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Li eber Tony,
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CONCEPT OF | MPLEMENTI NG A " SQUTH AFRI CAN DI ALOGUE"

The Friedrich-Ebect-Stiftung | FES) plans to initiate the inplementation

of a di al ogue between bl ack and white groups from South Africa. Observers
out si de the Foundation believe the FES to be one of the institutions

capable to play a mediator’s role in such a plan. By initiating the en-

vi saged di al ogue the FES wants to support activities which are geared

towards the ai mof changing the South African society by neans of negoti ations.
Qut of various reasons the present inmobile political situation in South
Africa seens to hinder any direct dial ogue between Bl ack and Wiite on a higher
official level. On both sides, initiatives to this end are nostly bl oohed, |

in spite the fact tEht 65 both sides there exist groups who do wish for such

a dialogue. This tied up situation could be | oosened by offering a platform
for tal ks on quasi-neutral grounds - as planned by FES - and, at the sane tine.
by calling in a nmediating group to take part in the dial ogue. 7

The obj ective of such a dielogue in our view should be to prepare the grounds
for possible official negotiations at a later stage. It woul d be m sl eading
and unrealistic to expect fromsuch a dialogoe_ to conme out with any resolutlons ;
...or even sol utlon5"obuf % heedlscussi on forom shoul d rather be an instrunent
to sound out comon views and interests between the parties, which later on
based on a m ni num consensus coul d provide for conditions of official ne-

goti ations.

It is evident that such an objective cannot be achi eved by neans of a single
public conference but by a dialogue with a particular design concerning the
structure and character of the discussions, the participants, and the inple’
ment ati on of such a dialogue in ternms of tine.

In detail we have the foll owi ng design in m nd:

- Structure and character of the dial ogue:

Main actors in the dialogue will be the South African participants. W are
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t hi nking of the follow ng groups:

- The black side: Primarily the ANC. However, additionally representatives

of other black resistance groups should be considered to participate.

Thi s shoul d be subject to further discussions.

- The white side: Representatives fromthe afrikaans "Broederbund" which

has indicated interest as well as fromthe South African business conmunity.

Al t oget her, participants should be "first choice", however. theyhave not to be

| necessarily involved in active politics nor represent the South African

5. governnment.

Next to the main parties concerned from South Africa, in our viewit seemns

to be of special relevance to have a nediating group. The function of this

group would be nainly to build sone kind of "buffer" between the South

African conflicting parties and, at the same tinme, to nmediate between them

Menbers of these groups should be as foll ows

a - A group of prom nent Afrgcan persons, specially fromthe Front- -Line-States

"Spiritus Rector" of this group would be Dr. Ndam N oya, former M nister

from Caner oon andda. highly reputed person in his country. Dr. Njoya is

I

g3 nenbers of the Afrioan group

prepared to take part in this initiative-and he would contact the rel evant

- A gnzp of Bhopavs with the former Foreign Affairs Mnister from France,
Jobert. who has as well agreed to participate in the initiative.

The di scussions in the course of the dial ogue nmust have a strictly infornal

character. Consequently they are not to take place in public and the results

are not to be publicised (unless the participants do wish a publication). The

informality of the meeting would mean as well that the single participants

primarily speak for thenselves as individuals and not with an official mandate.
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This will have a doubl e advantage: The participants will be encouraged

to speak moreygpenly than as formal repfesentatives of their organization
reflecting its official views,and none of the organi zati ons necessarily wll
have to commit thenselves with the Qutcones of the discussions in case they
do not agree.with the results.

- Particigants:

According to the whole set up of the dial ogue the participants shQuld be
primarily influential personalities and not so nuch high ranking officials
who represent fornmally their organizations in the di scussions. Therefore,

it could be also personalities who are not even nenbers of an organi zation
concerned, but who are faniliar with the views and close to | eadi ng persons
of the organization in the sense that they are regarded as trustworthy and
whose advices are appreciated. In any case. they should be in the position
to establish a kind of feed back systemwi th the | eaders of an organi zation
concerning the inputs into the discussion process and the comrents of the
results.

