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This document should be read1- conjunction with the SALSCOM booklet CJtitl:

“ossible rele for white South AIfricans” III'the subsequent "Lilitary EToject"

”Yil;1tary Dissenters FroHranme".Q) :

Ebom the above documents as well as from discussisns with those1i OlVGd

in SALSCFV the political history of these invo1ved in the coamittee is clearly

-f a breakaway group of the original 1TI_AS/’OKH: A organisation. Don IQDrt~n,

“ r ally inVGIVed in Olzhela and it seem;
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underground within soutd AfriCa i not claimed to form Fart of the SALSCOM

structure.

 

Infomation has been received jut a fundraising driVC by SALECOM in

which Terence Shott tsaVelled to France,rfclland and Switzerland where he m dc

con Lg

a

tact witJ traditional saurCes of 11.3me for SA apposi+ion groupings. Accoréi

c u a Putch graup named X min8 Y have given ame financialc

03 Net much is known abtut x mi1nus Y b; thé‘authors of this

repart gaceft that it is a "Christian/Sceiclist" grad? which raises cash by a

percentage leVy on the inco1e of membcrs.

It is furt?er claiined that the World University Service has given some
MAMI_ ‘

tht53p311cat10n. However6'
}begging to SALSCGM and that WUS is further considerin

14it seems tfiat tue TUE suupvrt was more a nominal emergency grant-rather than a

o

.‘uIn.ad‘ition SAL”"QV raised its Gas; with other orranisatians and individual:
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came from the ANC. ' A '
' , '~ \ 7 Mae M“!

_ aged tu-e (ANC and PAC but hm

e 5'" Tr: N' In"! t1 DI. _-. “.‘kAA.

SALuCGH aenroached what tJey beiieVed.to be a BCM"represafitEtive, Sipho;ut he» 51;,-_ A . ,
h ay. that they.
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) ,3. J U). y claim was positive. 3e r

knawrnothing about SALSCOE and that Buihelez‘ does not gepresent any P3X graugh

' iALSCOH have also approached or3r31Sations and indlv dumls in the UK for

support and seem to,at least have gained support for grinting materials. In addit c

‘*ihe January 6th 1978 edition of "AfriCa Confidential" Carrie8 an article on

SALéCOM entitled "Southfrica:The “mite m}derground". (Capv appended). However

prominent white exiles such as Hugh Lewin have dismiSSed SAI.,\; e aphr0qches1 JV 1 5 Q .L)

It also seems that CAIUCQ‘Ix will seek support in the USA amongst traditionsl
supporters of Don Merton and Okhela.



 

 

 

   
      

    

      

 

    
    

 

    

No 1n10rmat10n exists on whether or not EALSCOH has real contacts inside

k
So th tfrica but mcsgagcs 1ave been receiVed to the effect that SALSCOM documents

. . ‘ " gnaw“ 03.noKMC-n’r‘ . .
Jle commlttei thclr sunbert to he Ilulllllllll represen t1ng the masses of

390. 1-
,

the outn '1r1Cnh people nna ever since thfit time the number of innaig revolutionary:

-h1tes in Fouth hf has #rom.. E

novement he_v suceeded ani grown whic1 is due on y

understanding of the nature of SA society
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1e,fiave been Oppressed by a harsh ane

       

   

CoMmon factors emerge. These‘are factors rhich have led to thesucess of man:

4' suchresistance 3roups and so $4102.11:1 bn applied to the South Af 1 an }

situation.

      

       

 

  

     
   

In the case of South Sfrica it is‘ not enough  rdesireéliberatlon.

gTvup implementing the status quo.

6f the éofiety and this necessitates that‘the liberation movemefitWh' df‘
   
    revolutionary one.
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p" “rovides a baSefor1nd1vifl

 

cause The 11beration movement th

         

 

In thefirstWstaes 01 the develonment'ofa resis

  
  

intheface of the attempted '95}chan:2710“l control of the 013171135

1 FOSS their resistance and: q.       'second stage, ind1vidual resista e



 

:Ps chologicalwarfare-underurounn pressq/radioU
1 I

11 Intelligence section-to collect dnfi fiistribute vital 1nformation on tr“

p011.1ca1, economic struch'rn etc.

111 Escape lines— for moving peorlg 1n? supplies around the country as 1r“ 1

as “in and out..— IE ?GFECTORS ”"5““ “'“TNM ; ' ix: ulufhflfl'._

1v DireCt mi_1_itary 1cf1on-1nf1Ltrfifvnn of persons into key sectorfi

isabotage, guerillx warfare.

