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Rhoodie regrets

" THE RAND DAILY MAIE

DR ESCHEL Rhoodie, for-
mer Secreta
tion, told me he regarded as
e ‘‘greatest mistake of his
life”” launching the detente
with Africa during the Vor-
ster administration.
_During my series of inter-
views with him in Quito,
Ecuador, last month, Dr
Rhoodie said Mr Vorster
was on the point of retiring
when the Africa detente
programme came into be-
ing. : / ;

Dr Rhoodie said he and
General Hendrik van den
Bergh initiated and ran the
campaign. :

“Those travels into Afri-
ca did several major things
for South Africa — includ-
‘ing keeping Mr Vorster as
Prime Minister when he
wanted to go, as well-as
earning him a reputation as
a statesman. ;

for Informa-

“If we had held back on -
those initiatives for several

months, Mr Vorster would
have had his wish and re-

tired, and Dr Mulder would
have become Prime Minis-

ter and would have got the
credit for being the archi-
tect of the outward policy.”

Dr Rhoodie said that the
eopular conception of Mr

orster as a statesman was
exaggerated. S S

“Evembody who counts
knows damn well that it
was myself and General
Van den Bergh that set up

~all those meetings and, in

fact, Mr Vorster was ve

reluctant to act on our ini-
tiatives and I don’t think it
would be unfair of me to
say this, that I think history

must know it: We had to -

drag Mr Vorster kicking

“into Africa.
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“Right from the start he
seemed unwilling, even
when we had conclusive

oof that moderate African
heads of state like Sengor
and Houphouet-Boigny,
were prepared to meet him
immediately in Africa.

“It took a great deal of
time and trouble to get him
to agree to travel into Afri-
ca with us, and we had
exactly the same problems
il} getting him to go to Isra-
e

Dr Rhoodie said he had
reat admiration for Mr
orster’s abilities as a po-
litical force in his own par-
ty and that he was without

" equal as a political debater,

but he had several criti-

cisms to make of Mr Vor-

ster in other fields. =
He likened Mr Vorster’s
litical outlook to that of
eneral Smuts.

““Mr Vorster finally want-
ed to go down in history as
the man who would bring

ace to Southern Africa.

ut in this vision he forgot
that what was really needed

was a dramatic initiative in

his own country on race re-
lations. -

“In other words he was
standing on top of Table

"Mountain looking into

Southern Africa but failing
to look at what was happen-

ing at his feet in District
six {8

General Smuts, Dr Rhoo-
die said, had done exactly
the same, in the sense that
he had stood on top of Table
Mountain and looked at the
world, but had failed to see
South Africa’s race prob-
lems evolving at a tremen-
dous rate right under his
nose, -
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Mr Vorster and Dr Rhoodie on one of their overseas trips. “We had to drag Mr
Vorster kicking into Africa,” Dr Rhoodie told the Rand Daily Mail yesterday.