Al toget her by this choice of participants we hope that the single jnoividuals
could gaid influence on political decisions as a result of the neetings. The
round of participants should be linmted. W are thinking of a nmaximum of

O - |2 participants jgom South Africa. and a total of 8 persons from Bl ack
Africa and Europe, comng to 18 - 20 partici pants altogether

- Inglenentation in terns of tine:

The i npl enentati on_of the dial ogue has to be based on a concept which pro-
vides for the establishnment of a discussion forumw th continuous neetings
in regular tine intervals (may be twice a year). Only the continuity of the
meetings will allowto start a di SCussion process with feed-backs fromthe
di fferent organi zations which in the course of the dialogue could lead to

a m ni mum consensus on the preconditions for further negotiations.
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Apart fromthe set-up and the organi zati on of the envisaged neeting FES

del i berately does not intend to prepare a detail ed agenda or to determ ne
the choice of single participants. It is rather intended that this should
be a result bf the preparatory di SCussions with the nmain participants.

This active participation of the main actors in the initial stage of the
whol e venture is deened very inportant in order to avoid a situation where
participants are invited to a "ready nmade" conference which m ght prove
later on to be not nmore than an acadeni c exerci se.

In a first round of tal ks, participants would neet "off the records” in
Germany for a few days. The aimof this first neeting would be the creation
of a platformfor a critical policy oriented discussion between rel evant bl ack
and white groups in South Africa. According to the first meeting s outcone.
there shoul d be regular follow up tal ks arranged.



Progosal for Countries and Particigants

1. Nunber of Barticigants:

Africa: 4

Eur ope:

Sout h

Africa: 10 - 12

Total zi 18 - 20

2. Countries and Earticipants:

Africa: - Cameroon (Prof. Ndam N oya)

- Zi mbabwe

- Sanbi a

- Nigeria

Europe: - France (Jobert)

- Geat Britain

- Switzerland

- FederaT. Republi ¢ of Gernany

Sout h

Africa: - National Party:

Prof. De Lange, Chairnan of Broederbund (De Lange has indicated
to participate in such a dial ogue)

- Business / Progressive Federal Party:

Zac de Beer, Executive with Anglo-Anerican. nenber of PFP
and a friend of President Kaunda

- African National Congress (ANC)

- Inkatha: either a menber or someone who is fanmiliar with |Inkatha
(like e.g. Prof. Lawence Schl emmrer).
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- Congress of South African Trade Unions

-, - So@h African Council of Churches

0Ou

Dutch Reformed Churches (eventually covered by Prof. De Lange)

- Expert in constitutional matters, e.g. Kane Berman, Director

of South African Institute of Race Relations and practical

experience with the discussions on the Natal |ndaba

- Azani an People’s Organi zati on (AZAPO) / Pan African Congress (PAQ)
(eventually Neville Al exander from Capetown) -

- United Denocratic Front (90F).

According to the concept of the dialogue it will be nobst inportant to sel ect
individuals with a high reputation and with personal influence rather than
formal representatives of countfies or organizations, who woul d perhaps be
oi nged' to repeat official view instead of contributing by own ideas and
appr oaches.

RUdi ger Pintar

15.7.1987
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Dear M. Kat Hrada,
as di sgussed during our neeting of 18th May 1990, we ordered 10 pieces
each of the followlng security equi pnent/detective devices:
(10) manual arns detectors
(10) nmmil/parcel explosive detectors
for direct dellvery to South Africa.
Please informus urgently about address for airfreight dellvery.
Your skSi nt srel y,
I
1v/
/1
4:. ,, K wwwm
t /
Drff/
Deb
Afr ca Departnent
3
Jt
rfried Adam
y Head
Fnednch- Eben- Sti fwng
CGodesber ger AHee 149, 0-5300 Bonn 2
TNEVOH (0? ER) 88 30
Vor si t zender :
M ni st er prasocem a. D. Hol ger Ber ner
Bankver bi ndungen:
Rank fur Gpmecnwi nschan
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M. Nei son Mandei a

Vi ce- Presi dent Vorsi and

African National Congress

54, Saner Rd., Minich Re. 81d. Godesberger Al |l eeM)

Johannesbur g EBOOBonnz

South Africa

28.6.1990

Di stingui shed Vice President, dear Nel son Mandei a,

t was a great pieasure and honour to talk to you, your wife and nenbers

of your staff in Bonn. | firmy believe that these taiks have been a niie-

stone in the relationship between our two organi sations and will open up

new perspectives for an even cioser cooperation than before.

