- WHO WAS behi nd Thursda 's

assassination atte t n O-

umbi que agai nst

Afrianl |l wyer,

dem c Albie $9

The

horn in

(successor to the

Bureau for State Se-

BOSS whose hand

have had the resources to pl ace

a very large bonb under his car

whi ¢ was parked outside the

bl ock of tlats where he lived in

central Maputo.

Clains by the South Nricans

that Sachs was the victimof a

bitter er. struggle raging

within t e ANC are plainly ab-

surd. _There is no such feud, at

| east not of the blood-letting

rftind, and even if ANC | eaders

- were trying to settle internal dif-
iferenties Wth bonbs rather than

_. words, they are unlikely to have
chosen Sachs as a target. H s en-

" ergies over the Past few years

have been mainly ained at

hel ping to overhaul Mzam

bi que’ s system of justice rather

than politicklng within the

ANC.
But why should the South Af-
ricans want to kill Sachs? To be

sure, he is a nenber of the

ANC, and has been ever since

he joi ned the defiance cam
pai gn during the 19505 when
there were still plenty of whites
in South Africa prepared to
stand up and 13th and go to
prison because 0 their passion-
ate opposition to apartheid.
Sachs, who becane a suprene
court advocate, went to rison a
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119% Jhswer 9nmg Bpgear to

be that she and Sachs and ot her
ANC hgures who have been

bonbed or shot at are "soft tar-
gets" in a canpai gn which

seens deliberate intended to

i nduce a sense O terror within
the ANC. Consider the recent

evi dence - the nurder of an

ANC man in hos ital in beso-

tho in February, t e bonbing of
the buil di ng whi ch houses the
ANC headquarters in Lusaka,

an attack one house in Bo-
tswana |l ast nmonth, an attem

Ft ed bonbi ng of the ANC ol -

rees in Brussels on the sane

day as the Botswana attack, and
of course | ast year’s bizarre at-
fair involvin an alle ed plot to
kidnap memrs of t e ANCin
London. All these incidents
suggest that the South Africans



have taken the war agai nst the
ANC beyond their own borders
and are prepared to use |IRA-
style terror tactics, such as the
use of bonbs in public places, to
achievestheir aims.., uw., 77
It could, and no doubt, will be
argued that the ANC are rea -
ing their just rewards. After a |,
they are carrying out a cam
pai gn of violence inside South
Africa which, however justified
its ainms, has also resulted in the
use of terror tactics and the |oss
of life by innocent civilians.
Why shoul dnit the South Airi-
cans reply in kind?
The answer is twofold. First,
however nuch one m ght decry
the use of violence to achieve
political aims, the ANC, after
decades of passive resistance, is
engaged in a stru le for an ob-
jective - the ismantlin of
apartheid and the estab ish-
ment of a denocratic South All
rican state - which has al npst
uni versal support. It is also
S T O TR
" hol der, is
S
e 53-
year-ol d and
| awy
; menber of the Man
o NW
up bya car bonb in
Maput o | ast week, was
i absol utely no danger to
Sbuth Africa; according
to 'friends in London.
Sachs, a British passport

expected to
survxvc but may | ose an
arm and an eye.
As. with last nontlfs
shooting of the ANC repre-
sentative in Paris, Dulcie
Sept enber, the South Afri-
can Govcrnntnt has denied
reponsibility. But Western
di pl omats in Maputo have
made statenments which seem

to point the linger at Preto-
na.
In his 10 years in thc
Mozanbi can capital, Sachs
has | ectured at the Eduardo
Mondl ane Uni versity, and
worlted at the Departnent of
justice, drafting a new fam
Iy law. But he has al so
assisted in the defence of an
Australian mssionary on
trial for collaborating with
the South African-supported
chanmo rebels. A fluent
Portuguese speaker, he has
produced a book on revol u-
tionary nurals. He is also a
keen outdoor nan, spending



a recent clinbing holiday in
t he Andes.

Though a nenber of both

the ANC and the South Afri -
can Communi st Partv. Sachs
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trade unionist Solly Sachs, he
was. hounded out of South
Africa by the threat of anest
and banning orders. In Lon-
don he married Stephanie
Kenp, a student activist he
had defended on a sabot age
charge. He lectured in | aw at,
Sout hanpt on Uni versity. An’
account of his detention, tjai
Diary’, was produced by thef_ .
Royal Shakespeare Com

pany. ' -

It is likely that the attack
was carried out by a Portu-
gucse exile, half a mllion of
whom live in South Africa.
Last year a white Angol an
paratrooper with a South
African passport was
arrested in Maputo with ,a
sunt case bonb. He confessed
that he was on a mssion to
bl ow up an ANC house.

South Africa’s long tenta-

cl cs have foll owed exiles
around the world. The, first
known use of a letter bonb
dates to 1974, when a bl ack
sttident |eader, Abraham
Tito, was killed in Bot-
swana. Over the years ANC
efficials have been attacked
In Zi mhabwe, France, Bel -
gium Britain and el sewhere
Ruth First, author and aca-
dem c at the sane Maputo
university, was killed by a
letter bormb in | 982.

London is the anti-aparta
hel d centre of the world.
housi ng ofliccs of the ANC
and the Pan-Al’rieani st Con-
nrr’'cc thr- Anti Anarthoir
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