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Bursary Council of South Africa

BCSA

M NUTES OF THE BUBSABY COUNCI L COWM TTEE HELD ON 12 JULY 1994

AT BLUE HATEBS HOTEL, DURBAN AT 10: 00

PRESENT: d oria Bennet (EBF), Avra Richen (EBF), Lynette King (CEAP),
1.

MP Gyose (TCOE), T WIls (UNI NATAL), Ann Knock (UNI NATAL)

Mruyo Macanda (UCT), Francois Bill (FUNDAN),

Ni co Jooste (FORT HARE), Keith Bingle (FUNDAN ),

Laura Schultz (SSC), Mahl engi Bhengu ( SASCO,

Graham Renecke (UAC), |van van der Heever (PENTECH),

S Cel e (NECC), Philenmon Mdipane (UNI NORTH),

B Sithole (UNIl NORTH), Chris Aitken (CA's EDEN TRUST),

Neel s Ol aasen (PENTECH), Khunela BJ (UN VENDA),

Nal e Mashapa (SASCO), Jack Kl aas (BCSA), Zandile Mlhl adhla (EOC),
Joyce Mashanba

OPENI NG AND VEELCOVE

The Chai rperson opened the neeting and wel coned all council

menbers present. The Chairperson also took this opportunity to

i nform council nenbers that we should | ook at the council strategy
and strive towards the future especially within the changes that are,
facing South Africa.

She particularly welcone the newy appointed director,

Jack Kl aas and also the new adm ni strative assistant,

Ursula Fortuin to BCSA. The Chairperson also took this

opportunity to informthe council that one of the executive conmittee
menbers, Joyce Mashanba was resigning from BCSA. Ms Mashanba was
thanked for the contribution that she has lade to the Bursary Counci l
of South Africa over the years.

Nal e Mashapa (SASCO Presi dent and BCSA Executive Comittee nenber)
was al so given the opportunity to make introductory remarks. He

tal ked about the input SASCO can make in BCSA. He said we should

| ook at how we woul d adapt to the changes that are taking place. W
shoul d | ocate our role within the existing current political
situation.

Now t hat we have achi eved national denmocracy, this brings with it
chal |l enges. The critical challenge facing us is that of delivery.
Expect ati ons are high thus any denocratic |inded person need to
support the Reconstruction and Devel opnent Programe. He pl edged
SASCO s support for the Reconstruction and Devel opnent Programme and
sai d’ he was hoping that the Bursary Council w Il support the
programre too.



2.

3.

4.

We need to | ook at what role we could play in the inplenentation of
the Reconstruction and Devel opnment Programe. Tertiary Education
need to be placed on the agenda of the Government as one of the

i ssues which need the immedi ate attention. W need to readdress the
i mbal ances created by the apartheid system W need to devel op the
intellectual skills which are essential for transformation of
tertiary education in particular, and the South African Society in
gener al

The Governnment will have to deal with the crisis which is currently
facing tertiary education funding. W need to make an input in the
manner in which the governnent need to address that crisis. W need
to revisit our demand for the establishnment of a national |oan and
bursary schenme. W al so need to | ook at what role we could play in
the revision of the subsidy formla.

Nal e al so indicated that SASCO and NECC has already net with the

M ni ster of National Education to discuss the possibility of
conveni ng an all inclusive national conference on tertiary education
to | ook at the above-nentioned points.

In his conclusion Nale appealed to Bursary Council and its nmenber
organi sations to be part of the ongoing debate on tertiary education
restructuring and not | ook at administrative issues only.

Joyce Mashanba thanked Nal e Mashapa for his input and she al so

t hanked council nenbers for their friendship, the joy she had at BCSA
over the years. She said that it was a sad nmonent for her to | eave
but she would continue to play a part in education, now that she was
novi ng into parlianent. She urged BCSA nenbers to work hard to nmake
the RDP work and deliver what was expected of it.

APOLCG ES

Techni kon Northern Transvaal

Mendi Menorial Trust;

Beva Runci man ( CEAP).

Changes were nmade to the order of the agenda and a notion to accept
these was proposed by Laura Schultz, seconded by Francois Bill

M NUTES OF THE PREVI QUS MEETI NG

The minutes of the previous nmeeting were read and accepted. Mdtion
to accept proposed by Laura Schultz, seconded by Chris Aitken



5.

| NTRODUCTI ON

Chris Aitken asked all organisations present to introduce their
organi sation and briefly discuss the major issue(s) their

organi sation were faced with.