01,pmentandcontrol of liberation/ree1vt1ncegroups.At ;rés

r'or'mr‘:l.-a1.nrr‘of a few members. It would be count er—productive totheo‘ra11

theestab11shnd liberation movements. It is vitalthatwthe-tacticQ7:

by all1n the strugg1e fiétinto the 0vo_ra11 strategy for14berat

fileoA1ygroup which Will benefit W111 b9 thgflreg1me.

_ This rnsou451on 18 ha” onu of

lifeand death and part of the stru‘rj‘n to liberate South Africa ‘V‘rfiave

disnuaaed the origins of a lwborutlofi’“nc~atance movement and no

';a discussion of the criteria for the sweessful operation of sue

V;  
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. Thus it Can be clearlyseen that v1th1n the framework of the above analysis

both the Okhela and the SALSCOM phenomena Can be explained. Further it is clear

that the SALSCOM programme relating to military desCEters has some intrinsic

value in that it fits into the framework of revolutionary action. However the

question which needs to be asked and answerediis whether SALSCOM is the best

Imanner in which to achieve the]! stated aims and indeedlwhether SALSCOM has

identified the correct gOals and procedure to be use&?

c. Conclusion.

After intensive consultation with Various South Africans“

the consensus of opinion was that SALSCOM per se is not a suitable IIIII-D for i
tomes: «663's ’

the_ apprOaChAto be made on the question of young; whitesa ‘

in the military. Firstly it was felt that the politiCal history of those running i

SALSCOM is a severe drawback. While not here questioning personal committment d '§
iceawmuev

the individuals concerned, theyhlack the confidence of most young south AfriCans

approaehed on the matter.

Secondly, it was felt that while SALSCOM has as an elemeht,lll humanitarian é

support for conscientious obj ectors, more importance should be placed on those 3

persons who refuse to serve in the military for purely political reasons.

Thirdly it was felt that it would be unwise to encourage a stream 0"

progressively minded persons to leave south africa because of the difficulty of

placing them in other countries and because of the drain on the resources of
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progressive groups Operating inside south AfriCac A decision has been taken by

the leadership of the main progressive y01th groups vithin SA to remain inside the

country and.te work for liberation. Thardecision is that only those persons who ;

haVe no alternative should leave the country and even then this should be by I

a joint decision: Ii‘i the group with whom the person is oyerating. It was felt :

that genuine conscientious cbjectors,as well as those who are not prepared to

form part of the SA defence force but whe are not politically involved in
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ppposition to the systeh’should be encourage? bet that the manner for doing this

and the structure uhereby it be dene should be more thoroughly investigated. :

, Fourthly it was felt that at this stage paticipation in the SADF by g

pol:tically active persons is desireable, espec1elly when done xvith revolutionara g

emotives. It is still possible for university and other student5 to obtein exemption

  

 

  

free the army while studying and even when obliged te serve it is perfectly possible

.to play a non-combatant role,which does net detract from the potential revolutionary

tasks that such a person_Can fulfill. Some mmples are information,’intelligenCe

gathering as well as the distribution of prozaganda and learning of military

skills which will be of use later. Memy present SA revolutlonary whites learnt
" 11'?

skillséusefh11 to them in the secggity forces frommundane GIIIIB such as shootin3‘

ifiirthe handeling of firearmstto being au felt with bushcraft;
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Thus the basic reaction of many revolutionary wti tee to SALSCOM was one

of distrust,coupled with a questioning of the clarity of their‘planning; BaSiCally

the action needed on the military front in SA can ‘06 divided into humanitarian/

non—éalitical and political sections. :t is feit that at this swage the first

activity can well be left to OVeTseas greups and organisatione who are prepapui

to assist desterters and draft dodgers with some needed guideance from peeple

in touch with the National Liberation KQVement.

fmilitary action can safely be left to the National

0

The political aspecct

Liberation Movement and thmoe white revolutionaries who have plaCed themselves

t its disposal. It should be borne in mind that infiltration of personnel into

the SAD? and other security forces canfiot he a haphaZard affair and neither can

the gathering and analysis of information obtained in this way be amdteur. The

other aspect of spreadinr d1 ssatisfac ion amongst whiteS'who are cailed up to

serve in the security forces is also no task for amateurs and falls within
uk.nna&~cxr ’

the relm of thefipropaganda network. It should be remembered that revolutionary

work ie heaardous, the more so within a repressive organ such as the security

forces. Also most recruits to the security forces are taken direct from school

and so propaganda needs to reach them both \vhile they are serving and before the;

omelete school. T‘is task is net as easy as S TECON may think.

