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Joe Maseko has
taught himself
many things -
not least of
which is that
there is beauty
wherever you
want to see it.
This philoscphy
has helped him
fight against a
lack of
education and
makea 5
success of
Jiimself as an
artist

by IKE MOTSAPI
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Painting his way to

photographs by DUMI NDLOVU

(T OME people with
little, or no, :
A education don’t
" try hard to do
anything with their lives —
others try constantly to
upgrade themselves. Artist
Joe Maseko is one of these
people.

Although he only went
as far as Standard 1 at

4

" scheaol, loe taught himself .

10 paint with watercolours,
learned to speak and write
English by practising and
correcting himself with the
"help of a tape recorder,
and through township
Tcenes painted on paper
and cardboard has built
himself an amazing
success story.

"I didn't get very far at
school, so my main form of
communication was
through drawing,” says

4

Joe who started painting
— mainly with
watercolours — in 1959
Hungty for knowledge, Joe
started reading art books
and studying the great
painters of every age. He
taught himself art
technigues and the history
of art by borrowing books
and spending long hours
studying in municipa!
libraries. 3

It was then that Joe
realised that township
scenes needed to be put
inlo drawings so that
others could see them.
Today township scenes are
his main subject matter.

“There is beauty even in
ugliness,” says Joe, “it
depends entirely how
people learn to see things.
This is what | am trying to
do — to let people learn

<dJoe and a friend having

a chat. Behind themn are
some of Joe’s paintings.

Joe tells us about one of
his ambitions — to study
with great artists in
America and Eurcpe.
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through my paintings.
There is beauty
everywhere if you want to
see it.” '

Joe has experienced
both important
achievements and
disappointments in his
career.

His early artistic career
began with him exhibiting
his township scene
paintings at the Joubert
Park Artists Under The °
Sun Exhibitions. His
inclusion in the 1961
“Fame And Promises™
Exhibition at the Alder
Fielding Gallery really got
his career going because .
he made a good
impression on art critics.
One of the highlights of his
early career was an
exhibition of his works at
the Hilton Hotel in Denver,
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Colorado, USA in 1973.
Today, with 20 years of art
experience behind him,
Joe can boast of one-man
art exhibitions of his work
in West Germany, USA
and in Cape Town and
Johannesburg.

There have been the bad
times, too. Like when Joe
was asked to move out cf
the Colosseum Theatre in
Johannesburg, (from
where he was running a
gallery called The Art
Mart), because it was due
to be demolished to make
way for a supermarket. He
saw his dreams of owning
a : 2ryinthe centre of
town crash, but he dign’t
let it affect him too much.

It’s

“important _
tols
encourage
young
artists and
to make
i pUbﬁc

. app}‘ECiate
our own

art more.

Today he still has hopes to
open up a gallery of his «
own and is in fact planning
. to do so with the help of

some of his admirers. Mr
Steve Burger, Director of
Community Development
with the West Rand
Development Board, told -
me that he was doing his .
best to help Joe — whom

he thinks of as one of the
finest artists around —
make his dream come lrue.

Talking about the gallery
he plans to open in his
backyard, Joe says: “This
is the first'time that so
many people who are
interested in my work are
trying to help me. | know
there wiil be a lotl of
changes in my work. | have
a lot of feelings inside me
which | have no idea how
to paint. | do not know how
to learn 10 interpret these
feelings except by talking.
to and working with great
artists.”

He adds that the gallery
will be a good thing
because many — both
local and overseas —
visitors cram into his tiny
Orlando home to buy or
placé orders for their own
works of art. “With the
establishment of the art

.gallery tourists will be able

10 go home with
something authentically
African,” he says.

Joe hopes to encourage.
young Black artists, and to
draw attention to their
work through the gallery.
He also feels it is
important to encourage
young Black artists 16~
make the Black public
aware of what they are’
achieving, at the same
time as making the general
public more appreciative of
indigenous art.

An equally important

point, in Joe's mind, isto -

try and make the Black

( vare of the
Vdile ¢ oafl as an
investinent — not only a
financial one but a cultural
one as well.

_ “"That way children will
grow up in an environment
rich in their own history,
culture and traditions,”
says this very special man
who has beaten the odds
to make a success of

himself. Wi |-
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‘ur re staris here?
with Trans-World...

The truly International ,
Study comiortably at home for litlle cost (fees can be
paid in Rand) and you could join our successful
students from all over the world and improve your job | §
prospects in five or six months. ACT NOW before it's |§
too late. Courses offered in -
MARASEMENT COURSES - TROPICAL AGRICULTURE
LEARMING ENGLISH —~ ACCOUNTS — BUSIHESS STUDIES

FAOTOR YEHICLE MECHANICS — JOURMAUSH - TEACHING

SALESHMANSHIP ~ SECRETARIAL DUTIES ~ 6.C.E. O'LEVEL |
For your FREE prospectus on home study courses, fill |
in the coupon anu send this whole acivertiserment to
our local address TODAY - 2

Phonefficlency Business Training Cenfire
DEPT. RSA D7M, B7 LOVEDAY STREET, JOHANNESBURG 2001,
or P.O. BOX 9220, JOHANNESBURG 2000 TELEPHONE: (011) B38 - 7331

A, TRANS-WORLD
4% TITORIAL COLLEGE,

P.0O. BOX 42, JERSEY, GT. BRITAIN
2 : AGE:
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GERMISTON N 7 ik
TEL: B25-6232
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Stockizrs of cloctung medicines, blarkeis boen erc
WHRITE IN FOR YOUR FREE PRICE-LIST — AND KHOW HOW

MOLESALERS

P.O.BOX 11186, GERMEX 1408

FREE HOUSE PLANS

FREE TAX) LICENCE
APPLICATIONS

o FREE WATCHES
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TOP SEVEN CONSULTANTS (PTY) LTD
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money 8 Goods 8t recount prices & Fres wiaches ® Free dtang school repons = Fres leemen kooncs
toures DN Casastie epe (ususl price F120.004
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