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The two mines are Durban

Roodeport Deep, which enpl oys

8,177 bl acks and 496 whites, and

East Rand Proprietary M nes,

where 10, 289 bl acks and 1, 155

whi t es wor k.

East Rand has been receiving

gover nnment assi stance for some

time, said Rand M nes spokes-

man G eg Kukard, because

producti on costs exceeded

revenue | ast year by about 12 dol -

lars per ton of mlled gold.

The conpany contends it is in

the nations interest to keep sone

mar gi nal mines goi ng because if

the price of gold rises again they

woul d becore profitable. Once a

m ne closes, it is nmore dangerous

and costly to start it up again,

of ficials say.

Most mi nes have nultiple

shafts, some producing gold at

| ess cost than others. Because

East Rand and Dur ban Roo-

deport are old mnes, they have

rel atively uneconom cal shafts.
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(?Endangel ys Margi nal M nes
South Africa has the deepest
gold mnes in the world, and the
costs of producing gold each year
ri se because of the necessity of
di ggi ng deeper.
The National Union of
M newor kers, which represents
nearly half of the countryts
600, 000 bl ack miners, believes
conpani es shoul d use sone
profits fromviable mnes to keep
mar gi nal m nes runni ng, and
support enpl oynent. The union
opened annual wage negoti ations
Wednesday denmandi ng a uni -
form m ni num wage of 222 doi -
lars a nonth for underground

m ners and 210 dollars for sur-
face workers.
Such a policy would nean pay

i ncreases of up to 100 percent for
sone workers in the unions plan
to reduce pay gaps between
di fferent worker categories and
achieve what it calls a uliving
wage" by 1991.
Oficials at the Chamber of

M nes, which represents the

maj or m ni ng houses, have
war ned that drastic increases in
wages woul d pl ace 15 nargi na

m nes in jeopardy of closing.
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