Information was received during 1.77tthat the individuals involved in

LSVLM Hewe, while still in Okhela, Mr;.15 to set up a propaganda manufacturin;

and distribu t1; on centre in Gaborone. Th1 s effort failed due to the collapse 0d

v1he1¢ hut the fact remains the t if they had.suceeded,al 1 they would have done

5 attractmmore unwelcome attention to tke exile comhunity in Botswana from the

I1l§75 the Ohhela fiasco c05t plent§- i“ term: of peoyle exposed and

6ering the yeare of effort which wenti.
..

’

activities halted, especially when cons

intO-IIIII building up. New many revolut‘1onaries have the feeling that SAISCOM

isbusy building another“handCeetle "tic Wheneit falls 1‘. ay destrov other and a£5

V2 uable activities. In addition it is felt that SAISCOM is an unnecessary

pcelitic a1 confusion in the SA arena and it is hoped that some manner v.ill be

fc1nd mheIreby the energy of tthe inVCTVCi in SALSCOM can he channelled to more

0 nstrxlctive use.I-
U

       



  

     

  

   

  
    
  

  

  

    

   

 

   

   

 

     
 

 

 

VCPOWP COMMENT ON SALSC M__.__._____________________

This document should be read in conjunction with the . ,SALSCOM booklet entitled " A POSSIBLE ROLE FOR WHITE
SOUTH AFRICANS" the subsequent "MILITARY PROJECT" and
"MILITARY DISSENTERS PROGRAMME".

From the above documents as well as from discussions with those
involved in SALSCOM, the political history of those involved
in the committee is clearly that of a breakaway group of the
original ATLAS/OKHELA organisation. Don Morton, Terrance Shott
and Bill Anderson were all officialiy involved in OKHELA and
it seems that the only other well known OKHELA person at liberty,
Barend Schuitema, is not involved in SALSCOM. ' It also appears
from information available that the so-called OKHELA underground
within South Africa is not claimed to form part of the SALSCOM
structure.

Information has been received about fundraising by SALSCOM in
which “ I Terence uShott travelled to France, Holland and
Switzerland where he made contact with traditional sources of
income for S.A. opposition groupings. According to reliable- ‘
' . sources a Dutch group named X minus Y have given some ;
financial backing to SALSCOM. Not much is known about X minus Y ‘
by the authors of this report except that it is a "Christian/" ‘
Socialist" group which raises cash by a percentage levy on the
income . its members. ‘

It is further claimed that the World University Service has
given some backing to SALSCOM and that WUS is further considering
their main application. However, it seems that the “US support
was more a nominal emergency grant rather than a long term
commitment. ‘

In addition SALSCOM raised its case with other organisation
and individuals such as Church groups in Holland and Geneva, “
including the WCC. Information ha; it that the attitude of
David de Beer and Horst Kleinschmidt to SALSCOM is negative
and that they told Shott that the only legitimate organisati n
backing S.A. liberation is the A.N.C. and that the initiative
for backing SALSCOM would therefore have to come from the .A.N.C.

Information also has it that SALSCOM approached the u ANC and PAC
but have not had any reva. It seems that the PAC attitude will
be "wait and see". In adAition SALSCOM approached what they believed
to be a BCM representative, Sipho Buthelez1,~who they claim was
positive. However, the official BCM leadership say that they know
nothing about SALSCOM and that Buthelizi does not represent any
BCM group. .

>.¢._...¢w.r—M-w....- .-.,—...~.. fie..m-._m.w.m-V“MMWMV*-?1.W.Wm. ,. . . n—WWKWWWV...” ..._.__ ._.....«........__.i....__.,-_.._~..
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SALSCOM have also approached organisations and individuals in
s the U.K for support and seem to,at least, have gained the supportfor printing materials. In addition the January 6th 1978 editionof "AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL" carries an article on SALSCOM entitled"South Africa: The White Underground" (Copy . appended ). However,»prominent white exiles such as Hugh Lewin have dismissed SALSCOM'Sapproaches.

