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U G A N IS A T I O N  O F  A F R IC A N  U N IT Y

■ f o r  N r .  I h - f a .  r t K

O R G A N I S A T IO N  D ^ L ’ U N IT E  A F R I C A I N E

Addis Ababa, E T H IO P IA I*. (). l$o* 3243 Telephone 517700 F«x No.: 517844

Reference: CAB/LEG/61,8/1 15/Vol.l

T h e  General  Secretariat o f  the Organizat ion o f  African Unity presents  its 
com pl im en ts  to the Ministries o f  Foreign/Externa! Affairs o f  all M ember  States 
and has the honour  to refer to its Note verbale  ref. CAB/LEG/61.8 /93/Vol . I  
dated 17 September ,  1998 informing them o f  the pos tponement  o f  the proposed 
Minis teria l Conference  on Human Rights in Africa which was scheduled for 26-
30 October ,  1998, in pursuance o f  resolution CM /Res .1673  (LXIV) adopted by 
the Counci l  o f  Ministers during its 64U( Ordinary Session held in Yaounde.  
Cam eroon ,  from I to 5 July, 1996.

In this connection,  the General Secretariat wishes to inform all M em ber  
Slates that  the said Ministerial Conference will now be held in Grand Baie, 
Mauri t ius,  from 25 to 29 January,  1999. The Conference will be strugj 
follows:

25 to 26 January:
27 January:
28 to 29 January:

Meeting o f  G overnm ent  Legal lixpertSj 
Adoption o f  Legal Exper ts ’ Report  
Ministerial Meeting.

T h e  General  Secretariat wishes  to underl ine the importance’ 
C onfe rence  bearing in mind that the resolut ion o f  the Counci l  o f  Ministers 
referred to above  recognized and reiterated “ the importance o f  promoting,  
pro tect ing  and respecting hum an  rights as essential factors in the preservat ion o f  
pe?.ce and stabili ty on the cont inent” . Fu i l i icnnuic ,  a l though ihe Conference  is 
taking p lace  in 1999, it should  be recalled that it had initially been hoped that 
this C onference  would serve as a manifestat ion o f  Afr ica’s contr ibut ion to the 
c om m em ora t ion  o f  the 50lh Anniversary  o f  the Universal Declaration o f  Human 
Rights,  which  is being celebrated w or ldw ide  this year.

T h e  draft agenda  .for the p roposed  Minister ial Conference  is at tached 
hereto for information. . Regard ing  the logistical a rrangements  for the 
Conference ,  the General, Secretar ia t has  the honour  to inform the es teemed
Minis t r ies  as follows:

Due to the anticipatedkshortage o f  hotel accom m odat ion  in Grand 
Baie, Mauritius,  during! the period o f  the Conference,  M em ber  
States are kindly requested to limit the num ber  o f  persons in their 
delegat ions to 4 ( inc luding  the Minister).



Names o f  delegates and their  respective dates o f  arrival should be 
communicated to:

i) Ministry o f  Foreign Affairs & international Trade 
Government  Centre,  Port Louis  
Mauritius
T elephone: (230) 201 1416 
Fax No.: (230) 208 8087

ii ) Office o f  the Legal Counsel  
OAU General Secretariat 
P.O. Box 3243 
Addis Ababa
Telephone: (251 1) 512455

(2511) 517700  Ext. 227 
Fax No.: (2511) 517844

• Attempts are being made to negotia te  special rates with hotels.  
However,  all delegates  will  pay for themselves  for both air travel 
and accommodation.  Local transportat ion will be provided by the 
Host Government.

• Delegates arriving from countr ies  where Mauritius is not 
represented will be issued with visas upon arrival at the Sir 
Ramgoolarn International Airport,

The General Secretariat avails i tse lf  o f  this opportunity  to renew to the
Minis tr ies  o f  Forei 
h ighest  considerate

fcdember States the assurances o f  its

AjtldgaAbabii, 23 November, 1998

Ministries of Foreign/Extern^;^ '■ 
A f fa i rs o f nil Member States — ̂  .

cc: Ministries o f  Just ice/Human Rights



0 5 - JA N -1 9 9 9  1 6 :  k) 1 SUSI ALE 1 1 b i '-' F-M4
, - - j i vwhwi i  WRV-

yrniwMN unity ^  L'UNrrE AFRlCAtNE'

ukuanizA£AO DA
UNiuADE AFRICANA ------- -- ?  Mlx^

\

Addis A baba - Ethiopia * Box 3243  Tel. 5 1 7 7 0 0  Telex 2 1 0 4 6  Fax (2511) 5 1 3 0 3 8