EDEN TRUST

I ncrease the nunber of accountants to study and devel op practically.
There is a growing interest fro. students and there is a need to
rationalize. There is an opportunity for potential accountants.
FUNDANI TRUST

There is an increase in the nunber of students in need of funds,

but a decrease in funding. Students are in need of financia

assi stance and personal support. He should | ook at education -

bri dgi ng courses to students not just at tertiary |level but start
right at the bottom of the education |level. W need to devel op these
skills right fromthe start.

UNI VERSI TY NATAL

Students have a reliance on loans to fund their education. This
reliance will bankrupt the institution. Students then struggle to
pay their |oans back at the end. W have a responsibility towards
the students to solve this problem

ECUl ENI CAL BUBSABY FUND

Dwi ndl i ng of funds - donors rather give funds directly to the state
or other areas. In other words they redirect their funds. The
donors are changing their priorities. Education should be the
responsibility of the state. They should unl ock the doors of state
f undi ng.

PENI NSULA TECHNI | ON

Their is an ever increasing need for financial assistance while the
budget is decreasing. Greatest need in hunmanities, than in science.



"1 TUATEBSRAHD UNI VERSI TY

The restrictive conditions of the British Council in their funding
policy was the lain problem Money allocated specifically for
students doi ng science and engi neering could not be allocated to

ot her bl ack wonen students even though there are no bl ack wonen

engi neeri ng and science students in need of finance. Students in
other faculties are in need of funds. Support for post-graduate
studies is also decreasing. There is also a crisis around funding
for residence students.

Students who are funded by Kagi so Trust whose parents are working as
donestic workers or students fromrural areas are struggling with the
declaration of famly incone and this affects their funding.

FORT BARB UNI VERSI TY

Experience a simlar crisis like other institution with regard to
funding. Draw | ost of its students fromthe old D.E.T. thus there is
a necessity for a bridging course. No one is funding this bridging
peri od.

TOK

No funding for bursaries in 1994. Only administering TEFSA | oans

wi t hout any admi nistration fees.

No basic social programme for funding. It is a necessity of the
people. G owh of |oans burden students. Needs to obtain funding

UNI VERSI TY OF CAPE TOMW

Students contribution increased to be R4 700 in 1994. Mst students
are unable to pay it thus we also have a crisis. RDP have ot her
priorities. Donors are redirecting their funds to the state for RDP
pur poses.

EOO

Lack of funds. Non-paylent by donors. Mney has been

prom se from overseas but unfortunately the nobney has not arrived
Could still fund 10 students who are doing their Master degrees this
year. ECC asked nenber organisations to refer suitable candidates to
their office.



UNI VERSI TY NORTH

Not able to cater for all students. Only a limted

means of students. Student are not able to repay | oans.

SSC

Declining in funds. How to use this small anount of nobney

we have now - devel op a new programre for ex-prisoners, NGO s,
training and rural outreach progranme, etc.

Buil ding a national funding structure to fund students, contributing
to national needs.

SACC

SACC bursary programe back on track, however the future is uncertain
as SACCis reviewing its role

UNI VERSI TY OF VENDA

I nsufficient funds to cover the needs of students . Mney is not
covering all our |oans/bursaries needed. Students failing to pay
bal ance wi ||l bring about a nunmber of drop outs.

Difficulty around declaration of famly incone due to rura
background, etc.

CRAP

Problems simlar to other bursary programres. Students are
receiving | arge amounts of |oans. They struggle to pay these

| oans back at the end. Social problens and fam |y expectations
wi Il be another problem Need to |ook at other sources of funding.
NECC

Not a bursary granting organisation, but interested in policies
and principles of tertiary education funding. Participation in
reconstructi on and devel opnent programres. |n human resource

devel opnent programme - contribute towards this issue.



UNC

Devel op ways to obtain new funds and programes. Pulling

resource together, working on new systens, devel op oursel ves.

Devel op new strat egy.

Simlar problens |ike other institutions, particularly on KT.