It also seems that SALSCOM will seek support in the USA amongst
traditional supporters of Don Marten and OKHELA.

No information edists on whether or not SALSCOM has real contacts
inside SA but messages have been received to the effect that
SALSCOM documents are posted to individuals inside S.A.

SOME BACKGROUND

A long time before OKHELA was even thought of or conveived, some
whites in SA, all cdmmitted to revolutionary change in that society,considered it necessary to play a role in the liberation of theircountry. These people committed their support to the National
Liberation Movement representing the masses of the S.A. people andever since that time the number of revolutionary whites in S.A.has grown.

However, this has not been easy and despite the nature of the S.A.State, the movement has succeeded and grown which is due only to adetailed and disciplined understanding of the nature of the S.A.society and revolution.

In any study of liberation groups in any country where the peoplehave been oppressed by a harsh and unjust regime or system, certain
common factors emerge. These are factors which have led to the
success of many such resistance groups and so should be appliedto the S.A. situatibn.

In no case in history has an internal regime been deposed by actiondirected from outside the country only. An active resistance /liberation movement within the country is vital to the achievement
of the desired liberation. In the case of S.A. it is not enough forthere to be a liberation movement aided at merely changing thepersonalities or group implementing the status quo. "What is neededis a radical transformation of the society and this necessitatesthat the liberation movement be a revolutionary one.

In the S.A. situation the liberation movement can gain the committedsupport of individuals who realise the inherent evil of the S.A.system and so feel that their support is for a just cause. Theliberation movement then provides a base for ' individualsof different groups to focus their efforts towards defeating thecommon enemy.
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internal sesistance and liberation activity of this kind is
especially important in sustaining the psychological independance
of the oppressed as well as in disrupting the internal septessive
system of the oppressor.

In the first stages of the development of a resistance/liberation
movement individuals who are members of the oppressed people
have unspoken thoughts of opposition to the oppressor and also
make unseen gestures of defiance. This serves to maintain their
psychological indépendance 1n the fact of the attempted } '
psychological control of the oppressor. In the second stege
individual 2 ' resisters . express their resistance and desire
for liberation in visible but still individual manners such as
daubed slogans on walls etc. However, despite the individual nature
of these acts they create the possibility for contaut between
individual resisters and the possibility of co-ordination and
organisation of activity.

The third stage is reached when sush resisters band together and
a progressively enlarged revolutionary group emerges which confronts
the ideology and force of the oppreseor. This in turn creates a
corporate spirit amongst the oppressed people and this they express
in demonstrations, freedom songs and the display of the colours of
or flag of the liberation movement.

The fourth state in the developemEht of the movement is reached
when the liberation/resistance forces move onto the offencsive
against the(oppressors.)

 

/4

Becomes fully organised into the classical structure as follows:

1) Psychological warfare-underground press/radio ( i.e. encourages
military personnel disaffection). 2) Intelligence section - to
collect and distribute vital information on the political, U‘
MILITARY, e . ‘ economic structure etc. 3) Escape lines - for moving
people and supplies around the country as well as in and out ( i.e.
defectors from Military). 6) Direct military action - infiltration
of persons into key ( 1.6. military) sectors, -‘ strike,
sabotage, guerilla warfare.

In the S.A. context, because of the ‘”'" extreme efficiency
of the state security * apparatus great care needs to be excercised
in developement and control of liberation/resistance groups. At
present more and more individuals in the country are becoming
committed to the liberation struggle and so more liberation/
resistance groups are appearing, some only comprising of a few
members. It would be counter -productive to the overall liberation
movement if many independent groups emerge and operate as they
see fit, without any co-ordination and . ! co-operation between
them or with established liberation movements. It is vital that
the tactics employed by all the struggle fit into the overall
strategy for liberation or else "“g the only group which will
benefit will be the regime. ‘

t &\ ixb

This discussion is not one of academic interest by one of life
and death and part of the struggle to liberate S.A. We have
discussed the origins of a liberation/resistance movement and
now we turn to a discussion of the criteria for the successful
operation of such a movement.

Firstly and most important, the success of such a movement will
always depend on the overall strategy employed as well as on the
success of the tactics used in conjunction with this strategy.
The S.A. regime has a strategy to protect and pres:r"e its
political structure and it is that strategy which must be identified
and attacked.