R E F :  M I N / C O N F / H R A / A G E N D A / l ( I )

D R A F T  AGENDA OF THE MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE  
ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN A FRICA 

Mauritius, 25-29 January 1999

1. O pen ing  o f  the Conference

2. Election o f  the Bureau

3. Organizat ion o f  Work

4. Adoption o f  the agenda

5. Promotion and protection o f  human rights in Africa '

i) Evaluation o f  the s ituation o f  human rights  in Africa v
ii) Status o f  implementat ion o f  African and universal hum an  rights

inctrHmAnfc

iii) Root  causes  o f  hum an  rights violations in Africa
iv) Strategies for enhanc ing  the promotion and protect ion o f  human

fights i , ,

. ; ./>'* V'i f !
6. Adopt ion  o f  the M aur i t ius jpec la ra t ion  and Plan o f  Action

I ' i ; ■■ ,
7. Clos ing  ceremony ■



REF: MIN/C0NF/HRA/2(I) 

A NNO TA TED A G EN DA

sf; if: sf; rf;

The promotion and protection of human rights in Africa

i) Evaluation

■ Overview o f  human rights protect ion
• Patterns o f  v io la t ions/observance
• Recent trends and deve lopm ents

ii) Status o f  implementation o f  human riuhts instruments

a) Status o f  signature/rat ifica tion o f  African and principal
universal instruments

African Charter  on H um an  and Peoples ’ Rights
• African Charte r  on the Rights  anH Welfare o f  the Child

Convention G overn ing  the Specif ic Aspects o f  Refugee 
Problems in Africa
The Protocol on the Es tab l ishm ent  o f  an African Court  
on Human and P eo p le s ’ Rights
Bamako Convenl ion  on the Ban o f  the import  into Africa 
and the Control  o f  T ransboundary  M ovement  and 
Management  o f  H azardous  Wastes  within Africa 
International C o v en an t  on Civil  and  Political Rights
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o t v u a i u  u n  l w i l O i n i C j  oOCim m iu  v^ui iurm

Rights
Ottawa Convent ion  on the prohibi tion o f  the use, 
stockpiling, p roduc t ion  and  transfer  o f  anti-personnel
mines land on their  destruct ion1 'i • ’ . •

, United Nat ions  C on v en t io n  on the Rights o f  the Child 
United Nations C onven t ion  on Refugees  
Convention Agains t  all Forms o f  Discrimination Against 
Women
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b) Status o f  implementat ion by States Parties

1. A t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l eve l

• Report ing  procedures
• Coopera t ion  with competent  bodies

2. At national level

• Legislat ive measures
• Judiciary systems

iii) Root causes  o f  violations o f  human rights in Africa

a) Socio-econom ic  condit ions

• Debt crisis
• Structural adjustment  policies
»  r  v l r o n i o  r » A \ / P r t \ '  nnrJ i np/1 n n  111J P S— - - - - ------- r  - ..............  i

b)  P o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s

•  D e m o c r a t i z a t i o n

• G overnance
• Confl ic ts

iv) Strategies for enhanc ing  the promotion and protection o f  human 
rights in Africa

a) Continental  level

1. S t reng then ing  the African Com m iss ion  on Human and
Peoples’ Rights

■ ' !• 1

• ; Implementat ion  o f  the decis ions o f  the O A U
■ ^Counci l  o f  Ministers  and Assembly  o f  Heads o f  
' State and Government  (role o f  the General 

Secretarial,  roie o f  M em ber  Stales,  iule o,t the 
International community ,  etc.)



2. Establishment o f  the African Court on H um an and 
Peoples’ Rights

3. Strengthening cooperat ion  with other  partners with a 
view to harmoniz ing  human rights activities in Africa

•  Par tnership with the United Nat ions and in 
part icular  the High C o m m it  inn for H um sn  
Rights; considera t ion o f  the strategy for Africa

• Par tnership with inter-governmental organizat ions
•  Par tnership with national human rights institutions
• Par tnership with N G O s

National level: adoption o f  national plans relating to

• m ak ine  them aware o f  th p ir nh lioa ti/m c•w • — " *o '
• act ions to be under taken by them

2. Strengthening  o f  national  human rights institutions

•  To  facilitate the p romotion  o f  human rights
education

•. To  ensure  the promotion  and protection o f  human
rights

3. S trengthening N G O s

• M onitor ing  observance  o f  human rights
•  Research  activities

>  Cooperat ion  with government  and other
^  institutions