SASCO

There is a need for us to have a partnership inside and outside

the government. Tertiary education should be there to devel op

skills and to build an economy. There has been a funding crisis
intertiary education

Chris Aitken thanked organisations for their input. This input would be
useful to everybody. Now we al so know the probl ens that our other nenbers
have and not just our own institution. We need to cone up with a policy to
hel p or to solve these nmajor issues that we are facing. The purpose of
this input was to find out what is happening to our different |enber

or gani sati ons.

TEA BREAK 11:30 - 11:45

6. DI RECTOR S REPORT | NCLUDI NG HATTEB' S ARI SI NG

6.1 US TOUR REPORT

We have not yet received the report fromlsmail Mss. He is on

study | eave and we were unable to nmake contact with him

We apol ogi ze for this del ay.

Qur del egates al so bought books back fromthe study tour. The

di rector has made photocopies of the table of contents of these books
and it will be posted to our nenber organisations. If your

organi sation is interested in any of these books we have to charge

due to the printing cost and our financial standing. O ganisations
interested in buying books can place an order by witing a letter or

a fax.
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| Ei EABCH ON TEFSA & BCSA

Debbi e Buddl ender was nmandated to do the research. It was

di stributed to nenber organi sations at this meeting. Unfortunately,
Debbi e was not avail able to present the research at this neeting.
There will be a further discuss/debate on TEFSA. This report was
mai nly done to establish the relationship that BCSA have with TEFSA.
BCSA coul d have access to funding.

CONSTI TUTI ONAL AVENDIVENTS

The draft constitution was received on 9 July 1994. It was therefore
i npossible to distribute the constitution to menbers 7 days before
the time. Menbers were asked to informthe director’s office in 6
weeks whet her they have any objection with regard to the new
constitution. If there were no objections it would be taken as
approved.

NEWSLETTER

The second newsl etter was distributed at this nmeeting. Menbers

are requested to send in any information that they what us to

put into the next newsletter before 13 August 1994. Dependi ng

on this we mght have a newsletter every nonth. |If nenbers want

us to send newsletters to any other organi sations, they should

fax the details to the director’s office.

ANNUAL REPORT

This report is not yet ready due to the changes that we’ ve

had in our office. W request nmenbers who have not yet send

in their annual reports kindly to do so.

FI NANCI AL REPORT

This financial statement was discussed at the Biannual Cenera
Meeting but it was not adopted as it was not audited. It was agreed
that the financial statenent should be adopted.

SUBSCRI PTI ON FEES

We have received subscription fee paynents from 13 of our nenbers.
We request other nenbers to nmake arrangenents for paynents, to

i ndi cate whet her, when and where they have send their cheques. W
are saying this due to the fact that we have noved from Braanfontein
to Cape Town and certai n cheques may have been del ayed through the
post .



6.8

6.9

ENVI ANALYSI S

This was noted in the director’s report. Director also lentioned

that we should | ook at the short-tern courses because |ost of our
menber organi sations are stating that donors are changing their
priorities or redirecting their funds. W also need to indicated the
i mportance of tertiary education - to |l ook at human resource

devel opnent.

We need to work out a co-ordinated strategy approach that should work
with the Mnister of Education

- The rol e BCSA pl ays;

- Establishing a national |oan/bursary schele;

- Restructuring of education;

- Engaging with the M nister of Education

- Access to the RDP funds.

ATABASE

The Director reported that nothing has happened in this regard. This
was di scussed during the afternoon session

The Chai rperson thanked the director for his report, and it was opened for
di scussi on.

HALE | ASHABA

How BCSA fits into the RDP? W have to be representatives of the
conmunity. W need to introduce a programe where we represent all our
people. W& need to | ook at the needs of all the people.

Establ i sh a dat abase;

we need resource

we can use governnment resources - this could be a state project;

BCSA needs to engage with the state in this regard.

HEELS CLAASEN

BCSA to organi se thenselves in their region. BCSA need to find a
constructive definition to affirmative acti on because of the m x feelings
that peopl e have about this issue.



FRANCO S BI LL

NGO s give access to students at financial and personal |evel. The

di fferent bursary organisations should forma national union. Different
regi ons shoul d work together.

Joyce Mashanba thanked the nenbers for their input. She also stated that
BCSA shoul d start afresh. Set up a commission of enquiry. The survival of
the bursary organi sations are at stake and we rnust | ook at the different
ai ns and objectives we all have and find conmmon ground. W shoul d redefine
our route. The Chairperson thanked Joyce for her contribution.