We wi sh to act as your partners and Speediiy put into practice the various

forns of cooperation we di scussed. Security equiprment (detectors) for the

ANC headquarters in Johannesburg and for the ANC regi onai offices has been

ordered as promi sed, in response to a request put forward recentiy by

Ahmed Kat hrada in a conversation with my coll eague i n Johannesburg.

The Friedrich Ebert Foundation has decided to participate in another pro-

ject that wi 1l directly benefit the African Nationai Congress. W wili

hel p set up an "Econonic Research Project” (ERRP) at the University of

West ern Cape which, as has been agreed with Max Sisuiu, wiil serve the

sol e purpose of conducting econonic research and providing training and

politicai consuitation to the ANC. In addition to contributing to the

project finance, we are wiiiing, if so requested by the ANC, to share ail

our international experience and contacts, in the sanme way as we are

currently doing with COSATU.

FRI EDRI CH EBERT- STI FTUNG, Godesberger Aliee 149 - 5300 Bonn 2 - Rui (0228) 8830 - telex 8
85479 fest d

Vor si t zender des Vorstanaes: Hol ger BOrer, M nisterprasident a.D. - Prasident des Kurator
iuns: Dr. phil. hic. Dr. rer. pol. hsc.

Wal t er Hessel bach, Bankier. Frankfun/Main - Ehrenprasi dem des Kuratonuns: Prof. Dr. Gerha
rd Wi sser. Bonn

Bankver bi ndung: Bank far Genei nwi nschait. N edenassung Bonn. Konto 1010606200. BLZ 386101
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Needl ess to say this also goes for other areas in which the Friedrich
Ebert Foundation as a component of the German and internationai |abour
novenment can contribute its share to change the poiiticai situation in
Southern Africa and to strengthen denocratic structures. As we understood
fromyour General Treasurer M. Nkobi during our conversation there is a
nmaj or need for assistance in setting up an organi sational structure for
the ANC. we shall do everything within our possibilities to give you our
support in this matter. The approach we would propose is to help set up
one of the ANC s regional branches such as Western Cape, as a priority. At
Western Cape, our Friedrich Ebert Foundation representative could then be
permanently in touch with Travor Manuel, the ANC Deputy Convener

In order to discuss and coordinate this and other forns of cooperation we
prOpose to follow M. Nkobi’'s thought of holding regular mneetings between
the ANC and the Friedrich Ebert Foundation, in South Africa, Bonn and

ot her piaces. W are especially gratefui for your proposal to nom nate a
person in charge of keeping contact with the Friedrich Ebert Foundation
through our representative in South Africa, Dr. Veit.

| do believe that there will be even greater scope for a trustful and

cl ose cooperation between our two organisations in the future as both are
pursui ng the sane goals of solidarity and a peaceful denocratic future for
manki nd.

| therefore wish to say once again how pleased | was about our talks.
Permit ne to wish you and your lady wife that, despite the ongoing |ibera-
tion struggle which has by no neans ended yet, you may find the tinme to
enjoy the famn life that you have been forcefully denied for so many
years. To the ANC as the historic force of denpcratic resistance in South
Africa | wi sh every success in speedily building a denocratic and non-
raci st South Africa.

Your s,

f2: ((jzwtAJll.

Dr U e

n Bur ckhar dt

Secretary Ceneral
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YOUR LETTER DATED 28TH JUNE 1990 REFERS.

OUR ADDRESS FOR PURPOSES OF DI RECT DELIVERY IS :
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