Thus it can be clearly seen that within the framework of the above
analysis both the OKHELA and the SALSCOM phenomena can be explained.
further it is clear that the SALSCOM programme relating to military
deserters has some intrinsic value in that it fits into the framework
of revolutionary action. However, the question which needs to be asked
and answered, is whether SALSCOM is the best manner in which to achieve
the stated aims and indeed, whether SALSCOM has identified the
correct goals and procedure to be used?
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CONCLUSION:

After intensive sonsultation with various South Africans the
consensus of opinion was that SALSCOM, per se, is not suitable
for the approach which needs to be made on the question of young
whites in the military. Firstly it was felt that the political
history of those running SALSCOM is a severe drawback. While not
here questioning personal committment of the individuals concerned,
they certainly lack the confidence of most young South Africans
approached on the matter.

Secondly, it was felt that while SALSCOM has, as an element;
humanitarian support for conscientious objectofis, more importance
should be placed on those persons who refuse to serve in the
military for purely political reasons.

Thirdly it was felt that it would be unwise to encourage a
stream of progressively minded persons to leave S.A. because of the
difFiculty ' of placing them in other countries and because of
the drain on the resources of progressive groups operating inside S.A.
A decision has to been taken by the leadership of the main progressive
youth growps within S.A. to remain inside the country and to work
for liberation. Their decision is that only those persons who have
no alternative should leave the country and even then this should
be by a joint decision, of the group with whom the person is
operating. It was felt that genuine conscientious objectors, as well as
those who are not prepared to form part of the .S.A.defence force
but who are not politically involved in opposition to the system,
should be encouraged but that the manner for doing this and the
structure whereby it be done should be more thoroughly investigated. i

Fourthly it was felt that at this stage participation in the SADF
BY POLITICALLY ACTIVE PERSONS IS DESIREABLE, ESPECIALLY (_'-- ~ . '

when done with revolutionary motives. It is still possible for ' " .
university and other students to obtain exemption from the army
while studying and even when obliged to serve it is perfectly
possible to play a non-combatant role, which does not detrld:
from the potential revolutions ry tasks that such a person can
fulfill. Some » examples are information/intelligence gathering
as well as the distribution of propaganda and learning of military
skills which will be of use later. Many present S.A. revolutionary
whites learnt skills useful to them in the security forces from i
the mundane such as shootinq as well as the handling of firearms '
through to being an Eait wiih bushcraft.
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Thus the basic reaction of mi; revolutionary whites to ‘.
SALSCOM was one of distrust, coupled with a questioning of the
clarity of their planning. Basically the action needed on the
military front in S.A. can be divided into humanitarian/
non-political and political sections. It is felt that at this
stage the first activity can well be left to overseas groups
and organisations who are prepared to assist deserters and draft
dodgers with some needed guidance from people in touch _ '5 with
the National Liberation Movement.

The fiiitioal aspect of the military action can safely be left
to the National Liberation Movement and those white revolutionaries
who have placed themselves at its “~ disposal. It should be
borne in mind that infiltration of personnel into the SADF and other
security forces cannot be ‘thaphazard affair and neither can the
gathering of and analysis of information '. obtained in this way
be amateur. The other asqect of spreading dissatisfaction .. a
amongst whites who are called up to serve in the security forces
is also no task for amateuxs and falls within the realm of the
National Liberation Movement's propaganda network. It should be

» remembered that revolutionary work is hazardous, the more so within
a repressive organ such as the security forces. Also most recruits
to the security forces are tr ‘ taken direct from séhool and so
propaganda needs to reach them both while they are serving and
before ‘ they complete shcool. “ This task is not as easy as
SALSCOM may think. ”

Information was received during 1977 that the individuals involved
in SALSCOM were, while still in OKHELA, trying to set up a prop-
aganda manufacturing and distribution centre in Gaborone. This
effort failed due to the collapse of OKHELA but the fact remains
that if they had succeeded, all they would have done is attract '
more unwelcome attention to the exile community in Botswana
from the S.A. authorities.

In 1975 the OKHELA fiasco cost plenty in terms of people exposed
and activities halted, especially when considering the years of
effort which went into building it up. Now many revolutionaires
have the feeling that SALSCOM is busy building another "sandcastle"
which when it falls may destroy other and more valuable activid.es.
In addition it is felt that SALSCOM is an unnecessary political
confusion in the SA arena and it is hopedthat some manner will
be found whereby the energy of those involved in SALS COM can be
channelled to more constructive use.

 
 