LUNCH BREAK 1: 00 - 2:00

Di scussi on Session

Menbers were divided into 5 groups to discuss the foll owi ng questions:
The need for regional co-ordination;

The role to be played in the RDP;

Financial Aid Ofices - capacity buil ding;

Nat i onal dat abase;

Co- ordi nat ed approach around funding - TEFSA, KT, Private Sector.
REPORT ON THI S DI SCUSSI ON

GROUP 1 - THE NEED FOR REG ONAL OO ORDI NAI | ON

There is a need for regional co-ordination.

We should be famliar with the future policy of the governnent.

Net wor ki ng for organisations is also inmportant to create skills, better
devel opnent, etc.

GROUP 2 - THE ROLE THAT KEEN;, TO BE PLAYED IN THE EDP

W first need to establish what the (RDP) role is.

Shoul d BCSA play the role of an unbrella body when engaging with the RDP,
CGovernment, NGO s.

Shoul d BCSA engage with the institutions and students - should they
represent the institutions and students.

BCSA should bring a bal anced view to the RDP.

BCSA' s expertise to be utilised.

okwNE
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GROUP 3 - FI NANCI AL Al D OFFI CES

Fi nanci al aid should be adm nistered centrally and/or regionally.
Students shoul d be able to apply at one place for finance instead of
different/individual institutions.

Transformation of tertiary education is essential for the establishnent of
a denocratic financial aid office.

Transparency needs to be | ooked at - structure of the funding system
GROUP 4 - NATI ONAL DATABASE

Dat abase shoul d al so be centralized. No small institution can run a

nati onal database. It can only be run by a his organisation

Information gathering i s necessary.

Fi ndi ng out what resource are available to students to proceed with
careers.

Resource for institutions to continue with their job

VWhat is the role of BCSA - facilitator/participants.

Regi onal and nati onal resources.

Must be state or state agency.

We need to | ook at database at a snall scale and encourage the state to

| ook at a broader role of database and take responsibility for its

i mpl enent ati on.

GROUP 5 - (GCeOBDI NAI I ON

Coordi nation can be divided into the foll ow ng:

t coordination - student funding

t coordination - institutions - upgrade facilities.

Students shoul d pay sone ampunt to their fees when given | oans.

Do the organi sati on have the capacity to collect their noney from students
after conpletion of studies - in cases of |oans.

We shoul d encourage | ess conpetition along bursary organi sations and | ore
cooperati on and spread of resources.
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Conl ent s:

BCSA shoul d be addressing financial aid holistically. People mght see the
BCSA as a bursary organi sati on because of the nane. That is why students
apply at the BCSA for bursaries. National coordination - who takes the
responsi bility when we tal k about a national coordination? W shoul d | ook
at the tile-franes. The rel ati onship between RDP and BCSA. BCSA shoul d

| ook at their policies/franework and al so the constitution. The director’s
office together with the executive nmenbers was mandated to | ook at al
these issues. Including the future role of BCSA. The Chairperson thanked
| enbers for their input.

7. TEFSA REPORT

Jack Kl aas ask the nenbers to give their comments on the

foll owi ng question that was asked by Robert Segal

(TEFSA). "The subsidy fornul a has been set at 3(Africans),

2(Col oured), I(Indian). This leans that the HBU s get a very high
subsidy in conmparison with the HWJ s . HWJ s have high fees and fee

they need a top-up of funds.

These are sonme of the coments that were put forward by |enbers.

Funds shoul d be all ocated per student.

The upgradi ng of historically black universities.

Readdr essi ng t he inbal ance.

To review the formul a.

To |l ook at the concerns of black students within a historically

bl ack university.

Students noving around to the historically black universities

because of the funds all ocat ed.

Menbers were ask to give details in witing about this issue due

to the fact the sone nenbers have to | eave the neeting to catch

their flight. The director will keep nenber organisations in

touch with regard to the question that was raised by TEFSA

The Director and the Executive Committee will also foll ow up

on this issue.

8. CLOSURE

The Chai rperson thanked everybody for attending the neeting and

the contributions that have been | ade.

The next council neeting will be 22/23 Novenber. W night have a

speci al council neeting, but menbers will be informed about that.



