sees hinself as violent or racist)
to keep the worst sort of |oonies off the cam
pus; principles like iiequal platforni which
attenpt to give every side a hearing and the
banni ng of el ectioneering to avoid obvi ous
and unnecessary strains fromthis area. At
Wts, objections to proposed speakers will

be considered by a panel to which interested
parties will be co-opted ad/zoc. At UCT the
Academ ¢ Freedom Committee is to make
recommendati ons soon to Senate and Coun-

cil on the managenent of neetings. There

is talk of a conmttee with both student and
staff representation which nay deci de whe-
ther potentially problematic speakers should
be allowed in tricky circunstances.

"The right to speak on the UCT canpus

will be preserved wherever and whenever it

is possible to do so," Saunders says. |ICol -
legiality nust determine our right to allow
this essential interchange of ideas to take
pl ace. In contenporary South Africa it is

not possible to resort to the police in this
regard.

"It is our task to ensure that the whole
university conmunity understands why it is
fundanmental |y i mponant that all points of

vi ew shoul d be heard and’ debated. It is only
then that a university can enpl oy new i deas
and devel op new concepts, a role nential to
all universities, but a crucial one in contem
porary South Africa. The university will not
act as a censor. It will not encourage sel ec-
tive silence.”

"G ven repression, revolution, border war

and pious argunents," Anpore said to ne,

"it does not behove anyone to argue that one



must limt freedom of speech at this univer-
sity." H's vice-chancellor took it furthe’
"The struggle for freedomand justice can
succeed if in the process acadenmc freedomis

destroyed. "
But there is only so nuch that a univers-
ity administration can do. | asked Janes

Maseko what can be done to ensure freedom

of speech. uFirst the people nust be free,"
he said. "First address the matter of power."
But it nust be remenbered that even after

the matter of power is addressed, Mseko

can give no guarantees to ensure the surviva
of freedom of speech

A bl ack voice of great clarity came from

Dr Manphel a Ranphel e of UCTis socia

ant hr opol ogy departnment. She was one of

the few workers in the Black Comunity
Programme to survive governments destruc-
tion of their organisation and remain a use-
ful person: the effect she had on the |oca

bl ack popul ati on when bani shed to Tzan

was of al nost | egendary proponions. 5.

all owi ng freedom of speech we nust be care-
ful not to allow speakers who tranple on

the dignity of others. In our own enpl oying
of this right, we must all be careful not to
hei ghten the level of conflict. W nust be
able to disagree without insulting each other
“In a university we should be involved in

a continuing discourse, a search for the truth.
We cannot have a university made up only

of people with Iike m nds. W can al so not

be non-denocratic now and i nagi ne that

we will be denocratic after liberation. CQur
lives are a continuum Whenever we fal

short of this ideal we must be ready again to
di scuss and debate, to keep the issue alive, to
build trust for the future out of the ness of
the past."

I n Saundersi words: "Freedons once | ost

are very difficult to restore.”



