TI TLE OF THE PRQIECT: EDUCATI ONAL ASSI STANCE B@BSARI ES
FOR PRI MARY AND SECONDARY SCHOCL

RETURNBE CHI LDREN

REQUESTI NG AGENT: THE NATI ONAL CO- ORDI NATI NG

COW TTEE FOR THE REPATRI ATI ON OF

SOUTH AFRI CAN EXI LES ( NCCR)

- This Committee consists of

representative fromthe South

African Council of Churches

(SACC), the South African

Cat hol i c Bishop’s Conference

(SACBC) the World Conference on

Rel i gi on and Peace (WCRP) and

representatives fromthe

Li berati on Movenents (ANC , PAC

and AZAPO) . i
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The expectations of political and economic stability and
soci al restructuring contenpl ated by anal ysts in the post
February 2nd 1990 euphoria have by no means been
vindicated. In spite of the removal fromthe statute books
of some racist legislation, apartheid and the white
mnority governnent remains firmy in place

The current negative economic growh rate and col | apse of
the bl ack education systemin the face of the governnment’s
reluctance to make fundamental changes has nmeant that the
repatriation and reintegration of exiles and ex-politica
prisoners has becone the responsibility of the nmass
denocratic novenent, which is itself seriously constrained
by a | ack of resources.

Bursari es for educational assistance of returning exiles,
and their famlies have been identified as one formfor
responding to the inperative need to provide a materia
base designed to facilitate stable social and economc
integration to "normal" civilian life.

The programmes devel oped by the National Co-ordinating
Conmittee for Repatriation (NCCR) and its ’'various task
forces have ainmed at |ong-termsolutions, particularly in
the area of training. They have taken cogni sance of the
Li berati on Movenents’ other pressing pressures and the
weal th of experience gained by the grow ng non-governnenta
conmuni ty- based structures.
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The 1 nvol venent of UNHCR

The UNHCR have after nmore than 1 year of discussions, been
able to negotiate an agreement with the Governnent of the
Republic of South Africa, for their involvenment in the
Repatriation of South Africans to their honel and.

The programme of the UNHCR will budget for the inmediate
transport of exiles fromthe host country to the fina
destination point; instalnent and i medi at e needs,

adm ni stration costs and a small amount for re-integration
The UNHCR i s expecting the education and training of exiles
and returnee children, to be catered for by the South
African Governnment. the UNHCR hopes to beconme operationa

i n Novenber/Decenber 1991

pnocnmm DESCRI PTI ON

Various figures are quoted as the total of expected
returning exiles. The NCCR has budgeted for 40,000
returnees. The UNHCR wi || budget for 30,000 returnees.

To date, a total of close to 6,000 exiles have returned.

O these many, are children. Qur figures for returnee
children as at the 31/08/91, are as foll ows:

Natal - 135

Nort hern Transvaal - 9

Eastern Cape - 84

Bl oenfontein - 33

G ahanstown - 1

Transkei - 50

Kinberley - 5

Western Cape - 79

Eastern Transvaal - 16
PW/ Regi on - 330
Border - 60

TOTAL 802

Those who have returned in advance of the thirty or forty
thousand are faced with daunting problens in their re-
integration into society.
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Children are unable to integrate into DET school s near
their hones as many do not have a vernacul ar | anguage as
their nmother tongue. They are thus forced to trave

di stances to English Language Schools. Those peopl e who
have returned to the rural areas may need to place their
children in boarding schools. Schools in South Africa
require pupils to wear a schools uniform often including
the necessity of purchasing a bl azer

The cost effectiveness of attenpting to evaluate famly

i ncome and the conparative cost of various schools was
considered. It was felt that the adm nistration of a set
anmount was nore appropriate

BENEFI ClI ARl ES

This proposal is for funding to neet the i medi ate needs of
returnee Pre-school, Primary and Secondary school pupils
for a period of one year.

PRQIECT | MPLEMENTATI ON

The funds will be administered by the NCCR through its 11
regi onal structures.

- For record and foll ow up purposes a separate

registration formfor each child will be conpl eted.

- The bursary will be issued on a bi-annual basis, and
wi || be dependant on whether the child is in school or
not .

- the grant will be available to all children of
returning exiles.

BUDGET

5.1 The energency bursary to each Secondary schoo
pupil will consist of the foll ow ng:

School s fees - 400.00

Uni forms - 300.00

Books and Stationery - 500.00

Transport - 600.00

Pocket Mbney - 200.00

R 2000. 00
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5.2

5.4

The Bursary for Prinmagx school pugils is
estimated at R1,500 as follows:

School s fees . - 400.00

Uni forms - 200.00

Books and Stationery - 200.00

Transport - 600.00

Pocket Mney - 100. 00

The Pre-Schools Grant of R2,000 will cover creche
or pre-school fees for unenpl oyed not hers who
have found enpl oynment, or who wi sh to be trained
for enpl oynment.

At present figures, it is estimated that a tota
of 6,000 children under the age of 18 years wil|
return by the end of the progranmme.

Adm n costs - 2 %

Secondary Scholars - 3,000 x 2,000 - 6,000, 000
Primary Scholars - 2,000 x 1,500 - 3,000, 000
Pre- School grants - 1,000 x 2,000 - 2,000, 000
11, 000, 000

Pl us Admin Costs 220,000

11, 220, 000
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